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Allies rule out full

Iraq

i

DHAHRAN (Saudi Arabia).
Feb 2 : Allied aircralt picked
oll Iraqi armour just north of
the Saudi-Kuwait border on
Friday alfter a flurry ol troop
movements and five incursions
into Saudi territory over three
days, reports Reuter.

Allied commanders dis-
missed lation that Iraq
was a full-scale inva-

ston of Saudi Arabia and said
iraq's ment gave them
a chance to hit tar-
gets previously buried in the
sands of southern Kuwait.
They said they gave Iraq a
bloody nose in the [ive en-
nts, especially in tLhe
ttle to retake the Saudi bor-
der town of Khafji from two to
three Iraqi armoured battal-
fons.

Saudi and Qatari Lroaps,
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"Imigresen” and "bagasi’
signs point the way to passport
checks and baggage carousels

words
English - all the more delight-
ful t the foreigner because
someone had the excellent
idea of endowing the scriptiess
language with Latin script: im-
perialistic perhaps, but a defi-
nite relief for a tourist bom-
barded with the convoluted
squiggles of Thai or Tamil.

Temples and mosques, Chi-
nese, Indian and Malay cul-
tures, weaving and batik. such
are the attractions listed in the

ssy Malaysian tourist

hures. But the real magnet
for tourists in- Visit Malaysia
Year 1990 was the country's
treasure-house of islands and
beaches, where onc can still
find white sand and solitudc.
We sent out for a quick view of
the capital and a longer look at
" the coasts.

Kuala is a self-con-
scious place, with some
sumptuous homes and Ameri-
can-style shopping malls
where you look in vain for
signs of living malay culture
untainted by tourism. The long
arms of fast food and yup-
piedom have engulfed KL.
Elsewhere genuine modernism
is visible: on the busy streets
near the towering lattice-work
of the Petronas building. vefled
women and their col in
miniskirts all walk to work
with same degree of confi-
dence. One hot alternoon we
drove past a long. high wall
painted with tropical land-
scape scenes in vivid and im-
maginative colours. Our com-
informed us that this

the city jail. Prisoners had
painted the open landscapes.

picee of artistry was °

At one point. Brown said. Iraqi

entered the four-

siory apartment compicx
his tcam was hiding in.

backed by US artillery and air-
craft, killed 30 Iraqis,
wounded 33 and captured at
least 400 in the 36-hour battle
for Khalji, the ficrcest cn-
gagement since the United
States and fis allics launched
Operation Descrt Storm on
17, «

The Saudi army sulfcred its
first casualties in combal in
recent history-- 15 soldiers
killed. 33 wounded and four

missing--the commander of
Saudi 8 General Khaled
Bin Sultan said.

Allted officers in the ficld,
often ing intelligence re-
ports, given the impres-
sion the Iraqis were massing
for more attacks bul spokes-
men on Friday played down

the significance of reecnt Iragi
redeployments,

Finding KL top picturc-per-

fect & of the raccs,
we [lew across the country to
u, the stronghold of

the Malay Muslims. on the East
coast. In our hotel room in the
town of Kuala Terengganu. we
discovered a mysterious arrow
drawn on the cefling and le-
belled "@iblat.” It turned out
that this pointed to Mecca.
and was installed for the con-
venicnee of Muslim ts tak-
ing a break from their beach
activitics.

The waves were coming in
sirong. Monsoon-scason cur-

< : < e e

Put your face down into
the water, and a whole

world opens up: rainbow-
like parrot-fish, sea-
urchins with their long
necdles and orange eyes,
pale neon-fish, clown fish
and coral that waves in
the water like millions of
miniature veils.’

rents off the East coast kil
three or four people a week
during the winter holidays.
Standing in knee-deep water,
we felt the outgoing current
tugging so relen that the
sand was washed oul from be-
neath us, and in ten seconds
we were waist-deep. A grim
sign next to the satay stalls was
decorated with a skull and
crossbones warning:"Death is
awaiting you - Swimming in
these waters is very risky.”

