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International
cultural night

International cultural
night featuring cul-
tural traits of Bangla-
desh, India, Indone-
sia, China, Thai-
land, the Phili-
| ppines and
Tashkent.
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Feature

l Health

UNICEF target for
the year 2000 to end
mass child deaths and
malnutrition provi-
des every reason
to be achieved.
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| Becker on top

i
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Bons Becker becomes
world No. 1 after win-
ning Australian
Open title.
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International

Oil spill won’t
hinder operation

Bush said Friday
and US officers re-
peated Saturday that
the oil spill will not
impede military
operations.
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NEWS BRIEFS
Iraq reopens
border

RUWEISIIED Jordan), Jan
27: Iraq rcopened its border
with Jordan Sunday aller a
four-day closure, allowing a
some war evacuccs and oil
trucks to cross. Sevenly
Tunisians and one Jordanian
family had crosscd by carly
afternoon. Alter crossing the

border, some rcfugees said
3,000 to 5,000 pcople - Egyp-
tians, Sudanesc and other Arab
nationalitics, with a scattering
of Asians and Alricans-- were
still waiting at the Iraqi border
post of Trcbil, reports AP.

Iran unveils
peace plan

NICOSIA, Jan 27: Iran's
Parliament Spcaker Sunday
unveiled a Gulfl war peace plan
calling for an immediate cease-
fire, similtancous wilhdrawal
by both sides and a halt to
Jewish scttlement in the West
Bank. The official, Mahdi Kar-
rubi, also asscrted that Iran ©
will certainly fight Isracl along

other Muslim states™ if

' the Israclis entér the war

against Iraq, Iran's official ls-

lamic Rcpublic News Agency
said, rcports AP.

Saudi bans on
Palestinians
CAIRO, Jan 27: Saudi Arabia
has reportedly issued a new
order barring Palestinians and
nationals of four Arab countrics
from entering the Kingdom,
reports from the Saudi capital

ol Riyadh said today, reports
Xinhua

Five hurt in
Delhi blast
NEW DELHI, Jan 27: At
least five people were injured
when a bomb exploded near a
cinema in the crowded old
xler of Delhi this eveni
Press Trust of India (PTI
news agency sald.

If you miss your copy of the Daily
Star today, please don't hesitate to |
call the Circulation Manager imme-
‘ diately on Tel: 246023-4 (PABX),

The Daily Star is at your service day
' in and day out. :
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Let us devote our efforts to
| ensure free and fair polls on
February 27. Cast your vote
judiciously and allow others
to exercise their rights.
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forces?

Iraq may use chemical weapons

Iraq hinted it would use
chemical or wcapons
against the Allied forces as the
Iraqi port city, Dasra was re-
lentlessly pounded on Sunday,
report agencics.

Mecanwhile, landing of lraqgi

in lran spec-
ulation of dissension within
the gl armed lorces.

iran called for world to
fighy the devastating oil
damages in the Gull.

Chemical war threat

AP reports: Iraq hinted it
would use chemical or -
cal weapons against the US-
multinational force as allied
aircrafl blasted Iraq’'s port city
ol Dasra on Sunday, without
cncountering resistance.

iraq's new Mother of Bat-
lics radio station held UN Sec-

{ relary-General Javier Perez de

C responsible for the ugly
crimes of Allied forces that
indiscriminatcly attack civil-
jan, economic and religious
largels.

The accusations came as Al-
licd warplanes kept up an un-
relenting bombardment of
Iraq. Explosions lit the night
sky above Basra, Iraq's only
Guil port and military hecad-
quartiers for the Kuwait the-

alrc.

Iran's official news agency
siid the flashes were seen 26
milcs (40 kilometers) away in

L e T e e e e e s iy

RIYADH, Jan 27: US planes
attacked and hit two pipe valve
sysiems at a Kuwaiti eil
terminal feeding a vast oil slick
in the Gulf, Allied commander
General Norman Schwarzkopl
said today, reports Reuter.

