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Body cameras
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In many countries, video footage acts as evidence
to investigate an incident. The death of George
Floyd at Minneapolis in the US that sparked
“Black Lives Matter/I Can't Breathe” movement is
a glaring example.

Two body-worn camera videos from the day
Floyd was killed by police were publicly released
by a Minneapolis court, after a coalition of
media companies intervened and argued for their
unrestrained release.

Prof Omar Faruk of Department of Criminology
and Police Science at Mawlana Bhashani Science
and Technology University said usage of body
cameras will take law-enforcement agencies one-
step ahead in modernising the force and ensuring
transparency.

“But our police force should keep in mind that
these devices are introduced to modernise the
service. If they are misused and applied to stage
incidents, the consequences will be bad,” he said.

He also said transparency will be ensured if all
police check-posts are brought under coverage of
body cameras and CCTV.

When used, body cameras would record law
enforcers’ interactions with people, or gather
video evidence at crime scenes.

There are many allegations that police take
advantage of people in the name of searching at
check-posts, like demanding money after putting
yaba pills or other drugs in their pockets, and
confiscating valuables from their possession but
not recording them properly in the seizure list.

Crime analysts say the use of such information
technology will also help prevent such
irregularities.

At least 196 people have been victims of
extrajudicial killings and custodial deaths this year.
It was 388 in 2019, according to data compiled by
Ain O Salish Kendra (ASK) from media reports.

Prominent rights activist Nur Khan said CCTV,
body cameras and other possible technical facilities
may help in identifying police involvement with

crimes and criminals’ actions.

He, however, said the effectiveness of those
devices depends on enforcement.

“Say for example, the CCTV footage of Teknaf
Police Station before and after the Sinha killing
was missing, as police claimed there was a
technical glitch,” he said.

About incidents like “gunfights”, Nur Khan
said, “If the state wants, only then will such
incidents stop. Body cameras may help to some
extent, but it cannot be reduced to zero if the state
does not want so. The incidents of ‘gunfights’
came down significantly in the last few months,”
he noted.

Inspector General of Police Benazir Ahmed, at
the inauguration of tactical belts on December 15,
said many officers of Dhaka Metropolitan Police
(DMP) have been using body cameras for the
last few years, but the initiative have not yet been
expanded.

Although the cameras are quite expensive, and
it will be impossible to give them to all officers
in the next year, the devices will be gradually
distributed, he said.

The traffic department and check-posts will be
prioritised in this regard, he added.

Asked, Walid Hossain, deputy commissioner
(media) of DMP, told The Daily Star that DMP
will soon start using body cameras at every check-
post, subject to the home ministry’s approval.

“It's now being operated at some check-posts
and traffic points,” he added.

“We have applied to procure 200 high-quality
body-worn cameras for officers to use at check-
posts,” the DMP official said, adding that earlier,
GoPros and body-worn cameras were mostly used
by the traffic department since December 2014.

Talking to The Daily Star, Home Minister
Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal said the initiative is
still at discussion level.

“We do it in some places on trial basis. But
there is no decision yet to implement it across the
country,” he said.
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SC stays
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the run, Mohammad Shishir Manir, a defence lawyer for Khaleque and
Bahadur, told this newspaper on December 7.

The HC appointed Shahnaz Haque as a state defence lawyer for Shukkur
as he is absconding.

He said the HC bench acquitted the three as it was proved that Khaleque
and Bahadur were tortured and forced to give the confessional statements.

Their statements were recorded at the same time in the magistrate’s
room violating relevant provisions of law, he said, adding that there were
inconsistencies in the confessional statements.

Shishir Manir said there is no other evidence and documents in the case
to prove the allegations against the three who were sentenced to death.
The lawyer said he prayed to the HC to order the government to conduct
further investigation in order to find out the real kidnappers and killers.

The HC may issue necessary directives to this effect in the full text of its
verdict, he added.

Md Hridoy, a nursery student and son of Nurul Haque from Uttar
Nunirchara in Cox’s Bazar, was abducted while he was returning home
from school on July 4, 2013. The kidnappers then phoned Hridoy’s elder
brother Md Yousuf, demanding Tk 3 lakh for his release.

The following day, police recovered Hridoy’s body from Kalatali Road
area. Later, Victim’s father filed a murder a case with Cox’s Bazar Model
Police Station.

