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Dhaka Day by Day
Chairman of the Committee

By S.Ban

s are bright with enthusiasm, and he
apﬂhl?m t;‘l;::c bank to deposit one thou-
sand Taka. He presents documents listing mom-
bers and commitiee goals and bank balances.
s office is a Mat-bottomed wooden wagon with
a long handle, rather like a low-lying perambu-
lator. This is also his bed. Mohammed . Nazrul |s-
lam is from the waist down. He begs at
the entrance o the High Court grounds.

Nazrul Islam is also the Chairman of the Ja-
lya Pongu Shangstha, a body comprised of some
c?;uy nmnbcr?ni whom 57 have meoncy in a
joint bank account totalling ncarly 5000 Taka.
Created five months ago, the committee is the re-
sult of Mr. Islam's conviction that "we musl
siick 1opether and help cach other ”

Members of the committee head for their daily round

.
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her tin cup and mutters constantly about the
truck accident that lefl her legless. She also
turns over 12 Taka from her begging Income.
The commitice provides loans for the handi-
capped 10 sct up small busincsses, such as shoe-
shining or paan stalls, or o buy the push-carts,
which cost 700 Taka. When a member recently
died, the commitice coniributed to his funeral
cxpenses. Similarly, wedding costs for mem-
bers' children arc shared by the committee. Mr.
Islam hopes to set up practical training classcs
in sewing, carpentry, and mechanics. Apart
from financial aid, the commitice offers advice
on income-management and family planning.
Scveral social and economic factors conirib-
ute 1o the stcady downward spiral into which

this community has fallen. A lack ol effective

lHandicapped beggars arc possibly (he sorricst
sight in an alrcady heart-rending population

. Passers-by squirm in the face of
these limbless deformitics, at the same Umce
rescnting the feelings of disgust and pity the

arousc. Yel many of these people once
had jobs, homes, and a modicum of happincss

of

in their lives.

An old bearded man now on the strects was
once a factory cmployee, till an on-the-job ac-
cident scvered a leg. The owners handed him
1200 Taka and showed him the door. He was
fortunate enough to obtain employment as a
night guard, and now scrapcs
send money home to the family. Paying 12
Taka per month o the mmlltm_lhc receives-

membership benefits.

One very aged woman lying ncar him rattles

Kindergartel-l, rural

compc

hampe

nsation puts workers dircctly on the
strects. Physical and cducational drawbacks
r their ability to find alternative em-
ployment. Even if married, the women have
little security : most of them have been aban-
doned. licalth is a constant worry, and local

thugs oficn extort ‘rent’ in cxchange for begging

privileges.

up cnough o

school contradictory

Food and Culture Adviser
Prof. Yazuddin Ahmed Tuesday
suggested recasting of the pre-
sent education system with a
view Lo creating a congenial
educational atmosphere in Lhe
campus, reports BSS.

Inaugurating a seminar on
"Environmental problems in

h and education sys-
tem” at the Dhaka University
Tedchers Students Centre
(TSC) the Adviser said during
the last nin¢é years campus en-
vironment had been polhated
by some students with arms.

Referring to costly kinder
garicn education ﬁyfi-l;_m in the
-

poor.
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Mr. Islam, who runs a
own, said he hoped fer greater co-operation
from officials, particularly in job training and
in mecting the special needs of female mem-
bers. “I know we're not supposed 1o beg,” he
half-jokes, “but what are wé to do?" e (ucks
his sheaf of papers into hi€ grimy blanket and
offers a tired smile.

small busincss of his

Thursday

5-00 Opening and rccila-
tions from Holy Quran.
5-20 News in :
cities and shanty houses for | 5-30 Khelar Jagat : Sports
rmral schools Prof. Yajuddin programme.
said these two mutually con- | 5-656 Cartoon Film : Pound
tradictory systems could T:“ Ruppies. _
continue in the country. lic
said the same standard of cdu- | 7-20 Jiboner Alo : Islam 1n
cation should be implemented day to day life.
in both rural and urban areas | 8-00 News in Bengall.
and for both the rich and the | 8-40 This week's drama :
“Tin Bone.' written by
Organised by Bangladesh Farhad Mahmud and
Zoological Society the inaugu produced by Faridur
ral session was also addressed Rahman.
the Vice-Chancellor of | 10-00 News in English
‘Dhaka University Prof. M. | 10-30 Mini film. scries :
Maniruzzaman Mia, convencr ‘Spearfickls’ Daughter’.
Seminar Organising 11-30 News in Bengali.
Commitiee Prof. M. Shahadat 11-40 Closing.
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Additional Foreign
Secrctary Riaz Rahman
sald “our is ltbera-
tion of Kuwait and cessation of
hostilities™.

