DHAKA TUESDAY JANUARY 29, 1991

KURIGRAM
Science Week

From A Correspondent

January 28 : The 14th Na-
tlonal Science and Technology
Week-91 was formally imaugu-
rated by Mr. Fazlul Haque,
ADM, Kurigram, in nee of
a large number of school and

teachers, students and

of science clubs of

Kurigram district at Kurigram

Government College premises
on January 25.

The inaugu v
was addressed by Prol Niza-
. Profl Mostafa Bin
Hossain Khandakar, Secretary.
Science Week Udjapan Com-
mittee, Profl Sk Abu Bakar Sid-
diqui. Principal-in-charge of
Ku Government College
and Mr. Fazlul Haque, ADM,
Kurigram.

A large member of educa-
tional institutions and science
clubs of the district partici-
pated in the science week
with project for exhibitions.

Installation ceremony

The installation ceremony
of newly elected 2)]-member
office bearers of Samprotik
Shilpt Gosthi, Kurigram, was
held recently in a function
held at the local Pourasava Hall
with Mr. Asit Kumar Nandee,
Pruidqlt of the Gosthi in the
chair. r. Shyamol Kumar
Bhowmik, Secretary of the

-msthi spoke.

In this connection, a geetf
alckhya styled " Bijoyer Anonda
Dhara” was staged under the
direction of Habibur Rahman
Dulal."Hollabol”, a drama, was
also staged on this occasion
which was directed by Delwar
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No waiting room
in rly station
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platfiorm for hours together
under the open sky. They suf-
fer mueh during the rainy and
summer seasons. Women and
the children are the worst
suflcrers,
Moreover. the passengers,
particularly women, face a lot
of inconvendence for want of a
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Wanton felling
of trees
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Besides hikes ol
H“m & wiltng
eliect on the poor peopie

Mk. another report
from Bhola says bﬂthﬂ.ﬂd
owriers have been using fire-
wood to make bricks substitul-
ing meagre coal supply.

Government has so far sup-

fed 3800 tons of coal for 50

rickfields of the district
where demand was 17,500
tons, they added.

But the recent government
decision to resume gas supply
to brickfields will substantially
reduce the felling of trees.
enwvironmentalists opined.

KUSHTIA_

Huge arms
recovered

January 28 : Kushtia district
police recovered a huge quan-
tity of tllegal fire arms and
ammunition from the posses-
sion of anti-social elements in
different areas of thé district.
reports UNB.

The arms and ammunition
recovered recently included
48 pleces of fire arms of dif-
ferent kinds and 440 rounds of
cariridges.

Nine miscreants have been
arresled and six regular cases
lodged with concerned police
stations in this connection.

Vigorous drive for the re-
covery of more fllegal fire arms
is on o ensure a smooth and
congenial atmosphere for the
ensuing parliamentary election
in the districL

MANIKGANJ

Facilities absent
In hospital

January 28 : The 50-bed
Sadar hospital here has been
p ed with multifarious
problems causing immense
suflferings to patients. reports
UNB.

Patients, coming [rom [ar-
flung areas, are going back
without treatment due to lack
of medicines, necessary
equipment and shortage of
doclors.

in absence of anaesthetist
and blood bank, eondition of
surgical patients become more
precarious. The lone steriliza-
tion machine and aircooler in
the operation theatre had also
been lying out of order for a
long time.

Besides, deoctors are too
inadequate Lo with the

rising need of the patients.
Many of them re often
portedly

National

| Haphazard shrimp culture

disturbs ecology

The rapid and unplanixd
growth of shrimip farming in
Bangladesh is causing havoc
with the country's [ragile
cnvironment. It is 80
off the land.

Becl Dahkala-"swamp of
the bandits” in is one
of DBangladesh's largest
swamps over 39.000
hectares. Located in the
district of Khul-na in
southwest Bangladesh, it has
supported generations of
Namasudras, a low-caste
Ilindu minority who [armed

| the rich alluvial soils left

bchind when the waters

drained in the dry season.
But the 100,000-strong

Namasudra scattcred in 80

villages perched on the edge
of the swamp cannot farm
any more. Due to a
combination of man-made
and natural disasters, the
swamp no longer drains. It
now rescmbles an in land
lake. For most parts of the
year travcel the villages now
requires a "dunga”, the flat
boltomed canoe. V are
hucky if they can get the odd
fish. Some net shrimp fry to
scll o the shrimp farms to
the south of the swamp. But
at US five cents a hulftllo of
fry, they hardly § wading
chest in waler many
hours a day.

