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YEAR OF THE GIRL CHILD 1990

few months ago, one
daily here car-
photo of

young girl being beaten uf.l:);:

lrlup of seclf-dec

of public morals. It
showed her [ace, twisted in

officially wvulnerable ,but
tely a kind of casy-to-hit
in the same category as

prolesting beating a person
and more so a woman fis defi-
nitcly something we should be
making our business. This girl
can'l have been far beyond the
teens and if she was not more
than twenly was actually a frl
child by the definition

-

beating and other kinds of
domestic violcnce is so com-
mor. that we raise our eye-
brows only when some one
comes and does it on our be-
hall. Did we really need a Year
and then subscquently a de-
ccade to tecll us that we
mistreat women and other
physically vulnerable ones ?
we do. Alter all un-
less a big noisc is created we
simply fall to remember that
the girl amongst us cats less
than her brother, studies even
less and gets paid the lcast for
a far r amount of work.
All this has been lumped
logether in convenient donor
packages, whether bilateral or
UN sponsorced. Perhaps it is
the late of all donor driven
countries thalt ¢ven a moral at-
titude has to h¢ donor in-
spired. We can't lake moral
stands unlcss we sign memo
randums of understanding, and

Sabah Chowdhury

Did we really need a
Year and then
subsequently a decade
to tell us that we
misireat women and
other physically
vulnerable ones ?
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A Whimpering End ?

turn acls ol conscience into
positions of conditional aid
pcrformances.

Charity In somec ways a
more rude word for the doneor
system Lo attain some meaning
should begin at home, at the
workplace. Development of Lhe
family can’t be isolaled from
the development of country
but who will bell the cal on the
around the ncck of the Bengall
family which till today wor-

A beaming, innocent smile of a Bangladeshi girl. Will
the smile still be there on her face tomorrow ?

rchitect of the Green Re-
volution, winner of the

' | Peace Prize in 1970, the

Albert Einstein Science Award
in 1986 and Doclor of science
degrees from 30 universitics,
Dr Monkombu Sambasivan
Swaminathan's purpose in life
has been simply to find ways of
feeding the hungry.

In an age in which around
hall the world's population is
undernourished, he could be
described as a prophet - a sci-
entific one - of our Ume.

Born in India in the south-
ern state of Tamil Nadu, unlike
many Indians of his generation
who remained in the West
afler completing their educa-
tion there, he returned home.

in 1954, two ycars alter
gaining his science doctorate
at Cambridge University, for
which he carried out rescarch
at universities in Holland and
the US, he was working at In-
dia's Central Rice Research
institute at Cuttack in Orissa.

it was there that he began
to ph{ a h‘-}y‘:i: in the tech-
nical breakthroughs that have
won him the title of Architect
of the Green Revelution. "It
was, he explains,” a reaction to

the scvere lood crisis in India

in the late 1950s and during
the 1960s.

—Star Photo.

ships the woman who gives it
all o make way for the man ?

1990 was ccicbrated by the
SAARC countrics as the Year of
the Girl Child. The observance
carried with it the frank ad-
mission that things werc nol
just wrong but very wrong with
the status of women in South
Asia. And the position was spe-
cially vuinerable when it came
Lo situation ol the lttle
girl,

Who is this little girl anyway
? In Bangladesh, she is the one
who gets a rough deal soon
afller her brith and things get
worse as Lhe yecars go by. Iso-
lated acheivements by individ-
uals In many ol the SAARC
countrics arc ollset by the
dismal scenario which socicty
consigns Lo the lemalc within
it. And all this is done silently
when within the family and
wilh loud chants ol approval
when this discrimination is
socictal.

1990 came, saw and lefl
without much of a ucsl.
The SAARC countries have de-
clared the 908 as the decade of
the girl child but Lthat almost
scems and excuse o extend
the date so that more aclivities
can be added to the incom-
plele agenda of linding libera-
tion for the South Asian girl.

