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7 held over 
gang rape 
in Gazipur
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gazipur

Police yesterday held 
seven men over gang-rape 
of a woman in Gazipur’s 
Kapasia upazila.

The prime suspect, 
however, was still at large, 
said Sub-Inspector Aminul 
Islam, in-charge of Kapasia 
Police Station.

The woman, a mother 
of one, was visiting her 
parents’ home in Kapasia. 
One Shakhawat, the prime 
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Chicken-sized 
dinosaur with fur 
mane discovered

INDEPENDENT.CO.UK

A new chicken-sized dinosaur with flamboyant 
features used to attract mates or intimidate foes has 
been discovered.

Ubirajara jubatus, which lived about 110 million 
years ago, had elaborate plumage including a long 
fur mane and stiff ribbons projecting from its 
shoulders.

Researchers said these shoulder ribbons were 
not scales, fur or feathers and are believed to be 
unique to the animal. Each had a small sharp ridge 
running along the middle.
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December 19, 1972

SHAMSUDDOZA SAJEN

BANGABANDHU LAUDS SERVICES OF PROVISIONAL GOVT
Prime Minister Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 
acknowledges the highest sense of patriotism and sacrifice of 
the officials who helped run the provisional government from 
Mujibnagar. While addressing a function arranged by Mujibnagar 
Karmachari Samity, Bangabandhu says today that the independence 
of the country has been their 
greatest reward. He announces the 
government’s decision to pay nine 
months’ arrears to the officials 
who worked from Mujibnagar. 
This announcement is greeted with 
cheers. 

Bangabandhu, however, 
upbraids the officials who stayed 
back and helped the occupation forces.  
IMPART VOCATIONAL TRAINING TO YOUTH: BANGABANDHU
Bangabandhu has stressed the paramount need to impart 
vocational training to the youth of the country. He tells 
a delegation of the teachers of the technical institute of 
Mohammadpur that the new nation needs a large number of 
technically trained hands who would contribute their expertise to 
the development of the country. The prime minister points out that 
since Bangla has become the national language of the country, a 

FIRST YEAR OF BANGLADESH
BANGABANDHU’S NATION-BUILDING CHALLENGES

Mujibnagar officials to get 
9 months’ arrears
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Covax to begin vaccine 
delivery in early 2021
Says WHO; Moderna shots set for imminent US 

approval; India ready to start voluntary inoculation
AGENCIES

The World Health Organization and 
partners yesterday said that the Covax 
facility, created to ensure equitable access 
to Covid-19 vaccines worldwide, expected 
to begin delivering jabs early next year, as 
Moderna’s vaccine was set for imminent 
approval in the US.  

The UN health agency, the Gavi 

vaccine alliance, and the Coalition for 
Epidemic Preparedness Innovations 
(CEPI) announced they had now secured 
nearly two billion doses of various vaccine 
candidates still under development on 
behalf of the 190 countries taking part in 
Covax.

“The arrangements announced today 
will enable all participating economies to 
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Gemcon Khulna players celebrating with the Bangabandhu T20 Cup trophy at the Sher-e-Bangla National 

Stadium in Mirpur yesterday. They beat Gazi Group Chattogram by five runs in an enthralling final of just the 

second cricket tournament held in the country amid the coronavirus pandemic. PHOTO: FIROZ AHMED
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Sculpture of 
Bagha Jatin 
vandalised 
in Kushtia
Case filed; cops quiz 4
AMANUR AMAN, Kushtia

Some unidentified 
miscreants have vandalised 
a statue of British 
revolutionary leader 
Bagha Jatin on the campus 
premises of Kaya College 
in Kushtia’s Kumarkhali 
upazila.

The nose and some parts 
of the right cheek of the 
statue was damaged on 
Thursday night, said police. 

An under-construction 
sculpture of Father of the 
Nation Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was 
also vandalised in the district 
town on December 5. 

Principal of Kaya 
College Harun-ur 
Rashid filed a case with 
Kumarkhali Police Station 
yesterday against a group of 
unnamed people. 

