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International

Very successful,
says Major

British Prime
Minister John
Major said allied
forces operations
against Iraqi
targets were
continuing
and they had
been very
successful.

Page S.

Editorial
Tough Times

Ahead for
Refugees

to seek asylum

in Europe is getting
worse. The treatment

given to them once

they reach Eurdpe
I becomes more

and more
unsympathetiec.
Page 4

! Magazine
A lookback at ma-
jor world events

1990 -- a year
history moved into
the fast track. A look-
back at the major
I world events of

the past year.
3 Page 9-11

Business

Political
consensus

| Planning Adviser
Prof Rehman
I Sobhan pleads for
a political consensus
to reverse the process
of economic degenera-
tion, eradicate
poverty and
sustain
democracy.
Page 6

NEWS BRIEFS

NICOSIA, Jan 17: Kuwait's
Crown Prince told fellow
Kuwait's today, that liberation
of their homeland was near,
hours after US and allied
planés bombarded targets in
Iraq and the occupied Emirate.
"We are all witnessing fateful,
decisive days culminating our
just struggle to liberate our

dear homeland from the brutal

aggression”, Sheikh Saad
ulla al-Sabah said in a

message to Kuwaitis under oc-
cupation, reports Reuter.

AL stays away
from 8-party meet

The scheduled meeting of 8-
Party Alliance to resume nego-
tiation for a joint panel of
candidates could not take place
Thursday as Awami League
stayed away. Leaders of all
other components came to the
meeting venue last night to re-
sume talks, but Awami League
leader Mohammad Nasim re-

gretied their absence, reports
UNB.
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Star today, please don't hesitate to
call the Circulation Manager imme-

digtely on Tel: 246023-4 (PABX), |
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18,000 tonnes of
bombs dropped
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One lakh Bangladeshis
trapped in war zone

About one lakh Bangladeshi
nationals are trapped in the
war zone of Baghdad, Kuwait
and Dahran, Dammam and Al-
Khobar of Saudi Eastern
Province.

There are about 450,000

Bangladeshis working in dif-
ferent Middie Eastern coun-
tries including Saudi Arabia,
occupled Kuwait and

according to Foreign thiltry
sources.

Over 3000 is are
trapped in Kuwait and 500 in
Baghdad. Over 70 thousand
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Republican Guard
decimated : US
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Hundreds of allied war-
planes blasted Iraql targets
Thursday. clobbering the mili-
tary machine that invaded
Kuwait 56/1-2 months ecarlier,
US military officials said, re-
port news agencies.

The onslaught at 2:30

US warships in the Gulf
joined in with Tomahawk
cruise missiles.

A second wave of air raids,
this time¢ including French

, began at bout 9:30 a.m.

30 GMT) Thursday.

The attacks were the first
in a long series of bombard-
ments intended to cripple the
iraqi military and sap the
country’'s will to fight, accord-
ing to US military officials.

There were no ground bat-
tles, US military officials said.

One US plane was shot
down in the initial attacks. ac-
cording to US Defence Secre-
tary Dick Cheney.

British Defence Secretary
Tom King said, one British
Tornado GR1 experienced and
engine fire and was missing
with its two crewmen.

French Defence Minister
Jean-Plerre Chevenement said
four French planes were hit by
anti-aircraft fire and one pilot
was slightly injured, but all
planes and flyers returned
salely to their bases.

The huge air campaign
against Iraq involved more
than 9000 sorties in the first
half-day of war.

According te Reuter, In
Jordan residents saitf 1o mily-
tary bases near Iraq's western
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14 enemy planes
downed : Iraq

border were in flames after
being hit by US

US officials said there was
scant resistance as from
the United States, Britain.
Saudi Arabla and the remnants
of the Kuwaiti Air Force
streaked over Iraq and Kuwait.
One estimate in Washington
said they drop at least
18,000 tonnes of bombs. Tar-
gets included key installations
in the heart of the Iragi capi-
tal, including Presidential
Palace, Defence Ministry,
Baghdad Airport, and oil refin-
ery and the headquartegs of
Saddam's ruling Baath Party.

