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An Independent Voice

It 1s with both a sense of challenge and a
feeling of humility that The Daily Star takes
i its place on the media scene in ., with
an ove commitment that cuts across all
other considerations: to serve the nation as a
truly independent newspaper. By a propitious
coincidence, the paper makes its debut at a his-
toric time when, with the {all of an authoritarian
regime, the country is well-set to begin a new
jnu.rl?' towards establishing a democratic sys-
tem of government, which has eluded this trou-
bled nation so long but which we cannot do
without.

For The Dally Star, it is a privilege to beé part
of this changing scene. But with this privilege
comes an enormous responsibility which we
share with the rest of the press in Bangladesh. In
immediate terms, our responsibility is to serve as
a watchdog in ensuring that the process leading
to the holding of a free and fair parliamentary

election next month and to the setting up of a

truly representative sovereign assembly is not
derailed either by thoughtless utterances or ac-
tions of political parties or by forces which, for
reasons of their own, remain hostile to the con-
cept of a democratic way of life.

This immediate responsibility will be later in-
tegrated Into our larger and a more long-term

role of strengthening public opinion on how the

democratic system that, hopefully, will be in

place by early March can be sustained and

strengthened. Here, we should be able to impress

upon our politicians that no matter how they

guide the destiny of the nation, in the political
sense, the ultimate test of the system will be in
the way the elected government revitalises our
economy so that it is able to meet the basic
needs of our people. In short, unless the
impoverished millions in rural Bangladesh get a
fair deal, In terms of shelter, food, education and

medical care, the democratic system for which so

many have struggled so long and so many have
died will gradually lose its credibility. We must
never let that happen. '

In this scenario, the uniqueness and have

strength of The Dally Star lies in its non-partisan

position or, to put it more positively, in the free-
dom it enjoys from afliliation with or influence
from any political party, grouping or alllance. On
the other hand, we will be anything but neutral in
conflicts between good and evil, justice and in-
justice, right and wrong, regardless of positions
assumed by political parties -- whether in power
or in opposition. No politician will be able to take
this paper for granted, but none will be given
cause to doubt our faimess.

Finally, there are issues, such as the rule of

law, human rights, press freedom and account-
ability of people in the administration or in the

world of trade and industry, on which this paper

will never compromise, whatever the costs.

Prayer for Peace

With virtually

all efforts at resol the Gulf

crisis, diplomatically exhausted, millions of

people all over the world will be today praying for
peace. True, at this moment, a glimmer of hope is
raised by the mission of the UN Secretary-General
to Baghdad in what has been rightly described as
the last grasp at peace. But so far the news from
the Iraqi capital on the progress of the Secretary
General's talks remains contradictory and vague.

No one believes that Perez de Cuellar will be
able to work out a formula for a peaceful
resolution of the crisis, just in course of a single
mission. However, President Saddam Hussein may
still offer some kind of a way-out to justify the
postponement of the deadline for the threatened
military action. Thus, Irag may buy time, mainly to
save its face. If the Iraqi President does make
such a move, the United States which is
spearheading the international campaign against
President Hussein should not miss the chance of
opening a new dialogue for peace. Better still,
Washington should readily involve Paris in any
new move that emerges from the mission of Perez
de Cuellar to Baghdad.

The international community has already rightly
condemned Iraq for its invasion of Kuwait. The
move by President Saddam Hussein has Split the
Islamic world, caused untold suffering to millions
of people within the Gulf on and outside and
damaged the economies of several poor Third
World countries, including Bangladesh, which we
have discussed in details in articles published
elsewhere in this paper. But this is not the time
for recriminations. This is the time for averting a
war. This is the time for a prayer for peace.

You both have your cases to make and your
people to care for you have the power and the

strength to destroy God's presence and image. His
men, His women and His children.

Please listen to the will of God. God has created
us to be loved and not to be destroyed by our

— Mother Teresa
to George Bush and Saddam Hussein

The condemnation of aggression and the
restoration of right and legitimacy are musts that
should not be tampered with or compromised on.

— Naguib Mahfouz
;:m ME situation.

eave alone nations, even individuals

do not often get a second chance. This
nation is, however, fortunate. The dreams
that had faded, the hopes that we found
more and more difficult to hold on to, have
now rt:grnrcd on the horizon of the
‘achieve .