HC grants
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with their two children -- aged three and a half years and two and a
half years -- at the home of Washima’s mother Momena Begum in Old
Dhaka.

Momena Begum had filed a case with the Metropolitan Magistrate
Court in Dhaka on December 2 against Tofail and Washima on charge of
threatening and attempting to beat her (Momena).

Metropolitan Magistrate of Dhaka Mamunur Rashid then issued an
arrest warrant against Tofail and Washima in the case.

Bangshal police arrested Tofail and Washima on December 18 and
produced them to the magistrate the same day. The magistrate then sent
them to jail rejecting their bail petition.

On December 22, the magistrate had again rejected their bail petition
in the case, following which their children started crying profusely at the
court premises, he said.

The children are now with their neighbours, Shishir Manir said.

IMPORTING FAKE SEWING MACHINES
2 Chinese nationals held

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Criminal Investigation Department (CID) of police on
Tuesday arrested two Chinese nationals from the capital for
allegedly importing fake sewing machines to the country.

A total of 585 pieces of machine with Singer and
1,100 pieces with Butterfly logos were recovered from two
warehouses in Turag area. Their estimated market value is
Tk 70 lakh, Additional DIG Omar Farooq told reporters at
a press conference held at the CID office yesterday.

The arrestees are -- Hao Xiaoping alias Bob Hao (41),
and Su Yin (35).

Rab arrests
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The Rab official said after initial testing, the seized items
were found to be cocaine. The street value of it is around
Tk 60 crore, he said.

During primary interrogation, the arrestees admitted
they are members of an international drug trafficking gang,
Maj Shahrier said. Rab officials said the arrestees collected
the cocaine from a neighbouring country and were waiting
for an opportune time to ship to Singapore.

Prioritise hiring
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of Chattogram Railway Station and recovering of illegally
occupied railways lands in Natore were discussed.

The meeting also recommended transport of passengers
in compliance with health rules.

The meeting discussed the implementation progress of
ongoing projects of Bangladesh Railway and the reasons
for increase of expenditure and time.

The committee emphasised on strengthening
procurement management, including appointment of
skilled project directors, so as not to increase time and cost
of projects.

The meeting also discussed the progress of the proposed
projects of Bangladesh Railway.

Scientists achieve quantum
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fidelity. This network was built with off-the-shelf
equipment, which would be compatible with existing
internet infrastructure.

Qubits work by replacing traditional bits - the ‘1’s” and
‘0’s’ used to encode digital information - with quantum
bits, or qubits.

These are able to function as both a ‘1" and a ‘0 at the
same time by existing in a state of superposition, meaning
each new qubit added to the computer increases its power
exponentially rather than linearly.

Quantum teleportation, therefore, is a transfer of
quantum states from one location to the other. This
transfer was done using quantum entanglement, where two
particles are linked in such a way that information shared
with one is shared with the other at exactly the same time.

This is because the particles exist in states of probabilities,
where their exact position, momentum, and spin is not
determined until the particle has been measured.

Photons behave in this way, becoming a wave or a
particle depending on how they are measured.

BSF kills another Bangladeshi
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Family members and locals took Khairul to Mymensingh
Medical College Hospital where doctors declared him
dead.

The body was sent to the morgue for autopsy, said Md
Mahmudul Hasan, officer-in-charge of Haluaghat Police
Station.

The incident might have happened when the man was
attempting to go across the border, said Lt Col Tauhid
Mahmud, commanding officer of BGB Battalion-39.

The BGB is looking into the matter, he added.

At least 48 Bangladeshi citizens have been killed along
the Indo-Bangla border this year, according to Rights Body
Ain o Salish Kendra.

At least 15 people were killed in 2018 while the number
rose to 43 last year, it said.

The five-day director general-level conference between
the BGB and BSF started in India’s Guwahati on Tuesday.

Killing of Bangladeshis by BSE, smuggling of drugs
and illegal arms into the country from India, illegal
trespassing by Indian nationals including BSF members,
and sharing of intelligence between the two forces are
among the key issues being discussed at the conference.

BGB DG Maj Gen Shafeenul Islam is leading the
11-memebr Bangladeshi team while BSF DG Rakesh
Asthana is heading the BSF team.

The last BGB-BSF DG-level conference was held on
September 19 in Dhaka where the BSF DG said they are
working out a strategy to bring the killings at the India-
Bangladesh border areas down to zero.