* lIragqi cities, mainly
Basra, heavily pounded.

* Iran calls to help to
fight oil slick.

* Three more planes
downed : Iraq.

* Gulf oil slick 85 miles
long.

* Iraq fires 4 more
missiles at Israel.

v 22 shot
down: Alics.

* (il slick moving south

13 miles a day.
* il slick over
240 square miles.
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against Allied troops

ing it might aittack with
chemical and biological
wea .

pons

It also boasted that while
Iraq's heroes are confronting
the enemy's barbaric attacks,’
the country’'s missile forces
continue to launch attacks on
israc]l and Saudi Arabla “to
makc its encmics a
price sooner and not later.”

Dissension

Reuter reports from Wash-
ington: At lcast 24 Iragi fight-
crs and other aircrall have
landed at airfields in Iran, the
Pen said Saturday.

But US Decfence oflicials

Scec Page 10 Col 4

Iraqi President Saddam Hussein visiting the war front.

—Photo from CNN telecast

_Hearing of arms case
against Ershad soon

By Staff Correspondent

A Special Tribunal headed
by the Sessions Judge is likely
to take up the arms case
against ousted President H. M.
Ershad for hearing soon,
according to official source.
The (ribunal will be formed

under Special Powers Act,

P
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APSU demonstrators ti‘ﬁhg to break the

villa at Guishan.

Police on Sunday obstructed
a march by the All-party Stu-
dents Unity (APSU) towards
Gulshan where the dcposed
president, Ershad is detained
under the Powers Act.

The APSU march demand-
ing transfer of the former
president to the Central Jail
and his trial by a court
starled from the Dhaka Uni-
versily campus at around 12
noon.

A secction of the marchers

————

1974 to Lry the arms case.

The amended provision of
the Arms and Explosives Act
provides for punishment of
one up to life imprisonment, il
found guilty.

Police on Saturday submit~
Sce Page 10 Col 7

16 ladies

locked 1n

battle
By Staff Correspondent

BNP chief Begum Khalcda
Zia faces Awami. Lecaguc
General Secretary Begum
Sajeda Chowdhury and another
AL candidate Sirajul Huq In
Dhaka 9 and 5 constiluencics

: S
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By DU Correspondent

howcever proceceded breaking
the police barric near Bijoy
Sarani. But the U leaders
asked them to stop showing
respect to the interim gov-
ernment when some students

got agitated.
While addressing the
marchers near Bijoy Sarani the

APSU leaders gave an ultima-

tum to the government asking

for transfer of former presi-
dent Ershad to the Central Jail

within next 24 hours failing
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police bastion during their march towards Ershad
—Start photo

Shift Ershad to Central Jail
in 24 hours, APSU tells Govt

which, they warned, an action
programme would be an-
nounced from a rally on the
DU campus today (Monday) at
10 am.

Among othcrs Chhalra
League (H-A) president Shahe
Alam, assistant gencral secre-
tary ‘of Dhaka University Cen-
tral Students Union (DUCSU)
Najimuddin Alam, Chhatra
Union gencral secretary Nasir-
Ud-Doza, Samajtantrik Chhatra

Sce Page 10 Col 3

Farm loan relief pledge |
involves Tk 1,200 crore

The financial implications
of clectoral commitments on
outstanding agricultural cred-
its alonc by the two major con-

1 testing partics will invelve a

huge amount of funds — Taka
1200 crorc to a minimum.

Banglad« sh Nationalist Party
(BNT') and DBangladcesh Awami
League (AL) as wcell have an-
nounced in almost idcntical
terms the programme lor agri-
cultural loan relicl. it includcs:
writing ofl all loan claims up to
Taka five thousand. Thc ex-
emption of intcrest accrued on
oulstanding loans up to Taka
ten thousand.