Like dozens of the 92 pol-

der embankments in the
coastal arca of Bangladesh,
Beel Dakhatia has turned into
an in-land lake due to bad hy-
drological planning. Thirty

ago, the decision was
taken to build coastal em-
bankments to protlect
cropland [rom salin water
washed ashore by cyclone-
induced tidal surges. But
drainage canals and rivers
have silled up due to lack of

maintenance by the
rnment.

Heavy flooding throughout
the 1980s and the encroach-
ment of shrimp farms for ex-
ports have also contribution
to the disruption of the
swamps scasonal cycle.

Shrimps arc one of Bang-
esh export syccesses,

rimp exports have grown

. [rom a more 1000-tonnes in

1980-81 to about 23,000
tonnes in 18689-90. Lasl ycar
they brought in US $1.4
billion accounting for 12% of
total exports. The land
devoted to shrimp farming
has grown accordingly from
100 hectares in 1980 to.
about 100,000 hec-tares

The rich shrimp farmers
who have sct up in Beel
Dakhatia do not want the
swamp to drain since the wa-
ters would go through
ponds washing away the

the

shrimps. The dykes erccled
to form the ponds block off
the natural drainage.,

In the floods of 1988, the
Namasudra and their neigh-
bours were forced to break
them up to save lives and
property. The people claim
that in reprisal they were
brutalised by private guards
from the shrimp farms. They,
as well as other allected
groups, are fighting back and
have staged large
demonstrations to rally
support for their causec. In
September last year, the peo-
ple of Becl Dakﬁtn took the
matter into their hands and
cut the embankment.

Claims were made al a

meetling in the village of
Kalibari that a wealthy local
politician wanted to turn the
entire swamp to shrimp pro-

_duction. If this happened, en-

tire communitics would be
displaced. Already, male
heads of families are being
forced to migrate in scarch
for work.

The Namasudras are not
the only casualties of
Bangladesh's shrimp export
boom. In Khulna, coastal
embankments arc broken te
get the salt water needed for
shrimp [arming, thus making
the land unsuitable for other

agricultural uses. Many

Carrying lobsters this fisherman returning home happily.-Star Photo.

farmers are renting the land.
to shrimp larmers provided
they get it back for planting
in the dry scason. But as the
land has got salticr, their rice
yields have fallen from 1.7
tonnes hectare to 0.5
tonnes, lorcing some to give
up farming

The rapid and unplanned
expansion of shrimp farming
is alsn threatening the
country's coaslal ccosystem.
Mangrove. forests which are
vital to coastal and estuarine
aquatic life are being
destroyed. On the southeast
coast the entire Chakaria
Sundarbans, covering about
7,729 hectares, have bcen
dcnuded for shrimp culture

.......

aaaaa

aaaaa

while the Sundarbans, the
largest mangrove forest in
the world, is also at risk.
Bangladesh's fish
rcsources are also being hit.
Because there are no shrimp
hatc-heries, shrimp farmers
obtain the [ry from
fishermen. But the sought-
aflter "begda” [ries are rare.
Researchers calculate that to
captur a single bagda fry,
thousands of aquatic
creatures, including shrimp
are wasted.
Bangladesh
diversify ex . but it must
nol be at expense ol the
poor and of the environment.
— An Oxfam feature

needs to

Local variety paddy

farming decreases

KURIGRAM, Jan 28: The
cultivation of local varicties of
tn differ-
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From Our Correspondent

cal varicties of paddy could be
cultivated without using fertil-
izer and irrigational facilities.
The uction cost is very
low. They also said that the
cultivation of IRRI-Boro was
impossible without using fertil-
izer and frrigational facilitics.
The per acre production
cost of IRRI-Boro is now ncarly
Taka 40,000. w farmers of
the district have un-
able to spend this ' meney.
Some of them have gone
bankrupt. o, e

Fodder scarcity

Enough straws cannot be
collected from IRRI-Boro. For
this reason acule scarcity of
fodder ts prevafling through-
out the

IRRI-Boro the farmers could

muu three crops In a year.
did not think of fertil-
izer and irrigation and Lheir
economic condition was bet-
ler.
IRRI-Boro is now cultivated
on a major portion of the -
cultural land in Kurigram dis-
trict but the authoritics have
taken no steps to supply power
pumps in order to minimise
the production cost of the

paddy.

