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Dhaka Day by Day

it 1s always heartening to have a book kair or
like Dhaka. It re-

ing and makes people
their money on books rather than on
other fancies. Persons who believe that books
belong to student days only. are persuaded to
books with their attractive cov-
. When prices are not formidable and
books themselves are tempting they stop
rchase one or two lor themsehes and

book exhibition in a
vives the habit of
spend

through

the
the

i £
b

children. When
is a case of rric

display it makec-~
one pause and wonder

The Central Public
Library saw an intriguing
display of minlatufe

s this week. This
was arranged by the
USSR Embassy. It in-

11

at the inan
guration of the book dis
play professor Zillur
Rahman Siddiqui. Prese

dential Alflvisor [or Edua-
cation said, "We learn
rve the his

tage of one's nation from
the Soviet Union. He also

pointed out that the collection. presented
xample of love and al-

Mrs. Salakova, was an e
fection for cultural heritage.

Addressing the gathering at the opening
the book show Mr .S Salakova said that she
was very satisfied with the manner in which
her books had been exhibited and said that she
had been longing to visit Bangladesh for some
people come to know
each other betlter, and become closer to each

time. "Through books

other”. she said.

The exhibition included the display of 113
books and had been divided into five sections.
The different parts included items on Azerbai

Tiniest Books on Display

By Fayza Huq

Z. S.akova showmyg the Lintest books

gﬁ;;i', " vollection.

jan (the hame of the collector), the Holy Qu-
ran. oriental poetry. Russian literature and
rare publications.

Among the books on Lenin the smallest was
16x16 m.m. in size. One rare book on Olympic
oath was 5 m.m. In size.

A major part of the display
ed to Russian literature and included books by
Pushkin. Therc was a miniature
book "Captadn ~ Dandhter” published in Moscow

had been devot-
copy of his
in 1900. This was a rare

l"u‘l:ly_

Mrs. Zarifa
Salakova, who is born in
I3aku. is a philologist and
is also a member of All
Union Section of Lovers
of Minliature Books., Her
collection comprises
| 700 miniature books.

The other
a1bsorbing book display
wus the Chinese book
lestival, also held this
week at the Public Li-
brary. This may not have
roused the curiosity of
the viewers as mucl: as
the fascinating minia-
iures of Mrs. Salakov's
However. il
nffered numerous books
lur sale at reasonable
prices, the cheapcest
nnes being for Tk3.
There were. books on
vartous subjects to lure
the buyer.

in the general infor-

mation section thero
were titles such as "An

Amcrican in China” by Sidney Shapiro and "Wit
and Humour from Ancient China”. TK 800 was

the highest price of books in this section.

of

and poetry

There were books on politics, economics
and law. “"Why China has no inflation” was for
Tk 3 only. There were history. geography. lit-
erature and medical books as 'well. Martial arts
had not been
absorbing than anything else were the chil-
dren’'s books with their gay illustrations.

ignored cither. More

Book festivals make people think and read

more. This enouragement of reading surely re
sults in more flow of knoweledge. which is 1m-
perative in a place litke ours.

Plea to remove rural-urban

disparity in education

Prof. laxuddin Ahmed, Ad-
viscr, Incharge of Cultural Af-
fairs, Saturday called upon the
women community to take ac-
tive in creating a demo-
mtlcp.;:wimnntnl for holding
free and fair elections. reports
BSS.

He was speaking at the in-
augural session of a two-day na-
tional seminar on ‘envir-
onment and women' organised
by Women in Science and
Technology in Asian Region
(WISTAR) held at the Bang-
ladesh Agricultural Research
Council (BARC) auditorium in
Dhalka.

Dr.lazuddin suggested equal
standard of education system
in both rural and urban areas
and said in the cities kinder-

ns are sprawling where

the affluent guardians are
nding thousands of Taka for
R:ir children but in the vil-
lages there are schools without
fence and benches. This

inequality could not go to-

gether in a sovereign country,

he added.

He urged the women to be
vigilant so that arms could not
be used in the polls as he ob-

sernved. "Arms and [rec elec-

tion could not go wgether'.

He emphasised the necc ior
crealing a congenial aumo-
sphere so that women could be
integrated into the overall na-
tional activities. He said
women should be conscious
about it and undertake re-
sponsibilities for policy mak-
ing. research, education and
industries. He said. "women
should also be conscious about
environment, politics and the
country.”

