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PLO calls for worldwide
response to US attack

Kuwaitis

ment, Kuwait the nation. All
despots end this way."

Cairo Radio interrupted a
comedy programme called
"school of troublcmakers” early

Thursday to tell Egyptians the
news, and Cairo Telgvision,
which normally shuts down at
around | a.m., stayed on
through the night relaying live
US President George Bush's
report on the opening of hos-
tilities.

On hearing the news, mem-
bers of the Egyptian capital's
large Kuwaiti exile community
formed an imprompt caravan
of cars and taxis and took to
the streets in a short but exu-
berant celebration.

Security in
embassies

tightened

By Staff Correspondent

US ambassador in Bangla-
desh Willian B. Milam on

Th handed over a paper
to the Office stating
that his country was still

prepared for peace if lraq
withdrew from Kuwait, a
Foreign Office source said.

Meanwhile, security around
the embassies of US and some
European and Middle Eastern
countries have been tightened
to ensure safety of diplomats
and their stafl.

The US embassy, British
High Commission, the emba-
ssies of West Germany, France,
Saudi Arabia have also tight-
ened their own security arra-
ngements, and asked their
stafl-members not to go out
uniess absolutely necessary.

Additional police contin-
gents were posted around these
embassies on Thursday, the
source said.

Nominations
valid

From Page 1]

Returning Officer on grounds
of non-availability of permis-
sion from the Home Ministry
because he has been interned.

The Election Commission
yesterday hcard the appcals

against the decision of the
Returning Officer and declared
all his five nominations valid
the cancellation.
filed the nomina-
tions as a candidate of the
Jatiya Party, of which he was
the Chairman, from Rangpur 1,
2, 3, 5 and 6 constituencies.
were submitted on
Wednesday to the Chief
Election Commissioner chal-
the cancellation nomi-
nations of Ershad and some
other of JP leaders.

Today the last date for ap-

peal against cancellation of
nominations as well as hearing
on the same.
" A total of 3,820 nomina-
tions were filed for the 300-
secat parliament but 56 were
rejected by the Returning
O s at defferent places
across the country.

Nominations of former JP
leaders and former ministers
Naziur Rahman (Bhola-1) and
Nurunnabi Chand (Rajshahi)
were also declared valid. Their
nominations were earlier can-
celled.

Meanwhile, at Rangpur
town JP activists and support-
ers brought out a truck pro-
cession alternoon on

tions were found valid.

TUNIS, Jan 17:

Palestine

Liberation

accused “the S-lsracli-
Europecan coalition™ of
"cowardly " against
Iraq and it should be op-

The

posed "on all levels”.

The PLO addressed
call, which was relayed n
official spokesman, td “the
Arab nation, the Islamic na-
tion, the of the Third
World free and noble
men and supporters of peace”.

"It is a black day in the his-
tory of humanity,”" the PLO
said.

PLO chief Yasser Aralat's
political adviser Bassam Abu

Sharif sald the United States
had gone to war to prolect

isracl and its occupation of |

Arab and Palestinian territo-
rics.

“The U S has rejected a
peaceful solution because it has
refused to apply U N resolution
242 on the Arab-isracelli con-
lict,” he toeld Reuters,
adding,"This a
shameful for 1t American
administration, "he added
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BNP chairperson Begum Khaleda Zia offering fateha at the mazar of Ziaur Rahman
—Star photo
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Leaders call for peace
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Hasina in her statement ap-
pealed to the warring coun-
tries in the Gulf to give up
hostilities and work for an
honourable solution of the
problem through diplomatic
manoeuvres and negotiations.

"We are againsl occupation
of alien land and do not sup-
port aggression. We want

ace, not war-we want a

world”, she said.
{kh Hasina called upon
to remain alert nst
the impact of the war on the
country and pray to Almighty
Allah for the safety ol the hu-
man race.

BNP Chairman Begum
Khaleda Zia expressed her
grave concern at the war and
said the war would l:nd.nﬁ'
peace and fraternity in t
Islamic world. She called for
maintaining peace and amity
among the countries of the

Arab world and urged all con-
cerned for negotiations within
the framework of the United
Nations resolutions to establish
peace in the Gull.

