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The Gulf Crisis

DUHAKA. MONDAY, JANUARY 14, 1991

The countdown to Gult war has started. But the catastrophe can still be averted if Iraqg meets the UN deadline - which is tomosrow-for pulling out of Kuwait. Another hope lies in
the outcome of the mission of the UN Secretary-General to Baghdad. Here, on this page, The Daily Star looks at the Gulf crisis and at probable consequences of a war.

'The lethality of the
battlefield in a single
day here will over-
shadow the whole
Vietnam war.'

orward-based U.S.

marines would probably
be the first troops to engage an
invading Iraqi Army Ray
Wilkinson, a former Marine in
Vietnam, spent two days on
the from lincs and filed this

rt:

The Marine infantry unit is
dug snugly into an abandoncd
rock quarry. Camoullaged
Amiracs-awcsomely nois
troop carriers-storm a hilloc
in a mock attack. Mortar and
tank units hold nighttime ex-
ercises to familiarize them-
scives with the lerrain. Combat
units outfitted in cumber somc
chemical-warfare suits struggic
up and down sand duncs in
120-degree daylight lempcra-
turcs. Inside Lhe suits the
temperature is 10 to 20 de-
grees hotter. "You see thal
highway over there,” says ma-
rine Col. Carl Fullord. "That's

the main highway rom Kuwail. .

If the iraqgis attack it will be
down that road and we will
stop them hcre.” Coloncl
Fulford predicts it would bc
bloody.” The lethality of the
battleficld in single day herc
will overshadow the wholc
Vietnam War.”

The Marines, renowned in
Victnam for their almost per-
verse pleasurc in making do
with the most obsolcte military

i t, are equipped in
this campaign with the latcst
high-tech weaponry. TPQ radar
locks onto incoming shells and
missiles and instantly plots
their origin and target. Marine
LAVs ( light armored vchicles)
play hide-and -scck in the
sand dunes, from bchind

which they can raisc a
"spolting phlfm“m.' locale at-
tacking tanks and fire a baltery
of kethal anmtitank TOW mis-
siles. New “smart’ shells called

s are guided to en-
emy tanks by laser beams.
None of this comes cheaply.

Each Copperhead costs
$34,000.

The Marines arc su-
peremecly conflident. “lraqf

tanks will die when they come
up against us,” says Lank com-
mander Lt. Col. Buster Diggs.
Colonel Fulford says his greal-
est weapon is the individual
Marine: "As long as you pour
water down their throats, they
are formidable [lighting
weapons.” The marines them-
sclves arc more laconic."Man,
that Saddam Husscin, hc's
messing up my life,” onc lance
corporal groans. "We want to
gel this over with. We wanl Lo
help Saddam Husscin make up
his mind. And if we don't go
after him now, we'll have Lo go
afler him later.”

The Marines and other
grunts are backed up by a
formidable logistics nctwork.
At an air base in castern Saudi
Arabia, giant C-56 and C-141
transport planes and comman-
deered civilian aircrafl land
around the clock. American F-
15 and Saudi Tornado fighter
jets scream over head. While
lincs of Balck llawk Lroop-car-
rier hclicoplers and Apache
attack choppers dance in the
distance, columns ol camou-
flaged Marine M-60 Lanks, ar-
mored personnel carriers and
double-deck-crbusesclogthe
airstrip.

Servicemen who just two
weeks ago arrived tired and
jittery now sound primed for
action. Air crews [lying recon-
naissance missions sound
jaunty, almost cocky. "Il the
Iraqis start shooling,” says onc
crew chicl of an F-15 fighter
squadron, “then the sky is go-

ing to be full of Iragl bodies.”

Commanders work hard to

keep the devioyment busi-
nesslike. "There's norah, rah,
rah here,” says Col. Ron

Rokosz, commander of the

326th Airborne Infantry
Regiment. "We have a job
And we will do it.”

the Saudis

have receded.

