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JS to decide form of
govt : BNP leaders

BNP trying to |

Instigate coup,

says Hasina

Awami League
Sheikh Hasina on
H-lhmh-l

cuscd
Party (BN nrmh
c_hnﬂlhrympin

h:ldcr

told a huge clection mctm at
Hazaribagh Park here last
evening.

The Awami Presi-
dent and leader of 8-pa
lcged that BNP
been spreading malice against
her as she always stood against
army rule.

llasina said her party wants
to restore parliamentary form

lnrmrnmt in the country
;ht dcn'lot:r-:y an institu-

ln ~thlu l'l;‘l,-trd she blamced
BNP leader llegum Khaleda Zia

for being vaguc after the rv
cenl viclory against aulocralic
Ershad regime, violating a
joint declaration of the three
allianccs issued at the last

stagc of the decmocratic
movement.
City Awami Lecaguc

President Muzalflar Hossain
Paltu, AL Publicity Secrclary
Mohammad Nasim and party
candidate in the Lalbag con-
stitucency Dr. Mostafa Jalal
Mohiuddin also addressed the
meuting, presided over by City
Al. leader Mohammed Kalim-
ullah.

US envoy calls

on Hasina

US Ambassador William B.
Milam Su madec a courlesy
call on A Chiel and
Eight-Party Alliance Ilcader
Sheikh lasina at her Dhan;
mandi rcsidence, reports UND.

In an hour-long meccling,
llasina and the Amcerican envoy
discusscd bilatcral issues and
political dcvelopment in

Bangladesh.

Armed Forces
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of the country's 24,200 polling

cenlres.
He said the further
additional

resolved to deploy
mobile units of the Armecd
Forces or BDR at convenicnt
points in cach of the 480
upazilas under a First Class

te. These mobile units
will intervenc wherever unto-
ward siluation beyond the con-
trol of Lthe normal security
unils ariscs.

Mcanwhile, the spokesman
said, Depuly Comimissioncrs
have already been directed Lo
organisc voluntcers in each
unfon and pourasava for pre-
venting disorders during the
Pﬂl;m rnmenl has also
given special rcsponsibilitics
toe union parishads and
pourasavas for preventing any
aclivity which may hampcr
holding of pcaccful clection.

An ordinance promulgatcd
recently provides that union
parishads and urasavas
which [afled Lo discharge their
rcsponsibilitics in this rcgard
will be liablc Lo dissolution.

The polling will not be held
in any polling centre where
disturbancc hampers normal

voling.

Monir, Khuku
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the condemned prisoners also
boycotled breakfast and
started hunger strike.

The jail sourccs said aboul
halfl of the prisoncrs refuscd
lunch Sunday. "Dut we arc
supplying them food timely”,
the sources .

The Inspector General of
Prison visited the striking
prisoncrs Sunday.

There arc over 25 .con-
demned prisoners in the jail.

Khaleda begins
two-day poll tour
in Ctg today

CHITTAGONG, Feb 3 : BNP
chairperson and seven-parly
alliance leader Begum Khaleda
Zia will arrive here tlomorrow
on a two-day clection cam-
paign tour ol thc district, re-
ports 3SS.

Party sources said that she
would addrcss at lcast five

public mectings lomorrow at
Banskhali, Satkanfa, Chanda-
naish, Anowara and Patiya.

The BNP chairperson will
address six meetings on
at Hathazari, Fatick-
chhari, Double Mooring, Mir-
sarai, Rangunia and Chan-

draghona.

CINTTAGONG, Feb 3 : The

IBNP lcaders here said
that their lefl the
qucslion aboul form of

government to the sovercign
parliament to be clected by t
people on February 27 |, re-
poris [(3SS.

They saild that when the
parliament would be a
sovereign one il would be
competent cnough to decide
about what form of government

the country would hawe in the
future.