The Five-Party Alliance in a
meeting condemned the at-
tack on Iraq and appealed to
the world leaders to take ini-
tiative for immediate stoppage
of the Gulf war. A resolution
adopted at the meeting said
the Gulf war will affect the
whole world.

The central working com-

- mittee of Jammat-e-Islami ex-

pressed deep concern at the
Gulf war and called upon the
internaional community, in-
cluding the Muslim Ummah, to
come to find out a ne-
gotiated and diplomatic solu-
tion of the problem.

Baksal CPB,Workers Party,
BSD (Khalequzzaman), United
Communist League, Muslim
League, Samyabad{ Dal,

Raid on Iraq
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first wave of attacks inflicted
major damage to lraqi aircraft
on the ground and destroyed

numerous Scud missiles--
which had threatened
to fire at Israel and Saudi Ara-
bia. Iraq managed to launch
some missiles towards the
Kingdom but allied military
spokesmen said they fell short.

“So far there has been no
air resistance from Iraq,” US
Defence Secretary Dick Ch-
enecy said in Washington. “|
think it would be fair to say
that we have achieved a fairly
high degree of tactical sur-
prise.”

With battle smoke billowing
around’ dad, state radio
said: "Our fighters will force
the head of the American yan-
kee down into the mud of de-
feat and surrender.”

CNN reported that much of
Saddam’s elite Republican
Guard had been knocked out.
ABC news said eight-engined
B-52 bombers weré used.

A huge pall of black
smokes-- possibly from a
chemical plant-- was billowing
over the city's western sub-
urbs.

BBC said the lraqi Ministry
of Defence and main post of-
fice had been hit.

Baghdad said the allied air
raids were aimed a residential
areas and some air force bases.

Military analysis said the
raids were clearly aimed at
softening up Iraq's 545,000
ground troops, dug into defen-
sive positions in southern Iraq
and Kuwait, before any ground
assault by 500,000 allied

troops massed in Saudi Arabia.

hearing that Ershad's nomina-
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certain air bases”, it said with-
out cleborating.

According to Reuter:
Baghdad Radio alse welcomed

the start of war in the Gulf to-
day and paid special tribute to

Iraq's clite Presidential Guard,
one of the targets of the US-
led aerial on slaught.

Saddam also wrote a lctter
to George Bush which was read
on Iraqi Radio Thursday after
the US-led air strike calling
him to withdraw Allicd forces
from the Gullf.

According to carlier re-
ports: President Saddam
Hussein vowed Thursday that
the Iraqi peoplc would “defeat
the infidels and their allies,”
official Baghdad radio re-

ported.

"The confrontation with sa-
tan Bush and criminal zionism
has started,” the radio quoted
him as saying in a message (o
the nation. "The courageious
Iragis who carry the torch of
Islam will emerge victorious.”

"~ "The thrones of the trators
will soon fall, when the will of
the satan of the White House
breaks,” the President said
"Palestine, Lebanon and the
Golan Heights will be liber-
ated.” He repeated the Muslim
prayer and war chant, Allah
Akhbar (God is great), three
times at the end of the mes-

Baghdad radio warned that
Iraq would" retaliate twice as
hard,” four hours after thc
start of a U.S led bombardment
of Iraqi targets designed to
force Mr. Hussein to withdrew
his troops from Kuwait, the
tiny oil-rich Emirate they oc-
cupied August 2.

"We arc detcrmined not to
cede our rights, namely, the

return of Kuwait to Iraq,” the
radio said at 0415 GMT.

A radio commentator said
Irag would never surrendcr
and called on the population to
resist the allied attack.’

"War started today.,”

radio said todaay, "

" We will teach America and its

Allics a lesson,” Radio an-
nouncer said.

Baghdad radio has been
broadcasting recitations from
the holy Quran since shortly
aftcr the allies attacked Iraq
and the occupied Kuwait early
on Thursday. :

Krishak-Sramik Samajbadi Dal,
Jatiya Oikkya Front, Jaliya
IParty and other organisations

also expresscd concern at the

Gulf war.

