Dhaka, Friday, January 25,1991

A Test for Gorbachev

Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev has been
trying his best to soften his stand on the
Lithuanian crisis, but he is still far from ready to
make an about-turn in the Moscow's policy of
confrontation towards the Baltic state. This is the
impression gathered from the statement made by
the Soviet leader at a press conference on

Tuesday. However, the most significant part of
the statement lies in the disclaimer of Mr

Gorbachev about his direct personal responsibility
for the recent tragic happenings in Lithuania,
leading to substantial casualties caused by army
firing’ The disclaimer by Mr Gorbachev himself
is, of course, worded most carefully. The transla-
tion provided by the Tass is as follows : "The de-
velopments in Vilnius and Riga are by no means
the manifestation of the policy line of the
Presidential authority, for the sake of which it
was instituted. Therefore, | resolutely draw aside
all speculators, all suspicions and calumnies on
that score. Neither domestic nor foreign policy
has undergone changes.”

It is a little surprising that the Soviet leader
did not choose a more direct way of telling the
poeple of Lithuania that he himself did not give
the order to the army to shoot at people and that
his presidential authority had been underlined by
“unwarranted actions by the troops.”

The statement is open (o different interpreta-
tions, all of them pointing o a difficult, in fact, an
explosive sftuation that exists throughout the
Soviet Union, between Moscow and Vilnius and
finally between the civil authority, as symbolised
by Mr Gorbachev himself, and the com-
mand. At the same time, it seems likely that, as
with the civil authority, the army command is no
longer an unified one. If this conclusion is a valid
one, one must face up to the danger that if the
forces of disintegration gain upper hand in differ-
ent republics, even the armed forces will not be
able to act as a united force to the Soviet Union as
a single political entity. It is this tragic possibility
that haunts Kremlin.

At this moment, one hope — there may be just
a few others — lies in gelting the poeple inv
in a constitutional process. Such a process may
start In l¢éss than two months time when every
Soviet citizen will declare his or her position on
"preservation of the USSR as a revitalised
Federation of equal sovereign republics”, to quote
from a political commentary from Moscow. It will
be a challenging excercise in a country that has
taken only a few small steps towards democracy.
In the proposed referendum, scheduled for
March 17, every Soviet titizen will face this gues-
tion, "Do you consider it necessary to preserve
the Union of the Soviet Socialist Republics as a
renovated federation of equal Sovereign
Republics, with rights and liberties of person of

any nationality fully guaranteed 7"

This carefully-worded question is undoubtedly
biased in favour of the preservation of the Soviet
Union as a loose confederation, one in which the
rights of different republics will be preserved and
freedom of individual citizen respected but one inr
which Moscow continues to symbolise the central
authority, however limited it may be.

We do not know how the situation will develop
between now and the referendum and how the
people will make their choice on the question of
the preservation of the Soviet Union. As a friend,
Bangladesh would earmestly hope that the refer-
endum will produce a positive outcome and that,
under the leadership of Mr Gorbachev, the Soviet
Union will, as a single entity, continue to play a
major positive role in world affairs.

Of Shawls, Scarves and Old Clothes

With the coming of winter the west sees new
fashion parades of fur coats, leather jackets and
knitted cardigans. It is the weather that brings in
the celebrations of Christmas and New Year with
rounds of fruit cake and rich puddings. It is time
for exchanging of cards and presents, dancing,
carol singing, warm hugs and handshakes.

The coming of the cold season may not be as
-glorified and welcomed in Bangladesh but never-
theless it is a time when people flaunt their em-
broidered shawls and imported jeans. Going about
to offices, schools and shops one sees the gay ac-
coutrement and wonders where the young at
heart have the means for the latest in knitted
wears, and suitings. Women have their trips to
the neighbouring countries to be grateful for
when they wear their beautifully flowered scarves
and wraps over their saris.

Winter is also the time for good vegetables like
peas and beans, tasty fish, fresh eggs, "paesh” and
"pitha” with coconut, ground rice and brown
sugar. Prices may not be cheap but food is more