The local varictics ol paddy

are more nutritious than 1RI-
Boro.
The ecological balance is
also being affected due to the

fall in the underground walter
level in many areas of the

country, it is gathered.
Annual sports

The annual sports competi-
tion of Agrani Bank Kurigram
zonc was held recently at the
local police line maidan with
much enthusiasm. A large
number ol competitors [rom
all over the district partici-
pated in the competition.

Afler the competition. Mr.
ATM Afzal Hossain, a veteran
sportsman ol Kurigram gave
away prizes to the winners., Mr.
Mahmudar Rahman, Regional
Manager, Adrani Bank, Kuri-
gram presided over the prize

giving ccremony
Prize distribution

The prize distribution cer-
emony of Annual Indoor Games
competition of Kurigram Gowt.
College was hcld recently.

Mr. S. K Abu Bakar Sid-
dque, Principal in charge of
the collcge gave away prizes to
the winners.

The prize distribution cer-
emony was addressed, among
others, Prol. Hares Halder

and Mr. Sayced

RAJSHAHI

: Professor Amanullah Ahmed Vice-
Chancellor of Rajshahi University distributing prizes
among the winners of annual athletic competition of

_ Taposhi Rabeya Hall recently.-Star Photo.

fees

EXcess
being realised from
SSC candidates

From A Correspondent

PANCHAGARH, Jan 27 :
Excessive [ees have been re-
alised from the examinees of
Secondary School Certificate
under the Rajshahi Board, it is
alleged.

Violating the Board orders
different school authorities
like r High School,
Balaramhat high school, Pan-
chagrah B.P. government High
School, Kamalapur High
School, Dr. Abeda Haliz H
School and Nutunhat High
School under Rajshahi Board
are collecting excesive fees
from the students.

It is that as a
result hundereds of examinees
are facing finacial problems for
appearing in the ensuing ex-
amination .

The fee fixed by the Board
for per theory paper is
Takal4, practical paper Taka
40 and mark sheet fee Taka
15. In total each examinee is
required to pay Taka 295 for
the examination. But, the
school authorities are demand-
ing to pay TAka 1000 to Taka
3000 from each student.

Six jailed
for dacoity

in Chandpur
From Our Correspondent

CHANDPUR, Jan 28: Six
persons were found guilty of
committing dacoity in a pas-
senger bus on Chandpur-
Comilla Road recently. ‘E:ey
were sentenced to suffer R
lor three years each with a fine
of Taka one thousand and in
default to suffer R.I. for three
months more. The judgement
was delivered by Mr. Sunil
Chandra Pal. Assistant Judge,
Chandpur. The prosecution
case in brief is that on 28-8-89
acting on secret information,
Chandpur police arrested
seven dacoits from a passenger
bus Comilla BAA 4701 near
Sholaghar. The police after in-
vestigation, submitted
chargesheet against tho ac-

cused persons. The judge after

examining the witnesses and
the evidences found six ac
cused, Al-Kusum, Fagzil Khan,
Lokman, Straj. Alamgir and
Haflz gutlty of committing da-

ooity.
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Politice

side with Saddam.
The

B

‘Halt war' cry
part of polls campaign

Star Report
Political leaders now conducting vigorous
election campaigns in their respective con-
stituencies are demanding an immediate halt to
Gulf war. Fully aware about public sentiments
since the attack on Baghdad by the US-led multi-
national forces the politicians have clearly taken

The Baily Star 9

| _scene
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political activities are making in frequent
pledges to the people as these have little attrac-
lions. Instead, war is getting top priority in their
speeches and other election activities. In reality,
it is certainly meaningless to demand for an ur-

gent halt to war from remote village areas as this
will go completely unheeded by the countries in-

volved in the conflict.

But politicians know that to honour the
sentiments of the voters is always rewarding.

