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Even with a footbridge just a few feet away, pedestrians choose to risk their lives and 

cross the street by jumping over barricades. Such carelessness often results in fatal 

accidents. The photo was taken yesterday in the capital’s Dhanmondi area.
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PRABIR DAS

An elderly woman lights 

a small fire to keep 

warm. Winter has set 

in hard in remote hilly 

areas and with the lack 

of winter clothes, locals 

have only a few options 

for heating. The photo 

was taken at Sajek’s 

Kanglok village. 
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SHAMSUDDOZA SAJEN

IMPORT OF LUXURY 
ITEMS REMAINS 
BANNED 
The import policy for 
the shipping period January-June, 1973, announced 
by Commerce Minister MR Siddiqui today envisages 
import of goods worth Tk 219 crore. The import 
list has been expanded with the addition of 16 new 
items which included linseed oil, corn oil, arms and 
ammunition, educational and mechanical toys and 
equipment for agricultural and irrigation work. The 
import of luxury items remains banned while there 
are provisions for import of essential commodities 
like medicines and baby food. 
USSR KEEN TO ASSIST BANGLADESH
Minister for Industries Syed Nazrul Islam says 
in Dhaka today that the Soviet Union is keenly 
interested to assist in the economic development of 

FIRST YEAR OF BANGLADESH
BANGABANDHU’S NATION-BUILDING 

CHALLENGES

New import policy 
announced

SEE PAGE 6 COL 1

3 of family die 
as train hits 
autorickshaw
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Cumilla

Three members of a family 
were killed and another 
man was critically injured 
when a CNG-run auto-
rickshaw ran into a mail 
train at the Shashongachha 
level crossing in Cumilla 
yesterday morning.

The dead were identified 
as Farid Munshi, 65, 
his wife Peyara Begum 
and their daughter Akhi 
Akter from the district’s 
Debidwar upazila. They 
were passengers of the 
CNG-run auto-rickshaw. 
The driver of the vehicle, 
Robiul, was critically 
injured.

Shafikur Rahman, 
Cumilla Railway station 
master, said the accident 
occurred around 6:50am 
when the CNG-run 
auto-rickshaw, which was 
trying to cross the railway 
from the wrong side, hit a 
Dhaka-bound mail train 
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CORONAVIRUS

US nurse tests 
positive after 
vaccination
REUTERS, California

A 45-year-old nurse in California tested 
positive for Covid-19 more than a week 
after receiving the Pfizer Inc’s coronavirus 
vaccine, an ABC News affiliate reported on 
Tuesday.

Matthew W, a nurse at two different 
local hospitals, said in a Facebook post 
on December 18 that he had received 
the Pfizer vaccine, telling the ABC News 
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22 more die 
from Covid, 
1,235 get 
infected
UNB, Dhaka

Bangladesh recorded 22 
more deaths from Covid-19 
and 1,235 new infections 
in 24 hours ending 8:00am 
yesterday.

The number of deaths 
rose to 7,531 since the first 
cases were reported in the 
country on March 8.

With 1,235 new 
infections, the country’s 
total caseload stood 
at 5,12,496, said the 
Directorate General of 
Health Services.

So far, 32,14,344 tests 
have been carried out. The 
overall infection rate stood 
at 15.94 percent and the 
death rate at 1.47

However, 4,56,070 
patients -- 88.99 percent -- 
have so far recovered.

Bangladesh is seeing 
3,009.26 infections, 

SEE PAGE 6 COL 1

Fugitives 
can’t be on 
any media

HC issues injunction as 
TV interviews PK Halder
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday issued an 
injunction restraining electronic, print 
and social media, including Facebook and 
YouTube, from broadcasting and publishing 
statements, interviews and conversations of 
fugitive convicts and accused under trial 
until further notice.

The court made the order after a petition 
was filed to take necessary steps against the 
authorities of Ekattor TV for broadcasting 
an interview of fugitive accused Proshanta 
Kumar Halder, popularly known as PK 
Halder. 

It also directed the TV channel to 
submit by January 10 the video clips of the 
interview and conversations PK Halder had 
with the channel on December 28.

The channel broadcast an interview of 
PK Halder at 10:00pm on December 28 
and connected him to the talk show Ekattor 
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COVID-19 VACCINE

WHO urges fair 
distribution to all

REUTERS, Geneva

The head of the World Health Organization, marking a year since the first 
cases of the novel coronavirus were reported by China, yesterday urged 
countries to ensure that vaccines are made available to people at risk 
everywhere, not just in rich nations.

Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO director-general, appealed for $4 
billion to buy Covid-19 vaccines for distribution in lower and middle-
income countries through the COVAX vaccine facility.

“This is the challenge we must rise to in the New Year,” Tedros said in a 
video message issued a day before the first anniversary of China reporting 
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Transport strike set 
to begin in Pabna
Owners, workers say it is to protest illegal 

toll collection in Sirajganj
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

Vehicular communication through Pabna 
is set to be hampered as its transport 
owners and workers are likely to enforce 
an indefinite strike from this morning in 
protest of extortion and harassment by 

their counterparts in Shahzadpur upazila 
on the highway to Sirajganj. 

Communication with 22 districts and 
movement of vehicles between southern 
and northern districts through the highways 
of Pabna will be suspended, according to 
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JV to expand 
Cox’s Bazar 

airport runway
Cabinet okays company appointment for 

Tk 1,568.86 crore
REJAUL KARIM BYRON and DWAIPAYAN BARUA

A joint venture company that includes China Civil Engineering 
Construction Corporation (CCECC) has been awarded the Cox’s Bazar 
airport runway expansion work for Tk 1,568.86 crore.

The cabinet committee on purchase approved the proposal of civil 
aviation and tourism ministry to appoint the joint venture of M/s CYWEB 
and CCECC for the expansion works at its 37th meeting held yesterday. 

Abu Saleh Mostafa Kamal, additional secretary of the cabinet division, 
said this during a briefing to the journalists after the meeting. 

The government last year took initiative to expanding the runway of 
Cox’s Bazar airport, aiming at upgrading it to international standard 
and offer foreign holidaymakers a hassle-free trip to the world’s longest 
unbroken sea beach. 

In the meeting, a deal was awarded to Halla Construction Co. Korea 
while approving the same ministry’s proposal on variation of construction 
work of Cox’s Bazar Airport Development Project quoting Tk 70.24 crore. 

The committee yesterday returned two proposals of Road Transport 
and Highways Division on construction project titled Performance-Based 
Operation for 4-years and Strengthening of 4-Lane Dhaka-Chattogram 
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