Chaplains whe were instructed
not to wear crosses in an Army
pamphlet of "do's and don’ts’
pin them back on and hold

discreet religious services.
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The immediate lali-out ol
he Gulf crisis has been quile
the [ragile
ecconomy. Oil
ne  up.
: are . Ex-
s to Kuwail and Iraq arc
Most of the reiurnecs
the troubled Gull arc

| te the country with its
hronic uncmployment prob-

the short-term cl-

re for

and . Devel-
ecirghot-wagl g Aot

and morc so at a time
the Eastern Europe also
clforts o move com-
o a market cconomy

thus attract forcign capi-
And if war breaks out in
Gulf, jitters and jolts will
feit more heavily. Uncer-
persist about
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Bangladeshi worklorce.
Over 70,000 Bangladcshis
back home from

{Kuwait and Iraq. This has

mcant income loss for morc
people becausc the dcpen-
dents of the returness arc now
deprived of their mcans for

, an additional

PEACE OR WAR IN THE GULF?

By Moazzem Hossain

With a rise in the oil import bill, remittances falling and exports to Kuwait and Iraq lost, the
fragile economy of Bangladesh is in for a harder time should the war break out in the Gulf.

sustenance. Rchabilitation or
creation of employment oppor-
tunitics for such a large num-
ber of skilled and semi-skilled

returnees prescnts yel another
formidable challenge, and

more so when investments are

phmﬂnﬁ.
On wider (internalional

*level, the Gull crisis has led Lo

many unscitling cfiects on the
obal cconomy. But ils burden
fallcn more incquitably on
the devcloping countrics, par-
licularly the lcast developed
oncs among them. The weak
suller more than the strong
beeause they have little room
for any flexibility to adjust and
survive.

There is alrcady a scvere
conlraction in demand in the
cconomy. The counlerpart
funds. gencerated by remit-

tances from Kuwait and lraq,
are there ne more. Such de-
mands, over 100 millon US
dollars, helped generate de-
mand by the bencficiarics at
home. With remillance sources
in Kuwait and Iraq closed now,
rcevipts in lower quantum are
thus having contractionary ef-
feets on domestig demand.
Depressed demand slowed
down industrial production,
particularly thosc calcring lo
domustic market. With indus-
trics opcrating at low levels of
production, trude and busincss
on a wider level face more
uncertaintics.

Bangladesh has put its
losscs because of the Gulfl cri-
sis at 1.5 billion US dollar. It
submitied in ecarly Oclober a
memorandum (o the United
Nalions Sc General on
cconomic and financial impact

War will Give Bangladesh
Economy a Heavier Jolt

upon Lhc counlry, resulting

from restrictions on economic
rclitions with Iraq and Kuwait.
The Mcmorandum was submit-
ted with a request for urgent
consultations with the Sccurily
Council in accordance with the
Article BO ol the Charicr of the
United Nalions with a view Lo
overcoming the problems
faced by Dangladcsh. Under
the UN charlcr, countrics can
scek compensation from the
inlcrnational community for

losscs incurred in ecomplying
with sanctions.

The list of aid applicants
with the UN Commitlee in-
cludes India, Pakistan, Sey-
chelles, Sri Lanka, Vietnam,
Yemen, Mauritania, the Philip-

. o e R
ruguay, u-
ropcan applicants are Bulgaria,
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Preparing for chemical warfare, US soldiers get accustomed to

their gas masks.

ive ycars is a long Ume
not to sce one's father,
espeeialy if one is only
11 vears old. lzdahar can't
really be expected to
remember her father. lHe's
Yusuf, the third son of
Grandfather Abu Mohammed.
He was a soldicr in the Iraqi

ﬁh little Iragi girl knew
what a soldier was, mainly be-
cause she saw two other uncles
come home each weckend.
They were wearing their sol-
dier's uniforms when they ar-
rived, and on saturday morn-
ing. then they went back to
work they had put them on

I met Izdahar's family lasl
ycar. For over 18 months,

there had been no fighting: the
with Iran had [inally ended
-J thought life in Iraq had

rcturned to normal, cven in a
like El-Najoom.

