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Children and the Environment:
Weaving a Web for Survival

c on c<hildren
w and enwironment for
the survival ol the specics. Yol
evidence that the United
Environment
(UNEP) has

signposted, “No Return.” Dut
it also shows that adulls cur‘
unite lo reverse this situation. |

“The road to save our chil-

those who advocate the status
quo. The samc it always was,
the same it will be,” said
UNEP's Exccutive Direclor Dr.
Mostalfa K. Toélba when he
launched the 1990 State of
the Environment Report in
Mexico City on World
Envronment Day June 5 this

The report on Children and
the Environment was launched
as a joint effort between UNEDP
and the United Nalions
Children's Fund (UNICEF)
represented by its Exccutive
Director Mr. James Granl, un-
der the theme *Children and
the Environment”.

The stark fact thal emerged
from the Repert is that the
degradation of the cnviron-
ment is jeopardizing Lhe
planet's future, including that
of our children.

“Each ycar, millions of
children dic from pollulion,
chemical poisons, poor sanila-
tion, malnutrition and com-

mon discascs. Even the unborn
ar nol safe,” said Dr. Tolba.

Radiation, viruses, drugs and
chemicals  increase the
chanees ol miscarriages, still-
births and birth defcels.,

The prospect is not much
belicr when a baby is born.

Il the child is from a devel-
oping country it may be onc of
14 millien who do not rcach
its fifth birthday as a result of a

number of environmental haz-
ards. These include pollution
or cnvironmentally related
problems like malnutrition and
discases like diarrhoca and
measles. Or it could be one of
the three million who are
severcly disabled by these
cAUSCS.

Deforestation and descrtifi-
eation, for example, cut food
production and iIncrease
childhood malnutrition.
Pollution of water and air aflcet
children more scevercly than
adulls. Respiratory infections
kill 4.2 million children under
the age of five in the develop-

Deforestation and desertilication
malnutrition. Pollution of waler

by David Lazarus

the fact that if we work to-
gether we can reduce poverty
and protcet the environmenl
Bul to cope with the world’s
many environmental flls, will
require fresh levels of interna-
tional coopcration,

There already cxist exam-
ples of global cooperation,
which shows that the world is
united on the issucs.

In general, the overall qual-*

fty of the waler in rivers and
streams of the industrialised
world has improved since the
1970s.

A Convention on
Transboundary Air Pollution;

precious resource-our chil-
dren.

*It is a moral imperative for
cach generation to saleguard
and improve the prospects of
future generations.
Intergencrational equity and
intergenerational -
ity are age-old, sacred trusis.
The unborn cannot make their
wishes known. But we can”,
reminds Dr. Tolba.

The Summit will indicate
that someth can and must
be done. People are willing to
change il governments give lop
priority and action to lofly
principles such as the right of

cut food production and increase childhood
and air alfect children more severe

than

adults. Respiratory infections kill 4-2 million children under the age ol five in

the
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developing world each year.

ing world cach year.

In industrialiscd countrics,
the main cnvironmental causes
»f death and disability among
children are cxposurce Lo vari-
ous forms of pollution and tlo
hazardous chcemicals in the
cnvironment.

Ozonc depletion and atmo-
lrh::ﬂc pollution leading to
alimate change may be the
harbingers of discases with
which future gencrations will
have to live. Homelessness, the
burgconing population and
hunger are olther side-clicets
of cnvironmental degradation
that the international com-
runity must address.

The World Summit for
Children, resolved to reverse
these gloomy prospecis by
supporting the Plan of Action
for Implementing the World

Declaration on the survival,

Protection and Development of
Children in the 1990s.

Summit participants noted

action plans to reverse the
deterioration of the regional
scas has been adopted by nine
regions, and Lthe dumping of
low-level radicactive waste in
the Atlantic Ocecan has becn
halted since 1983,

Efforts to address the pos-
sible threats ol ozone deple-
,on led to the Adoption of the
vicnna convention for the
Protection of the Ozone layer
in "1985 followed in Septem
fo87 by the Montreal prolocol
in Substances that Deplete the
Ozonce Layer--a landmark in in-
ternational cooperation lo pro-
leet the environment.