Talking 1o newsmen at a lo-
cal hotel today, thcy called
upon thc pcople to be vocal
against the Ilcaders of the
ousted autocralic government
who disrupted all systiems and
plundcred national wcalth
indiscriminatcly. The pcople
struggied for long nine ycars lo
unscat the Jattya-Parly gov-
ernment and at last they were
successful, they sald adding,

this cannot stage a come-
back u any circumstanccs.
BNP national standin
committece members ON
Ahmad, Dr. A. F. M. Yusul and
the chicfl coordinator of Begum
Khalcda Zia's clection Amir
Khashru Mahmud mﬁm

talked to the journalists
a number of candidate for dif-

ferent Chitlagong constituen-
cies were alse present on the
occasion.

The BDNP leaders sald that
their party, when clecied 10
powcr, would establish a stable
government in the country by
introducing rulc of law, restor-
ing rights of the people and
cnsuring their basic necds.

They called upon the care-
taker government lo take
stringent mcasurc Lo recover
illegal arms and round up ter-
rorists o cnsurce a frec and [afr
clection.

Economic recovery
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litical party from above and
then legalised all anti-people
ordinances and measures
through a subservient parlia-
ment. After capturing power,
these people ruled the eountry
through corruption. bribery,
cocrcion and letting loose all
sorts of exploftation.

Late president Ziaur Rah-
man first started this process
and ex-president Ershad sim-
ply followed in his footsteps,
she added.

Sheikh Hasina. however,

out that problems that
accumulated over the last

15 years of misrule, looting
and plunder could not be
solved overnight. “We have no
Alanddin's lamp to solve all

Polls can’t be
fair with Ershad

detained: Mizan

By Staff Correspondent

Jatiya Party Acting
Chairman Mizanur Rahman
Chowdhury Sunday said that
former pﬂ:nidcnl‘. H.M. Ershad

had been detained as part of
the conspiracy to fail the JP
victory in the polls.

Addressing a meeting of the
Rangpur JP leaders at Gulshan,
Dhaka, Mr Chowdhury chal-

that if the former prés-
ident was released before the
polls the election results
would be surprising to all. He
said it was contradictory to
democratic norms to detain
the leader of a major political
party and claim neutrality in
polls.

The polls can't be consid-
cred [ree and fair if the JP
chief s detained Mr.
Chowdhury said.

Mecanwhile, the convenor of
Central Election Coordination
Committee of Jatiya Parly
Ismail Hossain Bengal in a
statement condemned the
demand of the Nagorik

Commillec to ban politics of
Jatiya Party and termed as

‘unexpected’ and ‘provocative’.

these problems quickly. It will
take atlcast another 15 years
v take the economy back on
its track. We want to utilise
foreign aid in the produ
sectors for building a sell-re-
Hant economy”, she said.

She replied in the aflirma-
tive when a newsman asked
whether her party. il voted to

power. would constitute a
commission to probe into mis-
approprinion of huge wealth
and stale money by corrupl
politictans under former Pres
ident Ershad’'s government.

"We will not only try the cor-
rupt ministers and others un-
der Ershad but also those un-

der Zia's government,” she
asserted.
Ex-president Ershad,

Sheikh Hasina said. handed
over power to the neutral gov-
ernment in acecordance with
the guidelines announced by
the three aliances. The guide-
lines clearly stated that the in-
terim government would hand
over power to the elected par-
liament which would be
sovereign and the government
would be accountable to 1t

The Awami Leaguc chiel
sald deviating from the guide-
lines of the three alliances a
certain was now taking
ambiguous stand on the system
of the luture government.

When Hasina's attention
was drawn to the demand for
bringing back Bangladeshi
troops from Saudi Arabia. she
said it was beyond her com-
prehension why they were
sent in a hurry and why the
demand is being raised for
their return. “The whole mat-
ter is confusing to me”. she
said.

Hasina thanked the mem-
bers of foreign media for their
cooperation and sending news
abroad with great risk during
the autocratic regime of ex-
president Ershad.

Earlicr, Zaglul Ahmed
Chowdhury thanked Sheikh

Hasina for attending the br.[-
ing session and sought the co-
operation of the political lead-
crs in the discharge of their
responsibility.

