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RAPE ATTEMPT

Bus helper 
arrested
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

A bus helper was arrested in 
connection with a case for 
attempting to rape a college 
student in a moving bus in 
Sunamganj.

Police arrested Rashid 
Ahmed from Gobindaganj 
area of Chhatak upazila 
yesterday, Superintendent 
of Police Bureau of 
Investigation (PBI) in Sylhet 
Khaleque-uz Zaman said.

Earlier on Saturday 
evening, a college student 
jumped off a moving bus at 
Sujanagar in Sunamganj’s 
Derai upazila to escape rape 
attempt by the bus driver 
and his helper.

The injured girl was 
admitted to Sylhet MAG 
Osmani Medical College 
Hospital.  

Victim’s father filed a case 
with Derai Police Station 
accusing three unnamed 
people the same night.

NGO worker 
found dead
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Benapole 

An employee of a non-
government organisation 
(NGO) at Benapole Land 
Port was found dead 
yesterday.

The deceased, Al Amin, 
25, a NGO worker at the 
port, was son of Mizanur 
Rahman.

Police some unidentified 
people called Al Amin out 
of his house early yesterday. 

Later in the morning, 
villagers spotted his body 
lying behind his house and 
informed the police.

10 YEARS INTO ENCROACHMENT OF CENTURIES OLD TEMPLE

Ex-MP’s sons still have grasp on Teknaf’s first Buddhist temple
SANJOY KUMAR BARUA

The law of the land is quite strict 
against hurting the sentiment of any 
religious community or any action 
that threatens communal harmony. 

But in Hnila union of Teknaf, 
the authorities never took any 
action against the individuals who 
demolished and encroached on a 
200-year-old Buddhist temple that 
had an iconic tin-roofed wooden 
structure.

When the incident took place in 
2010, Mohammad Ali, the father 
of both the accused, was the then 
president of Awami League’s Teknaf 
upazila unit. Mohammad Ali was 
a lawmaker with AL ticket in Cox’s 
Bazar-4 (Ukhia-Teknaf) constituency, 
from 1996 to 2001. He passed away 
on November 13 this year.

One of Mohammad Ali’s sons, 
Rashed Mahmud Ali, was a leader of 

Bangladesh Chhatra League in Hnila 
in 2010. He is now the chairman of 
Hnila Union Parishad (UP) and also 
the president of AL in the same union.

In August 27 that year, henchmen 
of Rashed and his brother Mahbub 
Morshed forcibly took possession of 
11 acres of land belonging to Dakkhin 

Hnila Boro Bouddha Vihar, the first 
Buddhist temple in Teknaf upazila. 
The temple’s main building was razed 
to the ground by the offenders. 

Before desecrating and plundering 
around 18 priceless and ancient 
Buddha statues kept inside the 
temple, the goons physically assaulted 
and drove away the monks from there 
too, said Kyaw Zaw Aung, secretary of 
the temple.  

He also said he and other monks 
went into hiding after the attackers 
issued life threats on them for 
protesting the grabbing of the temple’s 
land.    

The attackers however did not 
demolish the temple’s Ordination 

Hall -- a separate tin-roofed structure 
in the compound -- where a massive 
150-year-old Buddha statue, made 
of octo-alloy or Ashtadhatu, is still 
situated. 

Buddhist devotees later recovered a 
smaller and damaged stone statue as 
well as a footprint of the Buddha and 
stored both in the Ordination Hall 
along with the octo-alloy statue.  

Thousands of Buddhist devotees 
used to gather at the temple every year 
to celebrate religious festivals as it is 
Teknaf upazila’s first Buddhist temple 
and it houses a Buddha statue that 
is around one and a half centuries 
old, said Kyaw Zaw Aung, the temple 
secretary.  

Burglars had detached and stolen 
small parts from the statue despite 
it being under close watch of the 
monks. But now, when it has been 
lying unprotected, they might succeed 
in stealing the entire statue, he feared.   

In an effort to get the possession 
of the temple’s land back from 
the clutch of the encroachers, 
the Buddhist devotees from the 
area in 2011 submitted at least six 
petitions to different offices at the 
local administration as well as a 
memorandum to the prime minister’s 
office via the deputy commissioner 
(DC) of Cox’s Bazar. “But no one 
helped us protect this historical 
temple,” lamented Kyaw Zaw. 

“The grabbers completely 
destroyed the historical temple where 
our forefathers prayed; we prayed. 
We want our temple back,” said 
septuagenarian Aung Kyaw Rakhine, a 
resident of the area.

During a recent visit to the area, 
this correspondent came across a man 
who was cutting earth from near the 
temple site. “It was a historical temple 
in Teknaf upazila where thousands 
of devotees from across the country 
gathered every year... but now it 
belongs to Rashed chairman and 
his brother Mahbub,” the man said 
identifying himself as Monir Ahmed.  

This paper has obtained a copy of 
an investigation report dated May 3, 

2011. In the report ANM Nazim Uddin, 
the then Teknaf Upazila Nirbahi 
Officer (UNO), recommended that 
the grabbers be evicted from the land 
that belongs to the Buddhist temple.   

Asked about the report, ANM 
Nazim Uddin, currently the deputy 
secretary of fisheries and livestock 
ministry, said “I might have given 
[opinion in] the investigation report 
after visiting the temple site in Teknaf, 
where I served as a UNO between 
2009 and 2012.”

Shyamal Mitra Barua, deputy 
director of Buddhist Religious Welfare 
Trust, said after visiting the temple site 
in 2012, he found evidence that the 
temple and its statues were vandalised 
by former MP Mohammad Ali and his 
sons. 

He also said although he 
mentioned it in his report submitted 
to the religious affairs ministry, 
“no steps were taken to protect the 
historical temple”.     

Asked, Md Nurul Islam, secretary to 
the religious affairs ministry, said they 
would take the matter seriously and 
launch an investigation to find out 
whether their officials overlooked the 
allegation of the encroachment and 
vandalism. 

Contacted, Hnila UP Chairman 
Rashed Mahmud Ali said, “My father 
took the temple’s land from a former 
monk of the temple via a notary public 
[deed] in 2001. We later planted trees 
there... We will return the land if we 
made any mistake.”

After the attention of Cox’s 
Bazar DC (Revenue) Md Amin Al 
Parvege was drawn on the issue of 
encroachment and vandalising of the 
temple in Hnila, he said he would 
take necessary action after reviewing 
relevant documents.  

The iconic tin-roofed wooden structure of Dakkhin Hnila Boro Bouddha Vihar, in Teknaf upazila of Cox’s Bazar, which was razed to the ground in 2010.Right, 

the 150-year-old Buddha statue, made of octo-alloy, is still kept in the Ordination Hall of the temple compound. When the incident took 

place in 2010, Mohammad 

Ali, the father of both the 

accused, was the then 

president of Awami League’s 

Teknaf upazila unit. 
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Mobile courts in separate drives fined nine brick kilns in Ghatail, Kalihati and Bhuapur upazilas a total of Tk 

50 lakh for running businesses without taking legal approval from the authorities concerned. The courts also 

knocked down furnaces of six other brickfields in those upazilas on different ground. The photo was taken from 

Tangail’s Ghatail upazila yesterday. PHOTO: STAR 