An international legal in-
strument to preserve biodiver-
sity. and a plan of Acttion to
Combat Desertification are on
the agenda.

These steps which have al-
ready been taken, and the oncs
that the international com
munity is resolved to pursue,
will help protect our most

every creature to pursue
health and happiness.
| rnments are not

readly, people are.

Surveys demonstrate that
people are ready to accept
more governmental regulation
to protect the environment.

Simple, low-cost measures
can be introduced to alleviate
health and homelessness, edu-
calion and hopelessncss,
poverty and malnutrition.

Advances can be made, il
there is a will.

In light of recent progress,
scveral UN agencies believe
that the 1990s will see the
worst malnutrition virtually
climinated.

Some 535 million people
first gained access to clean
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for a further 326 million. The
goal of safc watcr and adequate
sanitation for all can be
rcached using present knowl-

Crops of Rich Countries

by Dennis Craig
to warrant major investments
to combat it by dcveloping

lobal warming caused

by © greenhouse” gas

emission is likely to
benefit and swell the larders of
the industrialisd countries. It
will have the reverse effect on
most developing countrics
which, currently unable to feed
themselves, will bace declining
food production.

These are among the
forecasts made by the Food
and Agriculture Organisation
(FAQ) in a far-ranging paper on
the impact of climate change
on agriculture, forestry and
fisheries, presented to the
Second world Climate
Conference just held in
Geneva.

The paper says rising
concentrations of carbon
dioxide could increase
temperate wheat yiclds by one
metric ton a hectare. This
would make it possible,
according to FAO's latest
production figures, for Canada,
the Soviet Union and the US to
grow an extra 80 million tons a
year on lands now under wheat
production. -

Rising tcmperatures in
(ropical areas, hoever, would
weaken monsoons and reducc
the area of highlands wherc
temperate staple crops can be

The most dramatic changes
could well be in areas with
Mediterranean-type climates,
such as southern Europe,
northern Africa and northern
Central America. All would be

markedly drier,

The paper says.
conceivable that the North-
South. gap in agricultural
production potential will
widen."

it warns that there is still
too ' much conjecture about
some aspcls of climate change

"It is

countrics, already hard-
pressed to mect more
immediate food and
agricultural needs.

The paper adds. "On the
other hand, there is a

scientific consensus that the
greenhouse effect is real, that
greenhouse cmissfons are
rising at unprecedented rates,
that some global warming
secms likely within 20-30
years, and that such changes
would affcet crop, animal and
forest growth. The risks of
inaction are too great to delay
responses until all scientific
uncertainties are removed.”
Although agriculture plays
only a secondary role to
industry and the burning of
fossil fuels is contributing to
the greenhouse effect- about
ninc per cent of all emissions-
it is more dependent on and
vulnerable to climate
conditions than any other
human activity, the paper
points out.
' The burining of tropical
forests accounts for a further
18 per cent of emissions.

"Forests play a more

important role (than
culture) regarding global

climate,” says the paper.
"Under normal conditins they
arc an important source of
water vapour, which plays a
very important role in climatic
processes and is a major
carbon storing ccosystem and
contribute carbon dioxide and
other gases to the atmosphere
when burned or otherwise
converted.”

Among the most significant
emissions of methane, nitrous
oxide, ozone and certain
chlorofluorocarbons [crﬂ
from the agricultural

forestry sectors are those from
ruminant and chewing
livestock (25 per cent); paddy
fields (35 per cent); animal
waste (12 per cent); land
clearing; fuclwood burning and
the use of mineral nitrogen
fertilisers.

"Emissions of these gascs
are likely to increase in the
future given populatin growth
and rising demand for food
following per capita incomc

growth,” says the paper.

FAO says one way to limit
methane emissions from cattle
and other flatulent ruminants
would be to improve the
quality and supply of fced,
which would also substantially
increase livestock productivity
in most developing countrics.

Global marine [fish
production is riot likely to be
scvercly affected by climate
change, although individual
fish stocks might suffer.

