NDI conducts polls

observation workshop

By Staff Correspondent

The Washington-based or-

National Democratic

Institute for Intermational Af-

fairs [NDI) conducted a work-

shop on poll watching and

election observation Wednes.
day at Hotel Sonargaon.

The NDiI team which has
recently come to Bangladesh
for primary assessment of the

situation arra the
workshop for the poll watch-
ers who are being u:rni-ed
under the leadership of Father
Tim, the chiefl of a non-gov-
ernment isatfon for en-
forcement of human rights in

e NDI which came to

Bangladesh in 1990 to observe
the upazila elections, made a
detail recommendation for
holding free and fair clections.
The organisation identified
three potential obstacles to
free and fair elections which
are:
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Earlier, a team from
SAARC-NGO observer group
sponsored by the International
ty for Ethnic Studies,
Colombo .also visited

for

Besides. the foreign mis-
sions in western countries are

also instructed to know the

desire of the coun-
tries whether they would send

their observers.

The Foreign Ministry
source, however, said that no
country had responded till
date on the question of send

ing polls observers.

Dhaka -ME
postal link
suspended

The Postal communication
between esh and sev-
eral Middle -East and Arab
countries has been suspended
until further orders in view of
the present crisis in the Mid-
dle-East. an official handout
said in Dhaka on Thursday
night, reports BSS.

The countries are : Saudi
Arabia, Qatar, Oman, Yemen,
Iran, Turkey, Syria, Kuwait,
Jordan, and the United Arab
Republic.

People have been asked not

Call to halt
Gulf war

Bangladesh Legal Aid Soci-
ety Wednesday held an emer-

gency meeting at the Supreme
Court Bar Association Hall with

22,015 books
seized in Ctg

CHIFAGONG, Jan 18 : Chit-

tagong metropolitan police
seized 22,015 books for class
one to five from a house at

Serajuddowla road here Wed-

y t, a police press
release yesterday. reports

The seized books are meant
for free distribution among
Government Primary School
students. No unauthorised per-
son can stock them.

Police took into custody the
owner of the house and a case
has been started against him.

The arrested person admit-
ted that he stocked the books
for selling at higher prices,
police said.

Session on
theatre
begins

By Staff Correspondent

The first session of
a three-day seminar on
Theatre ine in Asia:
Cooperation through Comm-
unication,’ by Inter-
national Theatre Institute,
Bangladesh Centre started
today (Friday) at a city hotel
60 representatives including
eight foreign delegates are
participating in the seminar.
25 representatives took part in
the mrm session, which
Was pres over by Ramendu
Majumder, Editor,

Magazine. Ashok Mukherjee of
India presented the key-note

The sccond session was |

presided over by Dr.
Anisuzzaman and Professor
Kabir Chowdhury presented

the key- note paper.
Speakers said theatre can
an important role in

Theatre |

!

pla |
mnilng the pepole conscious

about social problems.

Nankar Pala by Aranayak
Theatre group was staged at
Mahila Samity auditorfum or-
ganised in connection with the
seminar.

Programme of
tobacco-free
poll campaign
hailed

Sixty seven Advocates of

gramme -
ment, all political parties,

journalists and conscious peo-

ple of the country to come
forward to make the pro-

gramme a success. :
A.K.M. sohrab, Wahiduzza-

zal Hossain, S.M.A. Kayum, and

| Md. Nazmul Ahsan are among

the advocates who hailed the
programme.

Motor parts
worth Tk 60,000

recovered

By Staff Correspondent

Dhaka Metropolitan Police
has arrested a member of a
gang of thieves who used to
stcal motor parts.

Police on Wednesday ar-
rested Siddiqur Rahman from
Malibag and recovered stolen
motor parts worth taka 60,000
from his possession.
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From Uur Correspondent

KHULNA, Jan 18 : Sixty-
eight prisoners were released
in two days from the Distrit
Jail wunder overnment
amnesty that bll:l-ed a two-
week revolt.

them, 59 were released
on Tuesday and the rest on

Wednesday .
Chhatra oikyo samity

President and General Sec-
of Khulna District Unit
o' Chhatra Othyo Samity In a

statement issued on Wednes-
E:L strongly condemned the
oe

firing on the studens of

haka City College causing

death to Shamsuddin Mito, a

student of the college. They

urged the government to in-

quire into the matter and
bring the culprits to book

Freshers' reception
A freshers' reception organ-
ised by Daulatpur College unit
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The Planning Commission
has set up 29 task forces to
review a variety of develop-
ment issues which will need to
be addressed by the coming
elected Parliament and the
government to be forméd by
the majority party, reports
BSS.

Planning
sources said in "each of these
arcas action will be immedi-
dlely required to improve the
pertormance of the economy,
identify development priorities
and review various policy al-
ternatives for the future devel-
opment of the national econ-
omy on a sustained and self-re-
liant basis with a view to im-
proving the conditions of de-

Commission

prived segments of the com-
munity.”

‘The task forces. organised
on non-partisan lines where
the best available Bangladeshi
professional talents drawn
from within and outside the
government, have been mo-
bilised on a strictly voluntary,
basis to contribute their sei-
vices in order to [acilitate the
decision and policy making
process of thc new govern-

ment and parliament, the
sources said. :

The task forces will com-
plete their reports by mid-
February so that the papers
can be ready for presentation
to the new parliament and the
public by the beginning of
March, 1991.

The works of these task
forces will be presented to all
the parties elected to the new

Parliament and placed before
the country to promotc awar-

Matin elected
Ophthalmologists
Society chief

Dr. M. A. Matin was elected
President of Bangladesh Oph-
thalmologists Society in an
election held on Thursday at
the auditorium of BCPS at Mo-
hakhali in Dhaka , says a Press
release. Professor Syed Mod-
dasar Ali was clected Secretary
General of the Society.
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Kader Siddiqui held a rally in front of National Press on Friday in " o’
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demanding his immediate release.
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mahfil will be held at the cam-

pus residence of late Vice
Chancellor Prol. A F M Ka

maluddin of Jahangirnagar
University in observance of his
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