‘abundant. One can retish the "kebab paratha" or
"murgh palau” or even "khichuri" more in this
weather than in the hot sweltering days with the
intermittant rain and thunder.
~ While the well-to-do in Bangladesh can cer-
tainly line their nests in winter weather, this year
.the mercury has dropped more than in previous
years. This has resulted in hardships for the poor.
«A number of people have been known to even die,
'not being able to shelter themselves adequately.
"Men have to resort to sleeping on pavements,
with little to shelter them against the cold, mist
and fog. Even though the price of warm second-
hand garments are sometimes as low as Tk 25,
beggars on the streets in Motijheel and Gulistan
.cannot even provide themselves with an old
"katha",
+ Perhaps the affluent, with money to spare,
‘could donate old clothes and money during the
‘cold winter days as is done during Eid for "zakat".
It will take Taka 100 to clothe four poor children
;with second-hand clothes. While nobody will ask
«the lucky and privileged to part with their collec-
tion from Rome or even from New Elephant
_Road, the old wornout rejects from the homes in
Banani, Dhanmondi and Maghbazar could save the
‘ for the beggar boys and barefooted flower
b at road corners.
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Statistics show industrial imports upto Oc-
tober, 1990 amounted to Tk. ';:055
crores against proportionate target of Tk
1638.74 crores showi 40 percent
shortfall . The L/¢c Novem-
ber/December, 1990 was very low .
The second Indicator is about the de-
clini collection of Excise Duty from
M:L:tmad showing that activities
in this sector pered. Excise Duty col-
lection during July- November, 1990 stood
at Tk . 633 crores as against the target of

Tk. 902 crores. Collection d Decem-
ber, 1990,

additional
This

nounced

enmﬁmn&ﬂnmﬂuty.ﬂ&h&dﬁ-
November, 1990 was Tk. 874 crores as
against the projection of Tk. 980 crores,
the first casualty of the setback will be the
government's revenue Not with
standing a serious situation, the Govern-
ment has decided to pay 10 per cent addi-
tional Dearness Allowance to the Govern-
ment and Sector Corporations em

Similar payment to the workers of the

the Aman crop. The Government
unable to Wt 1.5 million

nounced, due to resource constraints. Do-
mestic demands
farmers, will be

will not
when world trade is less than
sides, it will have the least impact on

HE threat of famine in

northern Ethiopia has bro- -

ught a measure ol coop
eration between two of Africa's
oldest enemies - the official
government on Addis Ababa
and Eritrea;s armed indepen-
dence movement.

With the help of each,the
UN World food Programme
meupnmhqtnduklt
the crucial Sea port of
Massawa with a consignment
of food aid. the UN move
comes alfter months of talks
following the capture of Mas-
sawa by the Eritrean People's

Liberation [ront (EPLF) last
February.
The port was closed for

most of 1990 while the WFP
sought agreement with the
EPLF and the E gov
ernment on Addas A on
deliveries of aid to Eritrea,
where the worst drought in
memory now threatens more
than two million lives.

In December the WFP an-
nounced that a chartered
ship the UN flag would leave
Djibouti for Massawa in early

Food unloaded in Massawa
will be distributed be-
tween the EPLF the be-
lecaguered Ethiopean govern-
ment, which, in Eritrea, now
controls only the capital As-

The port facilities at Mas-
sawa, rchabilitated by the
EPLF after a fierce struggle for
control of the town, may han-
dle up to 15,000 tonnes of
WFP aid a mohth if the

agreement holds.

The agreement to open
Massawsa is thus one key to
saving Eritrean lives in the
months to come . If all
well the WFP may be to
increase its initial estimated

deliveries. the programme
might also ex to allow
reliefl frem sources in

E Distance Education

system has been the

most successful innov-
ation in importing higher
education since the Second
Werld War. For the last two
decades ‘distance education’
has shown a phenomenal
acceptance both in the west as
well as in the developing coun-
tries of Asia-Pacific region.
This is in response ta a variety
of demands for education
which exert pressure on polit-
ical systems. Even though for-
mal education system has ex-
panded enormously, it is un-
able to meet the demand.
Since resources are limited, a
massive expansion of the for-

mal system is not possible. '

Moreover, the formal system
has certain rigidities which
prevent some sections of soci-
ety from gaining access to it.

Distance education is
known by several names, such
as, correspondence education,'
home study, independent
study, external study. open
learning , open education ofl-
campus programme, ete.

In recent years ., the lerm

Sir, Now that to
the -General mm

been announced for Feb.
27. 1, as a citizen and voter,

do not understand why
some ps are asking
the t to ban or
restrict nominations and
prevent certain parties or
persons from standing for
the election.
wﬂ;th lhcvat;;l'ho
now decide voting
whom they want. It ap-
pears tome (o be
undemocratic that any one
wishes to preempt the
will of the people.