"Areas of high productivity
could be shifted polewards.
The year-to-year variability of
individual stecks could
increasc...thus posing long-
term plannin and
management problems for
individual countries and
coastal states.

“Flooding of coastal arcas
due to rising sea would
have immediate
impact,especially in Asian
countries such as adesh,
India, Malaysia and land,
which have most of the world's
marine and brackish water

acquaculture production.

CRAIG has worked for three
UN agencies over 22 years and
is a speclalist writer on
international organisations.

uman beings have pre-
H cipitated the Gulf cri-

sis, but they will not be
the only creatures to suffer its
consequences.

The confrontation will have
a devastati environmental
impact on region if it
reaches its full, horrible poten-
tial.

Scientists are perhaps most
concerned about marine life-
including the world's largest
colonies of the rare sea cow
dugongs-which could be vir-
tually annihilated by massive
oil spills.

Experts at a recent London
symposium warned of the
spilling of millions of barrels of
crude oil into the Gulf, raging
fires in Kuwait's oilfields and
clouds of smoke that would
block out the sun and poten-
tially change the region's cli-
mate.

Specialists are divided on
what the long-term impact of a
conventional war would be on
wildlife. There is some truth in
the common western percep-
tton that the land around the
Gulf is a vast expanse of barren

_ desert.

indeed. zoologists say that
much of the wildlife in the re-
gion most likely to become a
war zone had virtually disap-
peared long n'ﬁ _

“Perha most striking
feature of wildlife here is that
there is so very little left,” said
on British zoologist working on
a field p: in Saudi Allill-
He préferred not to be identis
fied.

Small populations of lle
and antelope, for example. live
now only in remote areas far
from Kuwait. The once-famous
Arabian Ostrich vanished com-
pletely from the region
decades ago.

More recently, overgrazing
of domestic livestock like
sheep and goats had devas-
tated huge areas.

Ironiically, some point out
that a conflict could allow for
the return of a number of
botanical species nearly elimi-
nated because of overgrazing,
I3ut car and tank tracks across
the desert will remain there
for a long tme, killing what-
ever life was in their path.

The camel-perhaps the
best-known form of animal life
and after sand, the desert im-
age most popiular with the
Western media-- has been one
of the first non-human casual-
ues of the build-up in the Gulf.
Even before nan{:nu conflict.
many animals been killed
or maimed during war games
in Saudi Arabia.

Contrary to popular beliel.
camels are not generally wild
creatures in the desert, but
the domesticated property of
ledowin tribesmen. And their
monctary value in the desert is
anywhere from $3.000 to
$10.000 in real terms.

In the H'IH':. there :{l‘t still
healthy populations foxes,
gerbils, lizards, mice, snakes.
camel spiders.

edge by the end of the decade.

A M&h' realization by
parents t they can keecp
their children healthy is one of
the major incentives for
smaller . There are 1.7
billion children under the age
of 18 in the world;: hence
more than 32 per cent of the
planet’'s population belongs to
the next gencration. And work
is currently under way to por-
suade people to have fewer
children.

Action will help ensure a world
for tomorrow’s children.

The work will, no doubt,
copntinue unabaled.

Children arc sturdy and
f like the environment.
depend on humnnl}y for
sustenance and su . We
must ensure that the bond be-
tween the earth and its chil-
dren i pot in danger of being
polluted to the detriment of
the planet and ourselves.

“The state of our children,

have the cournge and vision (o
we may be remem-
bered as the generation which

pioneered a new forward,”
said Mr. Grant and Dr. Tolba in

their joint World Environment
Day stalements.

The message rings true for
the world. We must clean up

the planet to save the children. «

David Lazarus is Co-ordina-
tor, Programme
Communications, UNEP.

HAKA THURSDAY JANUARY I17. 199

i
o . '

A child in the comfort of her mother's lap. Will he live up to the age of 5 and beyond?
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Alarms have been sounded about the environmental
effects of a war in the Gulf. Many fears have been
aired about the impact of oilwell fires and spills on
land, but the worst danger could be to sealife. Such
creatures as the dugong, one of the world’s rarest
marine mammals, could be wiped out. Gemini News
Service has been investigating the hazards to the
environment posed by war and finds that on land the
most exotic species live in remote regions far from
Kuwait. By ALLAN THOMPSON

these animals to be severely
impacted by a war.