Meanwhile, police 
summoned four people, 
including the principal, for 
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A solitary patient 

receiving treatment 

while the other beds 

of the eight-bed ward 

on the 8th floor of the 

Mugda Medical College 

and Hospital remain 

empty. While the ICU 

was full, the number of 

patients at the general 

wards had halved over 

the last three or four 

days. There was an even 

greater reduction in 

the number of Covid-19 

tests at the facility.
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City

Approval from 3 
authorities must 
for foreign trips
Rules HC about officials below 
rank of joint secretary
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court has ruled that any government official 
below the rank of joint secretary must take permission 
from the cabinet division and finance ministry, along with 
the approval from his or her own ministry, for any official 
foreign tour. 
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Good move; now 
follow them up

Experts suggest settling pending issues 
discussed during Hasina-Modi summit

PORIMOL PALMA

The Bangladesh-India prime minister-level 
summit on Thursday was a remarkable step 
forward in advancing not only bilateral 
relations but also regional connectivity and 
economic integration, analysts have said.

They observed that the outstanding 
issues, including water-sharing deals, 
border killings, and trade barriers, need to 
be settled at the earliest, clearing the path 
for continued progress between the two 
friendly neighbours who share a common 
history.

The summit also opened a scope for 
deepening friendship as the countries will 
be celebrating jointly and separately the 
50 years of Bangladesh’s victory, which 
is also a victory for India whose army 
fought against Pakistan for Bangladesh’s 
birth in 1971, and the 50th anniversary of 
diplomatic relations.

Foreign relations experts say there were 
some concerns in Bangladesh over India’s 

National Register of Citizenship (NRC) 
and Citizenship Amendment Act. Leaving 
those aside, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina 
and her counterpart Narendra Modi on 
Thursday spoke with great warmth, albeit 
virtually, in a clear demonstration of the 
will to move ahead.

The two sides signed seven MoUs for 
advancing cooperation on modernising 
agriculture, digital economy, renewable 
energy, hydrocarbon, environment 
conservation, technology transfer and trade 
and investment.

A significant event in the summit was 
the inauguration of the Chilahati-Haldibari 
rail link after 55 years. The Karimganj-
Mahisashan rail link on the Assam side is 
likely to become operational in 2022. With 
these, all six rail connections between the 
two countries will be operational, making it 
easy for mobility of goods and passengers.

“This [Chilahati-Haldibari] is an 
important rail link that will eventually 
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DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

More than 100 UK MPs have called on 
the British government to support The 
Gambia’s Rohingya genocide case at 
the International Court of Justice (ICJ) 
as human rights violations against the 
Rohingyas continue.

“Ending impunity is essential not only 
to ensure justice and uphold international 
law, but also to deter further international 
crimes by the military in Myanmar,” 
according to a letter to UK Secretary of 
State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, Dominic Raab MP, issued on 
Thursday.

Rushanara Ali and Jeremy Hunt, 
co-chairs of the All-Party Parliamentary 
Group on the Rights of the Rohingya, 
signed the letter on behalf of 104 
lawmakers. 

The MPs said, “We are convinced that if 
the United Kingdom joins the case, it will 
bring significant added value, both legally 
and symbolically.”

The Gambia has brought proceedings 
against Myanmar for breach of the 
Genocide Convention, in response to 

ROHINGYA GENOCIDE CASE

104 UK MPs 
urge govt to 
support it
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Mahmudullah 
sparkles as 
Khulna take
the title
STAR SPORT DESK

S k i p p e r 
Mahmudu-
llah Riyad 
played the 
d e c i s i v e 
hand to help 
G e m c o n 
Khulna overcome Gazi 
Group Chattogram by 
five runs in the final of 
the Bangabandhu T20 
Cup at the Sher-e-Bangla 
National Stadium in Mirpur 
yesterday. 

Bangladesh’s T20I 
captain hit a polished, 
unbeaten 70 to fish his 
side out of trouble and 
post a competitive 155 for 
seven. Chattogram, led 
by Mohammad Mithun 
and the form team in the 
tournament, fought till 
the very end courtesy of a 
sparkling 53 from Shykat 
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