Teacher shortage

in schools
From Our Correspondent

~approach

for village

sanitation
From Our Correspondent

23: A seminar on
integrated approach for Allage
sanftation and water supply.
was held at Ranisaukail of
Thakurgaon district under the
auspices of Public Health
Engineering Department. re-
eently.

The seminar was presided
over by Mr Al Akbar, Upanli
Chatrman. Ranisaukail and o
was addressed by the UN.O
Sub-Asstt. Engincer. PHE aswl
zonal representative of
UNICEF at Bogra. Social lead-
crx. local representatives and a
large number of villagers at-
tended the seminar,

According to PHE Depart-
ment at Rantsaukatil. a wotal of
2003 sets of village latrine and
1299 hand driven tubewells
were distributed among the
villagers of the upazila.

it may be mentioned that
with the assistance of UNICEF,
the Government has ‘dis-
tributed a total of 13 lakh 50
thousand hand driven tube-

wells throughout the country.
BARISAL
Co-0op societies
toget Tk 1.9 cr
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Developinent

projects
discussed
From Our Correspondent

23: A meeting ol
the District Deve ml (s
ordination committec was e ki
here recently with Mr AL M
Abvil Kashem, Deputy Commis
sioncr, Netrakona in the chair
An oflicial source said.
progress of various on-going
development projects were
discussed in the meeting. Law
and order situation in Lthe dis-
iricl was also reviewed in the
meciing. All the disirict-level
ol rs altended.

RAJSHAHI
Painting show

ends

January 23: a three-day long
children and juvenile painting
cxhibition organised by Rang-
tuli , an organisation
of Kishore Kurir Mela con-
cluded here on al Ra-
jshahi P.N. Girls High School.
reports 3SS.

Additional Commissioner
(revenue) of Rajshahi Aminul
Islam inaugurated the exhibi-
tion. The funclion was
presided over by chiel adviser
of the mela Wazed Mahmud.

On the inaugural day chil-
dren were awarded for paint-
ing and a cultural function was
held.

Paintings of over hundred
children were exhibited in the
three-day-long exhibition
which was witnessed by a large
number of spectators,

Seminar

A day-long seminar on
cconomic emancipation
through establishment
democracy’ organised by Com-
bined Bank Employees
Parishad was held here Men-
day at local Shaheb Bazar
Agrani Bank premises.

Presided over by Mr Afzal
Hossain. convener of Com-
bined Bank Employees
Parishad the seminar was ad-
dressed by advocate Mogbul
lossain, President ol Rajshel
Bur Association. Dr. -
din, General . BMA,
Rajshaht branch, Mr Abdur

ue, Secretary of Ra-
jshahi University Teachers As-
sociation, Mr-M A Mohaimen,
President of Rajshahi Press
Chib and Dr Shah Aminul Is-
kun. Deputy Director, health of
Kags liali division,

KUSHTIA

Wanton felling
of trees

JANUARY 22 : Wanton
Iclling of trecs has been alflect-
ing ccological balance and has-
lening the process ol deserti-
fication in the district, experts
fcar, UNB.

in collusion with a
section of local farmers are

jammry 21: llandloom in-
dusiries here are on the verge
ol cxtinction throwing lives ol
hundrrds of weavers into

“’l s Illmr. reporis

UN! -
e industries which

carmed a country wide fame

ol .

COX'S BAZAR : Fishing season ahead. Two fishermwn busy knitting nets belore the anticipated big catch - Star pluto._ :

Pro-Saddam rallies

Call for early halt

RANGPUR, Jan 23: Massive
protest against attack on Iraq
by American led multinational
forces switched on in greater
Rangpur zone.

. During the past four days
since crackdown on Iraqg, peo-
ple of all ages irrespective of
party affiiation held meetings
and took anti-war demonstra-
tions shouting full throated
slogans condemning attack on
Iraq and called for immediate
halt to war,

In r town area, dif-
ferent political parties and en-
thusiastic youths staged
protest demonstrations every
day separately and most of
them carried effigy of Presi-
dent Bush and later burnt it
publicly. In some mosqucs
special prayers are offered cv-
erywhere in Rangpur zone for
victory bl Saddam and musullis
brought out anti-war proces-
sion in Rangpur town, rural ar-
cas and other district towns of
the zone.

