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Upazila roundup
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KHAGRACHARI

125 tribal refugees
return from India

19

children .

that

MR. M.A.

conference as
while
Alamgir Mati formally

the conference .

Speakers in the conference
stressed for setting up of a
homoeopathic charitable dis-
pensary in Chittagong to pro-
vide treatment to the poor
people of the city . recognition
of HMB doctors with the au-
thority to issue medical cer-
tificate, utilisation of hpmoeo
doctors by government to
achieve target of health for all
by 2000 A.D. and opening of

rate faculty for homoeo
m. s in Chittagong Uni-
versity. -

NETRAKONA
Peace procession

January 19: Several hun-
dred volunteers of Services
Civil International (SCI).
Netrokona unit. on Thursday
brought out a peace proces-
sion in this district town in
the afternocon calling for an
immediate end to the Gulf war,

reports BSS.
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Dacoity in

minibus
January 19: A dacoity was
committed in a minibus on Bo-
gra-Natore Highway near Kai-
juri Village under Singra
upazila of the district, police

said here today, reports UNB.

A gang of 10 to 15 dacoits
boarded the bus bound for Bo-
gra as passengers on Monday.
After travelling some miles
they forced the driver to stop.
At this stage. they looted cash

and valuables from the passen-
gers at daggers' point and

escaped.
dacoits also stabbed a
passenger identified as Mo-
Jibur Rahman as he tried to
resist them while some others
were beaten up. travellers said.
Mojibur Rahman was admit-
ted to sadar hospital where his
condition was stated to be
critical.
A case has been lodged in
this connection

RANGAMATI

Plan to increase

fish production

, 19 : Over 50 lakh
fish fry have been released in
the Karnafuli lake of the dis-
trict during the current sea-
son, official sources said, re-
ports UNB.

- Accor@ing to Fisheries

Department, fry of ruhi, katla,

. mrigel, kaliboush were re-

leased to boost fish output in
the district.

With the implementation of
the scheme, protein
of the district will be met to a
great extent, officials added.

MADARIPUR
325 tubewells to

sold at fair price .

January, 19 : Bangladesh
Agriculture Development Cor-
poration (BADC) has taken up
a scheme to distribute 325
shallow and deep tubewells for
providing irrigation [acilities
in four upazilas here during
the current season, reports
UNB.

According to offlicial sou-
rces, 120 tubewells will be
sunk in Kalkini upazila, 105
in Rajior, 140 in Shibchar and
60 in Sadar upazilas.

The distribution of tube-

wells at fair prices has already

been started, official added.

With the implementation of
the scheme about 25,000 acres
of land will come under irriga-
tion facilities .

JHALAKATI

Grand Islamic
conference

Form A Correspondent

January, 19 : A three-day
grand Islamic conference was
held at local Government High
School field recently. Presided
over by Hazrat Moulana Azrur
Rahman Kaedshab Hujur it
was atiended by many Islamic
thinkers and pirshahebs.
From home and abroad, Pir
Shaheb of Furfura Sharif was
chief guest in the conference.
Thousands of devotes and peo-
ple from all walks of lice took
part in_the conference.

The main objective of the
conference was (0 build a

Islamic social order.
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106 316 metric tons of wheat
I8 schemes:

meiric tons against
projects. Sujanagar upazila
B85 868 metric tons ten
projects; Faridpur upazila

14.002 metric tons against twe
schemes. Bhangoora upazila
27.956 metric tons against
three schemes while Bera
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RAJSHAHI: Indiscriminate use of firewood in brickfields causin

loaded carts are on way to a nearby brickfield.

Random use in brickfields

Ban on timber extraction
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goes unheeded

From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA, Jan 19 : Large
scale use of firewood in brick-
fields has caused acute short-
age of fuel for househéld con-
sumption in the district. Ex-
traction of timber without
plantations over the years has
resulted in acute shortage for
making furniture and ecologi-
cal'imbalance in the region.

Despite ban on reckless

felling of trees huge volume of

wood is consumed in drying
tobacco in Kushtia, Chuadanga
and Meherpur districts.

Price of firewood and tim-
ber has shot up abnormally.
This has nearly 90 per
cent of the total population
which has no other source of
fuel for cooking.