Commitmenlt canl be
matched by performace either
one of the most flaunted public
statcment of 1990 was the
governmental announce- ment
ol [ree education for the' girl
upto class 8. The progrmme
has beén suspended for fund
conslraints . Well, we arc
hurt but not surprised becausc
as always thc budgetary axc
first falls on the girl's unpro-
tected head.

Perhaps we should cele-
brale the SAARC Year of mak-
ing promiscs. The UN Decade
of Pious Wishes and so on. Al
least they have a strong chance
of coming truc. And forgive our
bilterness, the one luxury we
South Asian weomen have
claimed for ourselves.,

Sabah Chowdhury is a
Staf] Writer of The Star

EW DELHI : Among

every 20 children born

in India, at lcast three

do nol get a chance to live up

to flive years age. What is

happening to those who
survive?

In the peor Indian
houscholds, children who are
tough cnough to fight malnu-
trition - which accoring to the
UNICEF 18 the b L killer of
children In coun-
irics - enter the labour market
instead of schools which their
parcnts cannot afford for them.
In the Indian upper and mid-
dic class [amilics however, the
children appecar to be emerg-
ing as a powerful lobby 0 pres-
surize their parents -thanks o
the omnipoience of the 'idiot
box' o which they are exposed
| While the UNICEF and other
organizations concerncd with
children have quite rightly
concentraled on the plight of
the poor children in the dec-
veloping countries, a [ew
groups and seciologist in India
are irying lo draw our alien-
ton W the the wurban
middie class arc be-
ing brought up under the in-
Nuence of the all pervading
media and advertisement
campidgns.

It is to study this
aspeet since it Is these chil-
dren from the educhted and
privilcged middle class homes
who will grow up to be futurc
politicians and burcaucrats,
busincssmen and professionals
who will continue for T;:r:
some time at least, to -
sively inflluence the policies

and programmes of the Indian
state.

Indian child psychiatrisis
and media persons have come
out with interesting lindings
about children's responscs o
TV programmes and adver-
tisements in middle class
homes. They indicate thal
children are becoming deei-
sion makcrs regarding pur-
chascs not just sweets and
chocolates, but also for pur-
chascs of clothing, the tymf
two wheelers and also :
Advertisements on TV prompt
a lot of kids to decide what
they want to do with Lheir

-

A Green Scientific
Sage In an Age

of Hunger

Simply finding ways of feeding the hungry is the life
purpose of Dr. Monkombu Sambasivan Swaminathan.
Known as architect of the Green Revolution and winner
of the Nobel Peace Prize, he now spends much of his
time managing a sea-to-land project in his home state

of Tamil Nadu.
By SHEILA LEWENHAK

“Western countrics -
ularly the Uniled States - en-
that India would always

be dependent on food imports.
We not only had high popula-
tion growth, but our people
were increasing food produc-
tion by encroaching on forest
land.
"We responded to thesc
problems by developing new
genetic strains of rice and
wheat, the high yield vari-
eties.” Within a few years the
success of these HYVs, as they

partic- “came 1o be knnum:-tn dryland

multiple cropping pro-
grammes revolutionised much
of the developing world's agri-
culture.

It was this work that won
Swaminathan Lhe Nobel Peacc
Prizc in 1970. Bul within a few
ycars ol the award, the Green
Revolution was undcr fire from
social and agricultural scicn-
tists. They poinied out that not
only did extra cropping de-
grade the soil, but the poor
who sulffered most [rom food

shortages, benelitled Ilcast
from HYVs,
Women in lar had to

do far more work to produce
the multiple harvests from
these new strains of grain. In
response to these criticisms

the then Indian Govern-
ment's policics, Swaminathan
and his collcagues modified
their policies to reach the ru-

ral poor.

He is now applying all of the
cxpericnee he gained over
the last 30 years into his latest
projcct near Madras, capital of
his home state. It involves
25,000 families in an inte-
grated sea-to-land schemc on
land donated by the state gov-
ernment. The central govern-
ment supports the scientific
research side.

Here modern agricultural
techniques, Gandhian strcss
on rural self-suffliciecncy and
the newfound worldwide con-
cern for conserving the envi-
ronment are synthesised.