200 killed in
Afghan quake

KABUL, Fcb .'.l Al lcast 200
people may have been killed in
Alghanistan in Friday's earth-
quake that rocked IH of the
mountainous country's 30
provinces, officials and aid
workers said today, reports
Hl:ult'r.

“It was onc of l];: most
powcerflul carthquakes for many
years to hit Mgmiutnn But we
have no means to rcach the
remotle arcas to asscss the
damagce and casualties”, Fo-
reign Ministry Spokesman M.
11. Mukammel told rcporters.

"Reports are still coming in,
and It may be many days before
we know the real extent of the
tragedy, ” he said. Many quake-
hit arcas were buried under
deep snow, hampering rescuc
cllorts, he said

In Pakistan officials in the
north west [rontier province
capital of Pcshawar said Lhey
expecied the death toll to ex-
ceed 200 on the Pakislani side
of the border and it could go
much higher.

Afghan Prcsident Najibullah
has sct up a special commis-
sion lo coordinate rescue
relief efforts, Mukammel said.

Aid workers and unofficial
sourccs says more than 200

| pcople may have dicd and
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many morc injurcd near the
Afﬂhnn-['aklllnn border, close
to the cpicentre of the
carthquake, about 112 milcs
(180 km), northeast of the

Afghan capilal Kabul.

Officials said the quake,
which rcgistered 6.8 on the

Richter scale, killed at least
four people in Lhe capital.

A number of homes and
buildings collapsed in snow-
covered Kabul and long verti-
cle cracks could be scen on

Lthe walls.
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the. proposed launch of DESA

arc Icnrnl to have produced -

naughtl.

A cabinet committee has
rt:ct:nt]y been formed to sug-
gest measurcs overcoming the
deadlock in the power scctor.
It is due to report to the gov-
ernment soon.

The Encrgy Ministry was
trying to contact the leaders of
major political partics in re-
solving the maltter politically in
consultation with workers and
cmployees of the board.

[iut, sourccs said, such
conlacts were yel to be estab-
lished becausc of political
lcaders’ busy schedules for
clection campaign.

PDB Chairman Shamsul
Islam rcplaced n Cor-
poration Chairman Habibur
Rahman , the brother-in-law
(Sister's husband) of ousted
President Ershad,

Election

“' Policemen stand

CEC assured
of ali help
for fair polls

By Staff Correspondent

A 17-member delegation of
the Liberty Forum led by
Justiece Abdur Rahman
Chowdhury called on Chiefl
Commissioner,
Justice Mohammad Abdur Roul
and two other Election
Commissioners. Justice Syed
Mesbahuddin Hossain and
Justice Nacemuddin Ahmed on
Sunday.

The dele
views with t
Commissioner

rcparations for h-cr

ntnry polls.

tes exchanged
Chl!.'f Election
cgarding

ng par-

BCL factions
clash with
firearms
By DU Carrespondent

Several rounds of
were fired Sunday noon from
the Madu's canicen premises
of Dhaka University following a
ch-h between two feuding

ps of Bangladesh Chhatra
(S-A) student front of
Awami League.

A series of chase and
counter-chase took place.
However, no one was injured.

A tense situation was pre-

in the Jahuml Haque

hall : the University following «

the armed clash.
The cause of Sunday's clash
was notl known.

guard outside the Gulshan rnldem of

former Premier Kazi Zafar Ahmed. The police in their
raid on Saturcay fmlod to attach the property as it is in his

wife's name.

— Star photo

‘Scarcitz due to hoarding’

No diesel price cut

1in Boro season

By Staff Correspondent

Present stocks of crude and
refined petroleum oil are
"yuite comlortable™ and Lhe
pipeline arrangement for im-
ported supplics can mcct re-
quircments until mid-April,
Encrgy 'Scerclary Azimuddin
Ahmed told necwsmen on

About 80,000 tons of crude
ofl arc at hand with Eastern
Refineries Limiled (ERL). Once
lakh tons of Arabian light
erude were loaded for ship-
ment at a Saudi porl on
January 31 and thc vessel will
recach Chittagong port by
Fcbruary 13. Next loading of
another onc lakh tons of crude
murbanec will be at a port in
the U. A. E. on February 8 and
arrivals of the same are due for
February 24.