Kushtia and its adjoining
districts are now regarded as
the quality tobacco growing ar-
eas. The tobacco produced
here are exported regularly.

Two tobacco re-drying facto-
rics have already been sct up
in Kushtia and some mo
others are in the offing. More-
over massive development
work in other ficlds are also
going on in the formed
districts of Chuadanga and
Meherpur. The development
needs construction of more
buifldings, bridges, culverts and
roads. This means consump-
tion of huge wvolume of bricks
and larger use of wood in
brickfields.

In order to keep pace with
the greater demand, more
brickfields are being set up.
These are consuming firewood
in an alarming scale. The
brickfield owners are thus
forced to find out new sources
of wood in the neighbouring
Faridpur district where wood
is available in reasonable quan-
tity.

Some brickfield owners

told this correspondent’ that
in spite of their' best efforts
they could not procure coal at
a reasonable price for burning
bricks. As s firewood is be-
ing used much to the detri-
ment of our forest resources.
The owners say that al

cost of wood has gone high
conpared to previous year's
price the wood- burnt bricks
are less costly. They also main-
lain that
ported in public and private
sectors is very high. Moreover
coal is not readily available.

In order to avoid reckless
use of wood in brickfields and
drying of tobacco coal in larger
volume should be imported
and supplied at a reasonable
price. Otherwise this part of
the country may soon turn into
a desert.

UNB [rom Patuakhali adds:
Extensive use of firewood in

price of coal im-

brickfields has led to acute
scarcity of fuel in six upazilas
of the district. '

At least 70 brickficlds here
are using firewood as substi-
tute for coal which, according
to brick traders, is meagre in

Some dishonest business-
men in cellusion with local
people are chopping down
trees tely for use
in brickficlds causing shortage
of firewood and affecting eco-
logical balance.

As a result, prices of fire-
wood has also sharply risen. A
maund of firewood

sold between Taka Il;ﬂhf:g I

l'aka 80 in diflerent markets

of the district adversely affect- l

ing the poor le.
Environmen ts stressed
on t action nst use

of firewood in brickfields and
rampant felling trees.

Electricity in haor areas to
improve farming pattern

BHAIRAB, Jan 19 : Early
sleps to ensure powcer supply
for the tmprovement of irriga
ton system at a normal cost in
the vast haor region of Iina,
Mitamoin and Austagram
upazilas of Kishoreganj district
have been demanded by the
farmers of the areas.

Thousands of acres of land
are put under the cultivation of
high yielding varieties of Boro
paddy every year in these
upazilas under the mechanised
cultivation schemes with the
fielding of a large number of
diese| operated power pumps.
But due to high price of dicsel
and other fuels required for
operating the pumps, the cost
ol production
much hardship to the farmers. -

goes up causing ’

From A Correspondent

This season the farmers in
the vast tract of haor areas will
have to undergo extreme suf
lerings in ensuring smooth ir
rigation to Boro lands following
the abnormal rise in the prices
of diesel and other inputs, ac-

cording to reports. Despite the
high rate of electricity. the
power operated pumps would
substantially reduce the cost of
irrigation. it is stated.

The power supply apart
from easing frrigation system
for boosting the production of
high yielding varieties of Boro
paddy would also help in
establishing rice, flour and oil

Kishoreganj district.

The kutcha latrines in the
localities of the Pourashava
cause health hazard to the res-
idents of the town.

The house-owners in the
densely populated areas in
most cases have constructed
kutcha latrines beside their
dwelling houses creating a
problem in the maintenance of
health and sanitation in the
Pourashava area.

Apart from this, a lar
nun£:r of kuteha latrines mgc
been erected here and there
by the side of the public roads,
much to the annoyance of the
pedestrians. These exposed
road-side latrines create an
unhealthy atmosphere espe-
clally during the rainy days.

RAJSHAHI Viadim,
embassy in Dhaka
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evich Minaev, Director, Cultural Centre nf th; Scviet
addressing a seminer on Russian

language’ and literature

organised by Rajshahi University at the University recently.

