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ASIFUR RAHMAN

Hazrat Ali is more worried than ever.

A master’s student of chemistry at Dhaka
College who was planning to finish post-
graduation a while ago, he is now waiting
impatiently for his remaining exams to be
over so that he can shoulder some of the
family responsibilities that his father bears
alone.

“At this age, does it feel good to take
money from my father who earns meagre
pay by weaving handlooms back home?

“I used to give tuitions, but that also got
suspended due to the pandemic. I need a job
immediately to support my family,” said a
frustrated Hazrat, who hails from Sirajganj.

After a delay of two and a half years, his
final examinations began in March. But he
could appear in only two out of the four
exams, before the country was hit by the
coronavirus outbreak, suspending exams
indefinitely.

“We don't know when our master’s
exams will resume. Even after they start, it
will take at least four to five months more
for the results to come out. I will be 27 in
January and am really worried about how
many BCS exams I can avail,” he said.

Hazrat added he cannot even apply for
chemist jobs in many private companies as
these require a master’s degree.
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“This assault happened on Donald Trumps
watch, when he wasnt watching.”

US PRESIDENT-ELECT JOE BIDEN FAULTS TRUMP FOR
STRIPPING US DEFENSES AGAINST CYBER ATTACKS

The unlucky 7

Uncertainty grips students of DU-affiliated
seven colleges as their education thrown into
disarray once again following pandemic
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“We contacted our teachers time and
again -- they only said the Dhaka University
authorities will take all the decisions as our
college is being supervised by DU now. We
are the unlucky ones, no one cares for us,”
Hazrat said, all in one breath.

Students of the seven colleges recently
affiliated with DU are worried about their
future as the pandemic threw their already
delayed education into further disarray.

These seven colleges are: Dhaka College,
Eden Mohila College, Government Shaheed
Suhrawardy College, Kabi Nazrul Government
College, Begum Badrunnesa Government
Mohila College, Mirpur Government Bangla
College, and Government Titumir College.
PROTEST ANNOUNCED, THEN

“When | started playing football | never thought | would
break any records. And even less the one | achieved today.”
LIONEL MESSI IN AN INSTAGRAM POST AFTER BREAKING PELE'S
SINGLE-CLUB SCORING RECORD PAGE 11
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“It would be strange to expect good things from people,
many of whom made their careers on Russophobia.”
RUSSIAN DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER SERGEI RYABKOV

ON USTIES UNDER JOE BIDEN

POSTPONED
The students of these colleges had
announced a plan to hold a protest in the

capital’s Nilkhet area yesterday but it was
postponed. A number of policemen were
seen to be present in the Nilkhet area since
morning.

Shahriar Mahmud, one of the protesters,
told The Daily Star that they didn't receive
the necessary police permission to hold the
protest. The college principals also called
them the night before requesting them not
to hold the protest and asked for a week'’s
time to resolve their issues, he added.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 3

Sixty-five-year-old Abdul Kuddus, right, and his son-in-law had been suffering from fever for nearly a week. They went to Mugda General
Hospital from their home in Rampura yesterday morning to give samples for Covid-19 tests. They, however, had to wait in lines for nearly three
hours as the number of people seeking to get tested there has increased in the last couple of days. In this photo taken around 10:00am, both
are seen tired inside the hospital compound.
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ILL-GOTTEN WEAILTH

Freeze 613 bank
accounts of MP
Papul, his family

ACC asks central bank,
moves to confiscate their
30.27 acres of land, flats

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Anti-Corruption Commission
yesterday requested the Bangladesh Bank
to instruct eight commercial banks to
freeze 613 bank accounts of independent
lawmaker Mohammad Shahid Islam
Papul, his wife, daughter, and sister-in-law.
The graft watchdog has also decided to
seize 30.27 acres of land in different parts
of the country and flats in the capital’s
Gulshan owned by them, sources said.
Papul, now behind bars in Kuwait,
was arrested in the Gulf country in early
June. He faces trial on charges of human
trafficking and money laundering.
He was accused of taking up to 3,000
Kuwaiti dinars (around Tk 8 lakh)
from each migrant workers, mostly
Bangladeshis, for sending them to Kuwait.
Meanwhile, the Criminal Investigation
SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

UK RETURNEES
7-day quarantine

mandatory

Says health minister; experts urge strict
measures to fight new coronavirus strain

Moubpup AHMMED SUJAN and RasHIDUL HAsAN

Air travellers from the UK without Covid-19 negative certificates would be
quarantined for seven days.

Health Minister Zahid Maleque said this yesterday after a new variant
of the coronavirus emerged in the kingdom and more countries shut their
borders with the UK in an effort to keep the new strain out.

He said discussion on whether to suspend flights to and from the UK
was going on. “The decision will be announced soon.”

Experts have warned that the new variant, which appears to be more
transmissible, could turn the situation in Bangladesh severe if the planned
measures were not imposed strictly.

Officials concerned said those without a Covid-19 negative certificate from
the UK will be sent to Ashkona or Diabari quarantine camps in Dhaka where
they would be tested on the sixth day. They will be released if they test negative.

Passengers landing in Chattogram and Sylhet would go through the
same process.

The minister yesterday inaugurated a mobile laboratory for Covid-19 testing
at the Ashkona Hajj Camp in Dhaka. There will be Covid-19 testing, RT-PCR
and rapid antigen-based, facilities in the lab for the incoming passengers.

Another mobile lab will be taken there soon, the minister said.

At another event in the Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport, State
Minister for Civil Aviation M Mahbub Ali said the government was
observing the situation closely.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 6

Formulate another
stimulus package

PM directs ministries
concerned, asks them to keep
in mind 2nd Covid wave

UNB, Dhaka

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina yesterday
asked the finance ministry and other
related ministries and divisions to
formulate another financial stimulus
package plan keeping a possible second
wave of Covid-19 in consideration.

The premier gave the order at a meeting
at the Gono Bhaban. The meeting was
held to finalise the 8th Fifth Year Plan
(2021-2025).

PM'’s Deputy Press Secretary Hasan
Jahid Tusher briefed reporters after the
meeting.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 5

CURrBING RoAD CRASHES

Govt steps confined
to talks, committees

TuHIN SHUBHRA ADHIKARY

Government steps for curbing road crashes and bringing discipline in the
road transport sector continue to remain confined to holding meetings
and forming committees and sub-committees.

The committees make similar recommendations time and again, but
those are hardly implemented.

In the meantime, road crashes continue to take a heavy toll on lives and
properties.

Experts made the observation while talking to The Daily Star yesterday
after a taskforce, formed for the government cause, held a closed-door
meeting to discuss recommendations by four sub-committees.

After the meeting, Home Minister Asaduzzaman Khan told reporters,
“The four sub-committees made recommendations on implementing 111
recommendations [given by a committee] on curbing road crashes and
bringing discipline in the transport sector. We have discussed those. We
will hold more discussions in the next meeting.”

“We are implementing those recommendations slowly,” he said,
referring to the Covid-19 pandemic as a reason.

The committee, led by transport leader and former shipping minister
Shajahan Khan, had submitted its report to the prime minister in April last
year along with the 111-point recommendation.

Later in October last year, the government issued a gazette, forming
the 33-member taskforce, led by the home minister, to implement the
recommendations.

Among others, secretaries of 11 ministries and divisions were made ex-

officio members of the taskforce.
SEE PAGE 5 COL 1

ABRAR DEATH CASE

SC upholds
HC order
staying trial
of Matiur

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Appellate Division

of the Supreme Court
yesterday upheld a High
Court order that stayed
the trial proceedings of a
case filed against Prothom
Alo Editor and Publisher
Matiur Rahman over the
death of Dhaka Residential
Model College student
Naimul Abrar Rahat.

Chamber Judge of the
Appellate Division Justice
Hasan Foez Siddique passed
“no order” on a petition
filed by the state seeking
stay on the HC order.

The HC stay order on
the trial proceedings of
the case will now remain
in force, Matiur’s lawyer
Mustafizur Rahman Khan
told The Daily Star.

Assistant Attorney
General Md Saiful Islam
appeared for the state at the
hearing.

On December 13, the
HC stayed for six months
the trial proceedings of
the case filed against the
Prothom Alo editor.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 7
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Pornography
spreads amid
futile govt ban

MbD SHAHNAWAZ KHAN CHANDAN

A section of lawyers of Dhaka Bar Association demonstrates outside the Dhaka Chief Metropolitan Magistrate Court building yesterday,
demanding immediate withdrawal of an additional chief metropolitan magistrate for keeping a lawyer on the dock for two hours. The
lawyers staged the demo for around two-and-a-half hours from 9:30am, disrupting judicial activities.

PHOTO: COLLECTED

The government initiative to block pornography websites has
proved a futile exercise due to lack of technological knowhow
and concerted efforts from the state agencies.

On January 1, 2017, the government launched an anti-
porn campaign to create safe and secure internet space for all.
In the process, it has blocked 22,000 porn sites in the last
three years.

But statistics show only blocking websites has had little
effect on Bangladeshi internet users as they are increasingly
visiting pornographic websites. Besides, such videos can be
easily downloaded and circulated.

The country has a very rigid law titled Pornography
Control Act-2012, which says preservation, distribution,
selling, displaying, advertising of pornographic contents is a
punishable offence.

The offender can be sanctioned with two years of rigorous
imprisonment and a fine of Tk 100,000.

Production of pornography, forcing people to act in
pornography, sexual harassment through pornography,
displaying and distributing pornography through internet
and electronic devices come with more severe punishments.

However, the government agencies are at a loss how to
enforce the law.

Mustafa Jabbar, minister of post, telecommunication and
ICT declared war against pornography soon after he was
appointed to this position in January 2018.

“We have been facing a lot of challenges to tackle
pornography. We have blocked 22,000 major porn sites
but every day new sites are being launched,” he told this
correspondent in October this year.

“Pornographic and semi-pornographic contents are being
spread also on social media. Again, people are accessing the
blocked sites using VPN. We don't have sufficient manpower

SEE PAGE 2 COL 3




2 | The Baily Star

City

BANGLADESH} .@

1,367
New cases in 24hrs

Ankara eager to sell
weapons to Dhaka

Visiting Turkish FM discusses it with Momen;
PM seeks Ankara’s help in Rohingya repatriation

STAR REPORT

Turkey is willing to sell weapons to
Bangladesh as it is now producing the
most of its required arms.

The issue was discussed in a meeting
between Turkish Foreign Minister
Mevlut Cavusoglu and his Bangladeshi
counterpart AK Abdul Momen in the
capital yesterday.

Speaking to The Daily Star, Momen
said, “This was not on the agenda. But
the Turkish minister shared the idea of
defence cooperation.”

The visiting minister said his
country is producing world-class
military equipment and it does not
impose many conditions on sales.

Asked about Bangladesh'’s response,
Momen said they did not make any
prompt response to it. He, however,
said Bangladesh wants to diversify its
sources of defence purchase.

“We don't buy much defence
equipment. If needed, we may consider
the issue, but nothing concrete was
discussed.”

The minister said Bangladesh
is more interested in trade and
investment with Turkey.

TURKISH MINISTER MEETS PM
Meanwhile, Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday sought Turkey's
involvement in ensuring the return of
Rohingyas to their homeland Myanmar
from Bangladesh.

She made the request when visiting
Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut
Cavusoglu called on her at the Gono
Bhaban, reports UNB.

Briefing reporters after the meeting,
PM’s Deputy Press Secretary Hasan
Jahid Tusher said the premier also
sought more Turkish investment in
Bangladesh'’s special economic zones.

She said Bangladesh offers a huge
market as the country is situated at the
centre of South and South-East Asia.
Both countries will be benefited from
this investment, the PM added.

Expressing Turkey’s keen interest in
strengthening bilateral relations with
Bangladesh, the visiting minister said
his country will do whatever is needed
to strengthen bilateral trade.

Hasina thanked Turkey for repairing
Bangladesh’s Naval warship “Bijoy”
which was damaged in a devastating
blast in Beirut, the capital of Lebanon.

She reiterated the invitation for the
Turkish president to visit Bangladesh.

Mevlut Cavusoglu said the Turkish
president might visit Bangladesh in

March, the golden jubilee month of
Bangladesh’s Independence, if the
novel coronavirus situation improves.

He highly appreciated the PM’s
leadership and the development of
Bangladesh.

Principal Secretary of the Prime
Minister’s Office Ahmad Kaikaus and
Turkish Ambassador to Bangladesh
Mustafa Osman Turan were present.
TURKEY SUPPORTS ROHINGYA
REPATRIATION
The visiting Turkish foreign minister
yesterday lauded Bangladesh'’s progress
saying that the country has become a
rising star in South Asia and a model of
sustainable development for the entire
world under the leadership of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina.

He made the remarks at a
joint briefing with his Bangladesh
counterpart Momen at state guesthouse
Padma after holding their bilateral
talks, adds UNB.

Mentioning that the Rohingya
issue has become a huge burden for
Bangladesh, the Turkish minister
assured Dhaka of Ankara’s continuous
support to resolve the crisis. “This
burden could be shared by the
international community.”

Cavusoglu said the Rohingyas
must return to their homeland in a
safe, voluntary and dignified manner
and this is one of the areas where the
two countries will continue to work
together.

He congratulated Bangladesh for
successfully fighting Covid-19 under
the leadership of the PM. “We will
provide more support if Bangladesh
needs.”

He said they discussed how to build
a Turkish hospital in Bangladesh and
that they were working on different
models.

The Turkish minister congratulated
Bangladesh on the occasion of the
birth centenary of Father of the
Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman and 50 years of Bangladesh’s
Independence, to be celebrated in
March next year.

Earlier, the two foreign ministers
discussed bilateral and regional issues,
including the Rohingya situation.

They met briefly at the same venue
prior to the bilateral meeting.

Cavusoglu arrived in Dhaka on
Tuesday night. Foreign Secretary
Masud Bin Momen received him at
Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport.

Freeze 613 bank accounts

FROM PAGE 1

Department of police yesterday also
filed an application with a Dhaka court
to freeze bank accounts and seize illegal
properties of Papul, his family members
and associates.

The move came a day after the CID
filed a money laundering case against
them.

“While investigating a human
trafficking case filed earlier against Papul
and his associates, we found evidence
of money laundering. We hope the
court will soon consider our prayer to
freeze illegal properties which were
amassed through human trafficking,”
CID chief Mahbubur Rahman, also an
additional inspector general of police,
told reporters at his office yesterday.

According to CID findings, Papul
and his family members amassed more
than Tk 355 crore. Transactions were
made from 526 bank accounts and
fixed deposit receipts (FDRs) of 13
banks. Over Tk 130 crore is still in these
accounts.

CID officials said they have found
evidence that at least Tk 38.22 crore
was amassed mainly through human
trafficking since 2016.

On Tuesday, the CID filed the money
laundering case with Paltan Police
Station against Papul, his daughter Wafa
Islam, brother Kazi Badrul Alam Liton,
sister-in-law Jesmin Prodhan, staffers
Sadiqur Rahman Monir and Golam
Mostafa, and two overseas employment
agencies owned by Badrul and Jesmin.

The CID said they were investigating
whether Papul’s wife Selina Islam, also
a lawmaker, was involved in human
trafficking.

During the briefing, the CID chief
said names of some other people
surfaced during the investigation and
they would press charges against them
if they found evidence in this regard.

“You cannot stop human trafficking
if you cannot nab the big fishes in the
racket. We are working to stop it,” the
CID chief said.

The CID official suspected that the
accused might have amassed more
wealth illegally. He said prime accused
Papul could have illegal assets abroad.
Information regarding this will be
obtained from the financial intelligence
units of the respective foreign countries
through mutual legal assistance
requests.

This is the third case filed against the
lawmaker and his family members so
far.

On July 7, Kuwait-returnee Abdul
Alim from Naogaon filed a human
trafficking case against Papul with
Motijheel Police Station.

The ACC on November 11 had filed
a case against Papul, his wife, daughter
and sister-in-law over laundering Tk
148 crore.

The High Court on Tuesday ordered
Papul’s wife and daughter to surrender
before the lower court concerned by
December 28 in the money laundering
case.
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Bikers go on a pavement in the capital’s Banglamotor area yesterday and weave through a group of pedestrians.
The authorities had set up iron poles on the pavement to stop bikers from violating traffic rules, but one of them
is missing, allowing some bikers to get on the pavement.
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The unlucky 7

FROM PAGE 1

“If all our demands are not fulfilled
within a week, we will not wait for
police permission for our movement,”
he said.

Their main demand is to reduce
session jam in the colleges, Shahriar
said, with only one batch of students
per session.

The students’ other demands are
that the number of courses students are
allowed to fail in and still be promoted
to the next year be raised from two to
three, all exam results be published
within 90 days, and that the newly
attached word “affiliate” be removed
from their certificates.

On Tuesday, the principals of the
seven colleges held a meeting after the
students announced their protest.

At the meeting -- chaired by
Professor Muhammad Abdul Moyeen,
chief coordinator of the seven colleges
-- they decided to start taking the
postponed exams from January 20.

Contacted, Prof IK Selim Ullah
Khandaker, coordinator of the seven
colleges, said three sessions’ final
exams, which had been postponed in
March, will be resumed on a priority
basis.

The other four sessions’ exams,
scheduled to be held in July this year,
will now be held using the OMR
(Optical Mark Reading) method -- tests
with multiple choice questions instead
of written ones.

Selim Ullah, also the principal of
Kabi Nazrul Government College, said

they will start taking class assignments
and presentations online from
December 26, the date when Dhaka
University announced it would start
their final exams.

The DU authorities said they were
preparing to hold the exams of honours
courses using the OMR method
instead of written tests to complete the
postponed examinations quickly.

“Except for the master's exams,
we are waiting for the government’s
decision and preparing to hold the
rest of the tests in the future using the
OMR method,” said Bahalul Haque
Chowdhury, examinations controller
of DU.

DRAWN-OUT AFFILIATION
PROCESS

In 2017, the seven colleges were
brought under DU from National
University (NU) with the aim of
increasing the quality of education and
reducing session jam.

However, this affiliation -- without a
proper plan to make it work -- only put
students in trouble with uncertainty
over their examination schedules and
results, even now three years on.

It was an unpopular decision at
DU, where its students held protests in
July last year and in January 2018 over
concerns with the overall affiliation
and opposition to the seven colleges’
students receiving the same certificates
DU students received.

But as the system finally started
getting into shape, came the Covid-19
pandemic -- dashing the career

ambitions of nearly 200,000 students
in the seven colleges.

They are now lagging behind the
NU colleges in completing their
graduation and post-graduation, the
students alleged.

“My batch mates at NU completed
their post-graduation in August last
year whereas we're still in the dark
about our exam schedule. We used to
think NU college students faced bad
session jam, but ours is even worse,”
said Ishrat Jahan, a master’s student of
Government Titumir College.

Ishrat was admitted into the college
in the 2012-13 academic year, when it
was under NU.