- Eritreans to

WINDOW ON THE ECONOMY

Signals

A Regular Column by Ashraf Chowdhury

. Public Sector mills and factories is a ma: -
ter of time. Such concessions will cost an

ture of Tk. 325 crores.
with the need to spend

about Tk. 30 crores for the ensuing Gen-
eral Election, al affected the an

price support to
may be
tons, as an-

particularly that of the
ted lurther. Conse-

., the domestic market-oriented in-
will have to face more critical sit-
uation and, I there is no respite, there will
be more industrial sickness. More and
more industries will close down

val-

lp stepping up exports
t. Be-

remittances from the Gulf countries which

have started . Remitiances during
the first md-T;i'.?}

than

ment of Financial Sector Credit until re-
covery performance of the nationalised
commercial banks improves to the indi-
may be recalled Lhat at
the beginning of the current financial year,
the IMF wanted the nationalised commer-
cial banks to recover a minimum of Tk.
510 crores. Until November, 1990 the re-
covered amount was reporiedly only Tk
8.5 crores. The worst defaulters were the
Public Sector Corporations, particularly

cated level. Here, it

BJMC, BTMC and PDB.

Jeremy Harding writes from Asmara Eritrea
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ay Cleared for Food Aid to
Reach Stricken Ethiopians

As famine once more strikes the war-torn areas
government in Ababa and the Eritrean

warring
agreed to cooperate.

of northern i and Eritrea is

: the

the mid-Seventics. Er-
nationalists took up
arms nst Ethiopia in
1961 nine years of un-
successful federation.

outright. Famine swept

through Eritrea and E

in the early Seventies and
to the overthrow of the em-

peror.

In 1978 the Soviet union
threw its weight be-
hind the Marxist-Leninist
government in Addis Ababa
and drove the EPLF into the
barren wastes of northern Er-
itrea.

Since the famine of 1984 -85
the EPLF has made big mili-
l:rzm and Ethiopia's Sec-

lutionary Army is now
confined to a small govern-

ment enclave centred on
Keren and Asmara in the

northern province.

relief. Almost all food supplies
enter EPLF areas on a cross-
border route from Sudan,
where successive Sudanese
governments have allowed the
operate.,

The Tigrayan People's Lib-
eration Front (TPLF) operates

a similar route from Sudan.
Unlike the Eritreans, the
Tigrayans are sccking only
freater autonomy from Addis
Ababa, not full independcnce,
its wars are equally savage,
however, and Tigray is also
threatened by severe famine.
At present, some relicf en-
ters Tigray and the Ethiopian

Eritrea '

of Wello from port of Assab in
an operation coordinated by a
group of Ethiopian churches.

That this relicl continues to
run through and to rebel-held
arcas is scen as an impor-
tant gesture by Addis Ababa,
but none of the food unloaded
at Assab reaches the popu-
lous highlands of Eritrea.
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Such a route is vastly supe-
rior to the cross-
border run o EPLF arcas and
the inadequate airlift to the
government enclave, which
now has no overland supply
line, although it holds more
than a millon hungry people,
most of them Eritrean civil-
ans.

The EPLF, meanwhile, is
dug in to mountain trench po-
sitions within 50 kilometres
of Asmmara. Along the southern
front, the sieep rise to the Er-
itrean s is Httered with
bodies - the remains of a failed
assauit by Ethfopian troops last
Septumber.

Two hundred metres be-
hind the lines, young chil-
dren tend cattle in the flanks
of the hills where they cannot
be seen by Ethiopian troops in
high trench positions on the
other side of a bleached vallcy
ol stone.

They would run the risk
of mortar fire to graze their
cattle in view of the govern-

are beginning to die at an
alarming rate.

The EPLF s better
equipped to deal with the
present crisis than that of
1984-85. This is partly be-

causc the Eritrean Rclel As-

Distance Education can Deliver the Goods

by Hedayet Ahmed

open learning is used exten-
sively to convey the meaning of
distance education. Open
learning covers a wide range of
innovations and reforms in the
education sector. Included are
changes that aim to improve
such things as the participa-
tion of learners, instructional
design, methods of transmit-
ting information and support
to learners. In this system,
restrictions on learning are
lower than those in formal ed-
ucational institution. Educa-
tional opportunities are
planned deliberately so that
access to knowledge is avail-
able to individuals in spite of
barriers such as geographical
distance. The distance educa-
tion universities in the world

- are known as open universi-

ties. In these institutions the
concept of openness is linked
to the idea of access to educa-
tional opportunities.
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If we voters make a
mistake, we suffer accord-

can do is to vot-
ers [not threaten them

Unlike the formal sysicm it
is very flexible and accessible.
Its courses and teaching sys-
tems do not impose rigidities.
It provides very large numbers
with access to education and it
can reach people in their
homes. The teaching material
produced by several such insti-
tution is of a high quality. What
is unique about the material is
that all its students have the
benefit of the same standard
material. In the conventfonal
sysiem, the quality of teaching
varies [rom teacher to teacher,
from one institution to the
other in the same area. Mosl
important, distance education
is cost-effective and is found to
be less expansive than the
traditional education system.

