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Host community
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The respondents in the host community 
included vendors, drivers, firewood sellers, 
butchers, and housewives.

Respondents in host community 
expressed grievances that they were not 
recognised accordingly for assistance 
provided during the initial stage of the 
influx in August 2017.

On the other hand, Rohingyas expressed 
concerns about living conditions, health, 
education, sanitation, and birth registration 
of their children.

They also shared incidents of domestic 
violence and child marriage, and said their 
mobility was restricted. They also shared 
about lack of justice within their “internal 
justice system”.

RIB found that people in the host 
community filed about 70 applications 
under the Right to Information Act 2009 
between November 2019 and February 
2020, mainly seeking information 
regarding social safety net programmes and 
agricultural services.

Although information was provided 
against a few applications, they were 
benefited from such steps since some of 
them started to get senior citizen allowance, 
said Meghna Guhathakurta.

While there was lack in effort to 
promote the RTI law and its benefit among 
mass people, such use of the law in limited 
scope was encouraging, said Shamsul Bari, 
chairman of RIB.

Dewanbagi 
pir no more 
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Syed Mahbub-e-Khuda 
Dewanbagi, known as 
Dewanbagi Pir, died at a 
hospital in Dhaka yesterday 
morning. He was 70.

“He fell sick in the 
morning and was rushed 
to a private hospital where 
he breathed his last around 
7am,” Shah Alam Sohag, 
a follower of the deceased, 
told The Daily Star.

He will be buried after a 
namaz-e-janaza after Zohr 
prayers today, he said.

Dewanbagi founded 
Dewanbag Darbar Sharif at 
Motijheel’s Arambagh.

He was born to Syed 
Abdur Rashid Sarker and 
Syeda Zobeda Khatun on 
December 14, 1949 at 
Ashuganj, Brahmanbaria. 
He was sixth among six 
brothers and two sisters.

After Dewanbagi’s 
demise, his followers started 
gathering at the Arambagh 
Darbar Sharif to mourn his 
death.

Quader for 
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impacts on the tourism industry centring the world’s 
longest natural sea beach in Cox’s Bazar, he said. 

Quader said the government took the initiative to shift 
Rohingyas to Bhasan Char with additional facilities as their 
repatriation to Myanmar has been delayed. 

Under the circumstances, those who have shifted to 
Bhashan Char expressed their satisfaction, he went on 
saying. But some international organisations and media 
are spreading that the Rohingyas were shifted forcibly, 
which is not true, he added. 

The minister said only those who voluntarily wanted to 
shift were taken there and no pressure was put on them. 

Turning to the coronavirus situation, Quader said 
the government has already taken initiatives to procure 
vaccines which will reach the country in the last week of 
January or in February. 

He said preparations have been taken for properly 
handling vaccine procurement and management and the 
health ministry is working on it. 

Though the vaccine is yet to reach the country, a vested 
quarter started spreading misleading information over it, 
he continued. The AL general secretary urged people not to 
be confused by such purpose-oriented propaganda. 

About BNP leaders’ allegation that the government is 
sacrificing national interests to foreign forces to remain in 
power, Quader said people actually know who wait at the 
doors of foreign embassies with flowers and sweets and 
who seek cooperation from foreign agencies to go to state 
power. 

Renovation
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but they did not receive anything in 
writing. 

Dhiraj Bhashkor Nath, a former student 
of the dormitory said, “We went to the 
principal to stop the work and he said it 
would halt for a week, but the work was 
then resumed in a hurry.”

Md Tito Khan, a student of the college 
and former human resource development 

secretary of the executive committee of 
Bangladesh Chhatra League’s Kabi Nazrul 
College Unit said renovation is very 
necessary at the moment as the washrooms, 
dining room and bedrooms of students are 
in terrible condition. 

“However I also would want the 
renovation to preserve the building’s 
aesthetics. But the renovation is more 
necessary,” he said. 

Sabrina 
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Although she was working in a government 
organisation, she gave several interviews 
to the media as the chairman of JKG 
Healthcare, according to police.

She, however, denied her post as JKG 
chairman after the scam came to light, 
police said.

Meanwhile, the health ministry the same 
day (July 12) suspended Dr Sabrina Arif 
Chowdhury in connection with the case. On 
June 24, police arrested her husband Ariful 
and four others for allegedly delivering fake 
coronavirus test reports without carrying 
out any test.

Rawshan 
Rahman Eva 
passes away
BSS, Dhaka

Rawshan Rahman Eva, wife 
of Economic Affairs Adviser 
to the Prime Minister Dr 
Mashiur Rahman, passed 
away at a hospital in Dhaka 
yesterday morning. 

She was 74, said a press 
release.

She left behind her 
husband, a son, a daughter, 
and a host of relatives and 
admirers to mourn her 
death.

Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina and Road Transport 
and Bridges Minister 
Obaidul Quader yesterday 
expressed deep shock and 
sorrow at the death of 
Rawshan Rahman Eva.

In separate messages of 
condolence, they prayed 
for the eternal peace of 
the departed soul, and 
conveyed their deep 
sympathy to the bereaved 
family.

Fatema Hye 
passes away
CITY DESK

Fatema 
Hye 
(Hena), 
wife of late 
ATM Abdul 
Hye from 
Dhaka’s 
Shantinagar and known 
as Uttarda of the Weekly 
Chitrali, died at a Dhaka 
hospital on December 17, 
aged 82, according to a 
press release.

She left behind her 
two sons, two daughters, 
grandchildren and a host 
of relatives and admirers to 
mourn her death.