Falls, about seventy
kilometres from town, was a
refreshing outing. The cold
water came cascading down
through the heart of the jun-
gle. and a winding path up to
the top was clean and untax-
ing. We s around, teeth
chattering. and later walked
down to a food stall where not
a word of English was spoken

by anyone except the owner's

t . who interrupted
::r nnﬂwm:tﬂ'l raucous cries of
"Hello.” Back in Kuala Tereng-

nu, we crossed the river to a
a.lt-buﬂd:r- village. where
massive skeletons of future

the old Malay style. pleasing to
the eye as the name is musical
1o the ear. Giant leatherback

4 { F
*“H’ looking for the
Amcricans.

*"Wec could see their helmets

bobbing up and W:’ e

‘r . - ~
Although they had kept radio
outside o

chili orets ane seod code.

they suspected the Iragis
were picking up their
breadcasts. With Iraqgis
repeatedly nearly closing in
on their hideouts, the
Marines destroyed docu-
ments conilaining
codewords and orders.

The Marines set up a series of
Claymore mines in the
stairwell of the complex.
and siood ready to delonate
them.

sure would have had a
rude awakening if they had
eome up after us,” said
Brown. “"We would have
blown them to hell.”

Later that day his team
spotted a chuster of Iragl ar-
mored rsonnel carriers
ncarby and called in the ar-
tillery strike that slightly
woundied Brown.

"We knew we had to take thosc
vehicles out,” Brown said.
"If we hadn't they could

havée cansed ws and
ne cise a hell of a ot
of troublec.”

One of the Marie Leams had
T fta hiding place
during battle 10 rcach a
safer Jocation for spoliing,
And at onc point, the Iragls
parked their armored
personnel carricrs directly
oulside the new hiding

place.

Throughout that night. the
Americans could hear the
Iraqi soldiers yelling and
langhing. and see them
looting what red to be
a supermarket for food.

For all the scouts. it was their
first taste of combal.

“l never expected that kind of
fear.” said Lance Cpl. David
McNamee. 19

Ingraham said: 7| didn’t eat, |
hardly drank any water and
hardly got any sleep.”

One reporter. who toured
Khafji Friday, saw litte evi-
dence of looting. Most
shops had their steel
shutters in place, though
glass windows had been
shaticred. On onc sireel
corner, there was a pilc of

invasion of S. Arabia

“"We saw a reasonable
amount of movement. They
were moving in every direc-
tion. We didn’t sce any pattern
in i." Liculenant Gencral
Thomas Kelly wold a briefling at
the Pentagon.

"l know of no indication
there was a multi-divisional
atltack being prepared against
Saudi Arabia,” he added.

"We're not expecting right
now or in an hour or two for
them suddenly o come rush:
ing acruss,” said Group Captain
Niall Irving. the spokesman for
British hcadquarters in the
Gull.

Lieutenant-General Walt
HBoomer, the US Marine Crops
Commander in Saudi Arabia.
said the ground fighting
helped prepare his: men for
bigger battles ahcad and wonld

.were in no hu
s

T

€

not disrupt the allied timetlable |

for the to drive Iragi
forces out Kuwail. |
"People have probably got- .

ten rid of some of their
the unknown, a few lcss cases
of nerves, 1 wotlld think." he
said in a pool interview. '

US and Allled commanders
have speculated the I[ragf
command wanted to goad
them into invading Kuwait be-
fore the Allied air campaign
had sufficiently weakened Iraqi
defences.

But Boomer sald the allics
and the Iragi
incursions wo bring front-
line Iragl troops to the atlen:
tion of the Allied air forces.

o iime we sec any Lroops
moving. we (the air force) are
going to go after them.” said
Brigadicr-General Pat Stevens,

“f i

1
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COAST TO COAST IN MALAYSIA

BAGHDAD : 1

raqi President Saddam Hussein (C) surrounded by his top military advisers in

a bunker somewhere in Iraq. This picture was released on January 31 in Amman

a Jordanian newspaper.

through
—AFP/UNB phote

Air raids turn
into hiving

BAGHDAD. Frb 2 : Two weeks of
alled air attacks have turned
life in Baghdad into living hell,

Reuter.

day has become a battle for
e's most basic necessilies.