Democracy Is the first of those dreams
that, having eluded us for so many years,
now a to be around the corner.
The relentless struggle of our people
against autocratic rule an the
commitment of all political tles to
holding a free and fair election has rekin-
died the faith in our hearts that at long last
we are about to get a representative -
ernment that was a cherished goal nﬁvm
Liberation War.

With the dream of representative gov-
ernment came the dream of social and
economic wellbeing of our people. In De-
cember '71, we th t that as the flag of
independent Bangl h unfurled over this
beautiful land, so would the era of meeting
the basic needs of our people. All of us
would work together, dredge our rivers,
sow our flelds, build our factories. clear our
slums—joining hands In a show of
patriotism that would make us the envy of
the world. Instead we are the object of pit
of the world. Years of undemocratic an
unpatriotic rule has made destitutes of us
all--economically, culturally and morally.

With our dreams of democracy and
social justice came that of an accountable
administration. Because of the Intrinsic na-
ture of autocratic rule, the administration
became as much an instrument of corrup-
tion as it was a victim of arbitrariness.

by Mahfuz Anam
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An accountable administration neces-
urtg gives birth to our dream of institution
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The question that lurks in everyone's mind is
going to make good this second chance?

to the near collapse of our autonomous
bodies., banking and other financial
institutions and local ments.
Now that the realisation of these dreams
seems so near, the tion that lurks In
the back of ne's mind Is: are we go-
ing to make this second chance?
we have the neces breadth of vision,
the strength of character and the courage
of conviction to give to our people a decent
life of freedom, and basic rights?

Rules and manuals were replaced

he country’'s two major

political partics the Awami
League (AL) and the DBang-
ladesh Natonalist Party (BNP)
are sct to face each other In
the parliament elections of
February 27. These two partics
are at the centre slage of
elections and all other small
parties, having ideological tilts,
are aligning with either BNP or
AL.

With only 43 days left for
the run up, major partics are
locked in a strategic battle to
put up potentially winning
candidates in majority ol the
300 scats of the parliament
with a view to securing abso-
lute majority to form govern-
ment. But the Awami Leaguc's
objective is much more than
that; it is striving for two
third's majority to amcnd the
Constilution to revert to par-
lfamentary form of govern-
ment. Presidential system of
government was introduced in
the country In 1975 Lhrough
fourth amendment of the
constitution which is still in
force.

With the f[all of the auto-
cratic regime of H. M. Ershad,
the country is passing through
a critical juncture. The nation
has , therefore, started the
count down Lo elections with a
view to establishing a stable
representative government.

The interim government has

taken up serics of steps which
include reorganisation of Elec-
tion Commission and framing
of laws restricting the polls
expenses to Taka three lakhs
for every candidate, Moreover,
the candidates will have to
disclose to source of the fund-
A among their colleagues
as Rambos, because of

the way they went out looking
for trouble,

t first they were known

To play down this warrior
image and emphasise the seri-
ous and ful responsibili-

ties attached to their jobs, the
innocuous title of Refugee Af-
fairs Officer (RAO) was ofli-
cially bestowed on the small
internationally-recruited teams
of men and women - mostly
young - whose job it is to me-
diate on the spot in volatile
confrontations in the Israeli-
occupied West Bank and Gaza
Strip.

Their level-headed pres-

ence and courage in literally ,

thrusting themselves between
the two sides has cut short or
prevented many Israeli shoot-
ings, beatings and other puni-
tive measures, and often per-
suaded intifada demonstrators
to drop their ammunition of
stones.

Christian Saunders, a tall,
lean, 29-old Londoner from
Fulham, who is in charge of
Gaza's RAO team, says : "We
can out after six months,
but most stay on in the job for
a year."”

RAO's are not allowed to
stay for more than a year and
none has ever volunteered for
an extended or repeat period,
for theirs is one of the most
stressful jobs around.

by

ing so that black moncy can
not influence the polls, The
scrvices of the government of-
[icers connected with the
clection process have been
placed at the disposal of the
election commission which
can fire any onc of them for
violation of the eleection
rules,

These steps havwe mised ex-
pectations for a free and fair
elections on February 27. DBut
skepticism is growing due to
presence of illcgal arms and
black moncy which influenced
polls during Ershad’'s regime.
The government has promul-
gated law to punish the hold-
ers of illegal arms and special
drives have becn (nitiated to
recover them. Both the steps
scem to have fafled. Even at
the intial stage of hustings in
differcnt parts of the country,
free display of arms are being
rcported. Two persons were
killed in Chittagong recently.
The government nceds to take
stringent mecasures to recover
arms and prevent the use of
black moncy to influence the

polls. The government scems -

to be slow in making prepara-
tions for holding the polls suc-

Or are we going to go bac
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It Is In this context of what we as a The Daily Star.