Above all, it is founded on
Swaminathan's belief that agri-
culture rather than industry
should be the cornerstone of
devclopment policy: that the
ultimate priority must be to
ensure that everyone fis fed

properly.

small experiment with U-

shaped ecarth walls to
trap rain water has caught on
like wildfire and ecnabled the
pcasants of Burkina Faso in
North Africa to transform thc
Sahel region from an arid
wastcland into the rich agri-
cultural land it once was.

The experiment began in
the northern province of
Yatenga in 1977, inspired by
Oxfam, but carried out by the
peasants themselves under
traditional groupings. They
built carth walls to trap rain
run-off for tree scedlings
planted within them.

Called a diguette, the linc of
stones laid a contour line
improved water penetration
and doubled crop yields, ac-
cording to a new Oxfam report
by Robin Sharp.

Three after the first
digucties were built in the vil-
lage of Baszaido, there was tall
grass everywhere and a ripen-
ing crop in sharp contrast to
barren stretches that cxisted
before.

The report, entitled Burk-
ina-New Life for the Sahel?,
describes the courageous and
resourceful way ts arc
applying technology
to fight desertification thal

‘ threatened to eat up the whole

=

Donkey-powered Ploughs:A Rural Revolution

armers who depend on

rainfall instead of irri-

gation in thc secmi- arid
chwvironment of Western Sudan
are not presented with a lot of
possibilitics for innovation. Nor
arc they in a position to take
resks.

No wonder then that in-
troducing a technological in-
novation farming here is more
than just a matter of handing
farmers the technology.

As efforts to convince farm-
crs in Darlur, the westernmost
provinee of Northern Sudan, o
use donkeys to pull a new kind
of plough have shown, the ac-
ceptability of new technology
depends simply on whether
the farmers think it will be of
‘any use to them.

Most important is avoiding

the imposition of high tech-

nology from above. To be suc-
cessful, innobvation s have to
be developed at the local level
and desiigned to suit the
needs of Lhe community.

The kebkabiya Smallholders
Project, sponsored by Oxfam,
is located in Darfur, a remote
region of Western Sudan

soome 155 kilometres westl of

El Fasher.

The project was sct up with
the 1 of helping themost
di antaged cultivators in
the area, namely those proac-
ticing rain-fcd subsistence

agriculture. Traditionally most

cultivation in the area was
done by havd, instead of
through the use of animal
traction.

Because rainfall has de-

clined in recent years, farmers

dependent on rainfed agricul-
ture and livestock have seen
their livelihooods threatencd.

That made it cven more urgent
to improve Lhe local farming

Appropriate technology and community involvement

are thecatch phrases so often wielded by development

experts, but a grassroots project in Darfur, Western
Sudan has combined the two. Two innovative donkey-
pulled plough designs have caught on among local
farmers as cheap alternatives to the camel-pulled
model used by richer farmers.

mcthods.

Both rainfed and irrigation
methods are used for cultiva-
tion in the arca. Rainfed agri-
culture is use for growing sub-
sistence crops such as millet
and sorghum recenlly, [lor
groundnuts which have becen
introduced as a cash crop.

Camels have been used for
animal traction by richer farm-

crs for some time but many
smallholders were cagerto (ind
an afllordable alternative to the
camcl plough., which would
both reduce human labour and
increase productivity.

Scveral soclo-economic
studies in the arca ssuggested
that donkcys werce apossible al-
lernative to camels. since
aboul 70 per cent of housce-

Two ploughs: ‘smallis beautiful’

holds were found Lo own at
least onc donkcey, which is
generally used as a pack ani-
mal, for transport and fetching
water.

In early 1988, the Dritish-
based Intermediate Technol-
ogy Development Grour (ITDG)
was approached by the Energy
Rescarch Council of Sudan to
provide technical assistance
with development of animal
traction technologies in West-
ern Sudan. Links were made
with several rural develope-
ment projects in the region
and this cventually develop-
menl into a longer-term inpul
on the Oxlam project.