*Iraq can still avoid further
destructions by an immediate
withdrawal from Kuwait, the
US told the Security Council
during a briefing last night on
air operations in the Gulf.

Saddam remained defiant.
He repeated a message to US
President George Bush that
Iraq would not yield and call-
ing on Bush to withdraw his
forces from the Gulf. Saddam
said on Baghdad Radio:
"mother of all battles has
started.”

Reports from Nicosia say:
Iraqi President Saddam Hus-
sein braved allled bombing
raids on Thursday to tour the
streets of the Iragl capital,
Baghdad Radio reported.

Saddam visited the air force
and air defence headquarters
reported badly damaged in the
US -led blitz that began during
the night.

The Kuwait government-in-
exile said 12 of its planes
made an independent dnyldght
attack en [raqi targets.
= US defence officials said the

See Page 10 Col. 2

"news about

By Reazuddin Ahmed

people live in the Eastern
Province of Saudi Arabia bor-
Kuwait and Iraq

Bangladesh Foreign
Secretary told newsmen yes-
terday that our nationals are
being taken to safer places in-
side Saudi Arabia. The Foreign
Ministry has not received any
casualty of
. he said.

According to a Foreign

Oflice source, over two lakh
people are working in the
Saudi Eastern Province were
moving to Jeddah, Makkah,

Madinah, Yanbu and also to
Rivadh. Riyadh is however
within the Iragi missile range.
Bangladesh Embassy in
Riyadh has opened a special
cell to extend help to our na-
tionals. Bangladeshi sources
told The Daily Star that the
Saudi government was helping
Bangladeshis and our people
were buying gas masks at con-
cessional prices.
~Dahran, Dammam and Al-
Khobar are very vulncrable to
Iraqi air and missile attack.

See Page 10 Col. §

Kader Siddiky
arrested

moming from Jhenidah after
expiry of the date of his one-
month entry permit. Kader

, who went into selfl-
exile in India returned to
Bangladesh after 15 years on

an Indian travel permit,
December 16.

An armed battalion, led by
DIG K.I Chowdhury, from
Dhaka, went to Jhenidah to

See Page 10 Col. 7

All nominations

of Ershad
found valid

All the five nomination pa-
pers of ousted President
Ershad, rejected earlier by the
Returning Officer of Rangpur,
were declared valid by the
Election Commission yesterday

, Jatiya Party sources said, re-
p-arls UNB. : '

The former President, who
remains interned wunder
Special Powers Act, had filed
noiminations from five out of
six constituencies in his home
district to contest the February
27 parliamentary elections.

But all his nomination pa-
pers were cancelled by the

See Page 10 Cel. 1

Leaders call
for peace
thru’ talks

By Staff Correspondent

Political parties expressed
deep conern yesterday over
the outbreak ﬂrwar in the Gulf
and appealed to all concerned
for immediate stoppage of
hostilities. In separate state-
ments, leaders of the parties
called for pull out of all foreign
troops from Middleeast and

demanded withdrawal of Iraqi
forces from Kuwait. They

urged world community to
find a peaceful solution of the
Gulf crisis through diplomatic
process.

Awami League chiel Sheikh

See Page 10 Col. 2

Bangladeshis
safe, says
Foreign Office

By Staff Correspondent

esh nationals in the
Gulf countries are safe. Steps
have been taken to remove
Bangladeshis from vulnerable
puinta near Saudi‘lraq and
Saudi-Kuwait borders to safe

arcas.

The Bangladesh contingent
of 2300 troops and medical

personnel is in a defensive
position, about 25 kilometres
inside Saud] territory, and is
not engaged in the oflensive

inst Iraq, Foreign Secretary
abul Ahsan told newsmen yes-
terday.

See Page 10 Col, 8

Beijing c

UNITED NATIONS, Jan 17:
The Soviet Union early t
backed the United States- led
attack on Iraq but said the final
;hjmtiw should be to liberate

uwait and not to destroy |
reports Reuter, e

The UN Secretary-General
cxpressed sorrow at the
outbreak of war. Iran said it
was "sad” the Gulf crisis had
resulted in a military conflict
and Cuba said the Security
Council had turned into a rub-
ber stamp for US policy.