AGM 2020
St. Joseph Old Boys’ Foundation (SJOBF)

The Executive Committee of St. Joseph Old Boys’ Foundation (SJOBF)
requests you to join the Annual General Meeting of 2020
to be held at School premises on Friday, January 08, 2021

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Venue: St. Joseph Higher Secondary School
97 Asad Avenue, Mohammadpur, Dhaka
Date: January 08, 2021 (Friday)

Time: 4:00 PM onwards

Farmers fear crop loss as cold spell lingers
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different types of pesticides and anti-fungal medicines to protect the plants during fog and cold,” said Ahsanur Rahman

of Chhoto Balia villager of the same upazila.

“It will increase our production cost. We don’t know how we will meet our additional expenses,” he told The Daily

Star.

Contacted, Aftab Ahmed, deputy director of the Department of Agricultural Extension in Thakurgaon, said they are

giving advices and assistance to farmers for protecting their crops.

Meanwhile, yesterday’s lowest temperature in the country was recorded at 8.3 degrees Celsius at Tentulia in Panchagarh,

says the Met Office.

“Mild cold wave is sweeping over the regions of Sreemangal, Tentulia, Rajarhat and Chuadanga,” read a weather

bulletin.

“It may continue,” said the bulletin of Bangladesh Meteorological Department.

100 Bangladeshis
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Their flight was cancelled and
the workers were sent back to
Dhaka from Abu Dhabi.

Returning to Dhaka,
many workers were seen
crying helplessly.

Among the expatriate
workers, Sabina Akhter and
Taslima Akhter, hailing from
Cumilla, said they spent Tk
2.5 lakh each to go to Saudi
Arabia.

They said they had not
informed their families
about their return and now
they could not return to
their homes.

Later, Brac arranged food
and accommodation for
them at its safe home.

Contacted, Fakhrul Islam,
assistant director of Probashi
Kalyan Desk at Hazrat
Shahjalal International
Airport, told The Daily Star
that they have information
that around 79 Bangladeshi
workers were sent back to
Dhaka Monday night.

“We don't have complete
information about the
migrant workers who were
sent back from different
airports on their way to
Saudi Arabia as the airlines
concerned didn't report to
us. We are trying to collect
information,” added Fakhrul.

On Monday, Saudi Arabia
suspended all international
flights for a week amid
reports of the appearance of
a new mutated strain of the
novel coronavirus in the UK.

The suspension casts
uncertainty on the return
of Bangladeshi expatriate
workers to their workplaces
in the Gulf country.

Biman Bangladesh
Airlines also suspended
its all flights to and from
Jeddah, Riyadh, and
Dammam for a week
from Monday due to the
suspension imposed by the
Saudi authorities.
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visited Birulia in Savar yesterday to inspect the location.

proposed locations.

on the city,” he said.

DSCC mayor said.

he said.
terminals are part of it,” he said.

next year.

district buses will stop at certain fixed places.

permission to enter the city, he added.

route.

initiative, he added.

Govt plans 4 terminals on city fringes

Dhaka South City Corporation Mayor Sheikh Fazle Noor Taposh, who led the committee, said
it had proposed 10 locations for inter-district bus terminals earlier, selected four of them and

Taposh said they think four terminals can be accepted and they will also visit three other

“We will make a decision on it in the next meeting of the bus route rationalisation
committee in January after visiting all four locations,” he said.

Taposh said they will send the proposal to the ministry concerned to make a final decision.

“Our main target is to set up bus terminals on the periphery of Dhaka to reduce pressure

In other countries, inter-district buses do not enter the city but in Dhaka there are three inter-
district bus terminals and inter-district buses using the terminals creates traffic congestion, the

But the city’s bus terminals are not effective, which leads to bus drivers parking on the street
and further worsening traffic congestion and contributing to the chaotic situation in the city,

“We want to bring the whole transport system under discipline and these proposed bus

Taposh said they are continuing their activities so that they can prepare a master plan by

DNCC Mayor Md Atiqul Islam said because of the new bus terminals on the capital’s
periphery, inter-district buses will not be able to enter the city.

He said the public transport vehicles operating in Dhaka will stay inside the city while inter-

After the bus route rationalisation system is implemented, inter-district buses will not get

Atiq said they have decided to bring all public buses of Ghatarchar-Motijheel route under
a single company. Currently, more than 160 buses owned by 29 people are running on the

“We want to bring the city’s whole traffic system under a disciplined system, and as part of
the government's initiative of bus route franchise system, we are going to start the bus service
on Ghatarchar-Motijheel route from April 1 [next year],” he said.

