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Kader Siddiky
AL nominee,
Hasina tells EC

Freedom flighter Abdul
Kader is contcsting

Tangat SfSakhipur- basail)
Tangail 8(Sakhipur- ]
constituency as Awami League
nomince, party sources said on
Monday, reports UNB.

Awami League President
Sheikh Hasina wrote o the
Retu Officer to allocate
the | "Boal” to Kader
Siddiqi, who is now in Jessorc
Jaidl.

Abdul Khaleq, who was car-
lier given Awami League nomi-
nation, withdrcw his candida-
ture in favour ol Kader Siddigi
who is also a member of the
Awami League central working
commillice.

Siddiqi, who recturned on
December 16 after 15 years of
scif-exile in India, was ar-
rested and put under deten-
tion on January 17.Latif
Siddiql, elder brother of Kader
Siddigi, is also conlcsuting as
Awami ¢ nomince [rom
Tangail--4(Kalihati) const-

ituency.

All Party Students Unity
(APSU) demanded the forma-
tion of a probe body to enquire
into the activities of the bu-
rcaucrats involved in corrup-
tion.
The APSU also demandced
the immediate termination of
those burecaucrats from service
who actively collaborated with
former President Ershad.

The demands were an-
nounced at a rally held on
Monday iIn front of the
Sccrctariat building.

The rally was addressed by
Ganatanirik Chhatra Union
President Akhtar Sobhan
Masrur, Chhatra Ferderation
President Faizul Hakim,
Chhatra Oikya Forum convenor
Moshrefa Mishu and Rezaul
Karim Shilpee.

Spcakers at the rally said
the corrupt burcaucrals and
the associate of thé previous
autocralic governmenl wcere

Hasina and Khaleda
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Zia it is a matter of long-stand-
ing commitment, Sheikh
Hasina sces it as a necessity,
forced on the country by the
deliberate policy of two suc-
cessive governments (o
*damage” the nationalised in-
" dustries. According to the
Awami League leader, "The
losses In the nationalised in-
dustries were well-planncd
and deliberate. De-nationalised
banks were bought by the pri-
vaic sector with loans taken
from the public sector finan-
cial institutions.”

In contrast, Begum Zia's
commitment to the private
sector remains unequivocal.
This is not su since it
was the BNP t, as
she reminded The Daily Star
tcam, which had initiated the
process of

During the interview, she
said: “We shall go all-out to ¢n-
courage privatisation and build
up a markct-oricnted system
so that foreign entreprencurs
are encouraged to invest in
Bangladesh.”

Howcver, the Awami League
leader offered an olive branch
to the private seclor. She
made it clear that an AlL-led
government “will not nation-
alise the industries which have
already becn de-nationalised.”
At the same time, the govern-
mer.t "will try to remove all
obstaclcs and make the exist-
mmlhnllhad sector prol-

In forcign -allairs neither
appeared to oppose the exist-
ing policy as pursued by suc-
cessive governmenis of
Ba esh. In fact, neither
offered particularly strong

vicws 'Il'ﬂ: subject.

They reserved their
strongest cxprcssions for
threc subjects : the guestion of

reverting to the parliamen
htn.udmndedhy;f,:'

background to the anti-Er-
shad stru which, over the
ycars, dis serious differ-

ences between the two major
parties; and eight of
misrule by the ousted Ershad
regime.

On the BNP's wish to retain
Lthe tial form of gov-
ernment amd the Awami

‘s wish to revert to the
pa tnment;rjr form, :nll;
spoke firmly in support o
Llp:lr respective demands.

But Begum Zia offered one
hint of a compromise. Asked il

Gulf
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calities, ostensibly hired for
gearing up campaigns.

The posters and banncrs
have reached the doorstcps ol
many candidales as most of
them were waiting for al-
liances' decision for [loating
single candidates. With the
withdrawals being linalised on
Monday the alliances-nomi-
nated candidatcs would have
acccss to display their party

In rural areas, hats, bazars
and restaurants were humming
with election campaigns.
Restaurant owners were doing
brisk business. The printing
presses are also minting
monecy. Money supply has in-
crcased. | saw a lot of unem-
ployed youths having
‘temporary jobs' as activitics of
the candidates and partics. It
was not,however, cvident who
was al the winning side in the
ensuing parliamentary clec-
tions.

accordingly.” Sheikh Hasina
insi uring discus-
sions held last year, all politi-
groupings, including the
headed by BNP, had
that the power exer-
by a carctaker govern-
would be transferred to
the “sovereign parliament.”