Three blacksmiths have
now been trained to manulfac-
turc ploughs which would
otherwise have to be imported

Ard

pole

al substantial cost [rom Nyala

town, some 360 kilometres to

the south.

At first, work focussed on
designing a scaled-down ver-
sion of the traditional camcl
plough, an all-steel mould-
board plough. But while the
mould-board plovgh was Laken
up enthusiastically by the
[armers, its heavy, all-steel de-
sign was actually better suited
for use in damper, hcavier
soils than those foundin the
Kebkabiya arca. It is also hcavy
and awkward to hankle and be-
ing made entirely from stecl,
is relatively expensive.

The search for alternative
plough designs better suited to
the arca Lhis ycar turned pu a
new model,  hased on an ard
design that can be traced back
to the earliest days of agricul-
ture in the Nile Valley.

The ard design works on
the same principle as a chisel
plough, which is widely used
in Europe. It is chearper than
the mould-board because stecl
is only used for the tine. which
digs into the ground. The main
frame is made of wood.

Thsi alos makes the plough
lighter and easier to handle.

Tather than [lipping over
the soil, as the mould-board
plough does, it merely cracks
it, reducing soil moisture loss
but still facilitatiin water infil-
tration. While not a replace-
ment for the mould-board
plough, the and design gives
farmers more choice.

Getting the woud oul to
farmers is a key component ol
this project.

Workers trained in using
the plough and feeding anu
training of donkeys arc sc-
lected by the loeal communily
rather than being brought in
from outside.

in the past two ycars, 200
mould-board ploughs were
produced by local blacksmiths.
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Indian TV Commercials Play

on Children's Innocence

ket money which ranges
Rs 44 (app. 82-1/2) per
month in a city like Delhi 10 Rs
20 (about 82) in smaller Lowns.
The success of new brands
of cold drinks, Magg! Noodles
and Cadbury Chocolates has
shown that the child can be
reached cllectively through ad
vertisements on TV. Television
emerges supreme among all
the media with 42% of vicewers
at primec time being children
undcr 14, According to Lhe
children's Media Survey, un-
dertaken in 1989 by a media
organization in 16 representa-
tive citics all over India, chil
dren waich TV almost cvery
day.
What is the cffect of these
advertisements on the chil
dren? Dr Uma Krishnamurthy,

a child psychiatrist at a semi-

by Sumanta Banerjee
Special 0 The Star

underprivileged (who form the
mjorﬁy in a poor country like
india)] and the neced for
changing thelr socio cconomik
status. The slogans used for
advertisements of consumer
goods arc cleverly worded ke
' "Everybody has ene”, "Other
mothers give their children”,
"why can't | have one 7 They
inspire the children 10 pres
surize their parcnts who In
turn, bullcted by guilt, are
rcady to pamper (heir ehil-
dren, oblivious of their future
rcsonsibilities. If the trend
continues, today's children
[rom upper and middle class
Indian homes will grow up o
be peoplc lollowing selfish

had banned 1 isements
almed al ¢ ren Wecom-
mondations that crerged from
the MADMYAM seminar re-
ferred lo the context where
“children are sus-
ceptible to this influence (of
commercial adveriisements)
because Lthey do not possess
(he rational and analytical facil-
itics with which they can cval-
uate the claims and promisecs
of ads.” Siressing the need ©
recxamine the existing self-
regulatory codes relating to
advertising 'n the context of
commercials Largetted at chil-
dren, the scminar recom-
mcnded that adwveriiscrs of
children's producis should be
persuaded to invest at least 10
pereent of their marketing
budgets in doveloping good
children's programming

The adverse impact of the all—pervading TV

commercials on the

Indian children is leading them to selfish pursuits.