Our Brahmanbaria Corre-
spondent adds: A procession
was brought out in Brahman-
baria town by pro-Saddam
group against President Bush
on Sunday. The processionists
paraded all roads of the town.
They bore placard and Sad-
dam’s picture honour. They
burnt the effigy of Bush.

The processtonists chanted
slogans supporting Saddam
and called for an immediaic
end o war.

Netrakona

Owur Netrakona Correspon-
dent writes: Different organisa-
lions brought out a big proces.

sion in protest against the Gulf
war and chanted slogans for

immediate withdrawal of 11y
American soldiers from Arab
land. They chanted slogans
“"Bush downfall, no blood for
ofl”. “want . peace.” The
prolesters paraded the main
roads of the town and called
on all Muslim countries to
lorge unity against the killing
ol Mushlms.

Chandpur

Our Chandpur Correspon
dent wriles: A big procession

—— = -

From Our Correspondent

wis b t oul in Chandpur
town on Monday protesting
U.S. attack on Iraq. -

The processionists carried
photos of Saddam and paraded
streets of the town and burnt

elligy of Bush at Kalibari -

square. They offered special
prayers saying "We want peace
not war” in the Gullf.

Meanwhile, many people
are secn crowding the tele-
phone and telegraph office to
contact their relatives in the
Gulf states.

Kushtia

Our Kushtia Correspondent
writes: Processions were
brought out in various parts of
the on Friday afternoon which
paraded main streels. The
processionists chanted con-
demning attack on lraq and
eulogising the role of Iraq
President Saddam Hussain.
People crowed small shops in
various lown areas lo listen 10
news [rom Voice of America,
BBC and other stations. Out-
break of war in the Gull has
become the wpic of the day in
offices, elubs ¢ tmrants and
other gossip corners. Special
prayers were offcred in all
mosques of the town aflter
Jumma for peaccful solution of
the issue and solidarity of the
Muslim Ummah.

Local leaders of political

parties expressed grave con-
ccrn over the armed conflict
gripping the Gull arcas and
said that this would seriously
aflect the economy of the third
world.

Meanwhile tension and
panic-buying ol essentials have
been gripping the town bazars.
People were scen buying
esscntial  ecommodities in
anlicipation of steep rise in
prices. A section of
unscrupulous traders have
resorted to boarding the
esscntial commeodities and as a
result prices of many
esscnlials marked a sharp rise.
The cssentfals include milk,
power, salt edible oil. kero-
sine. rice, wheat, onfon, garlic,
chilffs, pulses, sugar and many
others required or the poor

people.

to Gulf war

Chittagong

BSS from Chittagong adds:
Pro-lraq demonstrations con-
tinned here for the fifth con-
secutive day en Monday.

Thousands of people partic-
ipated in Lhe processions in
different parts of the city.

The processionists carricd
banners, placards and portraits
of Iraq President Saddam Huis-
sain. They chanted logans in
favour of Jehad. |

Chititagong Metropolitan
Police took security measures
lo check any violence. Adi-
tional police forces have been

deployed around the US, Bri-
tish, Russian and Saudi inter-
esls here.

Similar processions were
brought out at different upazila
headquarters of greater Chit-

tagong.
Student leaders

UNB adds: Top student
leaders of the country's four
universities Monday cxpressed
deep concern at the situation
in the Gulf and urged the war-
ring countries to sift for a ne-
gotiated, peaceful and perma-
nent settlement of the Middle
Fiist problem.

They called for immediate
withdrawal of multinational
forces from the Gulfl and Iraqgi
Iroops from Kuwail,

In a joint statement, the
student leaders also urged the
Iraqi leader to honour the calls
made by the United Nations
and other world leaders for a
peaceful solution.

They said the UN Security
Council must continue its el-
forts to seek a peaceful solu-
tion of the conflict. .