Kuwait Repatriates Asso-
clation expressed deccp conc-
ern at the breakout ol war
following invasion of Kuwait by

Iraq.

Mad rush
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had not been instructed to ra-

tion sales but thc government
might need to do so. Long
queues wcere scen before the

filling stations till late night on
Thursday.
The mment has plans

to import oil from Singapore,
Malaysia, Indonesia and
Australia 1f the supply line
from the Gull is cut off, it was
dcecided in a review meeting
on the oil country. Current
stock of oil can meet 40 days’
requirecment of the country.
The government has also de-
cided to gﬂlr up contingency
plan and undertake strick
austerity measures to meet the
emergency situation.

ression is |

Che Daily Star

Iraq can still avoid
destruction : Bush

From Page |

ing with Congressional Ir.uhn

the White House Press Room,
[Bush wid reporters: "“Things

Saudi oil
platforms
burning

THERAN, Jan 17: Several
Saudi ofl platforms in the Gulfl
were hit by Iragi misstles and
are buming, the official Irantan
news agency (IRNA) said,
reports AFP.

IRNA said it had no further
details from {ts maritime
sources. Citing [ranian military
sources, Radio Tehran said
Iraql telecommunications sys-
tems have not been disturbed.

The sources said Iragl anti-
aircraft batteries have not been
paralysed and were active.

According to another re-
port Five Iraql Scud missiles
were fired at Saudi Arabia early
today, the British Broadcasting
Corporation reported, a re-
port from Nicosia said.

The report could not im-
mediately confirmed.
Two air raid alerts took

 place in the kingdom soon

after allied aircraft staged a
massive attack on Iraq and

Kuwait but both were quickly

are going well - exactly as

you've all reported.”

He said the 28- nation
coalition "exhausted all rea
sonable efforts™ to resch a

peaceful diplomatic solution to
the Gulf crisis sparked by

Iragq's August 2 invasion on
Kuwait

Tension
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There were several rallies
city in favour of both Iraq

Saddam Hussain and

US attatk of iraq. A large
number of Secretariat employ-

ees bro out a rally in
favour of and chanted
slogans against US aggression.

Another group of Secretariat

employees brought out a rally
supporting the US invasion of

Iraq.
Throughout the . people
were seen :-lhlllﬁ

for latest information of Gulf
war. Most of the people were
visibly concerned. What would
be our [ate il the war

-- a question being posed by
many citizens.

In spite of government
warning, a section of un-
scrupulous traders resorted to
hoarding. Prices of many
essentials marked a sharp rise.
A buyer was scen purchasing a
two-kg tin of milk
Dano with Tk 266. Only a day
before, it was sold at taka 250
per tin.

Meanwhile, an ofl tanker
carrying 20,000 tons of
petroleum has anchored at
Chittagong port on Thursday.
Another ofl tanker is due by
January 22, said a Bangladesh
Petroleum Corporation (BPC)
source.

A city flling station man-
ager old The Star that
he had already sold 6,000
litres of oil till late evening on
Thursday. The normal sale is
two to three thousand litres a
day on an average, he added.

When asked as to why he
was buying excess oil, a cus-
tomer told the Star that he was
buying ofl for reserves.

Bangladeshis trapped
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Besides Bangladeshis, there
arc 13000 Americans ;]mr'kinl
in Aramco [oil com . Most
of them have nnun: Bahrain
the causeway, a

over the Gull. The distance
from Dahran to Bahrain is only
27 kelometres. Many of the
Bangladeshis have also gone to
Bahrain, according to informed
sources. There are a few hun-
dred eshis in Jordan,
which is also a vulnerable zone.

There are over two lakh
Ba his in Saudi Arabia,
one lakh in the United Arab
Emirates, 65,000 in Oman,
357000 in Qatar, 25,000 in
Bahrain, 10,000 in [ran, 8,000
in Lebanon and 3000 in Kuwait

and 500 in Baghdad. There is
no about the situation in
other Gulf states. But available
rcports said the Bangladeshis
are panicky in those states ex-
cept Oman which is far away
from the war zone. Adequate

ts have been made
by our missions in those coun-
tries to keep them informed of
the latest situation.