With sorrow and some re-
luctance, many nations backed
the U.S. -led attack on Iraq as

a necessary evil. But angry anti-

rotesters marched by
tnrchrght in Germany and
wept at a midday sit-in in
Australia.

Perhaps the most favourable
reaction to war's outbreak was
on world financial markets,
which surged on the apparent
initial success of the t
air strike against Irag. Oil
prices, which had been ex-
pected to rise, dropped in-
stead. '

Around the world, allies of
the United States not partict-
pating in the attack -- in¢lud-
ing Japan and South Korea --

strongly supported the action.
Longtime foes such as Cuba
and North Korea denouneced it.

Most Middle East govern-
ments reacted cautiously.

In the Soviet Union, which
approved the UN Security
Council resolution allowing
force against Iraq after January
15, armed forces were put on
high alert along the nation's

border with Iraq early
Thursday.
President Mikhail S

Gorbachev gave a national ad-
dress to "express our decp
sorrow thal military confronta-
tion could not be averted.”

Moscow backs US attack on Iraq,
alls for restraint

He reassured western allies
that “the Soviet Union will go
on cooperating with other
countries and the United
Nations.” But he urged U 8
President George Bush 1o
make one last attempt to cén-
tact Saddam Hussein.

China, another UN Security
Council member which ab-

stained from the vote, urged
restraint among the warring

nations.

the strongest allies,
German Chaneellor Helmut
Kohl said he learned of the at-
tack with" deep dismay.”

Mad rush
for petrol
in City
By Shahiduzzaman Khan
Painec-buying of ofl at all fill-

ing stations in the city

this mormning (Thursday)
lowing the outbreak of Gull’
war.

Long queues formed at fill-
ing stations, extending out into
the roads and causing major
traflic jams, particularly in the
commercial areas such as

Motijheel, Dilkhusa and
Malibagh.
A spokesman of a city filling

station told the Daily Star that
3500 litres of gasoline are sold
on an average a day. Today's
(Thursday) sales ]ﬂl.‘.lk.td like
doubling that figure. Many said
their stocks hnd already dried
up, and they had sent for more
supplies from the '-"fP“‘l
Filling stations said they

Sec Page 10 Col. 4

' Let us devote our efforts to
ensure free and fair polls on
February 27. Cast your vote
judiciously and allow others
to excercise their rights.

12 PAGES. PRICE TAKA. 1.00

Two Iraqi bases near
Jordan in flames

Massive raid onIraq

Things going well : Bush

WASHIGNTON, Jan 17 :
President George Bush said
today he was pleased with the
first results of the offensive
launched by U.S. and Allied

NICOSIA, Jan :
President Saddam Hul-ﬂn to-
day vowed victory for his coun-
try despite a massive US-led
air attack which according to

Forces o drive Iragl troops
from Kuwait hnd prayed the
loss of life would be held “at an
absolute minimum-®, reports

Sce Page 10 Col. §

Saddam VOWS thmy

the Army in Baghdad
air bases and dtnicly p-upu-

Iated rcgions, reports AFP,

" The enemy planes only hit
Sec Page 10 Col. 2

Tension, protests,
panic-buying in city

A STAR Report

Tension and panic-buying
of essentials gripped the city
after war broke out in the Gulf
region. Several demonstra-
tions were held condemning
attack on

Hearing news bulletin the
radio, anxious people started

the newspaper offices
for latest information in the
Gulf. The newspapers, The
Daily Star included, brought
out telegrams in the morning
with the last news about the
war.

Relatives of stranded
ladeshis, estimated at 4.5
in the Gulf, expressed concern
over the armed conflict in the
Gulf. In a press briefing at the
Foreign Office, a official s
kesman said the
living in the Gulf were safe so
far.
. There was mad rush for fuel
in city’s filling stations. People
was secen buying essential
commodities in anticipation of
steep rise in prices.

See Page 10 Col. 6
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