The statment was issued by
Dhaka University Central Stu-
dents Union (DUCSU) v
Amanullah Aman. GS Khairul
Kabir Khokon. AGS Nazim
Uddin Alam, Rajshahi Univer-
sity Central Students Union
(RUCSU) VP Rezvi Ahmed. Ja-
hagirnagar University Central
Students Union [JUCSU) VP
Ashral Hussain and the Engi-
ncering University Central
Students Union (EUCSU) VP
Farid Ahmed,

| North-South gas EiEline
Govt losing huge money

SYLHET, Jan 23: Work on
the Taka 530 crore North-
South pipeline to conneet the
gas ficlds in the y Sylhet
district with the national grid
should be resumed immedi-
ately in the interest of the lo
cal people and the ndtion as a
whole. coneerned encrgy cx-
peris said, reports HSS.

Work on the 210-km
pipeline at w upazila in
Svihet district was orl
December 22 by the local peo-
plc who were demanding real-
isation of some local demands.

Financed by World Bank.
UNDP, British Overseas Devel-

opmenl thority ([ODA) and
the lcllrrlandn under the

_ . one ng
Fuﬂthtnﬂtrwmr:rua
and will have a two-way Lraffic
system.

When compicied. this
pipeling will conncct
Kuflashttla. Diantbazar and

:ﬂﬂpurm ficlds and will
cxtended upto Ashugan) as
md'thm"'ﬂ_

When BSS correspondcnt
talked 10 the people of Gopul-

for work

ganj during his visit there re-
cently. they said. “"We have no
objcction o laying the pipeline
which will bencfit the wholk:
nation. but we want fulfilmeni
of our demands first.” The
demands are: establishment of
fractionation and dehydration
plants at Gopalganj 1o process
the condensate (Mixture of
dicsel. petrol, kerosene and
hiquified relml:urn gas) and
gt diesel, petrol. Kerosenc
and LPG scparated for market-
ing

The demand also included
cxpansion of gas distributing
line in the upazils 10 bendfit

the rural people.

The government in a re-
cent Press Note, outlined the
sieps laken in [ulfilling the
demands of the local people
and said a big dehydration
plant and an LIPG fractionation
plant having an annual capacity
of 5. 000 tons will be estab
hislwed wt Kadlashtila in addition
o the cxisting 10,000 ton ca
et WY,

When attention was drawn
W this step of the government.
the local political alllance
keadors sabd. “we are unable 10

b Heve this as vommitlme it s
made (0 the past were not ful-
iline -

suspension

The concerned government
ageney sald without construe-
tion of the pipeline establish
ment ol dehydration and frac.
Uonation plants could not be
started on technieal ground.

Loss Tk 3 lakh per day

Delay in laying the pipeline
would cost the government US
dollar 34.000 and Taka three
lakh per day as compensation
to  the pipelaying firm.
Petrobangla sovirces said.

It would also hamper supply
ol gas 0 Janmina Urea Fertil-
izer Plant in Ja r. boost-
ing supply to the Fenchuganj

and urgent repair of Katlashtila
well number one.

The ple  organised
the hnmum ' -rz
the All Party Su):::_u:ﬂly
also staged a sit-down demon-
stration in front of the offices
ol the concerned agencies at
Gopalgan) o realise their de:
mands and threatened w ke

t

!

Notes from
Madaripur

From Our Cnrrespon' dent

MADARIPUR, Jan 23 : Al
lcast 50 welding factories have
been set up on roadsides in
the town in violation to the
Factlory Act. Apart from creat-
ing obstacles in the free flow of
vehicles and movement of
pedestriants, the illegal func-
tioning of these factorics have
led to enyvironmental prob-
lcms. said that the
rcsidents arc suffering from

| various discascs due to adverse

effects of the welding factorics.

Anti-smoking
body formed

The students of Madaripur
town havce formed an anli-
smoking association at a mect-
ing on January 10. Md. Kamrul
Hossain and F.M. Zakaria Habib
were eclected President and
General Secretary respectively
of the Association. The Associ-
ation will launch an anti-smok-
ing campaign among students
and adults soon.