Our Sirajgonj Correspon-
dent wriles: Begum. Khaleda
Zia, chiefl of BNP saild, demo-
cratlic rights of pcople were
ensured only during BNP
regime since the liberation.
She was addressing a public
mceting at Sirajganj College
ground recently with district
President and BNP nominee
Mirza Muraduzzaman in the
chair. She said only patriotic
nationalist forces can ensure
democracy and press [reedom.
Shaheed Zia announced a 19

point programme for welfare
of people and BNP is now de-
termined to implement that
programme:, she added. Be-
gum Zia said BNP did not take

-|plnmu1}-ehcthnurd:r-u-

tocratic regime and after
toppling Ershad regime by
mass upsurge BNP is taking
part in the ensuing polls a
neutral and care-taker gov-
crnment. .

| Our Kushtia Correspondent

adds: A public meeting organ-
ised by Daulatpur Upazila (JSD-
Inu) and lheld at Matburapur
High School ground Saturday

alternoon urged the people to.
cast their ‘voles and
lelect Kazii Ahmed from
Kushtia consti no. | and
the leadens also for for-
mation a L on the

basis of national consensus.
Presided over by Md. Hase-
muddin, the was ad-
dressed by Kazi Arif Ahmed
and Hasanul Haq Inu. Address-
ing the meeti Kazi Aril

|Ahmed said that if elected he

would take: all possible mea-
surcs to redress the gricvances
of the farmiers, ensure supply
of agricultu ral inputs, augment
supply of i. K. canal water by
renovation of GK project ma-
chineries and instal new

|pumps arxi complete the con-

struction of Islamic University.
He also dimanded immediate
trial of dejposed President Er-
shad, his associatcs who are

jresponsible for economic ru-

ination of ithe country.

I Tl'hevrrttunf\rﬂ

m“mna'
enlistted in Borguna

UNB form Borguna adds: A
total of 500 eligible voters of a
village im the sadar upazila
were not enlisted in the voters

list for the parliamentary clec-
tion

lage south

Kalitobok under Dholua union
of the dlistrict found their
names missing from the voters

list when they approached the
local election commission of-

E to obtain their serial num-
il was that the Elec-
tion Cornmission office here
demanded illegal
to

missioner H N Halder has
formed a one member inquiry
committee headed by a magis-
trate to probe the ¥

Salahuddin Kader
Chowdhury

Our Stall Correspondent
writes : National Democratic
Party Secretary General
Salauddin Kader on
Saturday said that his party
was contesting the polls to
hasten transition to demoec-

racy.

He was addressing a public
meeting at Kamalpur Madras-
sah ground of Rauzan upazila

in C
Presided over a local
leader Shaflik Ahmed the

meeting was addressed by
Mustafizur Rahman, Abul
Mabud and Shamsul Alam.

Salauddin Kader Choudhury
said that they fought autocracy
to build up an democratic
order. He hoped that a repre-
scntative government elected
through free polls was the
need of the hour. The NDP
lcader observed that all politi-
cal partiecs had responsibility
for upholding the norms of
democracy during the election
period

He urged the people 1o vote
for the honest men to emanci-

A correspondent [rom
Narayangan] adds : The district
is currently under the grips of
election fever.

Narayanganj town itselfl
lurned into a veritable garden
of banners, placards, posters,
festoons and election camps.
Ever since the submission of
nomination papers by the
contenders electioneering got
underway in remarkable man-
ncrs. Tea stalls started to drive
a roaring trade and

tremely tight-l
whom they 'mm'ﬂt

of essentials

From Our Correspondent

BAGERHAT, Jan 27 : Prices
of essential commeodities have
shot up here following the Gulf
WrAr.
Price of rice has shot up Tk
2.00 per kg. The commodity is
currently selling here between
Tk. ] and Tk. 13 per kg ac-
cording Lo gquality as against
between Th. 9 Tk. 11 pre-
viously. Kerosine is now being
sold here at Tk. 30 per kg. as

against Taka 18 previously. It
is reported that the commeod-

where there f{s
communication.
Prices of all
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Beans now sell at Tk 8 per kg

|instead of Tk 6, Cauliflower at

Tk. 7 as T™k. 6
NMotato at E_ﬂpuhgﬁt:l
ofl Th 5.

This sudden wmise in

of essentisnl commodities af-
fected all classes of people in
general ancd the poor and the
limited income group in par-
ticular

MCMW-

dent says : Prices of essential
lcommodities including rice,

atta, oil, vegetables and other
commaodities have

ruhi, katla, , kol
and silver carp lhnw”
up. Price of both beef and mut-

The Bangladesh Agricultural
Development Ceorporation
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