Presided over by Dr.Shahidh
Rafiq, President, WISTAR, the
inaugural session was also ad-
dressed by the Chairman ol
University Grants Commission,
Prof. M. Shamsul Huq. Physi-
cist. Prof. M. Shamsher Ali,
Executive Vice-Chairman of
BARC. Dr.M.Sujayetullah Chow-
dhury, Chief Consultant of
Secondary Science Education
Project, Dr.A.M. Sharafuddin.
Joint Secretary of Science and
Technology Division, Mrs.
Khodeja Azam. Profl.Sultana
Shafi and Prof.Z.N.Tahmida.
Prof.lazuddin said during the
last 20 years scientific and
technological rescarch and in-
novative activities could not
progress in conformity with
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the rural life and onc of the
main reasons f[or Lhis was
backwardness of women com
munity. He said time has comc
to evaluate the status of women
in scientific research and edu-
cation and analyse our em-
ployment and technical poli-
cics and development pro-
grammes.

-----

Irsad's sitar
recital today

A sitar recital by Irshad
Khan will be held at Sonargaon
Hotel today Sunday at 7 p.m.
says a press release,

The recital is being
organised. as a fund raising
campaign by the esh

Protibondhi Foundation. The
Protibondhi Foundation is a
irist dedicated to the cause of
the mentally disabled childrén
and adults.

Steps to ensure
oil supply for
irrigation

GCovernment has taken

elfective measurcs to ensurc
normal supply ef lub Oil and
diesel during the current irri-
gation scason throughout the
country to increase country's
food-grain production, reports,
UNB.

Supply of diesel and lub will
not be hampered in any part of
the country especially in the
irrigation-intensive areas duc
{o Lhese steps, say a PID hand-
oul.

Farmers have been advised
to produce optimum quantity

of foodgrains by continuing use

of their irrigation pum
by conducting their larming
activitics with full enthusiasm.

price of aman, says a PID
handout.

The decision was taken in
the meeting of the Council of
Adviscrs h':?d on January 24 at
the Bangabhavan with the
Acting President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed in the
Chair.

several important issues such
as the reported 'black-listing
of some newscasters by so-
called "jote” which has becn
allegedly intimidating the TV
authoritics since the fall of the

Ershad regime.
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A CITY OF RICKSHAWS — Dhaka has turned out to be a city of rickshaws, which ease the -ufferings of the people in the
number of mini-buses, buses and auto-tempos. But then, the number of rickshaws has swelled in the

absence of

The Duily Star 3

I -

-

city as most of them are without licences and the drivers are just freshers in the field. As a result, they flagrantly flowt
“traffic rules as they are unaware of those and come from rural areas due to lack of employment opportunities there.

Call to ensure
safety for

foreigners

The Chairman of Bangla-
desh Garments Manufactuers
and Exporters Association
(BGMEA). Mr.Mosharraf
lHossain, Saturday called upon
all 1o help ensure safety of all
[oreigners working in
Bangladesh in the interest of
country's economi¢ growth,
reports BSS.

He said the Bangladeshi
people. famous for their tradi-
tional hospitality., should be
more careful about the safety of
foreigners working here and
who may visit in future.

Lauding strong government
measures in this regard, the
BGMEA Chairman urged the
law enforcing agencies to be
moré vigilant so that free
movement of the foreign
guests are not disrupted in-any
Wil

The 100 per cent export-
oriented garments industries
in Bangladesh largely depends
on [requent contacts with the

foreigners for many reasons,
he added.

Body to pfebe
MBBS admission
test incident

A three-member inquiry co-
mmitteec has been set up to
probe into the incidents which
led to the abandonment of the
M.B.B.S. admission tests in
DhakA Friday. it was official
slated, reports BSS.

Prof Habibur Rahman
Ansari, Director of Medical
Education, Training and Re-
scarch has 'been made tLhc
chairman of the Committee
which was the principals of
Dhaka Medical College and Sir
$alimullah Medical Collcge as

the two other members

The committee is to submit
its rcport within three days.
was further stated.

s M.B.B.S. Admission
Test Examination had to bc
suspended ‘as some owtsiders
created troubles a' some

-examination centres.

| Five-party rally

in front of
Foreign Office
January 29

The five-party alliance will
hold a rally in front of the For-
cign Ministry on January 29 at
11 a." m. demanding the with-
drawal of Bangladesh troops
from Saudi Arabia. reporis

BSS.
A party press release said

the interim government
should bring back the troops
from Saudi Arabia since the
despatch of the soldiers was
not in line with the "world
opinion and the position of
Bangladesh people on the is-
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SUNDAY