The relatives of the
Bangladeshis working in the
Arab states are worried about
their fate. They are makin
enquiry about their near
dear ones over telephone to
newspaper oflices. Foreign
Office has opened a cell to
monitor the developments in
the Gulf round the k.

A ﬁmcesaiun was Ernught out in city yesterday in support of Saddam after US attack
—Star photo

on Iraqg.

Help sought to implemen

gas pipeline project

The Government sought the
cooperation of the people of
Sylhet in the implementation
of several projects including
North-South Gas pipeline in
deference to their demand,

BSS. '

Responding to the memo-
randum submitted by the Eight
Party, Seven- and Five-
Party alliances and All Party
Students Unity of Golapgani

Beani Bazar areas of Sylhct
e T R o

Power Energy in a Press
Note outlined the steps for the
installation of LPG plant and
pipe line.

It said a big dehydration
plant and LPG fractionation
plant an annual
of 5,000 ton's will be estab-
lished at Kailashtila. The pro-
jects also inchude installation
of North-South Pipe line, it
added.

This fractionation plant will
be in addition to the 10,000

ton capacity established at
Kailashtila. Petrol and diesel
processed from this plant are
being marketed in Sylhet ar-
eas, it said.

It said, "Dehydration plant
and fractionation plant to be
constructed are closely linked
with the installation of North-
South Pipe line. The task to
begin the work will be ham-
pered if the work ol the
sai enstrusted with the re-
sponsiblity of laying the pipe
line remains stopped.” As a re-
sult it will not be possible to
take effective steps to meet

other demands.
"It is to take up
the re work of the Number

through the Golapgonj portion
of North-South Pipe line.
Otherwise, there mjght be

in the supply of gas in

The Midnight File

NICOSIA. Jan 17

neither side in the Culf war to use its atrspace or territory
and sourees in Tehran sald the lranian armed forces were

planning war games off the southern Gull roast

iran sadd Thursday it would allow

Tehran

television, monitofed in Nicosia. said & stalement msued by
thﬂnﬂdﬂn_ﬂlhd@muft}mm-dﬁ'um-

warned that the military was prepared to thwart any
incursions inte lramdan territory reports AP
NATO ships in mediterrenean

BRUSSELS. Jan 17: NATO ammounced Thursday it was
cight ships in its quick reaction force to resume

surveillance in the Mediterranean Sea

it also satd In &

statement that it was sending minesweepers 1o the Central

Mediterrancan "o protect the safety of shipping and freedom
of navigation In this vital area,” reports AP

Steps against war backlash

BERLIN. Jan 17: Bonn pelice armed with submachine guns
patroled outside the American community as iragl President
Saddam Hussein threatened to stage terrorist actions. US
skiers pulled out of weekend World Cup races and numerous
schools for the children of American soldiers in Germany
were closed Thursday. after the outbreak of fighting in the

Gull, reports AP.

War was expected : Reagan

LOS ANGELES, Jan 17

Former U.S Prestident Honald

Reagan was at his Santa Barbara ranch watching TV wher he

learned that the bombing of Baghdad had begun

done

We had

we could do.” Reagan said in a statement

released by his Century City office. "Warnings were given that
we would resort to armed action to free Kuwait This wus 1o

be expected.” reports AP

Soviets regject Baltic conference
VIENNA (Austria). Jan |7: The Soviet Union on Thursday
rejected a proposal supported by the United States Canada

and all other Eu

an countries for an international con

ference on the Kremlin's violent intervention in the Baltics. A
diplomat sald the proposal for the gathering came from six

dele

gations at an expert meeting of the Conlercnce on
Security and Cooperation in Europe. a
military security and respect of hu