villages like this, families

like lzdahar's - hundreds of

thousands of them - had sent

their men into battle, men like

lL:dalm:": father, and his three

rothers Ahmed, the shy
Ibrahim, and Ynunilb the

rymmt.
Being a woman visitor in this

Iraqi- village, 1 spent most of
the time with Izdahar's
undmother and Fatima, her
other and other wives of

[rag on the Vergé of
War : A Family View

Amid the massive media coverage of the Gull crisis,
there have becn few reports from the Iraqi villages,
the homes of thousands of Saddam Hussein's
soldiers. Just as families in the West are sullering
the loss of their menfolk to the Gulf [ront, so are
familles in Iraq, particularly so because ol the
dominant role of men within traditional society.
The pain is greater for Iragis in some ways f{or they
have already endured ten years of war with Iran.
Now, reports Gemini News Service, the young men
are back at the front. By BARBARA NIMRI ZAIS

Lhose soldicrs sons.
Embraced inside the sphere
of women, | did not notice, at

irst, [ .
Llfgundhulrc pclgce.m ;‘dul‘rafﬁ

grandfather, Abu Mohammed,
wandered in an out through
the day. 1 thought his long ab-
sences were customary for old
men in the vilage.

In the market the spacious
tca shop was crowded with old
men like him. "

that's where Abu
Mohammed prefers-to b,” |
thought. | also assumed Uhm
Mohammed wore a black dress
because this was the custom
for an Iraqi grandmother:

1 don't know how often
lzdahar asked about her {ather
and il she knew what a P.P.W
was. The first ime the abscnt
father came to my attention

was during a conversation
about schol.

I had taken a liking for this
pig-tailed child who never
wanted to be far from the
adults in the hous. She was so
keen to read her Arabic lesson
to anyone who cared to listen;
and she helped her older
brother with his reading as if
this was perfectly reasonable
thing for a little sister to do.

And how proudly she an-
nounced - "I'm ten and I'm in
class five." And how she gig-
gled when we went thmuan
the family album and came
across the photo of little
brother Omar's circumecision
ceremony. :

Izdahar's local school, just at
the end of the fields, had only

Poland, Romania and Yu-

In its Memorandum,
Bangladesh noted that it would
be forced o curtadl fts imports
drastically and cut its deve!-

opment p heavily.
An :n.rlzr official assess-
menl about the immediatle im-
pact of the Gull crisis on
Ba h pul the loss in ar-
cvas of trade, lhlp]lll'l‘. ofl im-
port, remitlances clc at 600
million US dollars in 1990-91.
Of this amount, 200 million
dollar loss was estimated to
meet the enhanced bill for ofl
import. The remitlance loss
was projccted at 160 million
dollars. The cost for cvacuating
the stranded Dangladcshis
from Kuwait and lraq was 36
million dollars. Another 120
million dollars were cslimated

finish here, il their parents |

agree, they move 1o the "big
school. That is in town, five

milcs away.
"She can't go,” said grandfa-
ther Abu . He was

firm. | could sce from the
child's mother's face that they
had been through this before.
izdahar held her mouth firm,
not so diffcrently {rom her
grandfather. " She can't go",
rcpeated the old man, "not
untl her father comes home. |
can't take the responsibility of
her leaving the house.”

It was only then | realized
how loncly old man was.
Four of his sons were in the
military. Yusul and his youngcr
brother were both in lran, in a
prisoncr-ol-war camp. Iraq and
Iran had not yct to ex-
change the soldicrs each had
captured from Lhe other side.

Abu Mohammed clearly
misscd those boys. He re-
scnted their absence; this was

lain from the way he declarcd
is decision on lzdahar's

schooling. lle was weary of be-
ing the patriarch here. a man
his age should not be respon:
sible for his son's children,
should not be in a house [illed
with women.

Occasionally the old man's
brother came Lo visit him from

d, but that was not

oflen. When his two other sons
canme home on weekend leave,
he did not see much of them.
They mect with their young
cousins, other men in the vil-
lage. Abu Mohammed Illkes
them to assemble at his house;
it didn't matter if 20 of them
talked until three in Lhe
morning.

lle stayed up with them,
sprawled across Lhe carpet
ncar the circle ol younger
men. So did the children slay
up, crawling onto an unclc's
lap and falling aslecp there on
the fNoor, while the men
talked on and laughed loudly.
Izhadar and the other children
cach have their favorite uncle.