Accommodation

Increased house rents in
the town sincc last six months
arc creating problems to low-
income groups. According (o
the tenants, inadequate num-
ber of houscs has given house
owners the scope to increase
renis. Construction of houscs
declined due to rise in price of
conslruction materials. Somc
houses owners said that dc:
mand for rented houses are on
incrcase because a large num-
ber of employees and workers
arc pouring into the town to
aticnd offices in both private
and public scctors. Many gov-
crnment and private organisa-
tions have opened their offices
in the town. S

2 killed in road
accidents
A mlddh:'—aged women of
Bazitpur village of Rajoir
upazila was run over by a
speeding bus, police said. The
victim, Jahura Begum (45) was
knocked down by the bus
while she was crossing a road

near the village recently. She
received serious injuries.

According to cycwitnesscs, -

the wvehicle vecred on the
walkways and knocked her
down [rom bechind. The bus
was scized, but both driver and
helper however, managed Lo
escapc,

In another accident a man
dicd on the spot and six others
sustained iInjurics ncar
Mustafapur village, police said
here. Eycwitnesses said Lhal
the incident occurred recently
when a bus from Tak-
crhat upturned and fell into a
roadside ditch near the village.
The deceased was identified as
Khondokar Litu (22). The in-
ured were Admitted to the

tal. Police scized the ve-
hicle but the driver managed
lo cscape. A casc has been filed
in this connection.

meet held

A mecting ol the Jatia
Sangbadik Sangstha Madaripur
unit was held al Sangatha ol-
fice premises at Puran Bazar
on January 4.

Forkan Ahmed, President of
the unit was in the chair, while
it was addressed by Berhanus
Sultan. Bclal Khan. Delowar
and Salim Farazi.

Women lack sports
facilities

Lack of sports facilitics in
the * town been

L SRS

Political scene

= r——— e e e e —

Outbreak of Gulf war has dampened the spirit of
electioneering across the country. Instead of
holding processions for party nominees the politi-
cal activists are engaged in staging demonstrations
wishing victory for Saddam.

Everywhere in the country public protest
against attack on Baghdad by US-led multinational
lorces continues. Saddam and Bush have become a

household name
candidate contesting

polls.

Our Chapainawabganj Corre-
spondent writes : Out of 36
candidates have withdrawn
their candidature from the
three constituencies of Cha-
painawabganj district on the
last Date of withdrawal of can-
didature on Monday. They arc
Tozammel lHague Babu (JS1-
) and S.adn Kalunan [CPB)
from Nawabgunj 1, Ziaur Rah-
man (BKSAL). Sadekul Islam
(CI’B) and Momtaj Uddin (MIl-
Kader) from 2. and
Bazlur Rahman Channa
(BKSAL). Sayed Ahmed Biswas
(CPB), Nazrul Islam (NAP) Ho-
sen Ali Peara (JSD-Inu), Hos-
sain Ali (Freedom Party) and
Yusuf Ali (Independent) from

Nawabgan] 3.

Kushtia

Our Kushtia Correspondent
adds: Sixteen ecandidates in
four seats of Kushtia withdrew
their candidature. Prominent
among who withdrew are
Jasim Mondal [CPI13). Ahmed
Sharil (Filmstar). Principal
Amirul Islam. Syed Altal Hos-
sain, Importanl personalily
secking clection from Kushtia
a are -- Kazi, Arif Abhmed JSP-
Inu)., Korban Ali Ex-minister
Abdur Roul Choudhury.
Hasanul Hoq Inu (USD-Inu).
Ahsan Habib Linkon Ex-Chair-

- man Zalla Parisad Barrister

Amirul Islam Nur Ahmed
I3akul. student leader Nur -e-
Alam Jiku. Syed Ahal Hossain
withdrew from both Kushtia
3 and 4 sculs

Chuadanga

Our Clmiadanga Correspon-
dent says @ In all six candidates
have withdrawn their nomina
tion papers [rom two con
stituencics of Chuadanga Dis-
trict Chuadanga-one and
Chu -two. Five eandi-
dates have withdrawn from
Chuadanga while one candi-
dates has withdrawn from
Chuadanga-2 constituency.
Now The total number of can-
didates in two constituencies
stand at 15 of which six in
Chuadanga 1 and nine in
Chuadanga 2. The candidates
who have withdrawn their
nomination paper are Mokbul
Hossain WP). Moslemuddin
(Jamaal), Habibur Rahman
Lablu ((BKSAL). Monimnzzaman
(NAP-Mozallar) and Touhid
llussain (JSD-Rad) from
Chuadanga 1 while Mr. Anisur
Rahman (UCL) from

- Chuadanga-2.