Begum Khaleda Zia and
Sheikh Ilasina ‘have alrcady

By Moazzem Hossain

committed themselves to fm-
plement: the programme, if
voled to power. The commit-
ments have been made
through their clectoral pledges
in the course of their rceent
tours to the countryside.

The outstdnding agricultural
credits arc a major {ssuc in Lhe
rural arcas. Certiflicale cascs in
thousands arc.pcnding against
*defaulting loances.” Fresh
credits in agricultural sector
have slowed down as the banks
arc not offering loans lo
"defaulters” on the ground
that they have lost ‘cligibility’
for the same.

Total outstanding agricul-
tural credits amount to about

Taka 5,000.00 crorc. The
banks have so far disbursed
fresh loans ol about Taka 226
crore againsl the target of
Taka 1100 crore for fiscal
1990-91.

The banking sources said
about one [ifth ol the total
outstanding agricultural loan is
on account of credits involving
Taka 5,000.00 or Iless.
Accumulated intércst on loan
operations up 10 taka
10,000.00 will invoive more
than Taka 150.00 crore.

The agricultural loan reliel
programme of the two major
partics will thus involve writ-

ing ofl a large amount ol out- .

Sec Page 10 Col 2

30 injured in
clash at JP's
Chandpur

meeting

CHANDPUR, Jan 27: Acting
Chairman of Jatiya Parly
Mizanur Rahman Chowdhury
today called upon the political
lcaders to follow the code of
conduct given by the Election
Commission that calls for tol-
crance and respect lo each
other's views, reports UNB.

He was addressing a largely
attended public mecting here,
his home town, to start the

election campaign for his
Jatiya party which fielded

‘about 270 candidates for the

See Page 10 Col 2
Detention of

Kader Siddiqui
- challenged

By Supreme Court Corre-
spondent

A Division Bench compris-
ing Mr. Justicc Md. Abdul Jalil
and Mr. Justice Quazi Shafiud-
din of the High Court Division
of the Supreme Court issued a
Rule Nisi on Sunday upon
Bangladesh, represented by
the Secretary to the Ministry
of Home Affairs and four others
éalling upon them to show
causc on or before February 6
as to why the detenu Abdul

Sec Page 10Col 7 -
Writ against
detention of

Mosharraf,
Zinat
By Supreme Court

Correspondent
A Division Bench ol the

'| Suprcme Court, High Court

Division comprising Mr.
Justiee Fazle [lussain
Mohammad labibur Rahman
and Mr. Justice Abdul | lasib on

Sec Page 10 Col 3
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Pébple know th: joined

'86 polls: Khaleda

GHATAIL (Tangail), Jan 27:
Begum Khaleda Zia said loday
BNP reverted to democracy
from one-party autocratic rule
imposed on the country by a
politicall party, reports UNB.

"BNP had first introduced
true democracy in the country
under a mull-party sysicm, -
she told an clectioneering rally
at thc Thana maidan hcre in
the alicrnoon.

Without naming, thc BNP

lcader alleged those who had
established autocracy during
their rule later helped Ershad
restore it by deposing an
elecled government.
"Conspiracy is still on
against the patriolic nationalist
forces who wanl to give back
democracy to the people,”
Khaleda told her audience and
asked them to be cautious
against the conspirators in Lhe

See Page 10 Col 6

"No democratic rule

in 15 years: Hasina

Awami Leaguc President
Sheikh lasina on Sunday
called on the people to cast
voics for “boat” symbol to clect
an accountable government for
ending corruption, exploita-
tion and irregularitics prac-
tiscd by the past regimes, rc-
ports UNDB.

She was speaking scparately
to delegations of Dhaka City
Rickshaw Owners' Association,

Dhaka City Rickshaw Drivers’
Association, desh Wel-
farc Association of the Loanecs

and Bangladesh Water Devel-
opment Board Sramik Karma-
chart Lcague.