Students of the 2016-17 session --
the last batch while still under NU --
are the worst sufferers of session jam.

“We are one year behind the
National University students. Their
final tests are also on hold due to the
coronavirus situation. But we only
just started our fourth year,” a Dhaka
College student told The Daily Star,
requesting anonymity.

Eden Mohila College postgraduate
student Mahmuda Jahan said, “When
we speak to the principals, they say
they can’'t do anything until Dhaka
University gives a decision. We've
wasted almost a year and a half
during the affiliation process. Now
we have also been stuck for nine
more months.

“If the situation remains unchanged,
many of us won't be able to apply to
government jobs because of our age.”

1,731,420

78,755,899
Total cases

7-day quarantine

FROM PAGE 1

“Apart from our ministry, the foreign
ministry, and the health ministry,
the Prime Minister's Office is also
monitoring the UK issue ... Stopping air
communication is not a big deal ... We
will take necessary steps in time.”

At the same event, Civil Aviation
Authority of Bangladesh (CAAB)
Chairman Air Vice-Marshal M Mafidur
Rahman said, “Passengers arriving
from the UK [in all three international
airports| will be screened separately ...
so that the risk that is being talked about
can be mitigated.”

Asked what action would be taken
in case passengers from the UK transit
in another country, the CAAB chairman
said, “Airlines have been asked to
provide us with the list of passengers in
advance who are coming to Dhaka ...
This will ensure separate health check-
ups for them.”

MEASURES ADEQUATE?

More than 40 countries have banned UK
arrivals because of concerns about the
spread of the new variant of coronavirus.
Spain, India, and Hong Kong suspended
flights from the UK, reports BBC.

Experts said for Bangladesh there was
no need to cancel flights from the UK
“right now”. However, implementation
of “a stringent” screening process at
airports was important.

“Shutting down flights is the last
step to curb transmission. For now, it is
more important to maintain stringent
screening,” Mushtuq Hussain, consultant
of the Institute of Epidemiology, Disease
Control and Research (IEDCR) told The
Daily Star last night.

Echoing him, Prof Ridwanur Rahman,
an infectious disease specialist, told this
newspaper, “The plan is okay. But we are
sceptical about how rigorously the plan
will be implemented as there have been
examples of many such announcements
before.

“If the plan is a mere announcement,
the problem may turn more severe than
that of the previous time,” he warned.
DAILY UPDATE
In the 24 hours ending at 8:00am
yesterday, 30 more people died from
Covid-19 and 1,367 new cases of the
novel coronavirus were detected, taking
the tally of infections to 504,868.

With the latest figure of deaths, the
death toll due to Covid-19 climbed
to 7,359 which is 1.46 percent of all
confirmed cases.

As another 2,416 patients recovered
from the illness, the total number of
recoveries rose to 444,345.

As many as 15,932 samples were
tested at 161 authorised labs across the
country in the same 24 hours, yielding a
positivity rate of 8.58 percent.

Pornography

FROM PAGE 1

to monitor the consumption and
technological capacity to stop this
menace.”

“However,” he added, “we are
working on using artificial intelligence
and designing new software to
track and identify porn users and
producers.”

PORN POPULARITY RISING

Using Google Trends, which analyses
the popularity of top search queries in
Google Search in a particular region
or country, The Daily Star explored
popularity of a collection of search
terms that are used in Google to visit
porn sites by Bangladeshi users. These
terms are “Sex Video”, “Porn”, “XXX
Video”, “Bangla Sex Video”, etc.

The time period of the analysis was
fixed from February 2017 to October
31, 2020 as blocking of porn sites
started from January 2017.

The reason behind choosing
Google Trends is that Google estimates
locations of the users even when they
browse internet in incognito mode
(hiding identity) or using a virtual
private network (VPN).

Google Trends measures search
interest in a scale of 0 to 100. The
value of 100 means the search term
is most popular, 50 means the term is
half as popular and 0 means there is
no sufficient data about the term.

The analysis showed these porn
related terms are some of the most
searched phrases on Google by
Bangladeshis.

For instance, the term “Bangla Sex
Video” has been consistently valued
more than 70 since 2017. It has hit the
peak popularity value of 100 several
times and mostly remained over the

spreads amid futile govt ban

value of 90. Throughout September
this year, the popularity value of this
term was above 75.

For the terms “Sex Video”, “Porn”
and “XXX Video”, Google Trends show
similar results. All these search items
reached the peak popularity value
several times in the last three years and
most of the times remained above 75.

Google Trends also revealed
popularity percentage of other
related terms that Bangladeshi users
used while searching for the above
mentioned terms. And, these data are
even more alarming.

For instance, those who searched
for “Sex Video” and “Bangla Sex
Video” also searched for the terms
“Porn Video”, “New Bangla Sex
Video”, New Sex Video” and “New
Bangla Sex” whose popularity value
are 100, 100, 99 and 97 respectively.

Popularity of web porn among
Bangladeshi users can be better
understood when these search items
are compared with other popular
search items. Within the same time
period (2017-October, 2020), “Sex
Video” had the popularity value 50,
“Cricket” 22, “Bangla Song” 10, and
“Hindi Movie” 7.

One interesting part of the analysis
is popularity of these pornographic
search terms dropped sharply (even
up to below 50) during May-June in
2017, 2018, and 2019 and April-May
in 2020 which were in and around the
holy month of Ramadan.

Ahmad Musaffa Chowdhury, a
software architect and director of
Corpovisuals, a technology and
communication agency, said Google
estimates its users’ locations even
when they browse internet using VPN.

“For instance, if you log in to your
Google account and watch some videos
on YouTube, you may still see similar
content suggestions next time you go to
the website while connected to a VPN.”

He  added, “It is  quite
understandable that Google uses these
data for itself and a part of these data
are shared through Google Trends. So
it is quite possible to estimate search
interest reliably by analysing Google
Trends data.”

Prof AKM  Ashikur Rahman,
department of computer science and
engineering at Buet, said, “Google can
track users depending on their search
behaviour. Many third party VPN
applications also share information
with Google as these applications
are often used as add-ons to the web
browser or run in operating systems
designed by Google.”

WAY TO CONTROL?

The Cyber Crime Investigation
Division of Dhaka Metropolitan Police
is tasked with patrolling, preventing,
detecting and investigating cybercrime
in Dhaka city.

AFM Al Kibria, deputy
commissioner of the division, said,
“We are patrolling the cyberspace
constantly. But pornography in these
days is spreading so fast through
social media and other new sites that
it is extremely difficult for us to stop it
effectively.

“However, if someone notifies
us about any crime related to it, we
are able to track the offender down
immediately and request Bangladesh
Telecommunication Regulatory
Commission [BTRC] to block the
content or the website.”

In fact, BTRC sees no solution

except blocking more websites to stop
the porn menace.

Md Jahurul Haque, chairman of
BTRC said, “We have discussed with
the global tech giants several times
to block adult contents. But they
don’t always comply with our request
because their definition of adult or
obscene content is different from us.

“Therefore, 1 don’'t see any
alternative to blocking more websites
and even social media sites if necessary.
Blocking foreign social media sites
and developing similar sites of our
own, according to our own ethical
values, like China did, is probably
the only solution. However, if we
block the social media, journalists
and youths will get agitated. It’s like a
double edged sword.”

Prof AKM Ashikur Rahman,
department of computer science
and engineering at Buet, has been
researching on wireless and sensor
networks and artificial intelligence for
decades.

He said, “At first, we need to
collect data on the pattern of porn
consumption such as preferred time,
age group of users, etc. Then, using
artificial intelligence it is possible
to detect which networks are being
mostly used for consuming video
content at a particular time. In this
way, the agencies will get some useful
information which may pave the
way for effective measures to stop
pornography.”

“However,” he added, “we need
more research and innovation in this
field. If the government engages our
researchers and invest on it, we shall
be able to find a way to control its
spread effectively.”

M.Sc. in
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Email: nazratunofficial@gmail.com
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with all”.

directives.

domestic market.

Formulate another

Shamsul Alam, member of General Economics Division
of the Planning Commission, presented the final 8th
Fifth Year Plan with the slogan “Towards the prosperity

Hasina saw the plans of various ministries and
divisions in the 8th Fifth Year Plan and gave necessary

She asked the Planning Commission to prepare separate
highlights on the strategy and action plan of the Plan.

The 8th Fifth Year Plan will be approved in the next
meeting of the Executive Committee of the National
Economic Council.

Speaking at the meeting, the premier said she planned
a roadmap for the country’s development when she was
in a sub-jail in the capital during the tenure of the 1/11
caretaker government.

She asked the authorities concerned to work for
expanding markets of Bangladeshi products in regional
and international arena alongside creating a stronger

Cabinet Secretary Khandaker Anwarul Islam, Principal
Secretary Ahmad Kaikaus, Bangladesh Bank Governor
Fazle Kabir, Senior Secretary to the Planning Commission
M Asadul Islam and Senior Secretary to the finance
ministry Abdur Rouf were present in the meeting.
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HC grants bail

to mother of two
children crying
on court premises

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Following media reports on two children
crying at a lower court premises in Dhaka
for their detained parents, the High Court
yesterday granted bail to their mother
Washima Akhtar (41) for six months in
a criminal case and asked authorities to
release her immediately from jail custody.

It also issued a rule asking authorities
of the state to explain in four weeks why
Tofail Ahmed (41), father of the children,
and Washima should not be granted bail.

The HC bench of Justice M Enayetur
Rahim and Justice Md Mostafizur Rahman
came up with the order and rule on a suo
muto (voluntary) move following reports
on Channel 24 and Shomoy Television on
December 22 on the plight of the children.

Supreme Court lawyers Moniruzzaman
Asad, Mohammad Shishir Manir and
Cumar Debul Dey placed the written
version of the reports along with relevant
documents before the HC bench for
necessary order on this issue.

Shishir Manir told The Daily Star that
Tofail Ahmed and his wife used to live

SEE PAGE 4 COL 3
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Vendors have once again stationed their stalls and brought back the Santa hats, indoor decorations and confetti
ahead of Christmas, and people are busy deciding which items to get for the big celebration. Usually, Christmas
brings with it many programmes across the country, however, the pandemic will surely affect this year’s

festivities. This photo was taken on Tuesday from the capital’s Holy Cross Road.
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Open dorms before
exams: DU students

UNB, Dhaka

A group of Dhaka University students yesterday demanded ensuring
residential facilities for them before hosting exams for honour's final year
and masters from December 26 amid the coronavirus pandemic.

They put forth six demands from a human chain held at the base of
Raju Memorial Sculpture on the campus, including reopening dormitories;
taking review classes of every course for those who couldn't join online
classes; and ensuring transportation facilities for non-residential students.

They also urged authorities not to hold two semester final exams at the
same time, and to give students enough time to prepare for exams.

Mehedi Hasan, a final-year student of Islamic studies, said, “Where are we
going to stay in Dhaka if the dorms remain shut? We come from low- and
middle-income families and can't afford to stay in hotels during exams.”

“The risk of a second Covid-19 wave is looming. Many of us can't afford
to pay the security deposit that most landlords demand,” he said.

Atik Morshed, another student from international business department,
termed the university’s decision to hold exams without ensuring
residential facilities “illogical”. He said, “It's a matter of shame that our
vice-chancellor says he doesn’t know where students will stay. It's the
university’s responsibility to ensure residential facilities for its students.”

The students threatened to intensify their protest if the university
authorities fail to manage accommodation facilities.

Meanwhile, some leaders and activists of Bangladesh Sadharan Chhatra
Odhikar Parishad held a separate protest at the base of Raju Memorial
Sculpture to press home four demands, including reopening dorms
maintaining health guidelines, ensuring security for examinees and setting
up a separate Covid-19 unit at Dhaka University medical centre for students.

Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal also gave a memorandum to Vice-Chancellor
Prof Akhtaruzzaman with similar demands.

Dummy ExpPLOSIVE RECOVERED FROM US EMBASSY

Security guard staged
it for reward: police

He was awarded in 2015 for recovering crude bomb

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The recovery of a bag with a dummy
explosive from US embassy earlier this
month was staged by a security guard of
the embassy, police said yesterday.

Two youths supposedly threw a “black
bag” at a security guard of the embassy
following an altercation and ran away on
December 2. Later, the bomb disposal unit
of Counter Terrorism and Transnational
Crime (CTTC) unit of Dhaka Metropolitan
police found a matchbox, a cup wrapped
with black tape, some wire and a knife
inside the bag.

Law enforcers yesterday said the whole
incident was staged by security guard Zakir
Hossain Mollah, who apparently did it for
reward.

Seeking anonymity, an official of CTTC
said the bag was kept there by Zakir

“He wanted reward from the
authorities,” the official said, adding that
earlier in 2015, Zakir had received ‘Guard
of the Year’ award for recovering a crude
bomb from the premises during the
political unrest going on at the time.

Zakir was sent to jail yesterday after
police produced him before a court
showing him arrested under section 54.

According to police, law enforcers were
looking at the footage of closed-circuit
cameras installed at the embassy where
they saw a security guard opening the
window of the guard’s room, removing the
curtain and throwing the bag.

Zakir was on duty at the station at that
time.

Later, during interrogation, Zakir, who
has been working at the US embassy for 17
years as an employee of a security agency,

Prioritise hiring
consultants with
local expertise

Says JS body on railways ministry

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A parliamentary body yesterday
recommended discouraging foreign
companies or individuals to be hired

as consultants for various rail projects,
and encouraging selection of qualified
companies or individuals with domestic
experience.

The parliamentary standing committee
on railways ministry came up with the
recommendation at its meeting at the
Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban.

Awami League MP and chairman of the
parliamentary watchdog ABM Fazle Karim
Chowdhury presided over the meeting.

Committee members and Railways
Minister Md Nurul Islam Sujan, Md
Shafiqul Azam Khan, Gazi Mohammad
Shah Nawaz and Nadira Yasmin Jolly,
among others, attended the meeting.

Different issues including action
taken against lease-holder for violating
the condition of parking in front

Body cameras for police
need of the hour: experts

Say it will ensure transparency, accountability; no decision
yet to implement across country, says home minister

MUNTAKIM SAAD

In the wake of “gunfight” incidents involving law
enforcement agencies and instances of lethal use
of force, equipping police with body-worn cameras
can ensure transparency and accountability,
according to criminologists and rights activists.

A body camera is a wearable audio, video, or
photographic recording system used to record
events in which law enforcement officers are
involved. They are typically worn on the torso,
attached to the officer’s uniform.

Law enforcers in the country at present use such
cameras for traffic control at some places, but it is
not mandatory. Besides, there are many check-posts
where CCTV has not been installed, according to a
home ministry official.

Every time a “gunfight” or any incident involving
law enforcement agencies takes place, police give
their own versions, which often contradict reality,
said rights activists.

They said the recent killing of Maj (retd)

subsequent narrative of the shooting once again
exposed the lack of public trust and confidence in
law enforcement.

After the incident at Shamlapur check-post on
the night of July 31, police claimed that their officer
had to open fire on Sinha as he tried to raise his
gun.

However, Rapid Action Battalion, the agency
investigating the incident, stated the complete
opposite, saying that Sinha had no gun in his hand
at that moment.

The probe committee formed by the home
ministry to investigate the killing could not confirm
whether it was premeditated or an instant action.

It recommended use of body cameras for on-
duty police officers and CCIV at check-posts,
according to a home ministry source.

An effective source of record, the device can
also help connect the dots in the course of an
investigation, as it offers real-time information
when used.

himself.

admitted his involvement.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

Sinha Mohammad Rashed Khan by police and SEE PAGE 4 COL 1

Rab arrests 6
with cocaine
worth Tk 60cr

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Rab claimed to have
arrested six drug peddlers
with two kgs of cocaine in
their possession in separate
drives at Dhaka’s Jatrabari
and Gulistan areas on
Tuesday.

The arrestees are Sultan
Hasan (50), Hannan (35),
Uzzal (28), Uday Das (52),
Palash Dey (58), and Firoz
Alam Khan (50).

A team of Rab first
arrested three of them from
Jatrabari’s Konapara area
around 4pm and recovered
one kg cocaine, Maj
Shahrier Ziaur Rahman,
second-in-command of
Rab-10, told The Daily Star.

Later, based on
their information, Rab
conducted another drive
at a hotel in Gulistan and
arrested three others with
another one kg drugs, he
added.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

SYLHET TRANSPORT STRIKE CONTINUES

Commuters left helpless = |

Our CORRESPONDENT, SYLHET

Commuters of Sylhet continued to suffer, as
road communication of the division with
rest of the country remained suspended for
the second consecutive day yesterday.

Greater Sylhet Stone-related Traders
and Workers Union along with transport
workers reportedly enforced the strike on
Tuesday at 6am, demanding resumption of
stone extraction.

Since that morning, transport workers
blockaded all important roads around
Sylhet city, district towns and other major
upazila towns of the division. They were
seen blocking ways of private vehicles too.

Sobibur Rahman, a vegetable trader,
said a covered truck carrying his vegetables
could not enter the city, as protestors
blocked Humayun Rashid Chattar, one of
the entry points.

“I needed to hire push-carts to take the
vegetables to the depot. That will raise
prices of vegetables and consumers will
have to bear the brunt,” he said.

Visiting several kitchen markets in the
city, this correspondent witnessed shortage
of necessary daily perishable commodities.
Their prices had gone up as well.

Asno publictransportvehicles, including
CNG-run auto-rickshaws, are plying the

roads, city dwellers are being forced to use
rickshaws and ride-sharing motorcycles to
reach their destination.

Rickshaw-pullers raised fares
significantly and ride-sharing bikers are
charging extra over the base fare, adding
more trouble for regular commuters.

Nagar Express, a dedicated bus service
initiated by Sylhet City Corporation,
remains suspended, as they are in fear of
protestors beating people and vandalising.

Moklisur Rahman Kamran, convenor of
City Bus Owner Group and a city councillor,
said, “We are not part of the strike, but our
bus drivers and helpers were intimidated,
and in some areas beaten, for plying on the
roads. That's why we are not being able to
provide the service.”

Abdul Jalil, convenor of the union that
called the strike, said, “The 72-hour strike
will continue till Friday morning, if the
government does not meet our demand.
There are lakhs of people in need and we
must think of them.”

Till this February 10, several HC and
government orders were issued to stop stone
extraction, and during the first months of
the pandemic, the administration started
enforcing laws in this regard. The Bureau of
Mining Development also stopped leasing
out quarries.

Vegetable traders are being forced to hire rickshaw-vans, incurring extra costs, to take the products to their
destinations, as the transport strike in Sylhet division continues. Many reported seeing protesters blocking all kinds
of vehicles, and roads looked almost deserted. This photo was taken yesterday from Humayun Rashid Chattar, on
the outskirts of Sylhet city.