Reviewing - the current
stock position, the scerclary
siaid the present stocks valued
al Taka 400 crorc in forcign
cxchange. lle added that sup-
plics were being maintained to
the retailing points at
"adequate” levels.

About scarcity ol dicscl and
its high prices at/ different
places, he noted that it might
be duce to "hoardine both at
farmers and dcalers levels”.
The ofl-take in January was
95,000 mectric tons of dicsal
comparced with 99,000 melric
tons the same month last year.

For three of four days last
month, the daily off-take
crosscd 5,000 metric tons far
execeding the normal demand
around this part of the year, he
added.

The Encrgy Sccrctary said
at the press bricling that there
was no shortage ol dicsel. The
currcnt stocks arc cnough Lo
mect uirements for ncxt
threce weecks and more im-
ported supplics are being lined
up, he !

fle noted that fresh arrivals
of over two lakh tons of crude
from the Gulf would be avail-
able for processing at ERL and
this would help maintain

. "steady supplics”.

The imported crude nll of
over two lakh tons will posc no
storage problems, he said
while stating that the ERL has
a ca y lo store 1.95 lakh
tons. In addition, 40,000 tons
can be kept as floating stocks
in two avaflable lighterage ves-

scls.

Answering a question, the
Scerclary said that imports of
pctroleum, oil and lubricants
were 1.9 lakh tons in 1989-90
the imports included 1.2 lakh
tons of crude and 0.7 lakh tons
of refined products, and valued
at Taka 1100 crorc. The aver-
age price of crude oil a barrel
in 1989-90 varied between 16
US dollars and 18 US dollars
while that of refined oil, be-
tween 21 US dollars and 24
US dollars.

Ile pointed out that the
price of imported crude was
27 dollars in Deccgmber. The
latest dcliverics by Saudi

Arabia wecre priced at 32 dol-

lars a barrcl.

The prices were much
higher in  October and

November than in last lwo
months,

he said.

kcrosene for onc consfgnment
after the Irag’s invasion of
Kuwail was 68 dollars a barrcel
and thal of imported dicscl
around the samec time, at 52

dollars a barrel.

Imported

The government, the
Sccrclary said, is nol consider-
ing any hikes in domestic

prices of petrolcum produects. |

BNP pledge
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of rur.a. angkedesh.

re will be no develop-
ment I the country if dark
ncss in the villages is not re-
moved, “Lhe BNP chiel said
adding that clectricity must
reach houschold of the coun-
wy.

Bhe said of clectric-
ity in the would facili-
tate establishment of small and
cotlage indusirics, irrigation,
cducation for the poor rural
people. Besides, she said,

.\ eriminal tendencies will also

be reduced with the expansion

of cleetricity network Lhro-
ughout the whole rural
Bangladcsh.

Begum Zia said BNP had al-
ready laken up a broad-bascd

development programmoes for

the overall development of ru
ral arcas and “wc arc pledge
bound to implement these i
voled to power.”

The dcvelopment pro-
grammes Include alternative

| employment for rural farmers,
I Begum Zia said. There would

be additional arrangement of
recrcation for these people
under the programme, she
added.

Besides, she said other pro
grammes like canal digging,
revival of village government,
rural medicare, tree plantation
programnws, pouliry would be
taken vy amvler a coordinated
plan - 1. the nation could
get i or o onsloughts it had
sullesod auring the long auto
cralic rule.

Assuring thec representa-
tives, Begum Zia said, il voted
to power, her government
would try to solve all problems

of the Rural Electrification
Associallons for the benelit of
the rural people.
Hawladar’s
detention

challenged

By Supreme Court
Correspondent
The High Court Division of
the Supreme Court Sunday is-
sued a Rule Nisi on the gov-
ernment to show cause within
seven days why Ruhul Amin
Hawlader should not be

| brought before court so that it

may satisfy itself that he has
not been detained without any
lawful authority.

A Division Bench compris-
ing Mr. Justice FHM Habibur
Rahman and Mr Justice Abul
Hasib fssued the rule.