The Election Scene

Major Parties Draw Battle
Lines for the Contest

by Reazuddin Ahmed

cesslully. Political partics must
complete the preparations to
hclp administration to hold
the elections smoothly. But the
partics arc yet to finalise the
elections agenda for the run
up. The agenda includces
pulling up candidates, pre-
paration of menifesto and
programmes [or hustings.
Although the political par-
ties have chosen the candi-
dates, beckstage paricys are no
to make adjustment of seats
with the like minded parties.
Most ol the small partics are
having dialogues with Awami
Leaguc and NP for shares of
lament scats. Party sources
inted that BNP and Awami
League, conlenders of power,
will accomodate the small par-
lies to avoild duplicity of candi-
datcs in cach constitucncy
from Lheir allies.

- Awami League is yet to finalise

adjustment of seats with
the partners ol "Eight-party Al-
liance. The party is now having
talks with Five-party Alllance.
BNP is having talks with Ja-
maat-e-lslami and other small
partics with anti-Awami League

bias. BNP's strategy is to avoid
tringular fight in as many seats

. President

as possible. But fielding of
Jatlya Party candidates in 300
scats has causced concern in
BNP circle. The tringular fight
will divide Lthe anti-Awami
League votes reduéing DNP
chance lo win majority. But the
growing rcsistance by students
against Jatlya Party has slowed
down the party's move to stage
a comcback to the election
scene,

The filing of cases against
Ershad and the mounting
pressure on the interim gov-
crnment to send him to jail
have discouraged many Jatiya

Party nominces to scck elec-
tions.
Awami Le and BNP will

make the constitutional {ssues
the focal points in their main
clection agenda. Awami
League will scek people's
mandate to amend the consti-
tulion to go back to parliamen-
tary form of government and to
restore secularism and social-
ism as state principles. Awami
League incorporated four state
principles in the 1972 Consti-
tution which Included
nationalism, democracy,

sccularism and soctalism. Late
Ziaur Rahman

Peaceful Rambos Looking for Trouble

The appointment of 12
RAO's in the West Bank and-

nine in the Gaza Strip — three

of them women — was one re-
;Ipnm by UNWR.';,Ich: United
ations agency c with
the health, edcnfmtiunf:d gen-
cral welfare of the refugees.
Two weeks after the protest
movement was launched in
late 1987, the UN Security

Council called for "ways and
mecans of ensurin

and protection of the Pales-
tinian civilians under Isracli
occupation.” Giorgio Gia-
comelli, UNWRA's Commis-
sioner-General, considered the
agency had a special obligation
to minimise the hloodshed,
Conspicuously placed ob-
servers would, he reasoned,
serve as a restraint on both
sides.

"E;ui' relationship with the
Israell is now te
and they oit I]lﬂwcr‘l:l msﬁ
them out of nc;ltlinhnctinm —
particularly the beating of
small children,” said Saunflcrn.
"The Israell border police are a
different matter, however. It

L]

the safety

was they who recently shot up -

two of our vehicles and
wounded an assistant RAO,
#unmnfthzmmmmbcuut

by Dennis Craig

of control.”
Although the Palestinfans

obviously appreciate them,
waving and smiling when they
enter the camps, RAO's arc
ocasionally madc the target of
Palestinian stone-throwers.

"Paradoxically, it's usually
when we have ‘persuaded the
military to back off and leave,”
sald Saunders. "Some of the

rotesters feel frustrated and
ve to take it out on somcone.
. .we are the nearest.”

RAO's are not allowed to
take media correspondents or
indeed ne - not even the
highest UN official - with them
into the camps, They are for-
bidden Lo carry arms, gas-
masks, cameras or any object
other than their walkie-talkics.

"And no matter what the
provocation, be it a slap, a
punch or worse, we must
never retaliate,” said Saunders.
Their motto could well be :
"Who cools it, wins."”