Mp the hght switch when |
home. Nothing happens ol
course. | still tum the tap and

cxpect water. mothing.”
But the worst ol
cu the Allied Bombs is

Every day fear of fear apd uncertainty. Fear ol
killed or wou by AL dymg ot being maimed. fear of
or hombs. s S louing one's child. husband or

There is no power.There is little . *  pasent.
water. ARer the opening attack of the
There is very Mttle petrol, so little war; massive air sirikes on
some Baghdad and targels

morning is
impossible. Where do you get
the walter?”

Iraqi authorities this week in-
troduced a system which

provides for the two halyes of

the capital, bisected by the

river, to take tums in
getting three days supply of
waler.

The :;:n three days are walerless
and few Daghdadis have con:
tainers to store enou :tnﬂ
to last them through werek.

"0ld habits die hard.” said another
resident, "1 still automatically

The real attraction for the tourists in Malaysia is the country's
treasure-house of islands and beaches where one can still find
white sand and solitude.

turtles come to this precise
spot every year between may
and September In order to
breced. The sca here was a
decp turquoise. laced with
foam; the current was even
stron than the previous
beach. and #f was all we could

would - wander throu

rrrr

o o - s,

do 1o remain standing. black
craggy boulders jutted out
from the sea, and stood rather
monchalanatly against the
r:mhingéwm:cs. When the. tide

in’ the mornipg, we
the

went ou

‘rocks marveling at the crea-

Only 55 km

| gganu the Ke
thhbuuﬁhnduupedhml l
sanctuary for outings and picnie.

o
=

turcs trapped in the pools of
waler left behind. Bend down
to pick up a sea-shell, and it
runs angrily out of reach. Turn
a cowrie shell upside-down.

and tiny legs blessam out 1o -

heave it upright and jscultle
past your f[eet. Peer into a
mottled green spiral shell, and
beady black eyes peer back at
you. ‘Al the sound of our fool-
steps. dozens of crabs. gleam-
ing blue and green, crawed
sideways to the safety of the

watcr. We came back from the
East coast, our minds Hlled
with pictures of the forthing
waves beating on the prehis-
toric rocks, and our filled
with shells of all hues and

We drove South from KL to
Malacea. first foothold of all
the colonial powers that came
to Malaysia. Port relics
date as far back as the fifteenth
century. In the quaint red-
brick town. the smell of em-

re is silll heavy in the air,

the tombstone of a young
woman who died in childbirth
in 1800. far from home, to the
plaque in honour of Queen

t the ebuniry on
17, & local

against military targets.

On Friday five cruise missiles —
fiying at an almost sedate speed
and plainly visible — crossed
Baghdad lrom West to East and
smashed inlo the city.

The alr sirike began at 11 am
(0800 GMT) as @& group of
intérnational correspondents
visited what Iraql officials say
was a baby milk before a
‘missile reduced W 0 a tangle of

twisted steel girders and
flattened walls.
According to Washington. the

plant was in facl producing

Victoria. “Empress of India”,
laid by her "loyal and loving
subjccts” in this far-flung part
of her realm.

Our train. the KL-Bulter-
worth Express. was an hour
late. We lounged in the com-
fortable second-class car and
watched the endleas paradc of
violent American and Chinese
movies

After the twenty-minute
ferry ride. we sct fool on
Penang Island. ghisiening with
shops. The beaches were warm
and peaccful. if a bit boring
after the dramatics of the
South China Sea. Therc was
not much else in Penang. un-
less you had never set foot in
Asia before, and thrilled to the
sight of pseudo-temples where
people sold souvenirs right
u Buddha's nose.

North of Penang lic the
group of islands known as
Langkawi. The islands appear
suddenly on the borizon, greal
lumps of emerald-green forest
fringed with pearly beaches.
set in the turquoise walters.
Legend has it that a princess
sentenced to death over a love
alTair cursed the main island so
that seven gencrations would
go by before there was an
progress. Langkawi is still
fairly undiscovered, bul
progress is coming fast. The
walers are clear as crystal, and

coral reefs off the islands blaze
with colour. We snapped on
our masks and snorkelling

tubeg and paddled off o the
recl. your face dowm into
the . and a - world

‘opens up: rainbow-like parrot-
fish, and sea-urchains with

+ thetr long meedles and orange
Leyes, <neon-fish, clown
fish. and coral that waves in
the water like millions ol
miniature veils, green. lilac
and vivid red.