Ruhul Amin Hawlader. a
minister of Ershad’s cabinet,
was detained after the fall of
the Ershad government.

Khan Saifur Rahman with
Md. Mustala moved the peti-
tion on Hawladers's behalfl
whilk: Fakhrul Islam. A A.G. was

prosent w he conrt

Injunction on
shifting of
Ershad sought

Supreme Court
Correspondent

An application was sworn in
by Mustafizur Rahman in the

detention case of HO M. Er-
sl ousted President. In the
application the petitioner

praycd for a showcase upon
Government as to why ft
should not be restrained by
way of an injunction from shift-
ing the detenu from his pre-
sent place of detlention 1o
Dhaka Central Jail till the dis-
posal of the Writ Petition [iled
challenging the dctention
order of the detcnu is dis-
posed ol. The petitioner fur
ther prayed for maintaining
status guo.

Kazi Shahadat lossain is
expected to move the petition
before a Division Bench of the
High Court Division. compris-
ing Mr. Justice Abdul Jalil and
Mr. Justice Kazi Shaliuddin to-

d"!L'l“hrf:e killed in
road mishap

I'rom DMCIH Correspondent
I'hree persons were killed
when a micro bus collided
with a truck at Gheor, Dhamrai
on Sunday noon. Tarck (40),

. driver of the minibus and

Shahcen Begum (40) died on
the spot while Pomi (6) died at
the Dhaka Medical College
| lospital.
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Provisional govt in Somalia

ROME, Fcb 3
here Saturday that a *©
unity” had becn

. The Uniled Somali Congress (USC) sald
in Somalia, headed by deposed

President Siad Barre’'s former Forcign Minisicr, Omar Are
Ondib.

Intcrim President AN Mahdi,
the

Monday, had approved
government submiticd
Mogadishu, monitored by

BEIJING,
three million

§

past five years. the China dafly reporied toady. During China's

seventh five-year

plan from 1986 10 1990 the
handlcd 4.26 nﬂlhn cases invelving cconomic
and colleceted 3.4 billion Yuan 853 million

Dollars) in fincs

and conliscaled goods, the official newspaper said, reports

18 killed in runway

”'1 ¥

LOS ANGELES, Fcb 3

: M least 18 people were

ficry runway cellision between a US air bocing 737 and a

smuall commuter
iwcurly

plane, an airline officials said on Saturday.
24 hours aficr the crash, that another 19 were miss-

ing. All 12 peoplc on board the small shywcest (afrchild

nwireliner commuler

planc died in Friday night's

collision

with Lhe lwin-cngined airliner, a skywest spokcaman, Ron

Relbwr sadd, reports Reuter.

Sikh militants free 20 Hindus

NEW DELNI, Fcb 3 : Sikh militants have freed 20 | Hindus
uhharmed after holding them captive for three days in the
northern state of Punjab, the Press Trust of India (PT1) sald

today. The 20 were blindfolded, taken In a truck o

the village

of Chur Chak and rclcased Saturday night by their captors,
who Lhen disappeared, the news agency said, reports AFP.

WARSAW, Fcb 3 : Agrecment on the pace of withdrawal of
Sovicl troops from Poland appearcd 1o have been dendlocked.

Poland’'s former Prime Minister, Tadcusz Maxowiockl, sald

yustcrday that Sovict President Mikhall Gorbachoy

last

ycar to compicle the troops’ withdrawal by the end of 1991,

reports Xinhua.

Surgeons stumble upon gold

NEW DELHL Fcb 3 :

indian surgeons stumbiled upon gold

smuggled from Hong Kong inside the stomach of a 22-ycar-
old man shot and woundcd by his jilted girl fricnd, police said

today. The man was stable aftler su

rgery, but his 18-yecar-old

girl fricnd was still In a scrious condition afler she had turned

the gun on hersell. The

police sald surgcons

opcratling on the

man found cight gold bars inside his stomach and removed

them, reports AFT.