In the weirds of liasina :
*Non-complisince of any party
or alliance with this ment
in the next parliament for the
establishment of parliamentary
Hcmocracy will be considered

o O

ng law
land,” and Sheikh. Hasina
asked that the killers of

Powers Act, the Awami Leaguc
lcader came up with an unex-
ted answer : "Ershad will
to be released Il this Act
is repealed. Do you want that?
I once said that no law can be
branded as black or while. It
all depends in the way it is ex-
crcised. The law under which
a man like Ershad has been ar-
resied cannot be branded as a
black law.” ;

The two interviews ended
on dilfcrent notes. Asked about

litical parties arriving al a
I;H;thnal consensus on basic
cconomic needs of the people,
Shcikh Hasina exprcsscd her
hope that the matter would be
taken up by the parliament.

In the case of Begum Zia,
the question about the neced
for a code of conduct during
the election campaign brought
forth a answer from the
BNP leader. :

“Those who are loudly
proposing such a code ol con-
duct arc themselves violating it
by their actions,” she said. And
of course, she named thc

Awami League as the offender.

Khafzi
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Iraq from submarines in the
Red Sca and fired a remote-
controlled missile called Slam,
stand-ofl land attack missile,
for the first time.

Reuter correspondent John
Fullerton near the frontline in
Saudi Arabia said Allicd forces
were gearing up for a possible
ground attack.

The Uniled Stales, saying
25 allied airmen were missing
from raids on Iraq and occu-
pied Kuwail, prolcsied over
the apparcnt mistreatment of
prisoners.

Harrasment rounds

Mecanwhile, US Marine he-
licopter Gunship pilots say
they believe Iraq may be hold-
ing fts best anti-aircraft
wecapons in reserve to combat
any ground offcnsive.

“What we assumc now is
they're just playing cat-and-
mouse wilh us”, said Captain
Steve Springer, 29, of Camp
Pendleton, California, who pi-
lots a marine corps Cobra heli-
copter gunship.

're just scending out
harrasment rounds and they
want to sce how we react,”

Sporinger said Sunday.
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Form probe body to terminate
corrupt bureaucrats : APSU

By DU Correspondent

still active to foil the demo-
cralic proccss. Democracy
would not be restored if they
were allowed to continue such
activitics unabated, they added.

Relerri to the terrorist
activities of the Jallya Party

supporters Lhe speakers said,

free and fair polls might be
impossible without arresting
these activists. The spcakers
also demanded speedy recov-
cry of illegal arms.

Later, the APSU Ilcadcrs
handed over a memorandum to
the Ministry of Establishmont
demanding termination of the
corrupt burcaucrats and the
associates of Ershad [rom their
scrvice. The rally was followed

by a procession.
Basic right s

Spcakers at a discussion
mccling, organized by
‘Shaheed Asad Parishad,” ycs
terday stressed the need for
cstablishing basic rights ol the
pcople in order to matcrialisc
the of the mass up-
surge of '69, The discussion
meeling, presided over by

Prof. Abul Kashem Fazlul
llaque, was addrcsscd by,
among olhcrs, Amanullah
Kabir, Kamal llaidar, Khalilur
Rahman, Dr. Sakhawat Al
Khan, Shamsuzzaman Milon
and Nasim AH.

Prol Fazlul llaque said we
had not taken a lesson from
the mass upsurge of '69 That's
why we were supposed to fight

agains|l aulocracy ondc again,
he added.

lle called upon the people
o be alert against comeback of
the autocratie rulers

Amanullah Kabir sald cer-
lain quaricrs were aclive Lo folil
the success achieved through
the mass movement of 1990
They should be resisted. he
adddd.

Dr. Sakhawat Al Khan
called upon the political par-
lics 1o include the solutions of
the problems of the people in
their election manifestocs and
sald real democracy would not
be restored until the cco-
nomic, social, cultural and po-
litical intcrests of the pecople
were prolectied.

Jamaat to
strengthen

armed forces

The Acting Amcer of the
Jamaal-e-lslami Bangladesh
Mr. Abbas All Khan on Monday

, said, Il voted to powcer, his

party would strengthen the
armed forces of the country lor
consolidating indecpendence
and sovercignty, rcports OSS.
Addressing scparate clce-
tion campaign mecclings at
Panchbibi upazila of Joypurhat,
the Jamaat chiel said il the
party won the clections, the
armcd forces would be iIn-
spircd with the Islamic spiriL

Presided over by upazila
Amcer of Panchbibi Mr. Abdul
Wadud, the mectings were ad
dressed, among others, by
[reedom flighler Azizur Rahman
Aziz and lormer student leader
Dr. Omar Faruq.