They are volunteers from
many countries. There are
Amcricans, British, French,
Germans, Grecks, Italians and
Spanish in the teams. They
come from many backgrounds,
Saunders, by training an epi-
demiologist, worked in Africa

for the Save the Children Fund
for live years.

"l saw an advertisement for
the job, went to Vienna for a
long scrics of interviews, and
was acccpled. | liked the idea
of work in which | could set
my own guidlines and usc my
own initiative, Eachr situation,
each confrontation, is differ-
ent, so we have to find the so-
lutions as we go along.”

His own worst moment
came when a mentally
deranged Palestinian schoolboy
loosed off 16 shots at him from
an automalic weapon.

"l could. feel the bullets
whizzing past me on both
sides. There didn't scem much
point in even ducking. |
couldn't believe it when the
firing stopped and not ene had
hit me.”

On average RAO's log about
2,000 kilometres a week,-
cruising the thoroughfares of
the Occupied Territories in
their vehicles showing the
distinctive blue flag of the
United Nations, keeping their

eyes open for incidents, tryin
to forestall trouble. s

when,
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politics.

amcnded the constitution
rcstoring multi-party
democracy in place of one

y rule, replaced secularism

part
with faith in almighty Allah and

altered socfalism in to social
justice. BNP s unlikely to
change the stance against
sccularism and would like Lo
retain the presidential system
of government. Awami League
chiefl Shecikh Hasina has
already asked the people to
choose bctween people’'s gov-
ernment and the “Zia-Ershad
style” (Presidential) govern-
ment,

Awami League's basic stand
on the constitution is to go
back to 1972. The stand im-
plics that religious parties like
Jamaat will be banned and the
constitutional amendment bar-
ring trial of the killers of late
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman would
go, DBesides, the eighth
amendment making Islam as
the siate religion will also be
abolished. The basic difference
on principle issues between
Awami Leaguc and BNP has
fadcd the possibility of a broad
uniled front for [ighting the
cleclions. The move was initi-
ated by Five-party Alliance and

They are in constant radio
conlact with hcadquarters and,
through the radio, with onc
anolher, ready to speed off to
the main square of another
camp or town where they
might be neccded to file the
sharp edges off some con-
frontation.

In addition to the danger,
there is a wellare aspect to
their job; they help sort out
somc of the refugees daily
problcms and listen to reports
of incidents that occurred the
previous night. Then they in-
terview eyewitnesses for the
recport that will be filed to
UNWRA headquarters in Vi-
enna.

United Nations organisa-
tions have sometimes been
better known for their indil-
ference towards stall living in
hardship conditions in dcvel-
oping countries than for com-
passion.

But UNWRA has such re-
spect for (ts team of RAO's
that, recognising the strain
imposed on them by the dafly
dramas, the agency Mles them
out for two weeks' lcave afler
each six weeks of duty, —GEM-
INI NEWS

DENNIS CRAIG has worked

Letters for publication in these columns should be

addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters

are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
t:lun,_s must bear the writer’s real name, signature and

address.
A guarded welcome

Sir - Ever since we saw

the advertisement nll:aut
your paper, we have been
wondering if The Dalily

will be really

Star
different from
existing English-language
dailies in Bangladesh. We
have also asked ourselves If
sponsors and editors of the
forthcoming publication are
conscious of the need for a
different kind of paper and,
what is more important,

; know how to go about

designing and producing
such a paper.

In order to be different
from other newspapers,
you have to know the na-
ture of crisis facing the
English-language press in
Bangladesh. In our view,
the crisis Is two-lold. In the
first place, most journalists,
including some senior
ones, have difficulty in the
use of English. Much of the
writing is full of errors. But

s and articles
we read dally' are liltered

with awkward phrases,
long, complex sentences
whose meanings are un-
clear and. misplaced
metaphors. It is no wonder
that among Westerners we
know here, the English-
language press remains the
subject of jokes.

The other crisis facing
the English-language press
is purely journalistic. We
read news reports which,
badly researched and
poorly sourced, cannot be
distinguished from opinion
pleces. During successive
authoritarian r es, In-
vestigative journalism grad-
ually disappeared and most

journalists specialised In

writing In praise of leaders.
Again, we fInd no redeem-
ing leatures In government
policies we decide to con-
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demn or in personalities
we want to run down.