The US-Sovict statement
was issued al the end of talks
between US Scerctary of Stalc

James A. Bakcer and Soviet
Forcign Minister Alcxander A
licssmertny Tuesday cvening

in '

Aboul the growing rcsent-
ment around Lhe world against
the US-Led multinational
forccs war on Iraq, the Forcign
Ministry spokcsman said “war
should not be disproportion-
atcly spread .. . Actions should

not go beyond Lhc Sccurily
Council Resolutions”.

20 launches on
Aricha-Daulatdia
route stop plying

ARICHA, Jan 30: Twenty
launches on the Aricha-Daulal-
dia route have stopped plying
in the last two days for diesel
shortage and (otal disruption is
feared anytime, reports UNB.

Thirty-five launches ferry

on the two routes of
river Jamuna. The' rest 15
launches may also come 0 a
halt if diesel supply is not en-
sured at fair price, concerned
sources said. .

Pantomime
show

The Friends of Ban ‘
Dhaka, a non-political charita-
blc organisation having its par-
cnl society in UK has boen
working for the benefit of the

people in Bangladesh, a press

a solo Pantomine
Show, recently in the city un
der the name Padatik’ in il of
fund raising campaign to hclp
the under privileged and dis-
tressed.

M A Jabbar, thc President
of the ., presided over
the function Azizul llug,
[ormer Governor, Rolary

International was the chiel
gucest.
Mr. Huq in his spcech
praised the 'Friends of
' for their service
towards the r masses ol the
country. He sought lurpnrt
and s thy of the well-todo
pcople of the society to en-
coura the Friends of
Dangladesh, Dhaka in achieving
their objectives.

The basic aim of the socicty
1~ to render scllless: social and
humamitarian services o Lhe
poor through scll-reliance.

Discussion meeting

A memorial meeting will be
held at National Bank Centre

WJatiya Grantha Kandra) Audi- -

torium tomorrow (Friday) at
3.30 pm to observe the 69th
birth anniversary of Mr, Samsul
Hugq, founder general secretary
of the then Awami Muslim
League and one of the organis-
ers of the historical Language

Movement, says a press rc-

lease, .

The meeting will 'ht:l-
presided over by Mr. Samsu
Alam ' while Justice Abdur
Rahman Chowdhury Dr. Ashraf
Siddigui, Mr. Nuri, Mr. Hu-
mayun Kabir, Prof Sardar Fazlul
Karim . Abdul Gafur Mr. Al
Mujahidi, Mr. Mahmud Nurul
Huda and Mr. M. A. Hnlgmn
will take part in the discus-

sion

OCAB meet with
Shahabuddin,
Hasina Feb 2, 3

By Staff Correspondent

The ovcrscas corrcspoin-
dents, based in Dhaka will
meet Acting President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed at the
President's Scerctariat on
Fcbruary 2.

The President is expected
to brief the members of the
Overseas Correspondents Asso-
ciation, (OCAIL3) on
important national issues.

The OCAB members will
wlso have a briefing session
with the Awami chief
Sheikh Hasina at Hotel

Sonargaon on February 3.
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A group of 75 Bangladcsh
Nationdls who crossed over o
Jordan from | after the out-
break of the war would be
flown heme on Thu or
Friday, a Foreign Office
spokcsman said herc on
Wednesday, reports BSS.

He said a chartered
acroflot ajrcraft would bring
them back via :

The cvacuces also include
the remaining members of the
Bangladesh c¢mbassy In
[ ;

Thesce DBangladeshis had
been in Amman for the last

scveral days and their sched-
uled repatriation through dif-
fecrent routes had carlier
bogged down becausc of differ-
ent problems.

They were tor be laken
Cairo by road and then flown to
Dhaka but the plan did ngt fi-

m?pnﬂ.
he Genéva- - based

international Organtsation of
Migration (IOM)

will bear the cost pl the
evacuation.

These sh nationals
arc schedu lo arrfve somc-
time Thursday, but a technical
problem in the ajyecralt could
delay the arrival by a day, the
spokesman said.

The spokesmgn rclcased
the list of 75 nationals forming
this group.

The list comtains the follow-
ing namcs:

A. H. M. Shamsul Islam, son
of Abul Khairat, Md. Delwar
Hussain soen of Mvi Momin
Uddin Akon, A, B. |. M. Md.
Rejaul Karim, son ol Abdul
Khaleque, Md. Jashimuddin
Sarker, son ol Md. Ishaquc
Sarkcer, Md. Kazcm All, son ol
Mr. Ahmed Ali, Md. Mujibul

ITuq, son of Bazlur Rahman
Bhuiyan, Asia Dcya, daughter of
Molazzal Hossain, Khawaja
Shaliqur Rahman, son of
Khawaja Matiur Rahman, Irtiza
Nasim Ali, son of M. A. Samad.