5.00 Opening annoncment,
Al-Oniran.

5.10 News in Bangla.

5.20 Programme summary.

5.22 Recitation from the
Bible.

5.25 Hasikhushi.

5.55 Educational progr-
amme - Perspective.

6.20 Sports programme.

7.06 Tagore songs.

8.00 News in Bangla.

8.30  Sampratik.

9.00 Drama serial -Against
the Wind.

9.50 Tomorrow's program
me.

10.00 News in English

10.30  Shilpa-o-Sahitya.

11.30 News in Bangla.

11.40 Monday's programme,
verses from Al-Quran,
National Flag and
National Anthem.

11.45 Close down.

Groos violation of traflic
rules s mainly responsibie for
traffic jam on city roads and
the ﬂuh&n has mounted
specially r the recent polit-
ical changes in the country.
The drivers secn to be no re-
specter of law and whims
dominate when they drive
their vehicles. As a result,
there are traflic jams more
often than not, on the city
roads and streets and it takes
hours for the police lo clear
away. Thus the plight of the
city dwellers knows no bound.

The rickshawpullers are
[requently found plying their
vehicles even on the roads
where there are restrictions
already. Besides, road dividers
were conveniently broken at
somc places and the vehicles
cross roads through the bro-
ken dividers. Rickshawpullcrs
are often seen lo cross over
the dividers as the diversions
are at a long distance,

Plight of people
To add to the miseries of
the people slow-moving vehi-
cles such as rickshaws and
pushcarts ply on wrong tracks
causing tralfic jam. Overload-
ing, overtaking, more than one

row for unfair competition,
haphazard and unauthorised

parking and stoppage of heavy

transport at the will of the
drivers arc a common scene in
the city now-a-days.

Traffic jam has become a

feature during the peak
hours (6 am to 10 am and 3.30
pm to 7 pm) in city areas like
Gulistan, Molijhcel, Jatrabari,
Sayedabad, Tikatuly, Purana
Paltan, Malibagh, Farmgate,
Science Laboratory. Sadar Ghat
and Tipu Sultan Road.

MMhvr worth-ciling causcs
of traffic jam, as identificd by
the Police (Traflic) Depart-
ment include : plying of unau-
thorised rickshaws, ever in-
creasing numbcr ‘of vehicles,
roads in bad shape and con-
demned vehicles, plying of

trucks during the peak hours,
rash driving by the inexperi-
‘enced drivers, piling building
‘materials and trading by hawk-

ers on the road-sides, frequent
digging of roads by dillercnt
departments like Telephone
and Telegraph and Titas Gas
and inadequate measures. Lo
cope with the situation.

Recommendations

Recommendations to over-

come the situation were
placed before the higher au-
thorilies scveral times, but all
those' are yct to be imple-
mented, traffic police sources
dold.

Anarchy on city roads,
no end in sight

By Nazmul Ashraf

Among the rccommenda-
tions arc : rcpair of roads in
poor shape, replacement of out
of order and non-effective tral-
fic signals, strict maintcnance
of road-divider everywherce,
construction of flyover at the
level crossings, pushing out
the unauthorised rickshaws
and pushcarts and [rom the
roads and forming a national
copsensus ol withdrawal of
slow-moving vechicles like
rickshaw and pushcanrt.

Mr. Ahmedul Huq Deputy
Commissione (Traflic) of Po-
lice told ‘The Daily Star' on
Thursday hoping the situation
would improve with an elected
government in the power. He,
however, took over ‘only re-
cently. :

Terming traflic jam on the
cily roads alarming, the Deputy

Commissioner stressed Lhe

Steps for

— Star photo

neced for a coordinated effort
by all conccrned Lo improve

Lthe overall traffic system in the

country.

When his atllention was
drawn to the anarchy in the
vchicular traflic, Mr. Ahmedul
Huq admiticd there were inci-
dences of violation and he
commented, maybe, Lthcse
pcople still feel they enjoy the
victory in the recent mass up-
surge and ply their vchicles
indiscriminatcly.

The Dcputy Commissioncr
admitted that lapses on the
part of a section of traflic po-
lice somctimes causc Lra
jam and approprialc action is
normally taken in such cascs,
he told.

He also underscored the
nced for increasing the police
force 10 cope with the abnor-
mal anarchy in road traffic.
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‘Iragi embassy
funding rallics’
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and funding
doemonstrations
irics [riendly 0 Bangladesh 0
serve (ts couniry's pelitical

diplomatic norms.
Fazlar Rahman, Director
Gencral of the West Asta Desk
at the Minisiry of F
Allairs regretied Lhat the
Embassy had not refrained
from activities which was in
contravention of diplomatic
bechaviour despite the request.
"Necessary action will be
laken in due time if the gl
mission docs nol stop the ae-
livities repugnant w0 Lhe

diplomatic norms”, the official
sad.
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Muktijoddhas’ meet
of the

A
Muktijoddah Kallyan
be held on

Sangstha will
February | (Friday) at 10 a.m.
at the Sangstha's office at 28/
Topkhana Road in Dhaka, re-
ports BSS,

Muktijoddhas of Bikrampur
have been requested (o attend
mecting.