We do hope that The
Dally Star will be different
from other dailies. Untll we
see your paper, we oller

you our guarded welcome.
Tauhid Amzad

Dhala

Hope yoﬁ'll be 'man'’
enough

Sir-- | co tulate you
and every assoclated
with you and your newspa-

on this momentous oc-
casion of publication of your
new English daily. We all

look forward eagerly to
some objective journalism

which we hope 1o see In

your newspaper.
I, personally, have had

bitter experiences with
current English dallies,
where they never like to
print any letter which they
do not like and, especially,
letters which they think
criticize their own role.
Here's hoping d‘-:ou will be
a newspaper wilh a difler-
ence and be ‘'man’ enough
to rise above personal likes
and dislikes, taking every-
thing in your stride. Once
Enln, congratulations and
Lhe best.
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other's wall writings to
ours, we erode democracy.
anothers’ procession or prevent others
from holding their meetings. we des
democracy. h"l"hc bottom
A
either take It In its totality or we don't. It
does not come In parts. "y
our

2, T ot
s

71

put up our own, or rub off an-

When we attach

line is tha
total commitment. We

o :t “nhdiy. Now that the
sure we can hope lo wor
together for the re-emergence of those
qualities of '71—
commitment, hardwork and discipline --
that gave birth te our country.
The reborn dreams require the rebirth
of those spirits.

patriotism. sacrifice,

The writer is the Executive Ediior of

Communist Party of
. Both BNP and
League dismissed the
of a joint front.
menifesto of both
Awami League and BNP will fo-
cus on key economic lssues
like privatisation, liberal in-

dustrial policy to invite foreign
investments and cvcrly allevi-
ation. In the backdrop of
c in the East

socialist countries, Awami
League, which prolesses social-
ism as state policy. is likely to
calch up BNP in privatisation
programmes. Awami League
nationalised country’s
industrics aflter liberation.

L started denation-
alisation of industries. Both
BNP and Awami League are ex-
pected to remain silent over
the presence of Bangladesh
troops in Saudi Arabia. The
basic tilt towards the West will
dominate the foreign policy of
both the major parties.

The election scene will be
clear aller January 21, the last
date for the withdrawal of can-
didates. Until that time the
lobbying for adjustments
among the like minded parties
will continue to avoid duplicity
of candidates. Meanwhile, the
administration is expected fto
gear up steps to streamline the
arrangements for holding free

Awami

and fair elections: the law en-
forcing agencies need to be
despatched will ahead of the

clection day to different parts

of the country to prevent any

untoward incidents during the

hustings. Electioneering will

start within a couple of day.
The writer is the

Editor of The Dally Star,
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Key to peace

The UN Sccurity Counell
has, of course, set a deadline

for Iraq to vacate Kuwalit bul
the Resolution 678 does nol
mecan that the US and the
multinational forces should
start a war on January 16.
Indications arc that Washing-
ton will give peace one more
chance until the proposed US-
Soviet summitl meeting In
Moscow on Fcbruaryl|l,

A quick diplomatic solution
is what every scnsible citizen
of the world 1s secking while
knowing Lhat Saddam is the
only stumbling block in the
way. When Saddam gets the
impression Lhat he is the one
to dictate war or peace to the
world, he would conlinue o
play his cards as dangerously
as he has becn playing them
since August 2, regardicss of
the US or other powers. This
myih of a fact nceds to be
smashed, while finding a
peaceful or military solution to
the current crisis. But then
this primitive military ideal
will not be shattered [ its out-
come is applied exclusively.

— Saudi Gazetie

Gibberish from
Baghdad

No partial solution to the
Gull crisis; way |raq can
get away with its sefzure of
Kuwait; ‘strict compliance with
the resolutions passed by the
Sccurity Council since the
eruption of the crisis is a must,
the military option would be
inevilable in case of Iraq's fadl-
ure io quit Kuwait willingly. All
these musts have been Lrum-
peted by world leaders sinee
Saddam made his greatest
tomfoolery.

Months later, it is down-
right ironical that Saddam is as
obdurate and Ling as
ever. Seemi jubllant over
his chidish abortion of Lalks

wuhuuul,lr-ﬂl warlord
December |18 told the
TV that he saw no need for his

forcign minister lo go to
Washinglon il President Dush
was g8ing lo reflerale de-
mands that Iraq withdraw
from Kuwait, This remark in-
duces a thousand exclomation