Explaining the significance
of the forthcoming parltamen-
tary clections, Mr. Khan said

volc was the amanal (trust),
gifted by Allah.

"Il we do nol excreise our
right of franchisc we will have
to be accountable in the life
after death,” he said.

The Jamaat Ameer called

upon the people to vote for
honest nEI plous candidales.
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Riyadh US Army MPs i
January 21 in Riyadh.

nspect dam

4 ¥ &
i “,l_ .
4 B - .
- 1 ; ¢ ol i L
e = i i i o T
o P A ~ e
4 4
T ay

5l 2k R L :
| o "21'% s U R

P

ol |

R

..........

..........

ages caused by an Iraqi Scud missile which blew up early
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Lobbying for peace

UNITED NATIONS, Jan 21 :
Quict lobbying by India and
North African countrics at the
United Nations for a Gull war
ccascflirc has faltcred so far,
mainly becausc of lack of en-
couragcment from Iraq as well
as from the big powers in the
Sccurity Council, diplomats
said on Sunday, rcports
Reuter.

While several nations would
like a Securilty Council mect-
ing, no formal request has
been madc yct in view of oppo-
sition from Washinglon,
London, Paris and Moscow.

A scparate fecler from the
Sovict Union conveyed to Iraq
over the weckend also has not
clicited a responsc yct, the
diplomats said.

falters so f:

The Sovict moves, de-
scribed in Moscow as keeping
contact with Iraq and other
counltries in cilorts to end the
Gulf war, included a note from
Sovicet DPresident Mikhail
Gorbachev to Iraqi President
Saddam lusscin, UN sourccs
said.

U.N. Sccrectary Gencral
Javier Perez de Cuellar, in-
formed of the Sovict letier on
Friday, described il as a "direct
initative”.

Algeria, which is not a
member of the Sccurity
Council, has sent Iits

Washinglon Ambassador to
lobby dclegates in what diplo-
mats said was an effort to get a
Council mecting on the issue.
The .Indian proposal,

Operation Desert Storm

NICOSIA, Jan 2] : Radio
Baghdad went off the air foday
for the sccond time in less
than 12 hours as the U.S.-led
allies continued -air raids on
the Iragi capital and other ci-
ties. e radio, which was
functioning well on Sunday
night, went ofl the air carly
this moming but came back at
about 10.30 local time (0730
GMT). It went off the air again
al 1645 (1345 GMT), reports
Reuter,

Bush sentenced

MULTAN, Jan 21 : A mock
court scntenced U.S. President
George Bush to death here to-
gay r alleged "crimes against

umanity.” Arrangements were
being made for his public cxc-
cution - in efligy - later in the
day, with a gallows prcpared at
the clock tower in the city

center, residents said, reports
AFP,

Americans flock
to churches

WASHINGTON, Jan 21
Americans flocked to churches
secking comfort and support
in the first Sunday since the
United States attacked Iraq,
minister said, reports AFP.

Photographers
beaten

AMMAN, Jan 21 : Three
Western pho phers were
tied up. Ided, beatcn
and accused of being spics by
Iragi soldicrs, reports AFP.

Radio Baghdad off
air for second time

NICOSIA, Jan 21 : Radio
Baghdad went off the air Lloday
for the second time in less
than 12 hours as the U.S.-led
allies continucd air ralds on
the Iraqi capital and other ci-
ties. The radio, which was
functioning well on Sunday
night, went off the air carly
this moming but camec back at
about 10.30 local time (0730
GMT). It went ofl the air again
alt 1645 (1345 GMT).

. leaving for Belgrade

__ports AFP.

backed by Algeria and other
North African nations, calls for
a "pause [or peace” in the
fighting for anywhere from 48
tlo 72 hours.
~ India, a Council member,
has had consultalions with
other Non-Aligned countrics
the 15-member body, includ-
ing Cuba, Ecuador, Ivory Coast,
Yemen, Zaire and Zimbabwe.
Indian External Affairs
Minister, Mr V C Shukla, is
Tucsday
momning to further activate the
Non- Alinged Movement's ini-
tiative to end the Guil war.