Quebec becoming sovereign

MONTREAL. Fcb 3 : Qucbee Premier Robert Bourassa has
for the first time raised the possibility of his mainly French-

spcakimg province becoming

a sovereign state within a con-

[velerate structure, "After 25 ycars of [ruitless talks, Qucbec
has no choice but to propose a new pact with the rest of

Canada.”

Bourassa was quoted as Hly'lnf in Saturday’'s cdition
of the ncwspaper La I‘rﬂnl: de Mont

reports AFP.
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In the carliest hinn s ol the
war, U.S. and Allied pl.ows and
missilecs destroyed the city’s
infrastructure with almaost
surgical precision. People here
quickly lcarned to live without
clectricity, running waler or
lelephones. ‘

Six missiles were fired on
the capital overnight Friday.
Iraqi anti-aireralt defense went
into aclion, and cxplosions
were heard far off. The next
momming Lthe horizon was blan-
keted by a vast cloud of smoke
rising from numcrous burning
siles.

As the day went on, people
woere scen walking in the

| streets, lining up for buses or

taxis. Crowds formed around
reslaurants and cales where
raclios broadcast music as well
as Lhe latest military commu-
nicpLes

Tk. 20,000 reward
for information
on Niru, Obhi

The government on Sunday
announced a reward of Taka
20,000 each for either
handing over or providing in-
formation leading to the arrest
of any of the five absconding
prrsons accused in the Dr

Shamsul Alam Khan Milon's
murder case, an official hand

ont said in Dhaka on Sunday.
reports 13SS.

Urs at Atroshi
from Feb 16

FARIDIPUR, Fcb 3 : A four-

day mnuul Urs Mubarak will

bﬂ:{m at the Bishwa Zaker
M.an#il af Atroshi from Feb-
16, reports UNI.

BAhHDAD The interior of an Iraqi milk factory in a Baghdad suburb, still smouldering

after a US bombing raid.

—AFP /UNB photo |

Scuds hit Israel °

Rebaptised *Mother of AH
Battle,” |r Iraqi radi6 is still
transmitling and cven il the
signal I1s weak or difficult to
pick up outsidc the capital, it
can be heard loud and clear in
DBaghdad.

Gasoline arc cvi-
dent. Hundreds ol cars await in
orderly lines before the few

scrvice stations which still
remain open.
Nevertheless, sirecls are

full of taxis, cars and trucks.
There arc many pedestrians,
often in uniform, walking alone
or in groups. Some try to hail
passing cars for a lft.

Industrial activily appecars
to have grounded lo a halt.
Weslern journalists reecnlly
allowed by officials of the Iragi
information Ministry and saw
no signs that factories' were
opcraling,

Although grocery storcs
rcmain opcn, mnil m‘.h:r
shops opcn briell
morning bul close

mainder of the day.
Store shelves arc stocked

but prices have shot up s
the outbreak of hostilitics
two wecks
The Soviel Union is provid-
ing Iraq with information that
could be used to targel Scud
missiles and hide them from
US salcllites, lo a
report published in Washinton.
US and Allied air allacks
have virtually eliminated the
threat of missile attack by Iragl
patrol boats, a US military
spokesman said loday.

Mahmudul Hasan
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corruption law against Gen
I lusan, Asal Khan, propritor of
M/s Farmland, Byu:l Azharul
Iliwy, owner of Bide and co and
Kais Chowdhury, owners ol
M/s Agrotech for

al{nn and causing ﬂnlnclll
loss, Lthe handout said.

thl:r:

The case in bricl is that
after the lowesl bidder
through an international len-
der for the procurement of
1000 [l one cusec cnginc Was

rcjected for  lechnical reasom,
BADC recommgnded Lo lhf)
ministry for the purchase of
cnginces al Tllu 27,280.56
from Ban h diescl pllnl.
lhc lowest bidder. But

ring rccommenda-
d.no tender commit-
lee, th: then ure min-

ister Mahmudul llasan ordered
to purchase 11,460 pumps
without any lender and atl &
hw than the market
/s Farmland, M's

acguire

hi if or give benet
illmm“ Lo t.h"l tune .‘ m
541,091,320,