PHOTO: SHEIKH NASIR

Post-covib LABOUR MARKET
Govt training
workers for skilled
manpower: minister

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

SIX-YEAR-OLD'S MURDER IN CoXx’s BAzAR

SC stays three death
row convicts’ acquittal

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
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Since her husband, a tailor, became paralysed, Farida Begum has been struggling to survive. She used to make
some money through selling food to offices and shops, but that income stopped during the pandemic. Recently
she has begun selling cooked food in front of Engineering University School in the capital. She makes around Tk
300-400 per day in profit after buying groceries worth Tk 500 for the business and her family. She manages rent
and living with this income.

PHOTO: AMRAN HOSSAIN

The Appellate Division of the Supreme Court yesterday stayed for eight
weeks a High Court verdict that acquitted three who were sentenced to
death by the trial court in a case filed for abducting and killing a six-year-
old schoolboy in Cox’s Bazar in 2013.

Chamber judge of the Appellate Division Justice Hasan Foez Siddique
passed the stay order following a petition filed by the state seeking a stay
on the HC judgement.

Deputy Attorney General Dr Md Bashir Ullah told The Daily Star that
the three convicts of Hridoy abduction and killing case will have to remain
in condemned cell following the apex court’s stay order.

He said the Appellate Division passed the stay order considering his
arguments that the three convicts had given confessional statements
to the magistrate concerned and two witnesses had seen them abduct
Hridoy.

The state will move a leave to appeal petition before the Appellate
Division challenging the HC verdict, DAG Bashir Ullah added.

The HC on December 7 acquitted convicts Abdul Khaleque, Bahadur
Miah and Abdus Shukkur of the charges of abducting and killing Md
Hridoy, saying that the allegations brought against them were not proved
beyond reasonable doubt.

The HC bench of Justice Krishna Debnath and Justice ASM Abdul
Mobin delivered the verdict after hearing the appeals filed by accused
Khaleque and Bahadur, death reference (lower court record) of the case
and examining relevant documents and evidence.

Khaleque and Bahadur are now in the jail while Shukkur is now on

SEE PAGE 4 COL 3

The government is training workers to
send skilled Bangladeshi workforce to the
post-Covid global labour market, said
Expatriates’ Welfare Minister Imran Ahmad
yesterday.

The ministry has taken different
initiatives during the pandemic for the
wellbeing of migrant workers and their
family members while more initiatives will
be taken in future, he said.

The minister was addressing a views
exchange meeting with migration sector
stakeholders at Prabashi Kalyan Bhaban
in the capital, said a press release of the
ministry.

Bangladesh Overseas Employment and
Services Limited organised the meeting
to inform stakeholders about its services
and activities, marking the International
Migrants Day 2020, said the release.

Addressing the event as chief guest,
Imran Ahmad said a specialised technical
training centre (TTC) was under
construction in Manikganj’s Singair
to provide modern and practical skills
training to the workers.
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Body cameras
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In many countries, video footage acts as evidence
to investigate an incident. The death of George
Floyd at Minneapolis in the US that sparked
“Black Lives Matter/I Can't Breathe” movement is
a glaring example.

Two body-worn camera videos from the day
Floyd was killed by police were publicly released
by a Minneapolis court, after a coalition of
media companies intervened and argued for their
unrestrained release.

Prof Omar Faruk of Department of Criminology
and Police Science at Mawlana Bhashani Science
and Technology University said usage of body
cameras will take law-enforcement agencies one-
step ahead in modernising the force and ensuring
transparency.

“But our police force should keep in mind that
these devices are introduced to modernise the
service. If they are misused and applied to stage
incidents, the consequences will be bad,” he said.

He also said transparency will be ensured if all
police check-posts are brought under coverage of
body cameras and CCTV.

When used, body cameras would record law
enforcers’ interactions with people, or gather
video evidence at crime scenes.

There are many allegations that police take
advantage of people in the name of searching at
check-posts, like demanding money after putting
yaba pills or other drugs in their pockets, and
confiscating valuables from their possession but
not recording them properly in the seizure list.

Crime analysts say the use of such information
technology will also help prevent such
irregularities.

At least 196 people have been victims of
extrajudicial killings and custodial deaths this year.
It was 388 in 2019, according to data compiled by
Ain O Salish Kendra (ASK) from media reports.

Prominent rights activist Nur Khan said CCTV,
body cameras and other possible technical facilities
may help in identifying police involvement with

crimes and criminals’ actions.

He, however, said the effectiveness of those
devices depends on enforcement.

“Say for example, the CCTV footage of Teknaf
Police Station before and after the Sinha killing
was missing, as police claimed there was a
technical glitch,” he said.

About incidents like “gunfights”, Nur Khan
said, “If the state wants, only then will such
incidents stop. Body cameras may help to some
extent, but it cannot be reduced to zero if the state
does not want so. The incidents of ‘gunfights’
came down significantly in the last few months,”
he noted.

Inspector General of Police Benazir Ahmed, at
the inauguration of tactical belts on December 15,
said many officers of Dhaka Metropolitan Police
(DMP) have been using body cameras for the
last few years, but the initiative have not yet been
expanded.

Although the cameras are quite expensive, and
it will be impossible to give them to all officers
in the next year, the devices will be gradually
distributed, he said.

The traffic department and check-posts will be
prioritised in this regard, he added.

Asked, Walid Hossain, deputy commissioner
(media) of DMP, told The Daily Star that DMP
will soon start using body cameras at every check-
post, subject to the home ministry’s approval.

“It's now being operated at some check-posts
and traffic points,” he added.

“We have applied to procure 200 high-quality
body-worn cameras for officers to use at check-
posts,” the DMP official said, adding that earlier,
GoPros and body-worn cameras were mostly used
by the traffic department since December 2014.

Talking to The Daily Star, Home Minister
Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal said the initiative is
still at discussion level.

“We do it in some places on trial basis. But
there is no decision yet to implement it across the
country,” he said.
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SC stays

FROM PAGE 3
the run, Mohammad Shishir Manir, a defence lawyer for Khaleque and
Bahadur, told this newspaper on December 7.

The HC appointed Shahnaz Haque as a state defence lawyer for Shukkur
as he is absconding.

He said the HC bench acquitted the three as it was proved that Khaleque
and Bahadur were tortured and forced to give the confessional statements.

Their statements were recorded at the same time in the magistrate’s
room violating relevant provisions of law, he said, adding that there were
inconsistencies in the confessional statements.

Shishir Manir said there is no other evidence and documents in the case
to prove the allegations against the three who were sentenced to death.
The lawyer said he prayed to the HC to order the government to conduct
further investigation in order to find out the real kidnappers and killers.

The HC may issue necessary directives to this effect in the full text of its
verdict, he added.

Md Hridoy, a nursery student and son of Nurul Haque from Uttar
Nunirchara in Cox’s Bazar, was abducted while he was returning home
from school on July 4, 2013. The kidnappers then phoned Hridoy’s elder
brother Md Yousuf, demanding Tk 3 lakh for his release.

The following day, police recovered Hridoy’s body from Kalatali Road
area. Later, Victim’s father filed a murder a case with Cox’s Bazar Model
Police Station.

HC grants

FROM PAGE 3

with their two children -- aged three and a half years and two and a
half years -- at the home of Washima’s mother Momena Begum in Old
Dhaka.

Momena Begum had filed a case with the Metropolitan Magistrate
Court in Dhaka on December 2 against Tofail and Washima on charge of
threatening and attempting to beat her (Momena).

Metropolitan Magistrate of Dhaka Mamunur Rashid then issued an
arrest warrant against Tofail and Washima in the case.

Bangshal police arrested Tofail and Washima on December 18 and
produced them to the magistrate the same day. The magistrate then sent
them to jail rejecting their bail petition.

On December 22, the magistrate had again rejected their bail petition
in the case, following which their children started crying profusely at the
court premises, he said.

The children are now with their neighbours, Shishir Manir said.

IMPORTING FAKE SEWING MACHINES
2 Chinese nationals held

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Criminal Investigation Department (CID) of police on
Tuesday arrested two Chinese nationals from the capital for
allegedly importing fake sewing machines to the country.

A total of 585 pieces of machine with Singer and
1,100 pieces with Butterfly logos were recovered from two
warehouses in Turag area. Their estimated market value is
Tk 70 lakh, Additional DIG Omar Farooq told reporters at
a press conference held at the CID office yesterday.

The arrestees are -- Hao Xiaoping alias Bob Hao (41),
and Su Yin (35).

Rab arrests

FROM PAGE 3

The Rab official said after initial testing, the seized items
were found to be cocaine. The street value of it is around
Tk 60 crore, he said.

During primary interrogation, the arrestees admitted
they are members of an international drug trafficking gang,
Maj Shahrier said. Rab officials said the arrestees collected
the cocaine from a neighbouring country and were waiting
for an opportune time to ship to Singapore.

Prioritise hiring

FROM PAGE 3

of Chattogram Railway Station and recovering of illegally
occupied railways lands in Natore were discussed.

The meeting also recommended transport of passengers
in compliance with health rules.

The meeting discussed the implementation progress of
ongoing projects of Bangladesh Railway and the reasons
for increase of expenditure and time.

The committee emphasised on strengthening
procurement management, including appointment of
skilled project directors, so as not to increase time and cost
of projects.

The meeting also discussed the progress of the proposed
projects of Bangladesh Railway.

Scientists achieve quantum

FROM PAGE 12

fidelity. This network was built with off-the-shelf
equipment, which would be compatible with existing
internet infrastructure.

Qubits work by replacing traditional bits - the ‘1’s” and
‘0’s’ used to encode digital information - with quantum
bits, or qubits.

These are able to function as both a ‘1" and a ‘0 at the
same time by existing in a state of superposition, meaning
each new qubit added to the computer increases its power
exponentially rather than linearly.

Quantum teleportation, therefore, is a transfer of
quantum states from one location to the other. This
transfer was done using quantum entanglement, where two
particles are linked in such a way that information shared
with one is shared with the other at exactly the same time.

This is because the particles exist in states of probabilities,
where their exact position, momentum, and spin is not
determined until the particle has been measured.

Photons behave in this way, becoming a wave or a
particle depending on how they are measured.

BSF kills another Bangladeshi
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Family members and locals took Khairul to Mymensingh
Medical College Hospital where doctors declared him
dead.

The body was sent to the morgue for autopsy, said Md
Mahmudul Hasan, officer-in-charge of Haluaghat Police
Station.

The incident might have happened when the man was
attempting to go across the border, said Lt Col Tauhid
Mahmud, commanding officer of BGB Battalion-39.

The BGB is looking into the matter, he added.

At least 48 Bangladeshi citizens have been killed along
the Indo-Bangla border this year, according to Rights Body
Ain o Salish Kendra.

At least 15 people were killed in 2018 while the number
rose to 43 last year, it said.

The five-day director general-level conference between
the BGB and BSF started in India’s Guwahati on Tuesday.

Killing of Bangladeshis by BSE, smuggling of drugs
and illegal arms into the country from India, illegal
trespassing by Indian nationals including BSF members,
and sharing of intelligence between the two forces are
among the key issues being discussed at the conference.

BGB DG Maj Gen Shafeenul Islam is leading the
11-memebr Bangladeshi team while BSF DG Rakesh
Asthana is heading the BSF team.

The last BGB-BSF DG-level conference was held on
September 19 in Dhaka where the BSF DG said they are
working out a strategy to bring the killings at the India-
Bangladesh border areas down to zero.

AGM 2020
St. Joseph Old Boys’ Foundation (SJOBF)

The Executive Committee of St. Joseph Old Boys’ Foundation (SJOBF)
requests you to join the Annual General Meeting of 2020
to be held at School premises on Friday, January 08, 2021

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Venue: St. Joseph Higher Secondary School
97 Asad Avenue, Mohammadpur, Dhaka
Date: January 08, 2021 (Friday)

Time: 4:00 PM onwards

Farmers fear crop loss as cold spell lingers
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different types of pesticides and anti-fungal medicines to protect the plants during fog and cold,” said Ahsanur Rahman

of Chhoto Balia villager of the same upazila.

“It will increase our production cost. We don’t know how we will meet our additional expenses,” he told The Daily

Star.

Contacted, Aftab Ahmed, deputy director of the Department of Agricultural Extension in Thakurgaon, said they are

giving advices and assistance to farmers for protecting their crops.

Meanwhile, yesterday’s lowest temperature in the country was recorded at 8.3 degrees Celsius at Tentulia in Panchagarh,

says the Met Office.

“Mild cold wave is sweeping over the regions of Sreemangal, Tentulia, Rajarhat and Chuadanga,” read a weather

bulletin.

“It may continue,” said the bulletin of Bangladesh Meteorological Department.

100 Bangladeshis
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Their flight was cancelled and
the workers were sent back to
Dhaka from Abu Dhabi.

Returning to Dhaka,
many workers were seen
crying helplessly.

Among the expatriate
workers, Sabina Akhter and
Taslima Akhter, hailing from
Cumilla, said they spent Tk
2.5 lakh each to go to Saudi
Arabia.

They said they had not
informed their families
about their return and now
they could not return to
their homes.

Later, Brac arranged food
and accommodation for
them at its safe home.

Contacted, Fakhrul Islam,
assistant director of Probashi
Kalyan Desk at Hazrat
Shahjalal International
Airport, told The Daily Star
that they have information
that around 79 Bangladeshi
workers were sent back to
Dhaka Monday night.

“We don't have complete
information about the
migrant workers who were
sent back from different
airports on their way to
Saudi Arabia as the airlines
concerned didn't report to
us. We are trying to collect
information,” added Fakhrul.

On Monday, Saudi Arabia
suspended all international
flights for a week amid
reports of the appearance of
a new mutated strain of the
novel coronavirus in the UK.

The suspension casts
uncertainty on the return
of Bangladeshi expatriate
workers to their workplaces
in the Gulf country.

Biman Bangladesh
Airlines also suspended
its all flights to and from
Jeddah, Riyadh, and
Dammam for a week
from Monday due to the
suspension imposed by the
Saudi authorities.
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visited Birulia in Savar yesterday to inspect the location.

proposed locations.

on the city,” he said.

DSCC mayor said.

he said.
terminals are part of it,” he said.

next year.

district buses will stop at certain fixed places.

permission to enter the city, he added.

route.

initiative, he added.

Govt plans 4 terminals on city fringes

Dhaka South City Corporation Mayor Sheikh Fazle Noor Taposh, who led the committee, said
it had proposed 10 locations for inter-district bus terminals earlier, selected four of them and

Taposh said they think four terminals can be accepted and they will also visit three other

“We will make a decision on it in the next meeting of the bus route rationalisation
committee in January after visiting all four locations,” he said.

Taposh said they will send the proposal to the ministry concerned to make a final decision.

“Our main target is to set up bus terminals on the periphery of Dhaka to reduce pressure

In other countries, inter-district buses do not enter the city but in Dhaka there are three inter-
district bus terminals and inter-district buses using the terminals creates traffic congestion, the

But the city’s bus terminals are not effective, which leads to bus drivers parking on the street
and further worsening traffic congestion and contributing to the chaotic situation in the city,

“We want to bring the whole transport system under discipline and these proposed bus

Taposh said they are continuing their activities so that they can prepare a master plan by

DNCC Mayor Md Atiqul Islam said because of the new bus terminals on the capital’s
periphery, inter-district buses will not be able to enter the city.

He said the public transport vehicles operating in Dhaka will stay inside the city while inter-

After the bus route rationalisation system is implemented, inter-district buses will not get

Atiq said they have decided to bring all public buses of Ghatarchar-Motijheel route under
a single company. Currently, more than 160 buses owned by 29 people are running on the

“We want to bring the city’s whole traffic system under a disciplined system, and as part of
the government's initiative of bus route franchise system, we are going to start the bus service
on Ghatarchar-Motijheel route from April 1 [next year],” he said.

Bus owners and transport workers are also helping the authorities implement their

SC upholds HC order

FROM PAGE 1

The HC also issued a rule asking the state to explain in four
weeks why the case proceedings against Matiur Rahman
should not be scrapped.

The HC bench of Justice Md Rezaul Haque and Justice
Md Atoar Rahman came up with the order and rule
following a petition filed by Matiur seeking cancellation of
the trial proceedings.

On November 12, a Dhaka court framed charges against
Matiur and nine others in the case.

The lower court, however, discharged Prothom Alo Deputy
Editor Anisul Hoque as it found no grounds to frame charges
against him.

The other accused are Kishor Alo Head of Events and
Activation Kabir Bakul, the youth magazine’s events and
activation assistants Shuvashish Pramanik Shuvo and Shah
Paran Tushar, its Senior Assistant Editor Mahitul Alam Pavel,
and stage decorators Jasim Uddin Topu, Mosharraf Hossain,
Md Sujan and Kamrul Hawlader.

Matiur and eight others, now on bail, pleaded not guilty
and demanded justice after Judge KM Emrul Kayesh of the
Metropolitan Sessions Judge’s Court of Dhaka read out the
charges to them.

The court had earlier dismissed five other petitions
submitted by their lawyers to discharge them from the case.

The court then fixed December 14 for starting the trial
of the case.

Abrar’s father Mojibur Rahman filed the case with the 4th
Additional Chief Metropolitan Magistrate’s Court in Dhaka
on November 6.

In the complaint, Mojibur said his son was electrocuted
and became unconscious around 4:30pm on November 1
while attending the programme.

Dhaka’s Additional Chief Metropolitan Magistrate Aminul
Haque took the case into cognisance and ordered the OC of
Mohammadpur Police Station to submit an investigation
report. On January 16 this year, Abdul Alim, inspector of
Mohammadpur Police Station, submitted the probe report to
the court, saying the charges brought against all 10 accused
were found to be true.

Dhaka’s Additional Chief Metropolitan Magistrate Kaisarul
Islam issued arrest warrants to Matiur and nine others in the
case that day. Matiur then got bail from the High Court while
nine others got bails from different lower courts.

On September 20, Dhaka Metropolitan Magistrate
Mohammad Jasim ordered that the case be transferred to the
Dhaka Metropolitan Sessions Judge's Court for trial.

On October 1, the Dhaka Metropolitan Sessions Judge's
Court took cognisance of the charges against Matiur and

Work to establish

FROM PAGE 12
emotion-choked voice that they came forward to
strengthen the Liberation War when many had not
expected that independence would be achieved soon.
Recalling that independence was achieved at the cost
of much blood, the prime minister says, “When I was
imprisoned, you stood by the freedom fighters.”
Revealing a hitherto undisclosed chapter of the
struggle, Bangabandhu says during the last days of non-
cooperation movement he asked Dr Nurullah of Dhaka
Engineering University to produce a radio transmitter
which he would use for giving his last call to the people.
The transmitter was produced. The prime minister also
says on that fateful night of March 25, 1971, he had no
other way but to pass on his last message to Chittagong.

SOURCES: December 25, 1972 issues of Bangladesh
Observer, Dainik Bangla and Dainik Ittefaq.

Death Anniversary of

Today is the 1st Death Anniversary of Late
Rukhsana Samad, wife of Mr. Towhid Samad,

Chairman, Bangladesh General

Insurance

Company Ltd. (BGIC). She died on December

24, 2019.

