
No Covid 
vaccine for 
under 18s
Says health minister
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

People aged below 18 
will not get the Covid-19 
vaccines, Health Minister 
Zahid Maleque said 
yesterday.

The first shipment of 
the Oxford-AstraZeneca 
vaccine from India’s 
Serum Institute will arrive 
between late January and 
early February while the 
shipment from the global 
COVAX facility will be 
available by June.

The government has 
adequate preparation to 
ensure proper distribution, 
he told reporters after 
visiting two vaccine 
laboratories of the 
Directorate General of 
Drug Administration.

“Three crore shots of the 
vaccine will arrive in phases 
over the next six months,” 
he said.
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Court 
orders 
freezing of 
670 bank 
accounts 
of Paplu, 
family

Stop 
narcotics 
supply, 
ensure 
order, 
security in 
jails: HC

Bangladesh 
could see a 
seven-fold 
increase 
in climate 
migration: 
ReportSEE PAGE 2 COL 6 

Five women working in a crop field where tobacco is being cultivated. Hundreds 

of acres of plain land in Khagrachhari are being used for tobacco cultivation as 

farmers get high profits. However, the focus on tobacco is reducing cultivation of 

food crops like rice and vegetables, and harming the fertility of the soil.
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57,390 grabbers
feast on 770 rivers

Says river commission            
report to JS body

RASHIDUL HASAN

As many as 57,390 individuals and organisations grabbed 
the country’s 770 rivers. 

Of them, 18,579 have been evicted in the last one year 
by deputy commissioners of different districts.

The National River Conservation Commission (NRCC) 
yesterday came up with the latest development on river 
grabbing and eviction at a meeting of the parliamentary 
standing committee on shipping.

Ruling Awami League MP and chairman of the 
committee presided over the meeting at Jatiya Sangsad 
Bhaban.

NRCC Chairman Dr Muzibur Rahman Howlader told 
The Daily Star after the meeting that one of the reasons 
why the eviction drives couldn’t achieve the desired goal 
was that at least 10 percent of the encroachers were locally 
and politically influential people.

Insufficient funding and inadequacy of logistics support 
for the DCs are also responsible for this.

The NRCC in its report submitted to the parliamentary 
body said large structures were built inside the rivers 
and river banks in every division, but those could not be 
demolished because the encroachers had muscle power 
and influence.

In the report, NRCC also said different government 
structures also couldn’t be removed despite repeated attempts.
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VOLATILE RICE MARKET

Import eased 
as prices soar
Agriculture minister blames millers, 

wholesalers for price hike
REJAUL KARIM BYRON and MOHIUDDIN ALAMGIR

The government is going to allow the private sector to 
import six lakh tonnes of rice with 25 percent duty to 
stabilise the rice market.

Now, an importer has to pay 62.5 percent duty for 
importing rice.

Rice importers will have to apply to the food ministry 
with all necessary documents by January 10 next year, Food 
Minister Sadhan Chandra Majumder said at a virtual press 
conference yesterday. 

“The ministry will give approval to import of a certain 
quantity of rice after scrutinising the applications. 

“If needed, we will buy 15 to 20 lakh tonnes of paddy 
from farmers,” said the minister.

Meanwhile, Agriculture Minister Muhammad Abdur 
Razzaque has said the government will not allow import 
of more than six lakh tonnes of rice by the private sector to 
safeguard the interests of farmers. 

The government move comes at a time when prices of the 
staple keep soaring in both retail and wholesale markets. 

Besides, the food grain reserve has dwindled to seven 
lakh tonnes from 13 lakh tonnes in December last year. 
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