Pakistan
Xinhua reports from
Islamabad : DPakistan Primc

Ministiecr Mian Nawaz Sharll is

to start a peace mission
Tucsday by visiting four
Muslim countries of Iran,
Turkcy, Syria and Egypt.

In his forthcoming mission,
the Prime Minister will dis-
cuss and consult aboul the cur-
rent Gull war with lcaders of
the four nations and find out
ways to end Lhe hoslilitics as

soon as possible.
Journalist

missing |
ITONG KONG, Jan 21 : A
BBritish journalist, Bruce
Cheemsan, has gone missing in
Baghdad since last Thursday
when allied bombings started

there, for which the [ree-
lancer worked said today, re-

|

Egypt to
penalise
pro-Iraqis

CAIRO, Jan 2] : Egypt. a
key player in the Gulf erisis,
has cmbarked on a round of In-
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CDU loses power in Hesse

BONN, Jan 21: Chancellor MHelmut Kohl's Christian
Democrats {CDU) lost power on Sunday in Hesse stalc clee-
tions seen as a baremeter of anti-war feeling n Ger
many.Provisional offictal results gave the Social Democrats
(SPD) 40.8 per cent of the vote in the traditionally leftist

stale, enough to re-establish a coalition with the radical
Creens, who won 8.8 per cent. reports Reuter.

Wl 1herily 5111 ——————————————————————

Iranians held

Austrian police Monday
were interrogating 11 Iranians
arresied over the weckend on
su n of planning terrorist
attacks in retaliation for the
US-led assault on Iraq.

Expulsion

The Philippines Monday
ordered the expulsion of II'IE;I
Consul Gencral in Manila lor
allcged links to last Saturday's
failcd bomb attack against a US
government library in the
Philippines capital. .

Syria

Mcanwhile, Syria, Iraq's
arch-Arab foe, accusced Jordan
Monday of encouraging Sad-
dam [lussein's cxpansionist
dreams.

Syria’s rcligious lcaders also
have rcjected an Iraqi call for
Jihad, or lloly War, against the
US-led alliance and Israel, and
held Iraqi President Saddam
Ifusscin responsible for the
Gull war.

Presidential

Sec Page 10 Col. B

Banani oflice here, Begum Zia
said that party had also
introduccd onec-party system
burying democracy and
gagging freedom of the press
to hide its failures.

Begum Zia pointed out that
the BNP government did not
introduce presidential form of
government. But, she said, the
country's image ol botlomless
baskct case was changed dur-
ing the DBNP rule over-
all development under the
same presidential form of gov-
crnment introduced by its
predcecssors. .

Begum Zia said the associ-
ates of autocratic regime werc
holding mcetings and even
filling nominations. She said
people of this country did not
shed blood to allow such per-
sons to move [reely in the so-
cicty.

Begum Zia called upon the
patriotic forces of the country
tlo come under the of na-
tionalists to protect the

 sovercignty and independence

of the country and take the
nation towards progress.

She said only (he nationalist
force could cnsure the
progress of the nation and not
the associates of autocratic
Ershad who had destroyed the
nation's socio-cconomic-infras-
Lracture.

CHITTAGONG, Jan 21:
tibahini surrendered to

taking on waler, rcporis AP.

told Reuters Monday.

BEWING, Jan 21: Chinesc security
t-hmdinrq.uuo‘:“h: foreign
sceking information dissidents on trial of a six-
member

rumymmhuﬁ.mﬁr—-zﬂh*
mats, who witnessed the incident, reports AFP.

human

Sc-

New Prime Minister in Somalia

Somalia’s embattled

Indian ship sinks off Malta

PIRAEUS (Greece), Jan 21: An Indian- ship with 35
crewmen sank ofl Malta early Monday,
up four survivors and 18 bodics. And 15 people were reporied

The harbour officlal said the Bombay-registcred bulk
carrier Continental Lotus sent out a distrees
(0200 GMT) saying that its engines had stopped and it was

rescucrs picked

signal at 4 am

Australian arms industry

shrinks

SYDNEY, Jan 21: While international arms dealers may get
a boost [rom the Gulf war, the Australian arms Industry is
shrinking. Australian Defence Industirics Lid., the country's
largest arms manufacturer, is closing three [actories and
sacking 1,000 workers, company spokesman Leigh Funston

IBONN, Jan 21: Tens of
thousands more joincd
protests throughout Germany
on Sunday calling for a halt to
the Gull war.