We are praying to the Almighty Allah for her
eternal peace and to grant her Jannatul
Ferdaous. Ameen !

BGIC Family

BEIC

LT CHRACHET JARPTSTHA TR o138
Bangladesh General Insurance Company Ltd.

US under
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“The whole California
ICU capacity has been
going down. We are all
struggling,” said Dr Imran
Mohammed of Sutter
Roseville Medical Center,
north of Sacramento on
Tuesday. “We really don't
want to see more than this.
We will be challenged to
see further ICU patients
and we will have no place
eventually.”

Many US states and
cities have imposed
lockdowns and business
closures to try to get a
handle on a wave of illness
driven by last month's
Thanksgiving gatherings.

The US Centers for
Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) said on
Tuesday that the altered
coronavirus had not yet
been detected in the United
States.
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Mongla port getting 4,000-tonne
water treatment plant

Town residents will also get water from it

PArTHA CHAKRABORTTY, Bagerhat

A surface water treatment plant, costing Tk 25
crore, is being constructed near Mongla port to
supply freshwater to port users as well as the
crew members and passengers of ships sailing in
and out of the port.

People living or working in areas adjacent to
the port will also be benefitted from the plant,
said officials of the construction project.

According to data provided by Mongla port
authorities, the modern water treatment plant
is being built on 33 decimals of land at Digraj
intersection on Khulna-Mongla highway, five
kilometres away from the port building.

With the tentative completion of the work
set by the end of 2021 or the beginning of 2022,
boundary walls of the plant premises are already
near completion.

Availability of freshwater has been scarce at
the port since its inception in 1947. The supply
of freshwater is also scarce for residents of
Mongla municipality due to high level of salinity
in local rivers and natural water bodies that are
connected to the Bay of Bengal.

Due to the scarcity, most employees of the
port and other offices in Mongla had been
commuting from Khulna city or Bagerhat town.

While speaking with this correspondent,
a number of the employees who commute
regularly, said they were relieved after hearing
the news of the water treatment facility as it will
ease their sufferings immensely.

Mongla port employee Abul Hossain
hoped that supply of freshwater from the
water treatment plant will improve lifestyle of
everyone in and around the port.

Jahirul Haq, chief planning officer of Mongla
port, said out of the water to be supplied from
the water treatment plant, 50 percent would be

The under construction water treatment plant at Digraj intersection

on Khulna-Mongla highway.

consumed by port users and its employees, 10
percent would be sold to subscribers around the
port and the remainder would be supplied to
ships using the port and factories near the port.

The people who had been commuting from
Khulna will eventually start moving in Mongla
once the supply of freshwater is available there,
he also hoped.

Anupam Gain, director of the water treatment
plant construction project, said they so far
completed 40 percent of the work.

He also said that as opposed to a demand of
3,000 tonnes of freshwater at the port and the

!‘|I| ™
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ships, the facility will deliver 4,000 tonnes of
treated freshwater per day and it might bring in
10 dollars per tonne from sales to the ships.

Rear Admiral M Shahjahan, chairman of
Mongla Port Authority, said as a means to
facilitate rising number of ships using the port,
they have been undertaking various development
projects for the port.

As part of the development and to solve the
longstanding scarcity of freshwater, they are
building the surface water treatment plant, he
added.

Govt steps confined to talks, committees

Digital

FROM PAGE 1

In its first meeting, held on November
24 lastyear, the taskforce coopted three
additional members and assigned
four secretaries to recommend and
plan how the recommendations can
be implemented.

The second meeting of the
taskforce was held yesterday. Many
of its members attended the meeting
virtually.

SAME DISCUSSION, NO ACTION

Noted transport expert Prof Shamsul
Hoque, also a member of the taskforce,
said he joined the meeting but did not
take part in the discussion since there

Without strengthening institutional
capacity, ensuring accountability and
executing time-bound action plans,
formation of such taskforce will not
yield any results, he added.

Noted columnist Syed Abul
Maksud, another member of the
taskforce, said instead of forming
committees after committees, some
concrete steps must be taken since
deaths in road accidents are on the
rise.

Despite the Covid-19-induced
shutdown for two months, 2,891
people were killed in 3,000 accidents
till September, according to police

was nothing new. figures.

“The same issues, which were According to organisations
discussed after the formation of the working for road safety, the numbers
NRSC [National Road Safety Council’ gre higher.

in late 90s], were discussed again
in the meeting. I found I would
not be able to add any value [to the
discussion],” he said.

Shamsul, also a former director of
Accident Research Institute of Buet,
said what should have been done is
well documented. Still, it has not been
done. “Why those [recommendations]|
could notbeimplemented? A problem
cannot be solved without finding the
reasons,” he said.

Last year, 4,138 lives perished in
4,147 road accidents, says a police
report.

Among the 111 recommendations
given by the Shajahan Khan-led
committee, 50 were supposed to be
implemented by 2019, 32 by 2021 and
the rest by 2024.

ARI Asst Prof Kazi Shifun Newaz,
another taskforce member, said as the
50 recommendations could not be
implemented in 2019, those should

be implemented within 2021.
Bangladesh Road  Transport
Workers’ Federation General Secretary
Osman Alj, also a taskforce member,
said they urged the authorities to

record room
inaugurated

Our CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

implement the recommendations
quickly.

Asked why the taskforce was taking
so long to start implementing the
recommendations, the home minister
said, “We're not taking too much

deputy

A digital land record room
was inaugurated at Tangail
commissioner’s
(DC) office yesterday in an
attempt to ease sufferings of
the service seekers.

time.” Land Minister

Mentioning that most bikers and | Saifuzzaman Chowdhury
pillion riders now wear helmets, he | inaugurated the record
said, “We are implementing those | room through a video
recommendations  gradually. ~ We | conferencing yesterday

have discussed how those could be
implemented quickly.”
Road Transport and Highway

noon with Secretary of Land
Ministry Md Maksudur
Rahman Patwary in the

Division Secretary Nazrul Islam, | chair.

Dhaka Metropolitan Police Tangail DC Dr Ataul
Commissioner  Shafiqul Islam, | Gani and other officials of
Bangladesh Road Transport Authority | different government and
Chairman Nur Mohammad | non-government offices
Mazumder, Bangladesh Sarak | were present among others.

Paribahan Sramik Federation’s acting

60 indigenous
families in fear of
further attack

MiINTU DESHWARA, Moulvibazar

Indigenous people of Ishachhara
punjee(village) in Moulvibazar's Kulaura
upazila have started guarding their betel
leaf gardens (paan jum) in a bid to resist
any attempt to evict their families and
grab their land.

General Dhar, headman of the punjee,
said a person was injured and a chapel
and several houses were ransacked when
a gang of 50/60 armed men carried out
attack at Ichhachhara on November 9,
hours after authorities evicted a man from
land. Due to the attack, the Christmas
hardly bring any joy for 60 indigenous
families.

Rafik Mia, son of Abdus Sattar of
Tattiuli village in Karmadha union under
Kulaura upazila, who recently lost a legal
battle over ownership of a land to an
indigenous villager, led the attack, said
the headman.

Local priest Father Joseph Gomes
OMI said Rafik Mia got angry after the
administration evicted him from the land,
which he had illegally occupied in the
village of Indigenous people.

“This chapel is yet to be repaired.
We demand justice for the attack,” said
Joseph Gomes, also the coordinator of
Indigenous Environment Movement of
Bangladesh Paribesh Andolon (Bapa) in
Sylhet division.

Jasper Amlorong inherited Katabari
Paan Jum from his family. He has been

suffering from cancer for three years.

He said, Rafik grabbed it by force with
fake documents. The administration was
supportive to him as it is his only income
came from the land.

Flora Bably Talang, general secretary
of KUBORAJ (Kulaura, Barlekha and
Rajnagar upazilas), an organisation
working for the rights of indigenous
people, said armed with sticks and
divided into small groups, the indigenous
people now guard their houses and betel
leaf gardens night and day.

Robin Arjo, 48, a local of the punjee,
said, “We have been living here for
generations. Many Indigenous families
earn their livelihood by growing crops on
the land. Without this land, it would be
impossible for them to survive.”

Micheal Rangsa, another resident of
Punjee, said, “We would like to live and
die on this land they way our ancestors
did. We will sacrifice our lives but won't
move from here.”

Jamal Marlia James, a resident of
the punjee said, as Rafik continued
threatening them to evict them from the
land, they are guarding day and night to
protect the land.

Contacted, Rafik Mia declined to
make any comment about the allegations
brought against him.

Kulaura Upazila Nirbahi Officer ATM
Farhad Chowdhury said they have kept
the matter of Katabari Paan jum under
their strict observation.

Indigenous people of Ishachhara punjee(village) in
Moulvibazar’s Kulaura upazila guard their betel leaf gardens
to resist any attempt to grab their land.

president Shajahan Khan, Mashiur

Rahman Ranga and Khondaker Enayet
Ullah, who are president and secretary
general of Bangladesh Road Transport
Owners Association, also took part in
the meeting.

DHAKA POWER DISTRIBUTION COMPANY LIMITED

DI NS W@"F{ S| ICRGIE I :@mg%ﬁﬂm
51

THE SECURITY PRINTING CORPORATION (BANGLADESH) LTD.
GAZIPUR.
Web site : www.spcbl.org.bd

LOCAL/INTERNATIONAL e-TENDER

(An Enterprise of the Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh)

Website: www.dpdc.gov.bd

Memo No: 87.404.401.02.01.001.2020. 220

JOB OPPORTUNITY

The last date of submission of application for the following position is
extended till January 02, 2021.

Date: 22.12.2020

SL N £ th ¢ Advertisement N £ th
Electronic tenders (e-ter_lder_s) are heret{y invited ffom the competent local/international manufacturersfsupp]if:rs no. ameo € pos puhlication date ame o € newspaper
for supply of the following items for this Corporation as per under noted schedule. e-Tender documents showing -
terms and conditions with specifications will be available at web: etender.spcbl.org . bd/114.130.43.56. It is to Executive Director The Daily Ittefaq
mention here that this is online tender where only e-Tender will be accepted and no hard copy will be accepted (Technical) 08.12.2020 and
except price of e-tender schedule and earnest money. To submit e-Tender bidders need to register on _ . .
ctender.spebl.org.bd/114.130.43.56. For more details please contact cell: 880- 1534002183 & 880-1534002184. | || |g1. | Memo Nox The Financial Express
Necessary information is given below: 87.404.401.02.01.001. The Daily Star
Sl Names of Nature of Date of Last date and | Date & time Value/set of 07.12.2020] e . .
No. the items e-tender publishing time for for opening |e-Tender Schedule T The Dally Bangladesh Pratidin
etender | submission | ofe-tender | (non-refundable)) |l Please visit www.dpdc.gov.bd for detail job circular.

1. | Supply of 18,400 kgs International | 24.12.2020 | 28.01.2021 | 28.01.2021 | Tk. 5000.00

UV Curing Varnish e-tender upto at W qn'\em WW m'wﬂ%@ Y

with Photoinitiator for 11.00 A.M 11.15AM : > e faard

0 Taka & 200 Teka DHAKA POWER DISTRIBUTION COMPANY LIMITED MLy
2. | Supply of 3000 kgs Local/inter- | 24122020 | 28.01.2021 | 28.01.2021 Tk. 200.00 (An Enterprise of the Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh)

Stapling Wire. national upto at Website: www.dpdc.gov.bd

e-tender 11.00AM | 1L15AM J

(Rashid Ahmed)
General Manager (Foreign Purchase)
Phone : 88-02-9205103,

Bidder may collect e-tender schedule from the aforementioned website. Earnest money @ 3 % (three percent) of
the total quoted price shall have to be submitted in the form of Bank Draft/Pay Order/Irrevocable Bank Guarantee
from any scheduled bank in Bangladesh in favour of The Managing Director, The Security Printing Corporation
(Bangaldesh) Ltd., Gazipur alongwith the price of e-Tender schedule in the form of a separate Pay-Order/DD in
the tender box kept at Corporation’s office in Gazipur on or before the scheduled deadline for submission of e-
tender. In the case of international tender, Irrevocable Bank Guarantee may also be given as earnest money from
any international commercial bank abroad with a counter guarantee from any scheduled bank in Bangladesh. e-
Tender (s) without earnest money and price for procurement of e-tender schedule shall not be acceptable. The e-
Tender shall have to be submitted as per e-Tender guidelines mentioned at the above website. Offer(s) will be
opened as per schedule mentioned above in presence of the tenderer(s) if any. 01 (one) e-Tender schedule is
applicable only for one supplier/manufacturer for submitting one offer alongwith earnest money and price of e-
Tender schedule. The authority reserves the right to reject or accept any e-tender(s) without assigning any reason
whatsoever. Submission of e-tender after the specified time shall not be acceptable under any circumstances.

GD- 2050

Memo No: 87.404 401.02.05.001.2020. 221
JOB OPPORTUNITY

The last date of submission of application for the following position is
extended till January 02, 2021.

Date: 22.12.2020

SL Advertisement
1o, Name of the post publication date Name of the newspaper
Executive Director The Daily Ittefaq
(ICT & Procurement) 08.12.2020 and
01 (Memo No: The Financial Express
"187.404.401.02.05.001 :
The Dail
07.12.2020] The Daily Bangladesh Pratidin

Please visit www.dpdc.gov.bd for detail job circular.




6 | The Baily Star

INTERNATIONAL

DHAKA THURSDAY DECEMBER 24, 2020, POUSH 9, 1427 BS

J&K LOCAL POLLS
Anti-Modi
alliance wins
most seats

AL JAZEERA ONLINE

An alliance of political
parties in Indian-
administered Kashmir
opposed to India’s policies
in the region has won a
majority of seats in local
elections, the first since
New Delhi revoked the
disputed region’s semi-
autonomous status last
year.

The Peoples Alliance
for Gupkar Declaration
(PAGD), which is pro-India
but favours self-governance
in Kashmir, won 112 of a
total of 280 seats in District
Development Council
elections, which were held
in a staggered eight-phase
process from November 28
through December 19.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s Hindu nationalist
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
won 74 seats. Independent
candidates won 49
seats while India’s main
opposition Congress party
won 26 seats.

Political activities in
the region came to a halt
after the abrogation of
Article-370 in August
last year when most of
the political leaders were
detained in the region.

The election is part of a
process in which residents
directly elect their village
representatives, who then
vote to form development
councils for clusters of
villages. The councils have
no legislative power.

The Kashmir-based
politicians said the election
results made it clear that
Kashmiri people have
rejected last year’s decision.

Ties with US going

‘bad to worse’

Says Russia; Biden says cyberattack

against US won't go ‘unanswered’
AFP, Moscow

With less than a month before Joe Biden moves into the
White House, Moscow yesterday accused the incoming US
administration of “Russophobia” after the president-elect
promised to punish Russia for a major cyber attack.

Biden is expected to take a tougher stance against Russia
than Donald Trump, whose ascent to the US presidency in
2016 was plagued by accusations of Russian interference to
boost his campaign.

Russian President Vladimir Putin was one of the last
leaders to congratulate Biden on his election victory, sending
his congratulatory message six weeks after the November 3
vote and saying he was ready for “collaboration.”

Putin’s spokesman Dmitry Peskov, speaking to reporters
on Wednesday, said the Kremlin was expecting “nothing
positive” in ties with Washington.

Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov struck a similar
note, speaking about Moscow’s expectations from the
future US administration.

“We are definitely not expecting anything good,”
Ryabkov said in an interview with Interfax news agency.

“And it would be strange to expect good things from
people, many of whom made their careers on Russophobia
and throwing mud at my country,” he added.

Washington has recently accused Russia of a major
cyber attack on government agencies -- a claim Moscow
has denied. Biden on Tuesday said the attack cannot go
“unanswered”, promising to retaliate once he steps into
office on January 20. The US president-elect also accused

Trump of downplaying the gravity of the attack.

Ryabkov said Moscow should move to a “total
containment” approach in relations with the United States
and retain “selective dialogue” on subjects that are of
interest to Russia.

Both Peskov and Ryabkov said that Russia would not
initiate any contacts with Biden's transition staff.

Referring to fresh US sanctions imposed this week on
45 Russian organisations over their military connections,
Ryabkov said the outgoing administration was trying to
“loudly slam the door”.

“We are going from bad to worse,” Ryabkov said.

a g

A farmer’s son sleeps on a tractor at the site of a protest against new farm laws, at the Delhi-Uttar Pradesh border in Ghaziabad, India,

yesterday.

PHOTO: REUTERS

Trump pardons
two linked to

Russia probe

Blackwater guards
AFP, Brussels

also pardoned
AFP, Washington

US President Donald
Trump granted pardons
Tuesday to two people
linked to a probe into
alleged collusion between
his campaign and Russia

after officials failed to close
the gap on how to share

EU chief Ursula von der Leyen and Britain’s
Prime Minister Boris Johnson held the fate
of a post-Brexit trade deal in their hands
yesterday as talks hung in the balance.
The focus of the negotiations has shifted
to cross-Channel calls between the leaders

Bangladesh Fisheries Research Institute

‘Seaweed Culture & Seaweed Product Development
in Bangladesh Coast” Research Project
Marine Fisheries and Technology Station, Cox’s Bazar
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along with a list of others
as time ticks away on his
remaining weeks in office.
They add to pardons
already issued to political
allies of Trump, due to
leave office on January 20.

access to UK fishing waters.
Asked whether a deal
was possible on Wednesday
or Thursday, a European
source close to the talks
said: “Yes, but as ever
nothing is guaranteed.”

Hopes for Brexit trade
deal hang on leaders’ calls

facing a dramatic cut in their catch from
British waters.

London wants to reduce EU fishing
fleets’ share of the estimated 650-million-
euro annual haul by more than a third,
with changes phased in over three years.

The EU, in particular countries with

northern fishing fleets like
France, Denmark and the
Netherlands -- are insisting
on 25 percent over at least
SiX years.

And there are thorny
details to be hammered
out. There are quotas for
more than a hundred

Coronavirus
reaches end
of the earth!

REUTERS, Santiago

The coronavirus has
landed in Antarctica, the
last continent previously
free from Covid-19, Chile’s
military said, as health and
army officials scrambled to
clear out and quarantine
staff from a remote research

Memo No. 33.04.0000.124.03.005.20-55
Request for Expressions of Interest

Date: 23.12.2020

Ministry/Division Ministry of Fisheries and Livestock, Bangladesh.
Agency Bangladesh Fisheries Research Institute, Mymensingh.
Procuring entity Director General.

Expression of Interest for
Selection of

An Intenational Seaweed Culture & Value Addition
Consultant (1 No.); Package No. S1 and an International
Seaweed Culture Technician (1 No.); Package No. S2.

Duration 06 months in two phases.