Jim Berreen, environmental
spokesman for Britain's Green
Party, predicted a boom in ral
and cockroach populations be-
cause of the killing off of
predatory animals and break-
down of sanitation nr-ynluma.
Berreen's tone was of almest
biblical plague proportions.

But others, like fllm pro-
ducer and author Michael
McKinnon, say their main con-
cern s for the welfare of ma-
Tine life. ‘

“There is no question T

they've mined the well heads
and there are massive fires and
the ofl starts to pur into the

Marine Wildlife Threatened
with Annihilation

Gulf. that will be a catastrophe-
no question.” McKinnon said.
"But it's hard to tell whai

the degree of the land damage

would be, the catastrophe is
much more likely to be a ma-
rine one.”

McKinnon recently spent
three years producing the
television series Arabia: .
Sea, Sky, just published in
book form by BBC Enter
prises.”

McKinnon's book chroni-
cles the immense variety of

—4% Aldlife 1n the Arabian Penin-

sula, but also points out that its
more exotic species-baboons.
gazelle, oryx. cheetah-are
severely depleted and now

found only in remotle regions,
far from Kuwait.

The marine ltfa of the Gull.
while not as rich and varicd as
that in the Red Sea, is till a
treasure and one very mueh al
risk in the current crisis.

‘Depending on the scalc of
the conflict, planktonic life
and hatcheries in the northern
Gulf could be severely im-
pacted,” McKinnon said.

Ofl slicks could cover the
wiuler, blocki out sunshine
and killing of plankton produc-

tion and the development of

cural reefs.

“It's pretty bloody obvious il
you cover an enclosed sea with
a lot of goo, it's not good for

Gulf war: environmental catastrophe?

e

anything.” the Green Parlys
Berreen added.

At most risk are the
dugongs, “"highly en-
dangered and very shy marinc
animal,” McKinnon wrote, “the
only living herbivorous mam-
mal which is strictly marine.

The dugong is regarded as
one ol the rarest marine
mammals in the world, but
thrives In the sca grass on the
shores of the Gulf. Ol splils
and accidents during the lrag-
Iran war. wrote McKinnon. led
many biologists w0 believe the
crealure had vanished from
the Gulf until a recemt acrial
survey turned up one of the
World's largest colonfes.

He added : "The Arablan
Gulf was treansformed from its
status as a doubtful refuge, to a
vital sanctuary for the global
population of [dugong) sea
cows.”

‘The arca is also home 1o an
array of crabs, some of the bust
<hrimp in the world, mud-
skippers. pearl oysters and
many varieties of fish.

Green turtles and
lcatherbacks congregate dur-
ing the spring and summet
near in the Gulf to lay
their eggs and would be in par-
ticular danger from oil spills.

Berreen said : “In pecent
years there has been an enor-
mous cllort e protect de-
pleted wildlife-a confliet like
this would put the kibosch on °
things.” '

in remarks to a Weorld Cli
mate Conference. dJordan™
King Hussein described such a
war as “an ccological and envi-
ronmental disaster on a world
scale... beyond our wildest
fcars.” While many put the
King's words down as su much

t1ical rhetoric. most agrecd
with the severity ol his warm-

Al the London symposium,
cngineering consultant Dr,
John Cox said the pall of
smoke that would be caused by
oflwell fires weuld exceed that
estimated tn nuclcar war sce-
narios. The clouds could lead
o the [aflure of the Asian mon-
soons on which millions of
peuple depend for their liveli-
hoods.

The smoke could also cre:
ate localised holes in the czone
layer. Cox predicted. “The

hole

would be uni
casualties from long-term
cffcets are lkely 1o exceed
those (o the combalanis,
GEMINI NEWS.

Allan is a Cana-
dian journaiist with the
Toronto. SIAr newspaper

internship thre
Canada's Dever
opment Rescarch Centre. He