Sccing this child stretched
sleeping over Ahmed's legs, |

felt: "She must think this is

her own father. She melts into
his body so trustingly.” And he
too lays his hands on her back
as il she is his own.

After all, this was an Arab
family. The single dwelling still
houses all the sons. Only the
married daughtcrs have moved
away. It scems it doesn’t mat-
ter whose children are with
whom. They move freely
among the houses. Izhadar can
slop at her aunt's across the
puLE any time t cat there.

as expori dnd Lrade loss.

SENIOR commander in
A the Gulf said that US
troops would not be

ready to mount an offcnsive by
January 15, when the United

Nations says | must bc oul
of Kuwait or [acc possiblc
military action.

Lt. Gen. Calvin A.lHl. Waller,
the Deputy Commander of all
UB Forces in the Gull, voiced
that asscssment alter a mect-
ing with Dcfence Screlary Dick
Cheney, Chairman of Lhe Joint
Chiefs of Stalfl Gen. Col in
Powell and Gen. Il. Norman
Sc , Field comman-
der of the American dcploy-
ment.

Waller told reporters the full

deployment would

American

reach about 430,00 troops by
mid-January bul that lale arriv-
ing armourcd units would not
be combat-ready for some
time, pcrhaps not unlil a

munth past the January 15
deadline.

Askcd how he woud respond
if Bush wanted to order a
sirike on Iraqi forces belore
the fMull complement of
Amecrican und forccs was
rcady, Waller said, "I'd tcll
him, no, I'm not rcady to do
the job.”

In Washington, White |lousc
Press Seerctary Marlin

What the U.S. might do
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of the crisis in 1990-91 at
Taka 7.65 billion, assuming

oil price of 27 US dollar a bar-
rel. Two-thirds of the bud-
gctary impact represents a de-
crease in revenue primari
because of lower itmport duly
collections and the rest ome-
third reflects the costs

I'Il:.]-lﬂllhﬂll'ld resctilement
o B::ﬁl.ldclh workers [rom
Iraq Kuwait, a higher im-
port bill and, pation in
l}nmlumthnllhru-ln!hﬂ

Gull

The IMF report which
placed belore the mid-term
Review meeting of Bangladesh
Aid Group, held in Dhaka in

carly November.

Maazzem Hossain is the Ec-
onomic Editor of the Daily
Star.

'US troops will not be
ready by January 15’
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Fitzwater was asked about
Waller's remarks, "What hd
rcally sald is they might not be|
as rcady as they would like to
be ... For all the conlingen-
cies,” he said.

"lut we are assurced they willl
be ready to do whatever they
ar¢ called upon to do,”
Filzwalcr added.

Chency and Powcell told re-
portcrs Lravelling with them
that the United States will be
recady lo go to war by Lhe

Jan 15 dcadline r¢

less of whether all rce-
mcnits have arrived and
rcached combat-readiness.

Che acknowlcdged some
ground forces on the way lo
Saudi Arabia from Kansas and
Ccermany probably would not
be combat-ready by mid-
January. "We have an offcnsive
capability should that be re-
quired,” Chency said.

"Most of the forces will be
there by then January 15), but
obviously there is additional
work (o be done belore you
would identify them as com-
Lat-ready.” Waller said he did
not anlicipale Dush ordering
an attack immecdiately if
Saddam |lusscin ignorcs Lhe
United Nations dcadlinc to]
withdraw his army f[rom
Kuwnait.

AP

What Saddam
might do
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to do.
Initial fears of friction with

OBERT Bufllham had to
send his children to
live with fricnds. Felix

Shield.
In a reversal of roles from
the nation's previous mililary

"Their greatcst fear has been
that mommy won't comc
home, that mommy's already
dead,” sadi Robert BufTham,
Spec. Lona Bulfham

Whil

1/2, 1 and a 1/2 and a scven-
week-old newborn.