Eol Memo No. Memo No. 33.04.0000.124.03.005.20-55
Date 23.12.2020

Procurement sub method Quality and Cost Based Selection (QCBS).
Budget and source of funds Development Budget and GoB.
Development partners N/A.

Project/programme code 224256500

Project/programme name

Seaweed Culiure & Seaweed Product Development in
Bangladesh Coast Research Project.

Eol closing date and time

Date: 13/01/2021 and Time: 05.00pm.

Information for applicant:

Outline of the assignment and required qualifications & experiences [Details provided in the
Standard Request for Application (SRFA)].

Position Outline of the assignment Qualification & experience
An International | < Explore Seaweed resources in the | < The position requires
Seaweed Bangladesh coast and assist in minimum Master's degree in
Culture & Value identification of Seaweed species. Marine Fisheries/Biology with
Addition % Explore the different Seaweed 10 year's experience in
Consultant cultivation techniques and adopted Seaweed Culture & Value

Seaweed

»,
G

them to local conditions.

++ Develop techniques for potential use
of Seaweed as food items and other
industrial uses.

«“+ Explore export potential of Seaweed:
where, how and
Seaweed can be exported.

<+ Explore different alternative uses of
Seaweed,
can be used.

“+ Explore import of high yielding sea
weed germ ling from aboard for
cultivation in Bangladesh coast.

% To assist the scientists of BFRI in

product development.

% Prepare periodic project reports.

+“+ Relevant any other task assigned by
the Project
management as and when required.

in which form

where and how Seaweed

culture, processing and

Director/project

Addition. Preference will be
given to PhD holder in
relevant field with experience
in Asian countries. He/she
must have a  broad
international exposure in his
field of specialization.

An International | «< Provide technical guidance and | <+ Must have minimum
Seaweed support about the seaweed culture, graduation degree in
Culture identification, processing and product Fisheries/Aquaculture/ Marine
Technician development of seaweed processing science with at least 6-8 years
laboratory complex. working  experience  on
% To assist the scientists of BFRI in Seaweed Culture in abroad.
Seaweed culture, processing and Or
product development. % In case of highly practical
++ Prepare periodic project reports. experienced person
++ Relevant any other task assigned by educational qualification might
the Project Director/project be relaxed.
management as and when required. %+ Highly trained person will be
preferred.
Other details:

Applicants are requested to provide information as per the format provided in Standard Request for
Application (SRFA) indicating that they are qualified to perform the services (complete CV in
prescribed form with other details as applicable). SRFA may be obtained from the websites:
fri.portal.gov.bd or www.mofl.gov.bd or from the address below either through email or in person from

the office of the undersigned. The applicants shall submit supporting documents in favor of their
experience and qualifications along with the SRFA. The services of the specialist will commence as
per practical need of incumbent which will be determined once recruitment process is completed.

The procuring entity reserves the right to accept or reject any or all Eol(s) without assigning any

reason thereof.

Procurement entity details

Name of official inviting Eol

Md. Mohidul Islam.

Designation of official inviting Eol

Project Director.

Address of official inviting Eol

Seaweed Culture & Seaweed Product Development in
Bangladesh Coast Research Project, Bangladesh Fisheries
Research Institute, Marine Fisheries and Technology Station,

Cox's Bazar-4700, Bangladesh.

Contact details of official inviting
Eol

Cell: +88-01719355655

Email: seaweed.projectbfri@gmail.com, mohidbfri@gmail.com

GD-2053

Md. Mohidul Islam
Project Director

The White House said in
a statement that Trump had
granted full pardons to 15
people and commuted all
or part of the sentences for
five others.

A full pardon was given
to George Papadopoulos,
a former Trump campaign
adviser who admitted lying
to federal investigators
about his contacts with
Russians.

partnership.
The

If there is no breakthrough in the next
two days, teams are expected to take a
Christmas break, leaving only a narrow
window to reach any deal before New Year.

And, with or without a trade deal,
Britain will leave the EU single market
at midnight on December 31, ending
a half-century of deepening economic

remaining differences
the two camps are narrow but deep, in
particular over fishing, with EU crews

different species of fish,
and EU members want to share the cuts
equally.

EU negotiator Michel Barnier briefed
ambassadors and then senior MEPs on
Tuesday that he had made his last offer
on fish and that it was now up to political
leaders to decide.

Brussels will continue to negotiate until
the end of the year -- or even “beyond”, as
Barnier suggested -- but time is running out
for any deal to be provisionally applied.

station there.

Chile’s armed forces said
at least 36 people had been
infected at its Bernardo
O'Higgins base, including
26 army personnel and
10 civilian contractors
conducting maintenance at
the base.

The permanently staffed
research station, operated
by Chile’s army, lies near
the tip of a peninsula in
northernmost Antarctica.

between

Papadopoulos was a
member of Trump’s foreign
policy advisory panel when
he ran for president in
2016. He pleaded guilty in
October 2017 to lying to
the FBI about contacts with
a professor who promised
to connect him to senior
Russian officials.

Another full pardon
was granted to Alex van
der Zwaan, a Dutch lawyer
who was also convicted in
connection with Mueller’s
probe.

Full pardons were also
granted to four Blackwater
security guards convicted
over the 2007 killing of 14
Iraqis. The four convicted
over the 2007 shootings in
Baghdad'’s crowded Nisur
Square included Nicholas
Slatten, who had been
sentenced to life.

Others included on
the list were three former
Republican members of
Congress.

Students receive face masks from an elephant dressed as Santa Claus, in an
effort to help prevent the spread of the coronavirus disease, ahead of Christmas

celebrations at a school in Ayutthaya, Thailand, yesterday.

Base personnel “are
already properly isolated
and constantly monitored”
by health authorities in
Magallanes, in Chilean
Patagonia, the army said,
adding there had so far
been no complications.

Research and military
stations in Antarctica -
among the most remote
in the world - had gone
to extraordinary lengths
in recent months to keep
the virus out, canceling
tourism, scaling back
activities and staff and
locking down facilities.

Researchers with the
British Antarctic Survey
estimate about 1,000
people at 38 stations
across the frozen continent
had safely navigated the
southern hemisphere winter
without incident. But an
uptick in travel to and
from the region this spring
and early summer have
heightened infection risk.
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DISSOLUTION OF PARLIAMENT

Nepal SC begins
hearing petitions

REUTERS, Kathmandu

Nepal's Supreme Court yesterday started hearing petitions
challenging Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli’s sudden
dissolution of parliament and call for fresh elections, a
move denounced by his opponents as unconstitutional.
Oli's decision, the culmination of months of political
turmoil in the Himalayan country situated between China
and India, has triggered unrest in his party and protests on
the streets of the capital Kathmandu.

“Hearing on 12 petitions against the dissolution of
parliament has begun,” said Bhadrakali Pokharel, a
Supreme Court spokesman.

Lawyers opposed to Oli’s decision argued that the prime
minister had no prerogative to dissolve parliament under the
constitution. Seven ministers have stepped down to challenge
the dissolution and stated that it was a violation of the
“popular mandate” given to them in 2017 general election.

Oli recently lost support within his own Nepal
Communist Party (NCP), with some members accusing
him of sidelining senior party members in decision-
making and key appointments.

They called for him to step down.

Oli this week said he decided to dissolve the parliament
after facing non-cooperation from his party officials,
and a fresh mandate was the only way to settle disputes.
Nepal's President Bidhya Devi Bhandari over the weekend
set April 30 and May 10 for the general election, a year
ahead of schedule.
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BOOK REVIEW: GEOPOLITICS

The Politics of Losing Home

MD TOUHID HOSSAIN

In August 2017, the Myanmar military Ny
perpetrated a genocide on the Rohingyas, an ™ | xR =y =
ethnic group residing in Northern Rakhine. " ‘
Large numbers of Rohingyas were killed, ‘A
women and girls were raped, villages burnt L sy }
and upwards of 800,000 men, women and : ik ] ] l
children were driven out of their homes. They ' ‘ \ 3
crossed the border into Bangladesh to save
their lives and are now sheltered in camps
in Teknaf and Ukhia, in the southern tip of
Bangladesh.

Although this outrageous event was sort
of a ‘final solution’, atrocities on Rohingyas it
have a long history. The first mass expulsion :
took place in 1977-78 when 250,000 were ! 3
driven across the border. Most of them were 4
sent back through negotiations. However,
following the second mass expulsion in
1989-90, many of the 250,000 refugees could
not be sent back. Meanwhile, the Burmese ) . d
Citizenship Act of 1982 disenfranchised ~ —
the Rohingyas of their citizenship. Under S
continued atrocities by the military and the
local Rakhines led by extremist Buddhist
monks, a slow exodus continued till 2016,
when another 80,000 were expelled. At
least 300,000 Rohingyas were displaced in

COLLAGE: KAZI AKIB BIN ASAD

Chapters 11 and 12 enter into the main
theme of the book—geopolitics, and the
possibility of a local Muslim insurgency.
Through the BRI, coupled with large

of the Rohingyas into Bangladesh an act of
war. Professor Delwar Hossain of Dhaka
University thinks even a limited war on this
issue is quite unlikely. This reviewer has

BOOK REVIEW: FICTION
The Hypocrisy of
Marriage in South Asia

SAMEIRAH NASRIN AHSAN

It is a truth universally acknowledged by
her many fans that Jane Austen'’s sharp wit,
complex characters, subtle social reproach,
and tantalising storytelling are almost
unparalleled. As a great fan of Austen
myself, I was skeptical when I picked up
Unmarriageable (Ballantine Books, 2019),
Soniah Kamal’s South Asian retelling of
Austen’s Pride and Prejudice. To my greatest
delight, this book turned out to be a bold
study of the many hypocrisies of modern
day South Asian societies: the superficial
marriage system which reduces a woman
to a baby-making entity and a man to

the digits on his pay check, the careful
hand picking of religious and cultural
practices to serve patriarchal norms, the
omnipresent nepotism and classism, and
the push for women’s empowerment while
also demanding traditional servitude

and obedience from them. Kamal's
storytelling is rich in logic and brimming
with intelligent assessment of these social
failures.

them at 25 and 26. With this, Kamal
sheds light on how, as a society, we have
somehow internalised the idea that the
definition of a woman's worth is her age
and her chastity. I greatly appreciate how
Unmarriagable stresses that age cannot
be the defining factor of a woman'’s
credibility as a person. Sonia Kamal uses
powerful examples from our Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH)’s life to back up
these ideas: the financial independence
and intellectual freedom of Khadija
(RA)—who was a widow and several years
his senior when our Prophet married
her—and her right to choose and propose
to a man she deemed a worthy life
partner.

Unmarriageble is charming and
funny, but it is also deep, it will make

Bangladesh before 2017.

In his book Genocide and Geopolitics of the
Rohingya Crisis (Nova Science Publishers,
2020), the scholar General Aminul Karim
uncovers the broader canvas of the topic,
painstakingly consulting the plethora of
existing literature, interviewing various
experts, and offering his own analysis and
conclusions.

General Karim begins with a background
of the Rohingyas in Arakan and of modern
Burma including its various insurgencies. He
then moves on to the strategic importance
of the area. Being resource rich, the oil and
gas fields are controlled by an enterprise, in
which the senior military officers who run
the country have economic interests. Major
world powers and big corporations have their
eyes on these resources. Added to this is the
location along the Bay of Bengal, which is
vital for Chinese access to the Indian Ocean.
Removing Rohingyas strengthens the control
of these forces on the area and consequently,
upon the resources.

Examining the legal issues in subsequent
chapters, the author concludes that the
Myanmar regime is certainly guilty of
committing genocide, but because Myanmar
is not a member of ICC and because
implementation of the ICJ decision depends
largely on the UNSC, punishment of the
perpetrators cannot be guaranteed.

investments, China has established a firm grip
on Myanmar. This allows China to bypass the
Malacca strait choke point. China’s adversary
India wants alternate access to its North-East
through Myanmar and a possible land route
to ASEAN countries from Moreh in Manipur.
The United States, on the one hand, is
pressurising Myanmar by funding Muslim
insurgency through Saudi Arabia, and on
the other, Western oil giants are cosying up
with the Myanmar regime to get a hold on
the oil and gas fields.

The author considers the Arakan
Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA) as a
“well organised Muslim insurgency” and
suggests that Myanmar might someday ask
for US intervention to contain them. This
seems a little farfetched. So far, ARSA’s only
major act has been the supposed attack
on some security outposts that triggered
the 2017 genocide. It is even possible that
the Myanmar military allowed this to
happen to create a pretext for the pogrom.
In containing myriad insurgencies in the
country, Myanmar would probably find
China a more reliable partner than the US.
However, US overtures could give Myanmar
an additional advantage.

In his concluding chapters, through
interviews, the author suggests some
solutions. Sadiqul Islam of Laurentian
University, Canada, considers the expulsion

looked into history, and seen that no such
problem involving a crime of genocide has
been resolved peacefully. The issue is likely
to be prolonged and in such a case, the
growth of an insurgency and recruitment of
young zealots by international terror groups
is a distinct possibility.

To resolve the problem, General Karim
suggests that great powers like China,
Russia, the US, and the UN and other
international organizations work together to
ensure citizenship for Rohingyas and their
repatriation, and federalism and autonomy
in Myanmar. Alas, the Myanmar state looks
unlikely to proceed this way; nor are the
great powers showing any such inclination.
The author agrees that this sounds like
tall-talks, but he would still like to be
optimistic. Unfortunately, going by the
proceedings so far, there seems little space
for such optimism.

All said and done, this book is unique in
as much as it has the intellectual dimension
of an academic. It also reflects the strategic
perspective of a professional who has had a
decades-old career in military and security
matters. A remarkable work, this book
would be useful both for researchers as well
as policymakers who can devise strategies to
handle the issue in the years to come.

Md Touhid Hossain is former Foreign Secretary.

Set in modern day Pakistan, the Binat
family is faced with difficult financial
circumstances. Mr Binat hides from his
responsibilities by tending to his garden
and Mrs Binat spends her days brooding
over the futures of her five unmarried
daughters. Her only goal in life is to score
rich sons-in-law for her gitls so that she
too can show off wealth and status to the .
other conceited women of her circle. When """

the family is invited to attend one of the

most prestigious weddings of the season,
Mrs Binat puts on her scheming hat and
zooms in on handsome, expensively-
dressed bachelor guests at the wedding,
much to the great embarrassment of her
two eldest daughters, who are just trying
to make something of themselves in their
stunted circumstances.

Kamal adds an interesting South Asian
twist to the characters and their love
interests made iconic by Austen. Alysba
Binat, our Pakistani Elizabeth Bennet, is
31 years old and her older sister Jenazba
is 32, to the great chagrin of their mother.

Their age is a hot topic among the desi

aunties of their community, as both
women are considered far too old for
marriage or bearing children. Worse still,
their love interests, Darsee and Fahad
Bingla, are a good few years younger than

DESIGN: SARAH ANJUM BARI

THE SHELF

The Season of
Comfy Reads

STAR BOOKS DESK

Is it just us, or do the cold winds of

December make you want to bring
down your favourite childhood
stories, classics hardcovers, and

delicious thrillers from your shelves

too?

Read this story online to find out
what the staff writers of Daily

Star Books are reading as we try

to recreate the illusion of end-of-
year holidays. To find the article,
follow us on @thedailystarbooks
on Instagram, @DailyStarBooks on
Twitter, and fb.com/DailyStarBooks
on Facebook. Send us your book
reviews (600-800 words) to
thedailystarbooks@gmail.com.

BOOK REVIEW: INTERNATIONAL BOOKER PRIZE 2020

Repulsive, But For A Reason

SHAH TAZRIAN ASHRAFI

The mind of ten-year-old Jas—
the narrator of Marieke Lucas
Rijneveld’s 2020 International
Booker Prize-winning The
Discomfort of Evening (Faber
Books, 2018)—is a canvas

with one enduring quality: the
whimsical innocence of a child.
And when brushstrokes of a
variety of unpleasant experiences
drift across it, the reader is left
with an image that is dark and at
the same time poetic, humorous,
and peculiar. Consider these:
Imaginary Jewish people hiding
from a 20th century war in a
21st century basement. The

froth of milk forming a Hitler-
like moustache bordering the
lips of Jas’s father. Jas fearing
that her parents might die and
holding a tooth fairy captive to
wish for new parents. “A mass
grave of milk biscuits”. And a
dead rabbit’s teeth growing from
the earth, which could possibly
puncture Jas’s father’s torso.

Jas’s brother, Matthies, is dead.

After losing him in an ice-skating
accident, a gloom rolls over their
lives, enveloping the farm in
which they live in a thick film of
grief and longing. His absence
is everywhere: “In the middle
of the mattress, there’s the
hollow of my brother’s body...a
hollow that I try not to end up
in.” But Jas is also desperate for
a Discman, even though she
suppresses the urge to ask her
parents for one. After all, her
“parents’ loss is much worse—
you can't save up for a new son.”
This is what the book
is essentially about—the

disintegration of a conservative
family in the wake of a tragedy.
Jas has two other siblings:
Obbe, who tortures butterflies
and animals by suffocating them,
and Hanna, who thinks Jas’
nails are turning black because
she’s pondering about death
too much. Obbe is that bullish
sibling who will use the dirt
on someone else to resort to

unthinkable ways of punishment.

Hanna is supportive, easily led
to saying yes to every scheme, be
it performing a ritual to ward off
death or giving into incestuous
intimacy. In the presence of

COLLAGE: KAZI AKIB BIN ASAD
few characters, the exploration
of the relationship shared by
these siblings is what drives the
narrative forward. It results in
philosophical insights and adds
conflict and thrill to the story.
Before reading this novel, I
did not know that the “unrolled
wall” of one’s small intestine
can sprawl over the length of
a tennis court, that ants can
carry 5,000 times their own
weight, and that an earthworm
has nine hearts. Strange bits of
information such as these are
peppered throughout the story,
but they serve the additional

PHOTO: SAMEIRAH AHSAN

you question and think. It takes a
contemplative look at the practices and
traditions that we have normalised and
often celebrate with pride. The novel is
full of unmatched interpersonal conflicts,
delicious satire, and clever humour and
banter. It has skyrocketed to one of my
favourite books from this year and if I
ever have the privilege to meet Sonia
Kamal in person, I'd have to borrow part
of Fitzwilliam Darcy’s famous monologue
to express my admiration of her work:
“You must allow me to tell you how
ardently I admire and love you.”

Sameirah Nasrin Ahsan is a mechanical
engineer based in Dhaka. She aspires to be an
author someday. For now, she is content with
reading and sharing the stories that make her
think beyond herself. Instagram: @booksnher

purpose of revealing the inner
workings of a child’s mind,
whose whimsy is often a means
to processing the dark and grand
mechanisms of life on earth. For
example, the weight carrying
capacity of ants allows Jas to
think of how humans so often
buckle under the weight of their
emotions. Aside from being a
shrewd observer, in many ways,
Jas is also a rebel. She lives in a
religious household, but doesn’t
want to go to God, only to
herself. She wants to be invisible
and disassociate herself from the
realm of humans.