Her elder son Tasnim 
Hasan Hye (Tuhin) is 
executive director of 
voluntary organisation 
“Human Development 
Foundation”.

Fatema Hye is daughter 
of late Gazi Shamsuddin 
Ahmad and sister of 
late Gazi Shahabuddin 
Ahmad, editor of the 
Weekly Sachitra Sandhani. 
She wrote in various 
newspapers in 1960s and 
70s. 

She founded “Karupith 
Hasthashilpo Shikkha 
Protishthan” for women 
after the 1971 Liberation 
War.

What does ‘Liberation’ 
mean to Bangladeshis?
Youth Opportunities launches 

essay competition
CITY DESK

To mark the 50th Victory day of Bangladesh, Youth 
Opportunities and the High Commission of India 
recently launched a writing competition titled “What 
Liberation means to me?” 

The competition was launched by Indian High 
Commissioner to Bangladesh Vikram K Doraiswami on 
December 15, 2020, during an intergenerational dialogue 
arranged by the High Commission of India and Youth 
Opportunities, said a press release. 

Osama Bin Noor, co-founder of Youth Opportunities 
said, “We want to ask the youth the following question: 
What does the word Liberation mean to you?” 

During his speech, Doraiswami credited the initiative 
for being an excellent opportunity for the youth of 
Bangladesh to express their views. “Given the history of 
1971, the word Liberation has a deep rooted meaning for 
Bangladesh.” 

Osama Bin Noor, co-founder of Youth Opportunities 
said, “We want to ask the youth the following question: 
What does the word Liberation mean to you?” 

Makshud AM Manik, another co-founder of Youth 
Opportunities, said, “Through this competition we want 
to bring out the creativity of Bangladeshi youth,” the 
press release added. 

The competition is open to all Bangladeshi youth aged 
between 18-35 years living in Bangladesh or abroad. 
They can choose to write the essay either in Bangla or in 
English. 

Winners will be awarded with prizes ranging from 
crests to laptop. In addition, the winning essay will be 
published in the “Bharat Bichitra” magazine, the press 
release said. 

Submission deadline for the competition is January 
10, 2021.

French envoy
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Government of Bangladesh. Through 
AFD, the French Government is financing 
167 million euros of water projects 
in Bangladesh, which will supply an 
additional 950,000 cubic metres of 
drinking water to Dhaka.

Ambassador Jean-Marin Shuh visited 
the Saidabad 1 and 2 water treatment 
plants, constructed by the French company 
Degremont (Suez). The envoy also visited 
the site of the Saidabad 3 water treatment 
plant being financed by AFD, along with 
KfW, Danida and the European Investment 
Bank.  This project will double the current 
site’s production capacity and once 
complete, Saidabad will be the largest water 
treatment plant in Asia.

Jean-Marin Schuh said, “These projects 
are the results of the continuous presence 
of France in the water sector in Bangladesh, 
completing an ambitious process started 
with the visit of President Mitterrand in 
1991 and his commitment to contribute to 
the major works aimed at domesticating 
the floods which ravaged the country”.”

The project is in line with the 
Government of Bangladesh’s decision to 
replace the extraction of groundwater with 
the treatment of surface water, in order to 
meet the city’s growing demand. For this 
reason, the Saidabad treatment plant, like 
the Gandharbpur treatment plant also 
financed by AFD, will use water from the 
the Meghna River.

IUB holds employee 
recognition ceremony
CITY DESK

The Employee Recognition and Awards Ceremony of Independent 
University Bangladesh took place on Thursday at the university premises, 
said a press release.

At the programme, the university recognised and awarded its faculty 
and staff members for their outstanding contributions towards the 
achievements of the university over the last three decades.

A total of 138 employees were awarded while 23 units received the awards 
under various categories for outstanding performances. The criteria included 
length of service, teaching excellence, outstanding staff performancs, 
exceptional services during the Covid-19 pandemic and more.

A Matin Chowdhury, chairman, board of trustees of the university and 
Prof Milan Pagon, vice-chancellor (acting) distributed the awards among 
the awardees.

Khandker Md Iftekhar Haider, treasurer of IUB delivered a vote of 
thanks, while the event was moderated by Romita Zaman, assistant 
director, office of the VC at IUB, the press release said.

All members from the faculty and administration were present during 
the event, along with some invited guests.  

DCAB elects new 
leadership at AGM
UNB, Dhaka

The Annual 
General Meeting 
(AGM) of 
Diplomatic 
Correspondents 
Association 
Bangladesh 
(DCAB) was 
held yesterday at 
the Jatiya Press 
Club.

Pantho 
Rahman of Channel I and AKM Mohiuddin of UNB were 
elected president and general secretary, respectively, for 
the year 2021.

Pantho was elected unopposed while Mohiuddin won 
against Mizanur Rahman of Daily Manab Zamin.

Meanwhile, Mahfuzur Rahman Mishu of Jamuna TV was 
elected vice president contesting against Robiul Haque.

Other office bearers are joint secretary Abu Hena Emrul 
Kayes of Bangla Vision and Atiqur Rahman of asianmail24.

In addition, Raheed Ejaz (Prothom Alo), Angur Nahar 
Monty (Channel News24), Rased Mehedi (Daily Samakal), 
Nurul Islam Hasib (Bangladesh Post), Ahasan Jewel 
(Somoy TV) were elected committee members.

Chief Election Commissioner M Shafiqul Karim 
announced the results following the AGM and vote casting. 
Outgoing president Angur Nahar Monty presided over the 
AGM.

Pantho Rahman AKM Mohiuddin