"She had hcr maltcrnity
leave, but two days afller her
maternity lcave, they said : Hey
let's go. Time to pack up and
lcave,” Bullham said on
Monday.

Although Buffham, a Vietnam
vetcran, was accustomed to
caring for the children and
home while his wife prusued
her army carcer, this latest
scparation has been difficult,
especially for his oldest son.

"When all this happened all
the kids -- Aaron moslly --
started asking, Where's
momma? and Aaron kncw that
momm went away. [ sald,
Momma's going to Saudi
Arabja.”

t First Class Brenda Langlois says ye
ter Celine before shipping '

for the Gu

Husband Runs Household

ile War

“Then he said: | know whal's
going on there. Mommy won't
come back alive.” |

On the advice of a doclor,
Buffham sent his chikiren 1o
live with [reends who had
raised seven children.

Saddam Hussein

Chronology of

“UN Resolutions

Since
invaded and occu
Kuwait on Aug 2, the UN
Securit Council has
adopt 12 resolutions

condemning lraq. reporis
AP.

Aug 3 : The Sccurity Council
voled 14-0 to condemn the
invasion and demand the
immediate and
unconditional withdrawal of
Iraq's Lroops. Yemen, Lhe
only Arab member of the
Council, did not wvole on
Resolution 660.

Aug 6 : The Council voted 13-0
to order a trade and fi-
nancial embargo of lrag and
occupied Kuwaft. Cuba and
Yemen abstained on
Resolution 661.

Aug 9 : The Council voted 15-
0 to declare Irag's anncxa-
Lidn ol Kuwait null and void
in international law, In
[esolution 662

Aug 18 : The Council voted 15-
0 to demand that lraq free

all dctained forcigners, In
&csolution 664.

Aug 25 : The Council voted 13-
0 to give the United States
and other naval powcers Lhe
right to c¢nforee Lhe
cconomic ¢mbargo agninst
Iraq and Kuwail by halting
shipping 10 thos¢ countrics,
Cuba and Yemen abstained
on Resolution 665.

Scpt 13 : The Council voted
13-2 1o allow humanitarian
food aid into Iraq of Kuwait
only “to rclicve human
sulfering,” and said only the
Council could decide when
those circumstances cxisl
Cuba and Yemen voled
agninst Resolution GB6.

Scpt 16 : The Council voled
15-0 to condemin Iraq's ag-
gressive acts against diplo-
matic missions in Kuwail,
including the abduction of
forcigners who were in Lhe
buildings, in adopling
[iesolution GB7.

Scpt 24 : The Council voled
15-0 o stress Lhat only itls
Sanclions Commitlce has
the powcer to permil food,
medicine or other
humanitarian aid o be sent
into Iraq or octcupicd
Kuwait, in adopling
[Wwsolulion 6G9.

Scpt 25 : The Council voted
14-1 to explicitly expand its
ecomomic c¢mbarge lo
include all air cargo trallic
in or out of Iraq and Kuwalt,
except for cargoes of
humanitarian aid
specifically authorized by iis
Sanclions Commilleec. L
also called on UN member
nations to delain any Iragl
ships that may be uscd 1o
break the naval embarge.
Cuba veted againsl
Resolution 670,

Oct 29 : The Council voled 13-
0 to hold Irnq lable for war
damages and economic
losscs, Lo ask nallons Lo
collect evidence of grave
human rights abuses by the
occupying forces, Lo
demand that the Westcern
cmbassics in Kuwait City be
reslocked with food and
walcr, and o demand Lhat
all be releascd.
Cuba and Yemen abslained
on Resolution 674.

Nov 28 : The C voled 15-
0 to condcmn lrag's al-
tempt to aller the demo-

ic characler of Kuwail,
and asked Scerclary-
General Javier Perez de
Cucllar o take posscssion of
Kuwaitl's cecnsus and
citizenship records

Ilj}m dale, nalions allied
with Kuwait are authorized

permit a