 Reunion
"The X'mas and New Year

Reunion organised by Bang-
ladesh Christian Association
will be held today at
5 pm at Tejgaon Church

Community Cenlre (Farmgate).

A mun? ol the executive
committee of the CGanachhaya,
a cultural organisation, will be

held today (Sunday) at its cen-
tral office.

All members have been re-
quesied to attend the meeting,

return of tribals

from India sought

A 10-member delegation
represcnting professionals and
students belonging to

Chitiagong Hill Tracts called -

on the Acting President, Mr.
Juslice Shahabuddin Ahmed,
at President's Secretariat
Saturday, reports BSS.

Led by agriculturist Subodh
Bikash Shakma, the de
congratulated the Actling

President for various steps’

taken by the {Interim
government to hold peaceful,

[rec, fair and fmpartial parlia-
mentary polls on February 27.
The delegation submittied a
memorandum to the Acting
President demanding removal
of the Chairmen and Mcmbers
of the three hill District
Councils and suspension of the
councils in the interest of free
Members of the delegation
‘'said that incase there was any
difficulty to remove the chair-
men or to suspend the District

Low persists over Bay

Night temperature
to rise gradually

By Staff Correspondent

The night temperature will
rise gradually all over
Bangladesh during the next
two days, according to the me-
teorological department.

The night temperature on
Friday and Saturday remained

nearly unchanges, but was still
below the normal by two to

ﬁvedegrmcelﬂu_uﬁ'mnphce

| to place.

The lowest minimum tem-
perature - 06.9 degrees Celsius -
was recorded on Saturday at
Srimangal. The highest maxi-

mum temperature 28.0 degrees
Celsius was recorded al Bogra.
The westerly low lay over
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, sub-
Himalayan West Bengal and
neighbourhood on Saturday.

The seasonal low lay over
south Bay and adjoining
Andaman Sea, met office said.

Outlook for subsequent two
days: Night temperature may
rise . Extended oul-
look for another five days:
Little change.
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Young Buddhist Association distributed on Saturday warm clothes to the destitutes in front

. -

of the National Press Club in city. The initiative was indeed commendable as millions below
the poverty level could easily be saved from wintry chill if the wealthy Bangladeshis
contribute a little for purchase of warm clothes at throw-away prices and distribute them

among the poor.

— Btar photo

—

Councils before the coming
parliamentary election atleast

their financial power and use
ol official should be
restricted so t they could

not influence the election.
They also urged the interim
government to take measures
for the return of the tribal
refugees from India before the

coming polls.

The Acting President said
his government would wel-
come the return of tribal
rcfugees and added that
had already been taken
their rehabilitation.

He sald the interim gov-
ernment wanted the [lourish-
ment and all round develop-
ment of tribal people with
their own identity and culture.

The Acting President
pointed out that the Chitta-
gong Hill Tracts Regulation-
1900 was still in force protec-

ling the rights and culture of
the tribal people.

20-member
BNP poll

conducting
committee

By Staff Correspondent

Nationalist Party
(BNP) formed a 20-mem-
ber central election conduct-
ing commitice with Barrister
Abdus Salam Talukder as its

CONMVCNOT.

The members of the com-
millce are: Professor Badrud-
doza Chawdhu?. Emran AN
Sarkar, Col (rtd) Oli Ahmed,
Alazuddin Fakir, Barrisicr Za-
miruddin Sarkar, Sarwari
Rahman, Abdul Matin Chowd-
hury, Jahanara Degum, Alsar
Ahmed Siddiqui. A. K. A. Firoz
Noon [(member-secrelary),
Nazrul Islam Khan, ul

sunnahar Ahsanullah. Abu Za-
hed, Md Shahjahan, Jahid
Hossain, Advocate Abdul
Wadud Khandaker and Advo-

cale Surayia [legum.

BNP has also formed a
seven-member publicity and
publication commiltee with Li,
Col (rid) A. 8. M. Mustafizur
Rahman as its convenor. Other
members of the commilles
car: Farida Hasan, Brig (Rid)
Hannan Shah, ﬂoyuh-:::
(Member-secretary).

Nazir, Major (Ritd) Sayeed
Schander and Shamsuzzaman
Daacha