S —————
nar in in India
recently pointed oul: R

child watches advertisemoenis
on TV, presented so allrac-
tively, he naturally wants 1o
possess the article being ad-
vertised. Therefore it stimu
lates matcrialistic desires in
the child and this creates de
manding attitudes of children
towards their parcents. Parcnits
belonging to middle and lowcer
soclo-cconomic strata may [ind
it difficult to meet such dc
mands. This may lead to re-
scniment, dissatis(faction and
jealousy in the child, especially
when he compares himscli
with children who have becen
fortunate enough to aequirc
the or toys or dresses or
catables advertised.”

it is obvious that the TV
commercials are encouraging
among the growing children's
aspirations lor a consumcrist
life style to the cxclusion of
concerns for more important
values like sympathies for the

pursuits with the motto : "devil
Lake the hindmost'. The imphi -
calions of such an attivade lor
the future development of so-
ciety are quite obvious

Sensilive parents, media
pcrsons, sociologists as well as
conscientous advertising pre-
lcssionals have begun to voice
concern over this sophisti-
cated form of exploitation of
children by TV commercials

Are they spawning a new gen-
cration of what an Indian
newspaper described as © Ad
Vantage Kids'? A Bangalorc-
bascd volumnlary organizalion
involved in child wel
farc, MADIIYAM, brought to-
gether recently psychiatrists |
social scicnlists, mcdia per-
sons and advertising proles-
sionals al a scmincr to intleract
among themsclves about the
problem. They pointed oul
among other things thal
scverel Europecan counlrics

In Mossi peasants organised
‘themselves into “naam’
groups, traditional village bod-
ies of young pcople which un-
detook communal activities.
This spread to other arcas as
farmers improved on the
diguette systcm by digging
compost, tree planting and
putling goats into enclosures.

The rnment and inter-
national aid agencies took up
the example, and more than
5,000 hectares arc now culli-
vated this way in the Yalenga
province alone. Everywhere,
the resull has been higher food
production.

Although Burkina Faso is

Peasants
Against

semi-arid and highly vulnera-
ble to drought, it
record cereal crop of 1.75 mil-
Hon tonnes in 1987. Outlput
was cven higher in 1988,

Says Sharp : "From 1983-
1987 food production grew by
more than seven per cent in
striking coolrast with the

negative trends in sub-Saharan
Africa as a whole.”

Tn'cncuuragc the peasants
Caplain Thomas Sankara,

Burkina Faso's charismatic and
visionary President assassi-
nated in 1987, came up with
the People’'s Development Pro-
gramme (PDP) in 1983,
Through it peasants built hun-
direds of schools, homes and

Score Hat-trick
Desertification

produced a

Much depends on Lhe mid-
die class parcnis. Many among
them have tolled their way up
frem humbic beginnings o
Lthetr present position of well-
being. In Lheir attitude towards
Ltheir children Lhey secem (o
suller from a certain guilt
fecling : ‘| ncver bhad it »0
good; at least lct my children
enjoy lifle®. The good lile’ for
thetr children means their
abdication ol parental obliga-
lions as well as social respon-
sibilitics, and allowing the
children o be s by Lhe
#ood Lhings ol Ztl con-
sumerist socicly. Exploited by
the commercial ads, the chil-
dren in their turn exploit their
parcnis.

Sumanta [Banerjee, a noted
Indian writer has served on
the staf] of The Stalesman,
Calcutta, and the Manila-based
Depthnews. e is the author of
a number of books on (ssues
like child labour in Asia and
the Naxalite movement.

dispensaries in less Lthan two
yCArs.

Sharp says : “Nearly 1,000
new wells and borcholes as
well as 260 dams meant that
waler supplics available rose
from under nine million tons
in 1983 to 300 million tons in
1986."

The remarkable thing about
Burkina Faso's succcss, says
the report, is that it has come
not from the devclopment gu-
rus’ large scale solutions but
from grassrools initiative
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Grow more, eat more. The
nutriticon and horticulture. It
making sure they are provided w
a village woman tending her vege

the surplus.

Grameen Bank offers services in such areas as health,
encourages its members to start kitchen gardens,
ith a variety of seeds for that purpose. Phntn shows
tables garden, ostensibly to eat plenty of it and sell