Distance educatlion is a
complex system and involves
claborate planning. There arc
three continuous stages. l.e.
planning during conceptual

stage, planning during evolu-
tionary and growth stages and
‘planning during maturity. After
an institution is cstablished
detailed planning regarding
the objective, stralegics and
operational plans, implementa-
tion of plans, policies and pro-
cedures for control and evalu-
ation need o be spelled oul. In
a well-established institution,
it is necessary to review the
performance so as 1o respona
to the changing socicltal needs.
Apart from sustaining the edu-
cational eflectiveness and or-
ganizational efliciency. plan-
ning as a generic process will
provide a continuous direction
to the distance education insti-
Lution.

Evaluation in distance edu-
cation has two different lacets.
Firstly. evaluation ol studemnts’
performance and secondly.
evaluation of the programmcs
ol distance education on a

mission or to the govern-
ment or the Acting Presi-
dent. 5t

A voler is independent.
The question is not

Economic options

Sir. What are the policy
options for the future for a
couniry whose per capila
income slides down every
year and the poor eats less

and less as per UN slais-
tics? Are we really serious
about the state of our fu-
ture as it meanders lo-
wards a hopeless (tryst
with its destiny gasping for

breath?

We can't improve the
life of the common
unless we have a ol
sacrifice. It is nol o
build a coyntry

never had a chance unless
eve decides not only
to contribute to the con-
struction of the economy,
but also to sacrifice to de-
crease the economic
deficit. There are nol many

continuing basis. Both kinds of
evaluation are cssential o keep
the distance education institu-
tions sound.T raining in the
coniext of distance education
has two facets. Firstly, offering
courses to train personnel to
meet shortages in different ar-
eas as part of its academic
programme. Secondly. training
the personnel engaged in dis-
tance education itselfl on the
methodologies of the new sys-
tem.

A large number and variety
of functionaries are c:?I
for different operations .
tance education. They are pol-
icy makers and planners, ad-
ministrators, subject-matter
specialists, m design-
crs, course coordinators, tu-
tors and counscllors. corre-
spondence matcrial writers,
editors,. writers of radio and
TV seripts, etc. These differ-
ent calcgories of people re-

other paths left to invest-
gale bul to fool Lhe one
which is fuled by hard work
and heroism.

But who will come out
with that call? We have a
law learnt only (o depend
on our politicians which
perhaps has nol been our
best idea. All professionals

arising from declining
sociation, the reliel wing of
the EPLF, has been a bonefi-

large wehicles

ght, when the risk of
from Ethioplan MIG
aircraflt is minimal, the dry
and mountain

of n forge down from the

border to relief
points camouflaged in the
hills

A water deveclopment pro-
gramme, begun in 18856 and
backed by a foreign aid con-
sortfum, has also improved
Eritrea’s ability to wéathcr a
bad year.

Many more hand-dug wells
exist now than during the
mid-Eighties and currently
three drilling rigs are
prospecting and boring in
EPLF-held arcas.

Both the increase in
transport capacity and the
h-cn:lﬁi of the water pro-

grammes, however, must be
sel L the drastic charac-
ter of the drought and fact
that sincc 1984-85 the EPLF
has doubled the territory-and
with it the population - under
its control.

There are now few engage-
ments on the graund, but
Ethiopian [fighter-bombers
continue to terrorise civillans
in EPLF-held areas. Even so,
drastic food shortages ol wa-
ter and grazing have become
the main cause of displace-
ment.

While the fate of Asmara
hangs in the balance, lack of
rain looks sure to take a heav-
fer toll in Eritrea than the spo-
radic hail of cluster bombs
which falls on this troubled
country. — GEMINI NEWS.

quire different types ol skills,
viz. knowledge skills. execu-
tive skills, production skills,
research skills, human relation
skills, ete. Training pre-
grammes should take into ae-
count all such requirements.

The Ministry of Education
has already undertaken a leasi-
bility study on the establish-
ment of an open university in
Bangladesh. Recently, as part
of this study a high level team
of policy-makers, planners and
academicians visited Thailand.
india. Pakistan and the United
Kingdom o gain first hand
knowledge aboul the working
of the open university system.

In the event of setting up an

open university in Bangladesh,
it is o be borne in mind that

the proposed institution musi
be based on our needs and re-
sources and within the frame-
work of our soctal and techno-
logical developmeni. In other
words, the development ol an
open university system has (o

be planned in phases so that it
s built on a sound foundation,

only il we are
sacrifice. The key
that, but have we shown
any inlerest in thal?