Mrs. Fahmida Nilufar,
dauvughter of Mustalizur
Rahman, Bashra, son of

Mustaflizur Rahman, Wedad,
son of Mustalizur Rahman, Md.
Rashidur Rahman, son of Md.
Motiur Rahman, Kaniz Sultana,
Rahman, wife of Md. Rashidar
Rahman, Rini Rashid, daughter
of Md. Rashidur Rahman, Pcter
Rodrick, son of Mr. Gosepi

Sangeet confce
postponed

Jatiya Rabindra Sangeet
Sammilan Parishad has post
poned fits conference and
competition scheduled for
February 8 due to unavoidable
circumstances, reports BSS,

The 3-day conference,
which was scheduled to be
held in Dhaka, has been dc-
ferred to the last week of
April, a Parishad source said.

Anti-smoking
movement
sought

Adviser for Culturce and
Food Prof. lajuddin Ahmed
urged the students community
o organise a social movement
against smoking, BSS.

Prof. lajuddin was 'spcaking
a1l a seminar on ‘The role of
students in making a smoking-
free Bangladesh’ organised by
Bangladesh Pcace and
Development Mission at Notre
Dame College Wednesday.

Principal of the college,
Father, J S Pissato, cmincnt
physician Brig (Retd) Prol A
Malik, Father Benjamin Costa,
General Seerctary of mission
Profl Azizur Rahman and a stu-
dent Subrata Devnath partici-
pated in the discussion.

Netherlands envoy

calls on Musa

The Netherland Ambas-
sador in Bangladesh, Mr H. Ga-
jentaan on Wednesday called
on, Mr A, K. M. Musa, Adviser
in-Charge of the Ministries of
Industries, Jute and Textile, at
the latter's office, reports BSS.

75 to be

Iodrick,

Md. Mominul Huq, son of
Md. Anwarul liuq, Danuel
Gomes, son of John Comes,
Mr Scato Cruze, son of Janoke
Cruze, Md. Masudur Rahman,
son of Dr Md. Mazibur
Rahman, Mickhar Alam, son of
Dr. Zahidul Alam, Salimullah,
son of Dakhai Mia, A. Mannan,

repatriated from Jordan

K. am Azad, son of Shafiruddin

Shartl. Tamistus Rozario, son of

4l Rozarto, Khabtr Uddin
Ahmed, sen of Dr. Mohd Mia.
Khondoker Rafiqul islam,
0 nI' Khandker Mozamme |
lug, Salam, son of Abdu
Malck, Giashuddin, son of Gond
Mia, Zaharrgir Alam, son of Dr.
Shajauddin, Abdus Samad,
son ol Ahsan Ullah, Md. Faran
Vila, son of A. Salam Malobbar.
Joinal Abedin Mia, son of Daga
Min, Abdul Malek, son of Anaar
Al Suruj Miah, son of Nam Al
Osman, son of Zahed AN
llcpari, Babul Mia, son of

Nururzzaman, Md. Yasin, son of

= 2
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KILLER TRUCK SPARES NONE — A housewife near
Balda Garden in city was seriously injured when a truck
went berserk and rammed a confectionary shop on

Wednesday. The Star Photo shows how unsafe the people
are even after tightening of trafTic rules on the city roads.
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Temperature rises
By Staff Correspondent

" The night temperature on Wednesday was above normal by

two to six degrees Celstus over Bapgladesh except My-
mensing. Tangail, Chittagong, Cox's Bazar, Rangpur, Dogra.
Rajshahi, Satkhira, Barisal and Bhola.
"~ The country's highest temperature at Satkhira was 29.4
degrees Celsius and minimum of lowest 10.6 degrees Celsius
was recorded at Srimangal. Dry weather will prevail over the
country fur the 36 hours ending on Friday morning. Meleo-
rological Department says.

Outlook for subsequent two days : Little change. Extended
outlook for another five days : No approciable change .

The westerly low lay over Uttar Pradesh. Bihar and ad-
joining areas while the seasonal fow lay over South Bay on
Wednesday.

The sun sets today (Thursday) at 5:44 pm and rises
tomorrow (Friday) at 6:41 am.