The characters in the novel
are at times obsessed with their
own and others’ bodies. This
can feel discomfiting. It is the
poetry and fluidity of the writing
that make reading through the
vividly unpleasant bits bearable.
Even then, the portrayal of the
discomforting offers a glimpse
into human nature when it is
stripped of normalcy, revealing
the lust and violence beneath.

Originally Dutch, this novel
was translated into English
by Michele Hutchison. But a
reader cannot find any uneasy,
confusing, or incomprehensible
crack in the language that can
reveal a failure of translation.
Perhaps, that is the beauty of
perfect translation—besides the
blurb on the cover, there’s no
way of knowing that the book
was not originally written in
English.

Shah Tazrian Ashrafi is a
contributor.
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Only 4.5 percent
of special loans for
migrants disbursed
so far

The authorities must ensure
greater accessibility and efficient

use

INCE the onset of the pandemic, the fate of migrant
S workers from Bangladesh have hung in the balance.

Time and again, we have seen reports of our migrant
workers struggling to survive in host countries, or being
forced to return to Bangladesh after losing their jobs or
failing to renew their visas/contracts. According to data
from the Expatriates’ Welfare Ministry, about 2.72 lakh
Bangladeshi expatriates returned home between April 1
and November 11 this year after the coronavirus struck.

Since their return, there have been growing concerns
about how these migrants, whose remittances have
hugely contributed to our economy over the years, would
support themselves and their families in an already
depressed economy. Therefore, the decision to offer a Tk
200 crore special loan package for coronavirus-affected
returnee migrants’ reintegration, allocated by the Wage
Earners’ Welfare Board and disbursed through the
Probashi Kallyan Bank, was welcomed across the board.
Even then, experts warned that this amount was woefully
inadequate given the far-reaching impact of the fallout
on households and communities dependent on these
migrants’ incomes.

Against this backdrop, it is extremely frustrating to find
out that so far, the Probashi Kallyan Bank has disbursed
around Tk 9 crore from this Tk 200 crore fund, and till
November 20, the disbursed amount was only about Tk
4.6 crore. Experts have cited the terms and conditions of
the loans as one of the reasons behind the poor response,
saying the four percent interest rate for a loan up to Tk
5 lakh is too high considering the financial condition
of the returnees. Besides, the grace period against loans
in most ventures is limited to one month only, which
means the returnees have to start paying instalments
almost immediately after taking the loan. Migrant rights
organisations have also found that government support
mechanisms for the returnees—like how one should
prepare a proposal to get a loan from the special fund—
were unavailable at the upazila level.

It is unacceptable that our authorities have thrown
our migrant workers in the deep end like this. A survey
from BRAC suggests that almost 87 percent of returnee
migrants have been left without income opportunities—
especially when their labour is one of the driving forces
behind our progress towards eventually becoming a
middle-income country. Can we truly be proud of our
achievements if the workers who make up the backbone
of our economy are living hand to mouth during a time
of crisis? The authorities must step up and ensure that
there is greater accessibility to these finances, as well as
training and support to returnee migrants to ensure that
they are actually able to put these loans to good use. In
the long run, we must also enter into negotiations with
host countries and explore the option of re-migration,
which, according to an IOM study, is the preferred option
for the majority of returnee migrants.

Interruption in

oxygen supply
averted in public

hospitals

Govt’s prompt action commendable

E commend the government for taking
W immediate action to import oxygen from

India as the country’s major oxygen supplier
plant went out of order due to a technical glitch recently.
Reportedly, Linde Bangladesh Limited, a multinational
company, provides the government hospitals with 90
percent of their daily demand of liquid oxygen, which is
100 tonnes. However, on December 11, the plant, situated
in Narayanganj’s Rupganj, went out of service following a
technical problem. Its fallout could have been disastrous
for the hospitals but, thankfully, prompt action by the
authorities to bring oxygen from India averted the crisis.
Linde Bangladesh is now bringing in life-saving oxygen
from India using tankers and delivering it to the hospitals
on a temporary basis.

Uninterrupted oxygen supply is extremely crucial
during this time of the pandemic, as lives of critical
coronavirus patients depend on continuous oxygen
supply. According to DGHS officials, the number of
critical Covid-19 patients seeking oxygen support
at hospitals has been increasing as winter set in.
Unfortunately, the majority of our public hospitals and
health complexes still do not have a proper oxygen
supply system. Only a few district level hospitals have a
central oxygen supply system, while others use oxygen
cylinders for emergency situation. And there are still
many hospitals that have no oxygen supply system at all.

Since the beginning of the pandemic, health experts
have been urging the government and the public
hospitals to install a centralised oxygen supply system.
But only a few of them took any step to do so. While
with cylinders a patient can be given oxygen at the
maximum rate of six litres per minute, a central oxygen
supply system can provide much more oxygen in an
uninterrupted manner. That is why it is essential to have
such a system in every hospital.

Coming back to the problem of oxygen supply by
Linde Bangladesh Limited, we think they have managed
the situation quite skilfully for the time being. What they
must ensure now is that the supply from India does not
get disrupted. They should repair the plant as quickly as
possible and start supplying oxygen to our hospitals from
their plant. While they do so, the government should
also make some alternative arrangements for getting
emergency oxygen supply, just to avoid any future crisis.

2020 has been a year of
nature-based solutions.

So what awaits us in 202172

N 2020,
I Nature-based

Solutions,
or NbS, has
emerged as a
much-talked-about
environmental
concept in
Bangladesh. While
the Covid-19
pandemic has put
the whole world
in turmoil, we do have other challenges
to tackle—climate emergency, disaster
risks, food and water insecurities, extreme
poverty, and unprecedented biodiversity
loss. In simple terms, NbS are the actions
we take with the help of nature to
overcome these societal challenges.

When we protect our ecosystems like
forests and wetlands, sustainably manage
their resources, restore them when these
are in bad shape, or create a new one to
get its services, we practice NbS. But we
perform these activities keeping in mind
one or more societal challenges, like
climate change. And, most importantly,
we design and implement our activities
in a way that they improve our wellbeing
and also give biodiversity benefits.

So, we can see that NbS is not a
completely new idea. It is rather a recent
attempt to bring together different existing
nature-based activities and approaches—
like establishing protected areas like the
Sundarbans, creating a “green belt” along
our coastline since 1965, participatory
management of Hakaluki haor, or
ecosystem-based adaptation to climate
change in Satkhira—under one umbrella
called NbS.

As I look back now, I see three
milestones generating strong interest in
NbS in Bangladesh in 2020.

First, NbS activities in Bangladesh
now have a go-to platform—the
NbS Bangladesh web portal (www.
nbsbangladesh.info)—thanks to the
collaboration between the International
Centre for Climate Change and
Development (ICCCAD) and the
University of Oxford, UK. This portal
has created a good opportunity to bring
together cases and documents capturing
Bangladesh’s long NbS experience in the
form of peer-reviewed research papers,
grey literature, and relevant policy and
planning instruments.

The ICCCAD-Oxford initiative has
also established the NbS Bangladesh
Network. By being part of this network,
interested individuals and organisations
can take forward the NbS conversation
in Bangladesh, share experiences, and
undertake joint actions.

The second milestone is an improved
understanding of NbS in Bangladesh
through discussions and publications.
The first webinar on NbS was organised
by ICCCAD in May, giving the audience
an opportunity to learn about NbS
and how to harness their benefits. The
American Center’'s NbS webinar provided
a platform for sharing NbS experiences
from experts from Bangladesh Forest

HaseeB MD
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Department, UNDP, and the Center
for Natural Resource Studies. The “NbS
Digital Dialogues” organised by the
University of Oxford was this year’s
largest global NbS event. In the session on
people’s participation in NbS, Bangladesh
government’s 20-year effort to sustainably
manage Tanguar haor was showcased,
which was later captured in an op-ed by
The Daily Star in August.

The ongoing Rohingya refugee crisis
started its fourth year on August 25,
2020. An opinion piece in The Daily Star
highlighted the nature-based actions
that different agencies were taking in
the highly degraded camp areas through
plantation, hilly slope and stream bank
stabilisation, and wetland creation, for
example.

In September, the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP)
published a brief entitled “Rethinking

Just before the Covid-19 lockdown, on
March 15, a meeting was held at the
Bangladesh Planning Commission with
ICCCAD to discuss how NbS could be
integrated in the country’s planning
processes, such as in the Eighth Five-
Year Plan. An analysis presented in that
discussion showed that Bangladesh was
well ahead in appreciating nature-based
actions and approaches as seen in the
Bangladesh Delta Plan 2100, Bangladesh
Climate Change Strategy and Action
Plan (BCCSAP, 2009), the Seventh
Five-Year Plan (2016-2020), and the
Nationally Determined Contributions
(NDC) submitted to the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC) in 2015. Among
others, the participants recommended
inclusion of NbS in government project
formulation documents, like the
Development Project Proforma (DPP),

NbS must empower the indigenous and local people

and engage them in their design and implementation,

and must not be enforced from outside.

Nature: A Pathway towards Sustainable
Development?” Written by two
Bangladeshi environmentalists, this
article showed that NbS is not only about
climate action (SDG 13) or biodiversity
conservation (SDGs 14 and 15), but also
about improving urban resilience (SDG
11), community empowerment and
ensuring gender equality (SDGs 1, 2 and
5), promoting sustainable production and
consumption (SDG 12), and achieving
economic growth (SDG 8).

Young environmentalists working in
different research organisations showed
increasing interest in NbS. They tried to
understand different aspects of it, like the
role of indigenous knowledge in NbS,
or NbS as an alternative development
pathway for Bangladesh, and shared their
understanding and thoughts on different
platforms.

The third milestone took the NbS
conversation to a higher level so that
our policies and practices appreciate
the benefits of ecosystem-based actions.
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and establishing a NbS database to guide
planners and practitioners to choose
appropriate nature-based solutions and
include them in development projects
and programmes.

In August, the ICCCAD and the
University of Oxford analysed the
NDbS scenarios in Bangladesh from the
perspectives of knowledge, practice,
policy, and planning. Their policy brief,
entitled “A Roadmap for Nature-based
Solutions in Bangladesh: Promises and
Challenges”, gives us a comprehensive
direction towards nature-based actions for
Bangladesh.

The UK holds the presidency of the
26th Conference of Parties (COP26) to
be held in November 2021 in Glasgow,
Scotland. The UK has long been a partner
of Bangladesh in fighting climate change,
which has gained further momentum in
2020. On December 8 and 9, the UK-
Bangladesh Climate Partnership Forum
brought together experts, practitioners,
and politicians from both countries in

Why every migrant worker
travel with a ‘skills passport’

The multiple benefits of skilling, reskilling, upskilling and skills recognition

URING
the early
months

of the Covid-19
3 global pandemic,
gl almost 400,000

| migrant workers
were forced to
return home, not
knowing when the
crisis would end or
when they would
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return to their jobs.

Each year, millions of Bangladeshi
men and women travel afar to work as
masons, plumbers, carpenters, drivers,
gardeners, cleaners and vendors. Almost
all leave these shores without any formal
recognition of their skills or experience.
To make matters worse, they return
home, as many did in April/May of
2020, without any further recognition of
the considerable skills and experiences
acquired overseas. This not only leaves
them unable to get good jobs in
Bangladesh, but also leaves Bangladesh
unable to capitalise on this pool of skilled
human capital.

According to the World Bank, migrant
workers remit over USD 15 billion
each year to their families to buy food
and other essential goods. What is
often overlooked is how much they
contribute—in tens of billions—to the
GDP of the country of destination.

Migration is a key defining feature
of this country’s economy, with tens
of millions seeking overseas job
opportunities over the past 50 years. The
theme for the International Migrants Day
this year was “reimagining the future
of mobility”. The future of mobility for

for overseas workers

migrant workers must be envisioned
better.

This migrant workforce has
the potential to make significant
contributions to Bangladesh'’s economic
development by investing their hard-
earned savings in the country, as well as
monetising human and social capital
acquired abroad, such as new skills and
competencies. However, without any
recognition of their improved skills
or any formal certification—even after
several years of good international work

their skills or experience.

experience—many remain stuck with low
wages, in low-skilled jobs with low status.
A recent study by the International
Organization for Migration (IOM) found
that 60 percent of migrant workers who
have recently returned home expressed
a desire to upgrade and seek recognition
of their newly-acquired skills. In fact, 75
percent said that once overseas working
opportunities resumed, they would prefer
to work in a country where their skills
would be justly recognised and rewarded.
Sri Lanka offers a good example
of skills recognition wherein the
government, in partnership with the ILO
and local employers’ groups, offers all
skilled workers a National Skills Passport
(NSP). The NSP is offered to returnee

migrant workers too to help them obtain
formal recognition of the skills acquired
through hands-on experience and
informal employment/training overseas.
The NSP is an invaluable document for
jobseekers when it comes to finding jobs
and keeping tabs on future reskilling,
retooling and/or upskilling. It's also a
godsend for employers looking to hire
certified, skilled and experienced labour.
The ILO and the Ministry of
Expatriates’ Welfare and Overseas
Employment (MOEWOE) is now

Each year, millions of Bangladeshi men and women
travel afar to work as masons, plumbers, carpenters,
drivers, gardeners, cleaners and vendors. Almost all

leave these shores without any formal recognition of

exploring ways to introduce a similar
scheme in Bangladesh, one that will
help employers find the right person for
the right job with the right skills. It also
benefits the government by helping to
streamline migrant workers and returnee
workers by skills-type and bridge gaps
in the labour market. It also helps

the government with long-term skills
planning for the economy and future
employment creation.

The government of Bangladesh
currently uses the Recognition of Prior
Learning (RPL) scheme to measure
and certify a worker’s skillsets. TheRPL
system was introduced as part of the 2011
National Skills Development Policy to
help recognise the evolving, informal

two webinars to discuss the experiences,
challenges, and opportunities they
share on nature-based solutions and
approaches to fight climate change.

Despite the restrictions and limitations
imposed by the pandemic, it has been a
promising year for raising the profile of
NbS as a concept in Bangladesh. So, what
awaits us in 20217

There are a number of events
already lined up to continue the NbS
conversation. The first Gobeshona Global
Conference (January 18-24, 2021) will
have NbS as one of its central themes. The
University of Oxford is organising a NbS
conference in July where Bangladesh'’s
experience is expected to be highlighted.
Given that NbS is one of the core themes
of the COP26, we can expect more
activities in Bangladesh in this regard
leading up to November 2021.

In terms of creating new knowledge
of NbS, a number of ongoing research
projects are expected to give us more
understanding of and insight into
Bangladesh’s NbS, once these are
complete. We may also expect the NbS
Bangladesh Network to gain further
momentum and contribute towards
evidence-informed policy discussions.

Regarding broader policy and strategic
planning scopes, we believe the Eighth
Five-Year Plan will maintain its focus on
nature-based approaches as it did in the
Seventh Five-Year Plan. The projects to
be designed under the Bangladesh Delta
Plan 2100 will include NbS, as discussed
on March 15 at the Bangladesh Planning
Commission. Bangladesh is currently
preparing the National Adaptation Plan
(NAP) with support from the Green
Climate Fund (GCF). Given the country’s
long-term commitment and experience
with nature to protect its people from
climate change impacts, NbS should be
one of the core adaptation approaches of
the “Bangladesh NAP” due in May 2021.
We also expect that the revised NDC, to be
submitted to the UNFCCC by December
31, will keep NbS as the core actions as
Bangladesh updates its targets to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions by 2025.

While we show our enthusiasm in
using nature to solve our problems, we
must be careful not to interpret the NbS
concept wrongly. NbS means creating
forests with diverse species and maintain
biodiversity, not planting the same species
mile after mile. NbS must empower the
indigenous and local people and engage
them in their design and implementation,
and must not be injected from the
outside. NbS is not the ultimate solution
to climate change by reducing carbon
from our air, however. Without rapidly
decarbonising our economy and adopting
clean energy strategies, it is impossible to
survive the climate crisis. As we continue
the conversation in 2021, we must be
careful about possible misapplication and
abuse of the NbS concept.

Dr. Haseeb Md. Irfanullah is an independent
consultant working on environment, climate change,
and research systems.

His Twitter handle is @hmirfanullah

should

and on-the-job skills gained by workers.
While many Bangladesh-based workers
have acquired RPL certification, millions
of migrant workers and returnees remain
unaware of the system or its multiple
benefits in terms of increased earning
power and access to better-paid jobs at
home and overseas.

ILO Bangladesh is now working
closely with the MOEWOE and
Bangladesh Technical Education Board
(BTEB) to certify returnee migrant
workers for their reintegration and
re-migration. The country is making
steady progress in establishing and
implementing a Recognition of Prior
Learning (RPL) system. According to
BTEB, there are 411 RPL centres dotted
around the country, and they have
certified the skills of 41,560 workers,
including 15,000 migrant workers.

The MOEWOE is now looking to
strengthen and expand RPL and national
skills’ passports for Bangladeshi workers
across Asia. The Bangladesh High
Commission in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia has already taken the lead and
introduced RPL for migrant workers in
the kingdom. The plan is to now roll
out the scheme to dozens of destination
countries, which have high numbers of
Bangladeshi workers.

A migrant workforce that is skilled,
respected and certified has the potential
to be one of the country’s most valuable
financial assets. Ultimately, the more
these decent hard-working men and
women earn, the more their families,
and their beloved homeland, will
prosper.

Tuomo Poutiainen is Country Director for ILO
Bangladesh.



DHAKA THURSDAY DECEMBER 24,

2020, POUSH 9, 1427 BS

OPINION

@he Baily Star | 9

How the private health

HE Sustainable

I Development

Goals (SDGs)
are a collection of
17 interlinked goals
designed to be a
“blueprint to achieve
a better and more
sustainable future for
all”. The SDGs were
adopted in 2015 by
the United Nations General Assembly and
are intended to be achieved by 2030.

The third goal of SDG, or simply SDG 3,
which has health at its core aims to “ensure
healthy lives and promote well-being for
all at all ages”. Under this overarching
ambition, the focus areas of SDG 3 include
maternal, neo-natal and infant mortality,
communicable and non-communicable
diseases, tobacco use, universal health
coverage, sexual and reproductive healthcare,
R&D in health, increasing health financing,
training and risk reduction capacities, etc.

The private sector healthcare providers
do not only cover doctors and hospitals but
also include all prevention, primary through
tertiary care facilities, support organisations,
and all the technicians, support staff,
general employees, and volunteers who are
engaged in delivering healthcare services.
NGOs—there are about 105 national and 40
international ones—are also a key part of
the private healthcare sector.