-nation forum on
rights from the

Atlantic Ocean to the Urals Mountains, reports AP

Kohl re-elected Chancellor

BONN. Jan 17: The German parliament re-elected Helmut

Kohl as Chancellor of the
weeks after his centre-

united nation today. six

right coalition won landslide victory In

ejections on December. The Christian Democratic leader won
the support of 378 members of the 662-member Bundestag
(Lower House). while 257 opposition deputies voted against

him, reports Reuter

33 Tamil rebels killed

COLOMBO. Jan 17: Government troops have shot and
killeel 33 Tamil rebels since Sunday. Deputy Defence Minister

+ Ranjan Wijeratne said Thursday

Thirteen other rebels drowned Wednesday when troops
riddled their boat with bullets at Toppigala in Batticaloa
district, he sgid. The killings brought the rebel death toll to
60 since last Friday when the government ended a 10-day

official truce. reports AP.

Siddiky
convict,
says govt

The Government on
Thursday night issued a hand-
out on Abdul Kader Siddiky,
who was arrested by the police
in Jenidah on Thursday
moming, reports BSS.

The handout issued by the
Home Ministry said Kader
Siddiky was tried on July 24,

1978 in absentia under MLR by

Martial Law Court No 1 of
Dhaka for Tangail police sta-
tion's case no 15 14-04-76.
He was found guiity by Martial
Law Court and sentenced to
seven years' rigorous impris-
onment and a fine of Taka
three lakh in lieu there of a
further rigorous imprisonment
of three years.

Kader Siddiky was pm:
land t when he
in ntipfmmm Airport
from India on December 16
last with an identity certificate
issued by the Government of
Iindia. The tenure of his land-
ing permit expired on Tuesday
last. He has been arrested by
the police as he is a convict
who is yet to undergo his sen-
tence.

Hasina demands
unconditional

release

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League chiel Sheikh
Hasina in a statement yester-
day demanded the uncondi-

tional release of Kader Siddiky.

Expressing her o
cern she ‘ mmmy
fought the War of Liberation
and engaged himsell in re-
building the natfon under the
leadership of hu
Sheikh Mujibar Rahman.
Siddiky had to spend 15 years
in exile in protest against the
killing of Bangabandhu, she
said. .

Sheikh lasina said after the
fall of the authocratic govern-
ment Kader Siddiky returned
from India and started his
normal political activilies.

She said when the killers of
Bangabandhu were at large, the
arrest of Kader Siddiky was a
matter of great regret. She
said the democratic people of
the country wanted Kader

Siddiky back among them
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aarrest Kader Siddiky. The po-
lice team raided the local
WAPDA rest house in the carly
hours and took him into cus-
tody before dawn. He has been
scnt to Jessore detained
for 120 days under the Special
Powers Act.

Beforc his arrest police
showed him the necessary
documents for his arrest. The
notice served on him men-
tioned that he was arrested for
120 days for public securily
and salety.

Kader Siddiky was staying
at the rest house after attend-
ing a reception on Wednesday
by the local unit of Kader
Siddiky Repatriation Com-
mittee.

Siddiky, who was convicted by
a Martial Law tribunal during
the BNP regime for high trea-
son and sentenced to seven
years R.|. crossed into India in
1975 alter the assassination of
Sheikh Mujifbur Rahman. He
formed 'Kadcria Bahini' there

to Lake reve against the
killers of Sheikh Mufjib.
According to the Illome

Ministry, there are now [wo
criminal cases against Kader
Siddiky one with Motijheel

iana and the other with
Kalthati thana.
Kader Siddiky flled nomi-
nation from T -8 as an In-
dependent . Awami
did not nominate him,
neil he sought nomination
from the Awami League.
ile tald a public meeting
that he did not seck nomina-

L]

Luan from Awami League be-

1;1:: might show cle
to killers of Sheikh
but he would not let them go

without trial.

Our Jhenidah correspon-
dent adds: Before he was taken
ffito custudy Kader Siddiky in a

wrilten statement urged his
followers to raise protest
against his arrest. He said he
did not want that the on-going
democratic process was ham-
pered.

Later in a press conference
lotal Awami Jubo Leaguec and
Chhatra League lecaders con-
demned the arrest and de-
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Meanwhile Fakhruddin

Ahmed, Adviser for Foreign
Affatrs, said Bangladesh regrets

¥