Lawyer dead

Advocate Niren Kumar
Bishwas, a promising lawyer
and secretary, Hnbl‘-nj
Kalibari Committee died of

heart failure recently. He was
43 )

Late Niren Kumar Bishwas
ieft behind his mother , win-
dow, 2 minor children and a
large number of relatives,
fricnds and admirers to mourn
his death.

A Tull court reference was
held in the Habigan) Judge
Court with Mr. Johu-
rul Islam District and Secsions
Judge in the chair to condole
s death

BRTC bwde;aymg

under opensky

From our Correspondetn

COMILLA. Jan 19 : Eightcen
buses worth abou! Taka two
crore belonging o Bangladesh
Road Transport Corperation
(BRTC) have been lying out of
order for quite a long time.
These buses could be put int#
scrvice after repairs. some
BRTC men said.

Kept under the open sky
the imported vehicles are fast
decaying. Soon these may turn

unworthy of plying. a BRTC of
ficial told this correspondent.

ment said that the vehi-
cles. some with minor faults,
could not be repaired for want
of lund sanetion from the Cor-
poration’'s head office at Dhaka.
A BRTC source claimed that
out of 18 buses 10 could

be replared at the local BRTC
workshop if a small number of
spares could be made available
from the Dhaka office. Repair-
ing of buses at local workshop
would involve much less cost
than carrying it out from out-

The local BRTC manage  side.

Health
- complex
an agony to
patients

From Our Correspondent

: HABIGANJ, Jan 19 : The
Chunarughat upazila health
complex has been plagued
with a host of problems caus-
ing much sufferings to the pa-
tients.

The inadequate number of
beds and other requisite mate-
rials. scarcity of drugs and
modern appliances stand on
the way of proper treatment of
patients. - '

The health complex has no
X-ray machine. As a result, the
patients have to go to the
Habiganj or Brahmanbaria dis-
trict towns for this purpose,
which consumes much time,
energy and money. *

Besides, absence of an am-
bulance is another problem.

It is alleged that the doc-
tors, specially in outdoor and
€emergency departments, are
not regularly available during
office time,

Nilphamari

The family planning de-
partment in Nilphamari dis-
irict has failed to reach the
larget due to negligence of
duty, corruption and misuse of
power, it is alleged.

There are 36 welfare
centres in the district. Most of
the centres have been working
in paper. The family welfare
centres remain open two to
three days a week. Most of the
workers do not reside in the
locality. Each family welfare
centre gets medicines every
year, but the medicines are
sold in the markets and main-
tained for registers. As a re-
sult, family work have
been hampered in the district.

Football tourney

From A Correspondent

Immmm.;mh-
nal com fon ol inter-
upazila football

was held
recently at the local stadium
with much enthusiasm.

In the final competition
:;:ri'um Upazila

3-0 goals defeating Ulipur
Upazila Eleven . The -
tion was conducted by

. ————— L — . R T S 3.

Political scene

Hectic electioneering
in districts
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Star report '

As the parliamentary
Eeuplr: are b
ope that they

election date is nearing,
more enthusiastic with the
would be able this time to ex-

ercise their voting right freely.

Our Magura Correspondent
writes : With only 37 days to go
for February 27 parliamentary
clections, hectic campign has
gripped the district.

Wall writing, postering,
graffitio and miking are on in
upazila towns to draw attention
of the voters,

Our Madaripur Correspon-
dent writes : Jatiyatabadi Chha-
tra Dal zila unit celebrated
its12th jounding anniversary
recently at Purana Bazar Sha-
heed Minar with Advocate Ab-
dul Mannan Shikder, former
Minister in the chair. -

Discussing meeting milad
mahfil and cultural function
were arranged on the occasion,

Jatiya Party celebrated its
5th founding anniversary re-
cently. A milad mahfil was held
in this connection. Different
speakers demanded the re-
lease of ousted President Er-
shad, the Chairman of the

They also brought out a
procession demanding cancel-
lation of the forthcoming par-
liamentary polls.

UNB from Jhenidah writes :
Police arrested four activists of
Jatiya Sama Dal (JSD-
Iny) on from different
areas of the town.

Jakir Hossain, Wahidul Hugq,
Rafiqul and Khairul were
nabbed for their in-
volvement in Wednesday's
clash between Awami
and JSD workers in Shailap-

Police arrested them after
Awami Leaguers filed a case.
They were sent to Shaflakupa
upazila court on :

A Correspondent from
Moulavi Bazar adds : Campaign

for the ensuing

election has started in m
swing through Moulavi Bazar
district.