Here is a general plan on how this sector
can be mobilised to help make the SDG 3 a
reality.

o

A M SHAMIM

Public-private partnership

Private sector entrepreneurship covers
around 60 percent of the health sector

in Bangladesh, having approximately
70,000 doctors and 100,000 hospital beds,
providing employment to around 10 lakh
people, and investment to the tune of
usD 3,500 crore. With proper support and
conducive conditions, this sector can be
made more efficient and effective bringing

help achieve SDG 3

in better quality and outcome for the
citizens. The foreign currency of about USD
1,000 crore that is going abroad every year
for the purpose of treatment, according

to one estimate, can be saved by building
people’s trust in this sector.

EMR and use of National ID card

EMR, or electronic medical records, can

be incorporated or interlinked with

our National ID (NID) cards so that

basic health-related information of the
people can be recorded along with their
sociodemographic information. The
Emergency ID card will contain the medical
records of an individual, and doctors can
access them easily, allowing them to provide
treatment swiftly and safely.

Separate Directorate for private sector

A separate Directorate General for private
health sector will help the sector run
smoothly by providing one-stop service

for the purpose of licensing, etc. which at
present is provided from 17 different offices.
Zonal health workers and national referral
In every zone of every district, there should
be zonal health workers who will be
responsible for the health and welfare of
the local community, along with family
physicians. There should be a proper referral
system to the district hospital for specialist
advice. In this way, the burden on specialist
medical professionals will be minimised.
Health insurance

Everyone should be brought under the
universal health coverage. There should

be different packages of health insurance
according to the socioeconomic quintiles of
people.

Clear paths for health professionals
Healthcare professionals like doctors,
nurses, and allied health workers should

be categorised according to their type of
work, such as academic, administrative and
practicing. It should be done in both the
government and private healthcare facilities.

Health education and promotion are key
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What happens in the private-sector healthcare is of vital importance not only to the vast
number of patients who are dependent on it, but also the policymakers who are under

pressure to handle the country’s growing health needs.

A person’s physical, mental, social and
spiritual health and healthcare needs should
be assessed and taken care of. NGOs, which
are already covering many of these areas,
can play a pivotal role in this regard. Some
of their interventions that contribute to the
concept of holistic health include literacy
programmes, nutrition, social awareness,
primary and preventive healthcare, essential
and professional skills building, mass-scale
counselling for the workforce in high-

risk industries (such as ship breaking),

etc. So this can be strengthened by more
investment and infusion of private equity.
Environmental, social and corporate
governance (ESG)

These should be the three central factors in
measuring the feasibility and societal impact
of healthcare facilities and interventions.
These criteria help to better determine the
future impact and sustainability of the
healthcare industry.
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Grading

All healthcare facilities should be graded
like Grade I, Grade II and Grade IIJ,
according to the pricing, type and quality
of services provided. However, the general
quality of clinical services has to be similar
across all the grades—the difference will lie
only in hospitality and other non-essential
perks that can vary from one facility to
another.

Non-branded (generic) drugs

Hospitals categorised in grades 2 and 3

will get the opportunity to provide non-
branded medicines (generic) to cut the cost
of services while preserving quality, as it can
be assumed that low-income people will
generally frequent those facilities.

Focus on local community clinics

Existing community clinics can be
strengthened by organising them under
committees, which should be comprised

sector can

of members from local authorities, public
representatives, and led by doctors or
medical professionals. Private sector players
can support the clinics as part of a social
enterprise model.
Accountability
First, Bangladesh Medical & Dental Council
(BM&DC) should be strengthened and
made the highest body responsible for
overseeing activities related to the medical
profession, and entrusted with the tasks
of registration, recognition, maintenance
and monitoring of all medical/healthcare
facilities and professionals. Second, there
should be a Health Service Ombudsman,
answerable to parliament, who will be
responsible for protecting the interests of
patients as well as health service providers.
Third, there should be an independent
Health Commission free from the influence
of the government and the private sector to
oversee all accountability exercises.
Research and Development
Private-sector R&D is critical for future
development of the health sector. The
research findings can be helpful for the
policymakers and should influence decisions
related to costing, accountability, and
governance. This will also have a critical
role while responding to health emergencies
like the Covid-19 pandemic—in treatment,
vaccination, post-Covid-19 complications,
etc.
Accreditation and quality of services
A national accreditation system for
healthcare providing organisations, under
Bangladesh Accreditation Body (BAB) or
some other competent authority, is a must
to ensure the quality of services provided
and build trust in local health facilities
among the general populace.

Finally, to achieve the SDG 3 targets,
the public and private sectors should work
hand in hand to improve the health and
wellbeing of the population in Bangladesh.

Dr A M Shamim is Managing Director, Labaid Group.

Reinforcing Respect: Considering dignity in the
Rohingya humanitarian response

MonammAaD Azizur. HOQUE and Jessica OLNEY

N our work as researchers with the
I Centre for Peace and Justice (CPJ), BRAC

University, we strive to understand refugee
community concerns, which we share in turn
with the humanitarians and decision-makers.
From June to November 2020, 30 Rohingya
refugee volunteers working with us under
CPJ's Refugee Studies Unit in Cox’s Bazar
consulted over 3,000 other camp residents
to address emerging concerns and questions
during the Covid-19 pandemic.

One frequent complaint from the
refugees is about the lack of consultation by
humanitarian actors and the failure to reflect
community concerns in programme planning
and implementation. There is a perception
that community feedback is inadequately
collected and reflected in programming and
aid distribution. As one Rohingya woman
shared, “Humanitarian agencies never come
listening to our opinions and preferences. We
have said that we dislike lentils and certain
other foods. Nevertheless, they have yet to
replace them with other items.” Another
Rohingya man said, “Even though we
complain frequently, NGOs do not respond
to our needs and challenges, which makes us
feel as if we are not esteemed.”
While NGO staff do sometimes undertake

a cursory consultative process, there is
insufficient communication to explain
if and how community requests end up
reflected in programme planning. Refugees
are unclear whether agencies’ priorities are
simply pre-identified—the legacies of a
cookie-cutter approach in which identical
programming is carried out across different
humanitarian responses globally—or whether
they do indeed have the right to voice their
needs and have them responded to. They
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Rohingya refugees living in the refugee camps of

Cox’s Bazar experience a sense of indignity for
various reasons.

want to know that NGOs recognise them as
dignified human beings, instead of as passive
beneficiaries of aid.

NGOs face many unavoidable limitations
in regard to their work with Rohingya
refugees in Cox’s Bazar, such as the short time
span allotted for aid projects, inadequate
funding, donor demands, and a shortage of
human resources. Despite these, respectful
treatment should be placed at the heart
of conversations around accountability of
humanitarians to the affected population.
Fortunately, matters of dignity and respect
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can always be addressed regardless of these
restrictions. Humanitarian agencies can
ensure that all staff are equipped with these
soft skills as a matter of principle.
Rohingya respondents consulted by
the CPJ volunteers emphasised specific
social, religious and economic dimensions
of dignity. Many of them view formal,
polite speech and greetings as expressions
of dignity. For instance, according to one
Rohingya youth, “You don't need to give
us a million dollars to make us happy...
just soft behaviour and communication,

with empathy and emotional support.”
Community members widely complained
that field-level staff such as security guards
sometimes shout at, verbally abuse and

even physically hit refugees with sticks. This
often happens in an effort to control crowds
waiting in food ration distribution queues or
at hospitals.

As a result, refugees—including those
who are highly esteemed within their own
community, such as elders and teachers—
often feel insulted and demotivated to
engage with humanitarian agencies to receive
further services. The resulting lack of trust
is compounded by a sense of resentment
that arises as people see NGO staff holding
higher social status, earning good salaries,
and displaying wealth in the form of vehicles,
clothes and equipment. Numerous camp
residents have expressed to CPJ volunteers
that they feel used by NGOs as a means to
personal and organisational enrichment.

For the Rohingya, dignity is also linked
with religious and cultural practices. Several
respondents said that women'’s conservative
lifestyle of staying inside the home is a matter
of prestige. Thus, many camp residents say
they would prefer gender-segregated queues
during rations distributions. In instances
where international norms around gender
equity do not mesh well with traditional
cultural norms, such as women being
required to receive aid directly to ensure
equitable distribution, these differences can
and should be clearly explained to those who
receive services by the responsible agencies.

Rohingya respondents also frequently
complained about perceived poor treatment
in camp health facilities. They explain that
a patient’s dignity is affected by the doctor
or nurse’s style of communication and the
amount of time that he or she spends talking

to a patient, listening with empathy and
fostering a comforting interaction. Many
Rohingya women also hesitate to receive
medical treatment from male doctors. Again,
women sometimes feel disrespected if they
have to wait in queues with men to receive
medical services.

The task of feeding and protecting nearly
a million Rohingya, a population larger
than that of Bhutan and many Western
countries, is not a small one, and over 100
Bangladeshi and international NGOs are
working from dawn to dusk across the 34
camps to uplift the lives of refugees. Despite
their complaints, Rohingya do show ample
gratitude to the government of Bangladesh
and its people for their incredible support. A
cookie-cutter approach was useful in the early
stages of the humanitarian response, but a
more responsive situational approach is now
needed which is more conducive to meeting
the expressed needs and preferences of the
Rohingya.

The nature of authoritativeness and
power distance between the NGO staff and
beneficiaries, and bias due to stereotypes,
prejudice and preconceived perceptions
against the Rohingya, leads to discrimination
that should be proactively addressed by those
with the power to do so. Finally, while CPJ
has not yet studied the ways in which similar
dynamics transpire between host community
beneficiaries and humanitarian actors, this is
an additional area that should be addressed
in the interest of overhauling asymmetrical
power issues affecting dignity and respect
across the aid response in Cox’s Bazar.

Azizul Hoque is a Research Associate and Jessica Olney is
a Visiting Researcher at the Centre for Peace and Justice,
BRAC University. The views expressed in this article are
those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the
positions of the centre or the university.
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Pinto Ghosh and his wife Shukonna
Mazumder Ghosh had already proven their
musical talents with their own respective
music careers, but with the “‘Tomake Chai’
track, they proved that they can be just as
good when working together. In this interview
with Rafi Hossain, the dynamic duo talks
about how they met and their careers.

Rafi Hossain: Welcome to Uncensored with Rafi
Hossain. Today, we are joined by two extremely talented
musicians, Pinto Ghosh and Shukonna Mazumder Ghosh.
Their music is very popular among music lovers nowadays.
Pinto and Shukonna, thank you for giving us your time.

Pinto Ghosh: Thank you so much for having us. We
are very happy to be here and talk to you.

Rafi: How did you two come together? Did you know
each other before?

Shukonna Ghosh: I was once on a reality show
where I got the chance to sing with Chirkutt, and
that was where I first met Pinto. During that time,
both of our families were looking for someone for
us to marry, so we told our parents about each
other and that is how we got together. What really
brought us together was our love for music. I was
a very cynical person when I was younger, and I
never would have believed that I could ever fall in
love with someone. I was very interested with the
kind of music he was involved with, so that made
me more interested in him. We would talk a lot,
but it was as if we never ran out of topics to talk
about. We always talked about music. Even now,
we talk about music most of the time.

Pinto Ghosh: At that time, I was facing a lot of
pressure from my family to get married. So, I decided
that if [ must marry, I should marry someone who is
a right fit for me. For me, the most important thing in
life is music. I spend most of my waking hours being
involved with music. There have even been instances
where [ forgot to eat because I was practising music.
So, I needed someone who would understand that,
and also be like that. That is why I felt that Shukonna
was a right fit for me, and once we started our life
together, I knew that I had made the right choice.
Rafi: Now that you both have shown the audience that
you can make amazing songs together, will this limit you
both from expanding your horizon?

Shukonna: No, absolutely not. We have never felt

Here are
some binge
worthy
movie and
series you
can spend
your time
watching
while you
stay at
home social
distancing,
keeping
yourself,

as well as
others, safe.

she be the killer?

The flight attendant

The Flight Attendant is a comedy-drama
miniseries, aired on November 26, 2020

on HBO Max. It was developed by Steve Yocke,
produced by Erika Kennair, Jennifer Lence and
Raymond Quinlan under the banners of Berlanti
Productions, Yes, Norman Productions and Warner
Bros. Television Studios, and stars Kaley Cuoco,
Michiel Huisman and Zosia Mamet, among
others. The series, which is based on the
eponymous novel by Chris Bohjalian, follows the
events that unfold after a flight attendant wakes
up in an unknown hotel with a dead man. Could

that just because we made something amazing
together, it should limit us. We will still continue to
work with other amazing musicians and continue
expanding our horizons. There are many rumors cir-
culating about how I will not do playbacks with oth-
er singers, but that is absolutely not true. I am even
working on some songs with Tanveer Alam Shawjeeb
currently. We have some differences in the types of
music we make, and I want to continue working with
what I prefer making. The same goes for him here.
He is also working on some projects, and his work
will appear on Bishwo Shundori which I did not sing.
So, we both are going to continue working with other
people. However, I must add that when we made To-
make Chai for the film Fagun Haway, I never expected
to receive such love from audience. I am very grateful
to everyone that told me how much they loved the

song and also to the people who are listening to it.

Pinto: We are together, but we like to keep our work
lives separate. About the song we did for Fagun
Haway, it is an interesting story. I made a demo for
the song from home and gave it to the filmmaker
Tauquir Ahmed. He really liked the song, and I even
told him that I should try some other vocalists with
it, but he was adamant that I do it in the style of the
demo with Shukonna.

Rafi: Pinto, what was the first movie that you gave your
music to?

Pinto: I first did the background score for Dub Satar
by Nurul Alam Atique. I also did the background
score for Monpura. Aside from these, I also did play-
back for some FDC based films. I have been fortunate
enough to do the music for many other films. I was
the music director in Ochena Hridoy, which was also
Shukonna'’s debut of having her song on a film.

Rafi: What was the first song that brought you to the
spotlight, Pinto?

Pinto: It is a very funny story. The first song [ made

Please promote Bangla
music, and especially
the Bangla songs which
you enjoy. I would
request people to share
Bangladeshi songs more
than songs from other
countries.

which gained popularity was actually stolen from
me. This was back in 2006 or 2007, and I was making
a song for a film. The whole team of the film was a
lot of newcomers, including myself. So, when the
film went into postproduction, it took us around
two years to finish. During that time, the song which
I made was already released, and a lot of people

had heard it and made covers of it. People thought
that it was by an Indian artist, and since we did not
know much about copyrights, someone else came
and claimed the song. I did not know how to handle
those things back then. I was very hurt at the time.
What hurt the most was that the person who stole

it never mentioned my name, and just recorded the
whole thing in their own voice. However, when the
film was released on YouTube, I saw that the song

on it was the version I made. My journey in music
has been filled with ups and downs. So, whenever
someone asks me to tell my story, I am always a little
confused as to how I should say it.

Rafi: Do you have any final message for the readers?

Pinto: I am very grateful to those who have contin-
ued to support me over the years and will continue
to support me. Please promote Bangla music, and
especially the Bangla songs which you enjoy. I
would request people to share Bangladeshi songs
more than songs from other countries. If we share
good content on social media, more people will
find good Bangla songs, and that will help the
music scene in our country. Since a lot of music is
released nowadays, people might not find many
good Bangla songs. So, please support Bangladeshi
music by spreading good songs. I also want to ask
people to take care of their health, especially since
we are in a global pandemic now.

Shukonna: I will also ask everyone to take care of
themselves and their families. Please take care of
your hearing, as musicians like us who work to
give you entertainment need you to listen to our
music. So, please make sure not to expose your
ears to loud noises. I also want to ask everyone to
support our music. We are living in a very difficult
time now, so please take care of yourselves, and
keep on fighting.

Ridwan Intisaar Mahbub

POPCORN HIGHLIGHTS
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The Croods: A New Age is an animated
adventure-comedy film, directed by Joel
Crawford, produced by Mark Swift under the
banner of DreamWorks Animation, distributed

by Universal Pictures, and stars the voices
of Nicolas Cage, Emma Stone and Ryan

— T —

Bappy at
the end of

the year

At the end of the year, actor Bappy Chowdhury is set to begin
shooting for his new film, Give and Take. The film is being
directed by Apurba Rana, and the screenplay is being done by
Ferari Farhad. Starring alongside Bappy are actors Adhora Khan
and Bipasha Kabir. Bappy said, “I will be playing a deranged
person in this movie. It has a very modern story; it can be
classified as a romantic thriller with elements of horror in it.”
Aside from this, Bappy is awaiting the release of another film,
Priyo Komola, which also stars Apu Biswas.

Ridwan Intisaar Mahbub

PHOTO: COLLECTED

Faria Shahrin as
Mona Lisa

Model and actor Faria Shahrin will soon be seen on some dra-
mas which are being made. Among the dramas she will appear
on, one is titled Mona Lisa. She will be acting alongside Manoj
Pramanik in this drama. The screenplay is done by Ahmed
Farooq and it is directed by Kazi Saif Ahmed. It will be released
this coming Valentine’s Day. Aside from those, Faria Shahrin is
also busy shooting for a television series, Bachelor’s Point.

Ridwan Intisaar Mahbub

Mission
comin
h“"'-—--—.
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The film Mission Extreme could not be released last Eid-ul-
Fitr due to the COVID-19 outbreak, but now, a new release
date has been set for the film. A poster was released for the
action-thriller that showed that the movie will be released
on this upcoming Eid-ul-Fitr. The story and screenplay are
written by Sunny Sanwar who is also co-directing the film
alongside Faisal Ahmed. The cast for the film includes Sadia
Nabila, Arifin Shuvoo, Iresh Zaker and Fazlur Rahman Babu,
alongside many others. Arifin Shuvoo said, “After a long-time
people are starting to come back to the cinema halls. I think

that once Mission Extreme is released, it will cause more people
to return to theatres.”

Ridwan Intisaar Mahbub

AINEWIAGE

Reynolds, among others. A sequel to The
Croods (2013), the storyline follows the lives of
the prehistoric Croods family and their bitter
rivalry with another family, the Bettermans,
who claim to be more evolved. It was first
released on November 25, 2020 in theatres.

Andhaghaaram

Andhaghaaram is a Tamil supernatural-horror

film, following the lives of three men who realise
that they may be connected after mysterious
supernatural events occur surrounding them. It was
written and directed by V. Vignarajan, produced by
Priya Atlee, Sudhan Sundaram and Jayaram under
the banners of A for Apple, Passion Studios and O2
Pictures, and stars Arjun Das, Vinoth Kishan and
Kumar Natarajan, among others. It was aired

on Netflix on November 24, 2020.
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Saif Sporting Club players celebrate one of their three goals against Arambagh during their Walton Federation Cup fixture at the Bangabandhu

National Stadium yesterday.

PHOTO: AMRAN HOSSAIN

Saif SC see off Baridhara

SPORTS REPORTER

| Title aspirant Saif SC began
their Federation Cup
campaign in fine fashion with
an emphatic 3-0 win over
e | lightweights Uttar Baridhara

- " Club in the Group B opener at

the Bangabandhu National Stadium yesterday.

Saif SC might posted what seemed an easy
triumph based on the scoreline, but they
faced a stiff challenge and they kept at bay
for 48 minutes before a suicidal mistake from
Baridhara -- perhaps a consequence of just 10
days of practice ahead of the tournament --
handed them the breakthrough.