Call

in Bangladesh —
for February 27 parliamentary

not the

Our Kushtia Correspondent
adds : A proccssion was
brought out by Awami League
workers on January 17 in
protest against arrest of Kader
Siddique. a valiant freedom
fighter of thc country. The
processionisis paraded the
main streets of the 1own and
demanded invmediate relcasc
of the freedom fighter. The

processionists also held sireet
corner mecting and expressed
their indignation 8ver the ac-
tion taken against hilh.

NDP meeting
BSS from Noapara adds : A
big public mecting was held on

Monday at the Nopara Muslim
high school premises in

Rauzan Upazila of Chittagong
under the auspices of the Na-
tianal Democratic . B
cording tp a Press release of
the party. ‘

Addressing the meeting.
NDFP lcader Salanddin Quader
Chowdhury said that the com-
ing elections would be a peo-
ple's verdict against those as-
sociated with corruption and
misirule.

He said these eclections
were nol meant o instal and
other autoeratic government.

Mr. Chowdhury said the
polls would also prove whether
the i nce and terrjto-
rial integrity ol the country
would remain intact.

The NDP leader also ad-
dressed a worker's mecting
during the visit and said peo-
ple were the only source of

power in the country
JHENIDAH. Jan 23: A o1al

of 14 candidates withdrew
their candidature in Jour

. constituencies in Jhenidah

district. They are Dabiruddin
Joardar (JSD-Rab), Tozammel
Haq (JSD-Inu). Abdul Khalek
(Islami Oikya Front). From
Jhenidah-1, Kamrul Hossain
atiya Oikya Front). Tolfazzal
Hossain (NAP). Khandakar
Maliz Faruk (Gonatantrik
Party). Abdul Wahed Joarder
(BKSAL). Munshi Abdur Rasszak
(Independent). Monowarul
Hoq Lal @WSD-lnu) [rom
Jhenidah 2. Azizur Rahman
(BKSAL) and Moidul Islam
(independent) from Jhenidah
3 and Golam Kibria
i ndent). Abudul Wahed

. (BKSAL). Ainul Hos-
sain (CPB) from Jhenidah 4
ﬂlﬂhﬂlm+

to gear up

research for uplhift

From Our Correspondept

MYMENSINGII. Jan 23 : A
Four-day workshop on
Bangladesh Agricultural Uni-
ver®ity Research Progress for
the session 1989-90 under the
joint auspices of BAU Research

Education sysiem (BAURES)
and the committee for Ad-
vanced Studies and Research
Wils held ai

Auditorium. The ral
Prol. S. M. Farouk. Director of
BAURES while Vice-Chancellor

of Hangladesh Agricultural Uni-

versity Prol. M. Asadur Rahman
was the chiel guest. And Dr.
lHamid Mian, Member-Director
ol Hangladesh Agricultural Re-
scarch Council (BARE) was the
special guest.

Asadur Rahman cmphasised on
strengthening rese.. ch activi-
ties at the Unive level in a
planned manner with a view to
making higher agricultural ed-
ucation more meaningful. He
called upon all to support fun-
damental as well as adaptive
rescarches al the Universily
level. "'The research Project
musli reflect the national de-

velopmen. rceds and the
should be very careful

in re t of tion of

rescarch arcas. he added.

Dr. Hamid stressed the

nced for problem-solving ap-
proach of research in owur
country.

Prof. Farouk said that Lhe
BAU Research system should
be made an integral part of na
tional agricultural research

stem. which will accelerate
:ﬁemrll process of agricul-
tural research in our country.

The function was addressed
by Prol. M. ldris, Coordinator

Buffalo kills one
In Satkania

SATKANIA [Chlttlnngl.
Jan 23 - A man was ki on
the spo
were inj