Hasina, also the leader of
the B- aliance, said her
party and the alllance an-
nounced a 7-point soeio-eco-
nomic and political pro-
gramme to ensure political
siability and cconomic eman-
cipation through establishment
of a society free from depriva-
tions.

The criscs in every sphore

Sece Page 10 Col ]
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h

in each of the
high schools.
dred others

government
About five hun-

be recruiled

of such rulcs recruilment was
hlwppl.'d in govern
ment high schools since 1984,
the sources added.

The posts crealed o intro-
duce lwo shifls include those
ol 40 assistant headmasiers,
| 491 assisitant teachers and

eight head moulanas. Besides,
' 6] upper division assistants,

' 62

. appointed in the

| ble shift was introduced in 22

lower division assistanis
and 315 menial stafll will be
rmmenl
sccondary schools offering
double shifts.

According lo sources, dou-
schools at old district head-
quartcrs including Dhaka city
till 1990. This yca the Gov-

Sec Page 10 Col 5
Hasina comes

under fire for

seat offering

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League President
Sheikh Hasina has come under
increasing pressurce from her
party workers opposing her
decision to 368 seals
to the components of the
Eight-party Alllance. Many of
them came in procgssions to
lodge protcst against the deci-
sion at the Dhanmond| resi-
dence ol Sheikh Hasina.

A truck procession was also
brought out by the Awami
League workers of Nawabgan|
to protest the decision.
held demonstration in front of
National Press Club and later
wenl to the Dhanmond! resi-
denece of Sheikh Hasina.

The AL chiel also rececived
complaints from her partymen
from dilferent constituencies
about the candidates of the 8-
party parincrs who are yet to
issuc any statement asking
their candidates to withdraw
from the race in favour of AL
candidates. There are more
than 200 candidates of the
smallcr partners of the alliance
throughout the country.

Mcanwhile, almost all the
candidatcs of the smaller 8-
party partners who got the
bicssings of Awami League have
changed their clection m
to ‘boat’. Prol Mozallar .
presidcnt of NAP, is the only
candidate who is contesting
the clection with his party

See Page 10 Col 1
Stern action
for corruption
in polls

The chief Election Com-
missioner Justice Mohammad
Abdur Roul Sunday held the
[irst mecting in
tlown as a part of the Elections
Commission’'s programme (o
cxchange views with po-
itictans, distinguished per-
sonalitics and officials at
differcnt places with a view o
holding [ree, falr, impartial
and corruption free parli-am-
entary cleetion, reports BSS.

During the meeting the
chicl Election Commissioner
directed all to put down with
iron hand any cormupt or ler-
rorist activities. There musi
nol be any or
in this respect, stressed.

NEW DELHI, Jan 27:
Security forces with orders to
shoot rioters on sight today
patrolled an Indian town
where five people were killed
in Hindu-Muslim clashes
sparked by an anti-Gull war
protest, news reports said,
reports AFP.

Police and paramilitary
forces were gut in force In
curfew bound Ghaziabad ncar

here following the Saturday
evening violence that left five

| dead. At least 50 people In-

jured and more than 100
shops gutted, the reporis said.

The condition of nine
brought to hospitals here was
said 1o be serious.

The violence erupled on
Chaziabad town, just outside,
the Indian capital, llmlz
evening aflter some 2
Muslims burmt US President
George Bush in effigy to con-
demn allled atiacks on -irag,
the Hindustan Times and
other newspapers said.

A predominantly Hindu

Anti-US protests spark riots
in India : Five killed

group, of some 200 to 300 cel-
cbrating India’s Republic Day
ncarby protested against the
cfigy burning, triggering ver-
bal exchanges which led o
widespread violence.

Newspapers reported that
Lhe Ltwo altacked each
other w‘ll:- stones, knives and
home made bombs while
snipers fired on the crowds
from and arsonists set
ablaze more than 100 shops
ncar the town's bus lerminals
and rallway siation.