The youthful Saif SC team, featuring three
to four national players, dominated pre-
season discussions after vibrant performances
in warm-up matches against Sheikh Russel,
Mohammedan and Bangladesh  Police.
However, they found the going tough in their
first competitive match under Belgian coach
Paul Put.

Saif SC, playing in a 4-1-2-3 formation,
tried to penetrate from the flanks, with left-
back Rahmat Mia and right-back Yeasin Arafat
delivering numerous crosses that were fended

off effortlessly by Baridhara’s Egyptian defender
Abdel Rahim.

Coach Zahidur Rahman Milon saw his side
go close to taking the lead twice in the first half
but Saif SC goalkeeper Pappu Hossain denied
Uzbek midfielder Evgeniy Kochnev in the 21st
minute while Sujon Biswas tumbled inside the
box after receiving a nice cut-back from Egypt's
Abdel Khalek Hammad and let a scoring chance

SCORE

ARAMBAGH 2-0 BROTHERS UNION
CHIZOBA CHRISTOPHER 44
MURAD HOSSAIN 90
SAIFSC 3-0 UTTARBARIDHARA (LUB
ABDEL RAHIM (0G)-49
KECHUKWU NGWOKE-63
FAISAL AHMED FAHIM-68

pass him by two minutes from the break.

“First of all, we could not maintain the tempo
that we have seen during training session. So
I found my players were not that good,” Put
said. “After the break, I briefed them to have
patience and changed the tactics to expose the
opponent’s backline. We dominated the second
half and had 70 to 75 per cent possession. We

were also a bit lucky to get an own goal from
the opponents. Still we have a long way to go
and it is always important to have a good start.”

Saif SC gained a stranglehold in the second
half and Abdel Rahim bundled into his own
net while attempting to clear a low cross
from Saif SC's Uzbek midfielder Sirojuddin
Rakhmatullaev four minutes into the second
half.

Instead of whipping in crosses as they had
been doing, Saif SC employed crisp passing
while inviting their opponents to press and
effectively exploited the spaces left behind.

Nigeria's Tkechukwu Ngwoke collected the
ball near the halfway line and made a daunting
run into the box before firing a powerful shot
past goalkeeper Azad Hossain in the 63rd
minute before Faisal Ahmed Fahim ran into the
box down the left and found the inside of the
near post to ensure victory in the 68th minute.

In the day’s second match, Arambagh posted
a 2-0 win over Brothers Union, courtesy of
strikes from Murad Hossain Chowdhury and
Nigeria’s Chizoba Christopher.

Brothers, who came into the tournament on
the back of just two days of preparation, could
have left the field with a point but the forwards
squandered a few good chances.

What to

T SPORTS
Federation Cup
Abahani vs
Mohammedan Sporting
Live from 7:15 pm

MESSI MARVELS AT
OWN RECORD

AFP, MADRID

." Lionel Messi beat Pele’s
@" record of goals for a single
‘. club when he scored
LaLiga his 644th for Barcelona

in a 3-0 victory against
Valladolid on Tuesday.

The Argentina forward scored
Barca's third goal when he collected
Pedri’s backheel and struck the ball
past goalkeeper Jordi Masip in the
65th minute.

“When I started playing football
I never thought I would break any
records. And even less the one I
achieved today,” Messi posted on
Instagram shortly after the game.

“I can only thank all those
who helped me over the years, my
teammates, my family, my friends
and all those who support me every

Me551 had equalled Pele on
Saturday in a 2-2 draw with
Valencia. The two men scored at
almost an equal rate for their clubs.

It was the 33-year-old Argentine’s
749th competitive match for Barca,
meaning he has scored a goal every
1.16 games. The Brazilian scored
643 goals in 757 matches with
Santos, where he played between
1956 and 1974, or one every 1.17
matches.

“Like you, I know what it’s like
to love wearing the same shirt every
day. Like you, I know that there is
nothing better than the place we
feel at home,” Pele wrote to Messi
on Instagram after the Argentine
tied the record.

“Congratulations on  your
historic record, Lionel. But above
all, congratulations on your
beautiful career at Barcelona.
Stories like ours, of loving the same
club for so long, unfortunately will
be increasingly rare in football. I
admire you very much.”

Messi, a six-time Ballon d'Or
winner, is by far the highest scorer
in Barca history (Cesar Rodriguez
is next on 230 goals), the highest
scorer in the history of the Spanish
league championship (451 goals,
ahead of Cristiano Ronaldo’s 311),
and the player who has won the
most trophies with the Catalan club
(34, including four Champions
Leagues).

“I see Messi happy. He is working
hard, and he is a very important
part of our attacking game,” said
Koeman after the win. Pele claims to
have scored more than a thousand
goals, counting all the matches he
played, official and unofficial.

MOST GOALS FOR A SINGLE CLUB

Lionel Messi (Barcelona) 644
Pele (FC Santos) 643
Gerd Muller (Bayern Munich) 565
Fernando Peyroteo (Sporting CP) 544
Josef Bican (Slavia Prague) 534
Jimmy McGrory (Celtic) 522
Jimmy Jones (Glenavon) 517
Uwe Seeler (Hamburg) 507
Eusebio (Benfica) 473
(ristiano Ronaldo (Real Madrid) 450

Ronaldo, Bonucci apologise
for ‘worst’ of season

AFP, MILAN
Cristiano Ronaldo and
Leonardo Bonucci on
Wednesday apologised to
semea Juventus fans for the “worst”

performance of the season as

the Italian champions’ fell to
their first Serie A defeat this term against
lowly Fiorentina.

The ‘Bianconeri’ played most of the
match a man down after Juan Cuadrado
was sent off after quarter of an hour in
their Allianz Stadium, losing 3-0 to the
Tuscany side who are 15th after ending
an eight-match winless run.

“The worst Juventus of this first part of
the season. I apologise to the fans in my
name, first of all. There is nothing to add,”
defender Bonucci wrote on Instagram.

Ronaldo blasted “a far from acceptable
result” as the Portuguese star failed to add
to his Serie A-leading tally of 12 league
goals so far. “Yesterday, with a poor

performance and a far from acceptable
result we closed our scheduled games
for 2020, a special year in many ways,”
said the five-time Ballon d'Or winner

on Instagram. “Empty stadiums, COVID

Saifuddin hoping latest injury
mends before WI series

thoughts

REUTERS, JOHANNESBURG

No captaincy

for Markram

protocols,
stoppages and a very tight calendar.

“But this is no excuse for anything.
We know that we have to give more of
ourselves, in order to play better and to
win in a more consistent way. “We are
Juventus! And we simply cannot accept
anything less than excellence on the
pitch!

“I hope this short stoppage may help
us to come back stronger and more
united than ever, because the season
is still far from over and in the end we
believe that we will, once again, celebrate
with our fans.

“Believe in us, trust our team as much
as we trust you, and we will deliver! Fino
Alla Fine!” The defeat came hours after
the nine-time reigning Serie A champions
learned they must play the match against
Napoli which was cancelled on October 4
after the southerners decided not to travel
to Turin because of coronavirus cases.

Napoli won their appeal to the Italian
Olympic Committee (CONI) after being
handed a 3-0 defeat and a one-point
deduction.

postponed  games,

PHOTO: TWITTER

Juventus defender Matthijs de Ligt is on the ground as Fiorentina players

celebrate one of their three goals at the Allianz Stadium in Turin on Tuesday.

long

SPORTS REPORTER

Injuries  have
become a
regular feature
of young
Bangladesh
pace-bowling all-rounder Mohammad
Saifuddin’s fledgling career, and the
latest setback is a ligament injury from
which he is currently recovering.

The 24-year-old suffered an ankle
injury ahead of the Bangabandhu T20
Cup while training, but managed to
make a comeback in the middle of the
tournament for Minister Rajshahi.

However, the cricketer from Feni
has been struggling with his ligament
despite recovering from the ankle
injury and an MRI showed that
Saifuddin has injured the ligament on
his right leg. The cricketer currently
going through a rehabilitation
programme will be wunder the

observation of the Bangladesh Cricket
Board’s medical team for three weeks.

“I was in the bio-secure bubble
during the Bangabandhu T20 Cup
which is the reason I couldn’t do the
MRI then. So, after doing the MRI it
was found that there are some issues

in my ligament. Usually the pain
[from an ankle injury] goes away
after a week, but since I was still
experiencing pain after that, I thought
there may be some issues. I am doing
my rehabilitation  programme],”

Saifuddin told reporters in Mirpur
yesterday.

The cricketer, however, will have
to undergo a fitness and bowling test
ahead of the three-match ODI series
against the West Indies, who are
scheduled to arrive in Bangladesh on
January 10. “Obviously I am hopeful
of making it for the upcoming three-
match ODI series against the West
Indies. But I have to go through the
fitness and bowling test and only if
everything goes well, will T get the
green signal to play the series,” he
added.

The pace-bowling all-rounder, who
has been injury-prone from a very
early age, looked for inspiration at the
examples of Mashrafe Bin Mortaza
and Rubel Hossain, who managed to
overcome numerous injury hurdles
and represent Bangladesh for a long
time in international cricket.

Navy ease

Warner, Abbott out of 2nd Test

AFP, Sydney

outbreak.

into final

SPORTS REPORTER

Star-studded Bangladesh
Navy made it three wins
out of three with a 5-3 win
over Bangladesh Army in
the Victory Day Hockey
tournament at the Maulana
Bhasani Hockey Stadium
yesterday.

The win eased Navy
into the final with a match
in hand against Sonali
Bank, who also raised their
hopes of qualifying for the
final with a 4-0 win over
Bangladesh Police.

Ashraful Islam slotted a
treble for Navy, who also
saw Mahbub Hossain and
Abed Uddin scoring one
goal apiece. Abdul Malek,
Ahsan Habib and Monoj
Babu netted one goal each
for Bangladesh Army.

O ¢

to shake off the groin injury that kept him
out of the opening fixture, Cricket Australia
said Wednesday.

The governing body said Warner and
paceman Sean Abbott had also been
excluded from
bio-secure bubble in Melbourne as a
precaution due to a Covid-19 outbreak in
their hometown Sydney.

“While neither player has been in a
specific hotspot as outlined by NSW Health,
Cricket Australia’s bio-security protocols do
not allow them to rejoin the squad in time
for the Boxing Day Test,” it said.

The second Test against India starts at the
Melbourne Cricket Ground on December
26 and the teams have been training in bio-
secure bubbles.

Warner and Abbott flew to Melbourne
on Saturday hoping to avoid quarantine
issues arising from the Sydney Covid-19

Star Australian batsman
David Warner will miss
Boxing Day Test
against India after failing

the Australian team’s

But the team'’s
prevented them from joining the squad in
time for the Test, and Cricket Australia said
Warner would not have recovered from in
time anyway..

Covid-19 protocols

Aiden Markram must first
cement his place in the side
before he can realise his
dream of captaining South
Africa, though the opening
batsman feels refreshed
ahead of a two-test home
series against Sri Lanka that
starts on Boxing Day.

Markram, 26, was
earmarked early in his
career as a future test

captain, but the poor form
in a turbulent 18 months
where he lost his place in
the side means he is back to
square one and looking to
reignite his career.

White-ball skipper
Quinton de Kock has
agreed to lead the test
team for the 2020-21
international season until
a long-term appointment
can be made, and Markram
is concentrating only on
scoring runs before thinking
of anything else.

“In terms of captaincy,
it is something 1 really
enjoy doing, but I have not
put much focus on that,”
Markram told reporters on
Wednesday.

“I am playing for my
spot again, so for me to
be thinking about the
captaincy is certainly not
on my radar. I haven't been
good enough over the past
18 months.”

The tall opener scored
exactly 1,000 runs in his
first 10 tests, averaging
55.55, but managed just
424 in the next 10 at 22.31
with no centuries.

“I played a lot of cricket
where 1 was struggling,
so 1 didn’t have time to
reflect on things that maybe
worked in the past and just
slow things down,” he said.



City

@he Daily Star

MATARBARI POWER PLANT
Cox's Bazar

SHAH
CEMENT

1 2 DHAKA THURSDAY DECEMBER 24, 2020, POUSH 9, 1427 BS

LT FIRATTAYT !
(-, BSRM

' building a safer nation

PROUD
CONSTRUCTION
PARTNER

INTER-DISTRICT BUSES

Govt plans 4
terminals on

Partex Group
chairman
MA Hashem
passes away

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

M A
Hashem,
eminent
industrialist
and founder
of Partex
Group,
passed away early today.

He was 78.

The former member
of parliament had been
in critical condition and
undergoing treatment at
Evercare Hospital in Dhaka
since December 16 after
testing positive for Covid-19.

He breathed his last at
1:20am, said Arif Mahmud,
head of medical service of
Evercare Hospital Ltd.

His son Aziz Al Kaiser
also confirmed the demise
of the entrepreneur who
built industries in several
sectors since he began his
journey as a businessman at
the beginning of 1960.

city fringes
Aims to cut traffic jam by phasing out
Gabtoli, Mohakhali, Sayedabad

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government has primarily selected four sites on the periphery of
the capital to set up four bus terminals to stop inter-district buses from
entering the city.

After setting up these four terminals, it will phase out the three existing
inter-district terminals at Mohakhali, Gabtoli and Sayedabad, which will
become city bus terminals under the new system.

The four new terminals will be built at Savar’s Birulia and Hemayetpur,
Keraniganj's Teghria and at Kanchpur.

The move was made to stop inter-district buses from entering Dhaka
city, which worsens the traffic congestion, said the two city corporation
mayors while visiting one of the spots in Savar yesterday.

With an aim to increase discipline in the capital’s public transport, the
government in 2018 had formed a 10-member bus route rationalisation
committee to bring all public buses under a fixed number of companies.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

Flr o

Trash collectors dumping waste collected from nearby households at a roadside ditch in Beribandh
area of the capital’s Hazaribagh. As piles of garbage fill up the yard, a lot of the waste is burned,
which causes air pollution. The photo was taken recently.

PHOTO:
PRABIR DAS
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100 Bangladeshis

sent back from
Abu Dhabi Airport

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Farmers fear
crop loss as
cold spell
lingers on

STAR REPORT

Scientists achieve

FIRST YEAR OF BANGLADESH
BANGABANDHU'S NATION-BUILDING CHALLENGES

Work to establish a happy society:
Bangabandhu

As the cold spell lingers

December 24, 1972 this spirit. on, farmers are in fear of
The prime incurring losses because Around 100 Bangladeshi workers heading to Saudi Arabia
S S L ' ! 8 g
HAMSUDDOZA SAJEN minister their crops might be were forced to return from Abu Dhabi Monday night
SWADHIN BANGLA BETAR speaks at a affected by the bitter cold. following the sudden decision of the Saudi government

function at the
Gono Bhaban
organised
by the Swadhin Bangla Betar Karmi
Samity, a body of artists, announcers
and others who had been connected
with the Swadhin Bangla Betar, which
used to operate from Mujibnagar
during the months of the Liberation
War. Appreciating their role in the
Liberation War, Bangabandhu says in an
SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

WORKERS' ROLE LAUDED

Prime Minister Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman today makes a
fervent appeal to all to work for

the establishment of a happy and
exploitation-free society on the ashes
left by the enemy. He says the lakhs
of shaheeds of the Liberation War
would never come back. But those
toiling people who survived the war
must be enabled to enjoy the fruits of
independence. He asks all to work in

Now, they are applying
different tactics to protect
their crops, specially Boro
seedlings and potato.

“I keep my entire
seedbeds covered with
clothes or polythene at
night and uncover these » -

when the sun is visible,” . th .
said Animesh Barman, Today is the 47 I:_}eaih Anr:uversary of
Begum Firdaus Rizvi

to suspend all international flights, including to and from
Dhaka.

According to the workers, they were flying to Saudi
Arabia via Abu Dhabi from Dhaka on Sunday, Shariful
Hasan, head of Brac migration programme, said yesterday.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 3

INDEPENDENT.CO.UK

Quantum teleportation - sending qubits of photons
through a fiber-optic cable - has been demonstrated
by researchers for the first time.

The achievement could be used to develop a
quantum internet service, which would revolutionise
data storage and computing; scientists also claim it
will usher in a new era of communication.

Scientists sent qubits through 44 kilometers of
fiber-optic network with a 90 percent degree of

SEE PAGE 4 COL 1

a farmer of Chutbathina
village in Thakurgoan
Sadar upazila.

He has prepared the
seedbeds on five decimals
of land.

“We will have to do it
until the weather improves.
If the cold spell lingers on,
it will be difficult for us to
protect the seedlings,” said
Shahidul Islam, another
farmer of Panditpara village
of the same upazila.

“We have to spray

SEE PAGE 4 COL 3

BSF kills another
Bangladeshi amid
zero killing talks

STAR REPORT

US under siege from
Covid-19

Hospitals overwhelmed before holidays as
Trump rejects Covid relief bill

Us officials to ban travel from the United
Kingdom.

The United States is already grappling
with a nationwide spike in infections that
added more than a million new cases in
just six days, according to a Reuters tally,
a total of more than 18 million since the

We request all relatives, friends
and well-wishers to remember her in their
prayers and to pray for eternal peace of her soul
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AGENCIES India’s Border Security Force shot dead a Bangladeshi
citizen along the border in Mymensingh Tuesday night
while the director general of the force was participating in
a conference with their Bangladeshi counterparts where
the top agenda was to stop border killings.

Khairul Islam, 40, the man who was killed, was a cattle

trader of Gubrakura village in Haluaghat, Mymensingh,

Americans were warned again not to travel
for Christmas as the latest Covid-19 surge
left hospitals struggling to find beds for
the sick and political leaders imposed
restrictions to try to curb new infections,
making for a grim holiday season.

pandemic began.
A new, even more contagious variant of

In California, an epicenter of the latest

reports our correspondent in the district.
Khairul was shot in Gubrakura area along the border

PRAYERTIMING DECEMBER 24
Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha

https://mowca.gov.bd-ce  do/od/303d =ifey

the coronavirus quickly spreading across surge, intensive care unit (ICU) beds were | by BSF personnel patrolling near the international border oHE SEATG AHE oA T VSIS
Britain caused more fear in Americans scarce and hospitals said they lacked enough | pillar 1124 around 8:30pm, according to police and Border Mcﬂ: :r';: 112_?55 i::: ::; ;:gg i = Sl it
already weary from nine months of the doctors and nurses to care for patients. Guard Bangladesh (BGB) officers. E-mail: apc.mowca@gmail.com o
pandemic and prompted talks among top SEE PAGE 4 COL 5 SEE PAGE 4 COL 1 SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION (eSO ST Al A0 |
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Journey towards prosperity
UCB is now at Banani 11
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Mr. Anisuzzaman Chowdhury, Chairman, nmittee, United

nmercial Bank Limited will attend as Special Guest.
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