The largest rally drew
ncarly 15,000 people in the
Southwestern city ol Stuligart,
reports AFP. Dcrliners and
Frankfurters also demon-
sirated anti-war scntiments

on Monday.
Rok students

in Scoul, hundreds of South
Korcan studcnts staged an
anti-war rally Monday, dc-
nouncing US forces In the Gull
for ‘drying up blood of Lhe
Arabs’, wilncsscs said.

The protesiers on the cam-
pus of Scoul National
University burned a US [lag,
chanting ‘opposec war’ and ‘Lhe
US aggressors arc drying up

Rallies to halt war

blood of the Arabs’.

India
In India, scveral thousand
Indian Muslims Monday

marched through Bombay city
to protest US-led allied atiacks
on lraq and demand an imme-
diate end o the Gull war.

Jordan

In Amman, doclors and
lawyers joined anti-American
prolcsts Monday as pressurc
mouniced on lusscin from
his subjects to aidd Irag.

Iran

Mcanwhile, Lhe Iranian
Forcign Ministry issucd a
statement Mo condemn-
ing what it said werc Allied at-
lacks on civilian targets in Iraq
and calling for a peaccful sel-
tiement of the war,
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The candidates of Awami
Lecague and Bangladesh
Nationalist Party are conicsi-
ing all the four scats while
Jamaat is contestling from two
conslituencics. '

In Kishoreganj, 23 candi-
datcs out of 82 in scven con-
stitucncies of Kishoreganj have
wilhdrawn nomination papers.
Nincteen nominalions were
withdrawn [rom
Irahmanbaria’s six con-
stituencies out of 77 fled for
the clections.

In 11 constituencies ol
Mymensingh district, 36 can-
didates out of 141 withdrew
their candidature.

Four candidates out of 22 in

iwo constituencies in Magura

. district have withdrawn thecir

War to last weeks, say;_ Mitterrand

French President Francois
Mitterrand s.ud Sunday that
the Gulf war weuld probably
last wecks while, DBritish
Premier John Major expeeted
the war to ldst 'quite a few
weceks,” report agencies.

Reuter reports from Paris :
French DPresident Francois
Mitterrand said that the Gull
war would probably last wecks.

His military stall said the
allied air offensive was on
schedule but more raids would
be needed to weaken lraqgi de-
fenees before ground troops
would be sent into combat.

Asked in a television inter-
view to estimatc how long the
war would last, Mitlerrand said
he did not want to predict but
added : "1 think it will be a
malter of wecks.”

His rsonal military
Adviser, Admiral Jacques
Lanxade, said the allied coali-
tion had planned a two-lo-
three-week air assault against

Iraq belforc engaging ground
forces Lo take Kuwait.

The French forccast agreed
with remarks by British Prime
Minister John Major, who said
he cxpected the war to last
"quilc a few wecks”.

‘Half-time work”

Mitterrand said he was
shocked at accusations in the
media that France's Air Foree
units in Saudi Arabia were
'working half-time’ because
their raids had been restricted
lo Iragi targets in Kuwait.

Such charges were insult-
ing, the French lcader said
adding that French pilots were
working almost around the
clock with no relaxation.

“The essential objective is
the liberation of Kuwait,”
Mitterrand said, "as for larget-
ting Saddam Hussein | say
“no”. "There is no alm againsi
any individual”.

Mcanwhile, Britain, a key

member of the US-led coali-
lion ranged against Baghdad,

said more air strikes were
nceded on Iraq and reported
two more warplanes lost.

“A lot more is still o be
done with air strikes, we are
not talking about ground war-

According to AP, US Nawvy
Rear Admiral Riley Mixson,
Commander of the Red Sea
Batlle Force, also said the al-
led air war against lraq will
take at least lwo more wecks

and Poa.llbly longer Il the lraqi
air force continues to avoid

Faced with inicnsive air
bombing, the Iragis have kepl
the bulk of their plancs
grounded in hecavily fortified
bunkers. lie said heavy bomb-
ing would’ be required to de-
thosc planes.

d

1,018 candidates

candidature.

In Chandpur, 15 candidales
out of 72 have withdrawn their
nomination papers [rom five

out of six constituencics in the
districl, None has wilhdrawn
from Chandpur- |{Kachua).
Jamat-c-Islami has with-
drawn candidates [from B83
conslituencics. The party in a
Prcss release {issued on
Monday said, it nominaled 208
candidates for the coming par-
liamentary elections. Bul the
party had decided to withdraw
candidates from BJ scals.

Bangladesh Islamie
Revolutionary Council  has
withdrawn all of their candi-