Temperature and humidity recorded in important ctlics
and towns were:
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Cities /towns Temperature in Celsius Humidity in percentage

Max Min 9 am 6 pm
Dhaka 28.0 16.2 85 53
Chit ng 26.0 13.9 77 74
Rﬂjslh‘:lgfﬂ 28.1 12.9 77 74
Khuilna 29.0 12.0 90 58
Jessore 29.3 13.0 - 63
I3arisal 28.2 13.8 B6 78
[Mnajpur 28.0 12.7 79 . 65
Rangpur 27.4 12.0 79 68
Sylhet 27.6 14.9 78 56
Mymensingh  28.4 13.0 RR 71

Minimum temperature’ recorded in major cities of the region [

on Wednédsday were :
New Delhi 09 degrees Celsius Flonw hong 15 degrees Eelﬂull
Karaehi- 10 7 " _Iimm]i.nk 22 "

' Belling < <08 " " Colomho 19 ~ - [

Al - Md. Hadis WMiah,
son of . lou Miah, Aswvirwl
Ahsan, son of Abdul Hag
Mrilha

Md. Abul Asher, son of
Jaltlur Rahman, Md. Jaharir
Alam, son of Md Salam
Mustiala, Mostala, son of
Ghukra Sarkar. Md Shanim
Sarker, son of lslam Sarieer,
Shahid, son of Abdur Rahmean,
Md Osman Ghani, son of
Karim Newaz BDhutyan, Md.
Amarullah, son of A B. K. Sy ed,
Anowar Basct Sirafl, son of
Nurul Islam, Md. Liakat AN,
son of Md. Laycbullah, Mon« lal,
Md. Yusi Mia, son of Md. Yal cub
Mia. Md. Abdur Rahman, so n of
Moyezuddin, Motiur Rahm an,
son of Kudrat All, Shahjal wan,

son of Nuruzzaman, Abu
Nascr, son of Abdul Malck.
Din Mohammad, sor: of

Golam Mostalfa, Mafilul, s« m ol
Samad Sarder, Sunil Cha: wira
Shil, son of Indra Mohan Shil,
Saflq Miah, son of Mastm ! diah,
Abdul Ilamiéd, son of Amii- AN,
Shamsun Nahar, daught er of
Md. Mati Miah, Md. llar ichul
lHaque, son of Junis Us«icen,
Md. Rowson All, son of Miah
Boksh, Abdul Hamid, sw»n of
Abdur Rahim, Md. Kamrul
Ahsan, son of Mr. Sailfu ddin,
Qaxi Shah Alam Haliz and
Sadcq Khan, son of :\bdul
Jubber Khan.

Dhaka to ge:t
Tk 350 cr UK

grant

Bangladcsh is to reeeh v 50
million pounds cquivale nt to
Taka 350 crore as p roject
grant from the B ritish
Governmenl under an agree-
mentl signed in Dha ka on
Wednesday, reports BSE

The visiting Undcr
Sccrctary for Dritish Cwverscas
Development Adminis itration,
Mr. Richard Manning. and the
Joint Sccerclary ol the
Economic Relations [ dvision of
the Ministry ol Finiance, Mr
Md Fatzur Rahman C’ howdhury,
signed the agreeme nt on be
hall of their respe clive gov-
ernmenis.

During Lhe annual bilateral
cconomic coopera lion mect-
ing. Lhe [iritish (Sovernment
also announced its intention Lo
provide Bangladcs.h 15 million
pounds cquiivalen'. to Taka 106
crorc approximalely in the
form of commed ity grant.

The main on -going profccls
under Dritish prro grani are
Grealer Dhaka Power
Distributioin Phasec I, Second
Gas Dcvclopment Project, Tea
Rehabilitat forv Project, Deep
Tubcwells Project, ZPl and
Rural I)cw:.lo‘nnt:nl Project 11

The Dritisla dclegation indi-
caled that their government
would give wore preference in
future to the: social sector in-
cluding educ ation, health and
poverty alleviation.

Since libc ration, the British

" government has provided 307

million pou.nds cquivalent to
Taka 2150 ‘crore as projeet
grant and 193 million pounds
cquivalent to Taka 1351 crore
as comnaodily grant of
Bangladcs h. The DBritish -
crnment a iso provides tec

cal assistiince and other form
of assislar oc on a regular basis.

Bod'y lio probe cause
of hu nger strike by
WI)B engineers

Minis try of lrrigation, Water
Developrment and Flood Con-
trol has: directed Bangladesh
Water Development Board
(BWDB') to constitute a 3
membe'r comumittee to enquire

cauvise of hunger strike by

me former work-charged
sub-as sistant engineers of the
board. a release of the

board Wednesday. reports
BSS

The: sub-assistants engi-
neers are f[as in front
the N.ational Press Club for the
last fc w days.

%,

Rehana, wife of Kader Siddiqu
followers towards the President

i. now under detention, shouting at police personnel when they blocked a
's Secretariat on Wednesday. The processionists demanded his release.