Jamaat-e-Islami leader
said, when the so called social-
ism is being driven away from
many places of the world at
that time some youths of our
country have been wasting
away their valuable time by
running after such a 'non-exis-
tent’ ideolism. He said, Islam
does not accept the concept of
this ism’.

Maulana Saidee said this in
his speech as chiefl guest de-
livered recently at a mass-at-
tended Sirat-un-Nabi mahfil
held at Muroli Haji Mohsin
High School ground.

Presided over by Maulana
Mafizur Rahman the mahfil was
also addressed by Advocate
Khodadat Khan, Nur Hussain,
Maulana Abu Sayeed, Hafez
Ataur Rahman and Mafizur
Rahman.

Maulana Delwar Hossain
Saidee further said, Islam is
the religion of peace and there
iIs no scope of communalism
here. Each and every Muslim
would have to be unitedl
committed to

-F. .I]Iﬁa L

Jahangirnagar

From Our Correspondent

JAHANGIRNACAR, Jan 19°:
Jahangirnagar University at
the Savar is yet to achieve its
objective-of providing proper
facilities for higher education .

With a Provision for at
least five thousand students,
the university was set up on an
area of about 700 acres of land
in 1970. The university was
opened with 150 students and
22 teachers under four
departments-economics,
geography, statistics and
mathematics. The number of
students rose to 1418 in 1981
and about 2800 in 1990 under

17 departments of three facul-
ties and one institute.

Owing to its residential
character, the university can
not enroll more then five hun-
dred students in each academic

year. It can accommodate a
total of 2625 students includ-

ing 590 females in halls. At
lcast 70 male students have
been accommodated in several
rooms of the old Social
Science Building where the au-
ft;m"ty has also made room
r two departments -
and archaeology as ‘I'Eﬂmf:ﬂ
fice for the proctor. The stu-
dents of M.phil and Ph.d

classes are not accommodated
on the campus,

Out of about 295 teachers

government allo-
cated Taka 8.85 crores for de-
velopment programmes, but
the government failed to pro-
vide the total allocation during
the period . So it affects the on
going Fourth Five Year Plan,
from July 1990 to July 1995,

The past government at a
meeting of the executive com-
mitiee of National Economic
Council (ECNEC) decided that
mhmlld take neces-
sary 25 per-
ot steps for enrolling 25 per
in the as a good
number of students are de-
prived of higher education
each year. The government
sent a letter to the University
authority in this regard. A
similar letter was also sent to
university authority on
Januaryl0, 1991.

In the letter it has been said
that the transport communi-
cation between Dhaka an
Jahangirnagar has been im-
proved during the last 20 years
and it is now possible to admit
non-residéntial studesnts in
the university. But without
changing the University act it
is not possible.a University
source said.

jiih&(!ﬂ“ViE!jV’(If'
arms discouraging

illegal

From Our Correspondent

Pﬁmh » Jan 19: The
arms by December 26 has ex-
pired. But in Patuakhali, there
Is no sign of surrendring flle-
gally possessed arms as yet.
Present caretaker Government
in a press notification issued
stern  note ol warning against
the miscricants holding illegal

arms which will be followed by

rigorous punishment.
In the district co-ordina-

unnmeeungwhlhdhcu-hu
on the overall law and order
dis

7
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ganism (n the forthcoming
election. This vested group
will try their best to foil the
people's verdict, they felt.

A few days before in a ten-
der opening by the Power De-
velopment Board, the pmpk‘_

have seen the free exercise of
pistols, revolvers,
and bombs. In thhm
two men were
injured and taken to

The police a one
person with from the
spol. A case been regis-
tered in upazila megistrate
court in this connection.

As tht day of the gemeral
clections was drawing nearer,
the.demand for arresting flle-
gal arms holder is increasing

moreandmore.
Khelaghar Asor
executives

Tomal Khe

held at the field of
Mohadevepur Girls' High
School

The confernce clected a

new *HI'M“II

Principal of Borongaill Degree
College and Mr. Rejaul Karim
were elected President and