Bus owners and transport workers are also helping the authorities implement their

SC upholds HC order
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The HC also issued a rule asking the state to explain in four
weeks why the case proceedings against Matiur Rahman
should not be scrapped.

The HC bench of Justice Md Rezaul Haque and Justice
Md Atoar Rahman came up with the order and rule
following a petition filed by Matiur seeking cancellation of
the trial proceedings.

On November 12, a Dhaka court framed charges against
Matiur and nine others in the case.

The lower court, however, discharged Prothom Alo Deputy
Editor Anisul Hoque as it found no grounds to frame charges
against him.

The other accused are Kishor Alo Head of Events and
Activation Kabir Bakul, the youth magazine’s events and
activation assistants Shuvashish Pramanik Shuvo and Shah
Paran Tushar, its Senior Assistant Editor Mahitul Alam Pavel,
and stage decorators Jasim Uddin Topu, Mosharraf Hossain,
Md Sujan and Kamrul Hawlader.

Matiur and eight others, now on bail, pleaded not guilty
and demanded justice after Judge KM Emrul Kayesh of the
Metropolitan Sessions Judge’s Court of Dhaka read out the
charges to them.

The court had earlier dismissed five other petitions
submitted by their lawyers to discharge them from the case.

The court then fixed December 14 for starting the trial
of the case.

Abrar’s father Mojibur Rahman filed the case with the 4th
Additional Chief Metropolitan Magistrate’s Court in Dhaka
on November 6.

In the complaint, Mojibur said his son was electrocuted
and became unconscious around 4:30pm on November 1
while attending the programme.

Dhaka’s Additional Chief Metropolitan Magistrate Aminul
Haque took the case into cognisance and ordered the OC of
Mohammadpur Police Station to submit an investigation
report. On January 16 this year, Abdul Alim, inspector of
Mohammadpur Police Station, submitted the probe report to
the court, saying the charges brought against all 10 accused
were found to be true.

Dhaka’s Additional Chief Metropolitan Magistrate Kaisarul
Islam issued arrest warrants to Matiur and nine others in the
case that day. Matiur then got bail from the High Court while
nine others got bails from different lower courts.

On September 20, Dhaka Metropolitan Magistrate
Mohammad Jasim ordered that the case be transferred to the
Dhaka Metropolitan Sessions Judge's Court for trial.

On October 1, the Dhaka Metropolitan Sessions Judge's
Court took cognisance of the charges against Matiur and

Work to establish
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emotion-choked voice that they came forward to
strengthen the Liberation War when many had not
expected that independence would be achieved soon.
Recalling that independence was achieved at the cost
of much blood, the prime minister says, “When I was
imprisoned, you stood by the freedom fighters.”
Revealing a hitherto undisclosed chapter of the
struggle, Bangabandhu says during the last days of non-
cooperation movement he asked Dr Nurullah of Dhaka
Engineering University to produce a radio transmitter
which he would use for giving his last call to the people.
The transmitter was produced. The prime minister also
says on that fateful night of March 25, 1971, he had no
other way but to pass on his last message to Chittagong.

SOURCES: December 25, 1972 issues of Bangladesh
Observer, Dainik Bangla and Dainik Ittefaq.

Death Anniversary of

Today is the 1st Death Anniversary of Late
Rukhsana Samad, wife of Mr. Towhid Samad,

Chairman, Bangladesh General

Insurance

Company Ltd. (BGIC). She died on December

24, 2019.

We are praying to the Almighty Allah for her
eternal peace and to grant her Jannatul
Ferdaous. Ameen !

BGIC Family

BEIC

LT CHRACHET JARPTSTHA TR o138
Bangladesh General Insurance Company Ltd.

US under
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“The whole California
ICU capacity has been
going down. We are all
struggling,” said Dr Imran
Mohammed of Sutter
Roseville Medical Center,
north of Sacramento on
Tuesday. “We really don't
want to see more than this.
We will be challenged to
see further ICU patients
and we will have no place
eventually.”

Many US states and
cities have imposed
lockdowns and business
closures to try to get a
handle on a wave of illness
driven by last month's
Thanksgiving gatherings.

The US Centers for
Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) said on
Tuesday that the altered
coronavirus had not yet
been detected in the United
States.
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