Baghdad
hell

[

- THE SEA LIONS OF

chemical weapons Inside the
bullding however. spilt milk
powder, containers. signs such
as “pasicurising lnc® and
stationery appcarcd to
indicate the plant was
everything the Iraqis said
waks

Plant Manager Adel Sarsam said
the lactory in Abu Ghretb, 16
km (10 miles] west of Daghdad.
had heen the only one in lraq
to produce powdered instant
formula

One sheet of paper pulled out
randomly from the rubble by
corres ts referred o a
"scientific conference lor slate
establishments for milk

production” in 1985

Information Minisiry officials said
the plant was built by rthe
French company Sodcicy
under a contraci signed in
1975. Work began in 1977,

According o a document pro-
duced by Lhe ministry. an iragl
delegation wenl (o Lhe Undiced
States on August 2, the day Irg
fnvadlid Kuwall. 1o sign an
inttial adreement with the
American Wyelh Company to
operal the factory

There were |1 wounded reated
al two different hospitals. They
included six children. One ol
them aged

12 was hiw
shrapnel that pierced his

and came 1o resi in Ms
abdomen. according to
Jaku Ghan.

Hix young palient. he said. was on
the verge of death.
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been killed. 400 captured
wounded

sii

Iran's stand
may change
on Israeli
retaliation

NICOSIA. Feb 2! lran's
neutrality in the Gull war could
change il Isracl retaliated for
iraqi missile attacks. the
Deputy Speaker of the lranian
Majlis (Parfament) sakd Friday,
reporis Reuter.

Assaduliah Dayat said - “If Is-
racl is stupid enough 1o re-
spond Lo Iragl missile atiacks
the leader and officials of the
Islamic Republic will undoubt-
edly take a position quite dif-
ferent from their present one.”

His remarks to a Friday
prayer meeting at the north-
western city of Zanjan wrere
carricd by the Irunfan ncws
agency

Allied pilots

bomb Iraqi
armour

IN NORTEASTERN SAUDI
ARABIA, Fcb 2 : Allicd pllots
ncarly had an ncrial traffic jam
as Lhey knocked outl Iragl
tanks and othcr armour during
batilcs along the Kuwaiti bor-
der, onc pilot said, reports Al

"My biggest danger was
running inlo another U.S. air-
crall,” said Marinc LL. Col. Dick
White, 39, commandcr of Lhe
Tomcat squadron of llarricr

jeis.

' Seal Bay

by Kym Tilbrook

USTRALIAN sea lions.
Which were hunted to
necar extinction in the

19th century are rec-cslab-
lishing themselves in thriving
colonies off the South Aus-
tralian and Western Australian
coastlines.

The ranks of the now-pro-
teccted mammals have riscn
stcadily to up lo 5000 with
about 75 per cent of the world
population located on islands
ofl the South Australian coast.

The largest pepulation is
found on the Pages conserva-
tjon Park two remote islands
near r Fleurieu MPeninsula
south of Adclaide the Soulh
Australian capital.

Dangerous Reel off Port
Lincoln on the Wesl Coasl --
home of the great white shark
(the white pointer) -- also has
a large population.

Aboutl 1000 Australian sca
lions are found ofl the Weslern
Australlan coast as far north as

| the Houtman Abrolhos.

And between 400 and 500
have made their home at Scal
Bay. On Kangaroo islands
windswept Coast 20km
(12.4 miles) off the soulh-
weslern tip of Fleurieu Penin-
sula,

The engaging mammals
have made the wide. Sandy
beach of Scal Bay their home
and have become a drawcard
for Lourists 1o kangaroo island.

“There are sea lions of all
ages”. South Australian national
Parks and Wildlifle Service
(NPWS) guide Mr. John Karran
said. They live breed and die

here.
Scaling was South Aus-
tralia's Nrst indusiry. By

carly ships cargo manilcsts
list tens of thousands of seal-
skins bound for the lucrative
markets of Europc and Can-
lon”.

By the mid-19th cenlury

scaling was no Iungr profl-

flable and whaling out
shortly after.
*The cudgel and muskel

had cxacted their toll, with the
Australian sea-lion population
bccoming one of the raresi

pinnipeds in the world.”
When the first ships began




