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PBI charges Delwar
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PBI officials in a press conference at PBI's Noakhali office around 11:00am.
After the press conference, the PBI officials went to the court and submitted the charge

sheet around 12:30pm.

The accused in the case are Delwar Hossain, Jamal Uddin, Noor Hossain Badal, Abdur
Rahim, Mohammad Ali, Shamsuddin Sumon, Israfil Hossain Miah, Mainuddin Saju,
Noor Hossain Russel, Anwar Hossain Sohag, Abdur Rob Chowdhury, Mostafizur Rahman,

Mizanur Rahman and Moazzem Hossain Sohag.

PBI submitted the charge sheet within 69 days and 48 working days of receiving the

responsibilities to investigate into the case, said Mohammad Igbal.

A gang of criminals brutally tortured a woman after entering her residence in Noahkhali's
Begumganj upazila at Joykrishnapur village of Eklashpur union on September 2. A footage

of the incident went viral on social media on October 2.

It drew huge outrage across the country forcing the law enforcement agencies to take
action against the criminals. Later, the victim filed three separate cases in this connection.

‘Democracy prevailed’
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assumed outsized significance in light of Trump’s extraordinary effort to subvert the
process due to what he has falsely alleged was widespread voter fraud in the November

3 election.

California, the most-populous US state, put Biden over the 270 votes needed to win the
Electoral College when its 55 electors unanimously cast ballots for him and his running
mate, Kamala Harris. Biden and Harris - the first woman, first Black person and first Asian

American to become vice president-elect - will be sworn in on January 20.

Several senior Republican senators acknowledged Biden as the country’s president-
elect, and rejected the idea of overturning the 2020 presidential election in Congress.
Russian President Vladimir Putin yesterday congratulated Biden on his victory in the

election, the Kremlin said.

“For my part, I am ready for interaction and contact with you,” the Kremlin cited Putin

as saying in a statement.
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RU will want to know why
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until  further notice
“administrative reasons”.

In separate orders on Sunday,
the government asked Sobhan to
explain in seven working days why
the appointments of his daughter
and son-in-law to the university as
teachers should not be cancelled.

It also asked the VC to take
necessary steps to relieve Registrar
Abdul Bari from his post for not
properly assisting a University Grants
Commission (UGC) committee in
probing allegations of irregularities at
the university.

The UGC in its probe report
submitted in October 20
recommended taking actions against
the VC, Pro-VC Prof Choudhury M
Zakaria and others concerned over
the matter. It also suggested scrapping
the appointments of 34 teachers,
who were recruited under “relaxed
university rules”.

“They [education ministry] cited
administrative reasons while giving
order [regarding the recruitment
postponement|. We will want to
know the reasons from them. We will
see how this can be resolved,” Sobhan

due to

said.

The ministry on Sunday issued
separate orders asking the pro-VC,
the registrar, Prof Mujibur Rahman
of physics, Prof Mohammad Abdul
Hannan and Assistant Prof Shibli
Islam of law, Assistant Prof Gazi
Towhidur Rahman of material science
and engineering and Deputy Registrar
Shakhawat Hossain to explain in
seven working days why legal actions
would not be taken against them for
relaxing education qualifications for
recruitments to the university.

Talking to The Daily Star yesterday,
Hannan and Mujibur said they
received the letter and would give their
explanations within the stipulated
time.

Mujibur said he was not involved in
any process of relaxing the education
qualifications for recruitment to the
university.

“The UGC probe found evidence
of corruption of the VC, this had
also proved his moral turpitude. He
should resign from his post taking the
responsibilities of all these misdeeds,”
said Prof Sultan ul Islam of geology
and mining, also the convener of
Teachers’ Society against Corruption,

that has been protesting irregularities
in RU.

He said the government should
remove the VC if he does not step
down.

According to the UGC probe report,
VC Prof Sobhan occupied a duplex of
the university for 18 months showing
various excuses. A government order
issued on Sunday asked the VC to
deposit Tk 5.61 lakh as rent into the
public exchequer.

During the investigation, the UGC
probe committee found evidence of 25
kinds of irregularities and corruption
committed by top members of the
university administration.

The probe found that the VC
provided false information to the
chancellor on voluntary retirement
and practiced nepotism in recruiting
teachers; the VC and the others
appointed heads of different
departments violating university rules,
and officials were involved in irregular
financial transactions.

“The teacher recruitment
rules were relaxed with an ill
intention.... Candidates having lower
qualifications were recruited instead
of qualified ones,” it said.

Suspend
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Yesterday, the HC also
issued a rule asking the
government authorities
concerned to explain in four
weeks why their inaction
in cancelling the state
gallantry awards of Nur
Chowdhury, Shariful Haque
Dalim, Rashed Chowdhury
and Moslehuddin Khan,
as the convicted killers of
the Father of the Nation
and most of his family
members, should not be
declared illegal.

The gallantry awards of
the four killers will remain
suspended until the disposal
of the rule, the court said.

The HC bench of Justice
JBM Hassan and Justice Md
Khairul Alam came up with
the order and rule following
a writ petition filed by
Supreme  Court lawyer
Subir Nandi Das seeking
necessary directives on this
issue.

Subir Nandi submitted
the writ petition as a public
interest litigation to the HC
on December 2 saying that

In a roughly 13-minute speech, Biden, the Democratic former vice president, called for
unity while voicing confidence that the country’s democratic institutions had held in the face

of Trump's attempts to reverse the election outcome.

“The flame of democracy was lit in this nation a long time ago,” Biden said. “We now
know that not even a pandemic or an abuse of power can extinguish that flame.”

FROM PAGE 12

minister explains that prisoners of war
and war criminals are not the same.

‘Sheikh Mujib never compromises’

destruction and pillage in Bangladesh.
“How can they go unpunished?” he

asks.

the convicted killers of the
Father of the Nation cannot

o have the state gallantry
commencement of the constitution d
from December 16, 1972 was adopted awaras.
’ p The state can cancel

Biden emphasized that Trump and his allies filed “dozens and dozens” of legal
challenges to the vote totals without success, including a Texas lawsuit that asked the
US Supreme Court to invalidate four states’ results. The court, including three Trump

appointees, rejected the bid with no dissents last week.

He also noted that his 306-232 margin in the Electoral College was the same as Trump’s

2016 victory, which the Republican described as a “landslide.”

Undera complicated system dating back to the 1780s, a candidate becomes US president not
by winning the popular vote but through the Electoral College system, which allots electoral
votes to the 50 states and the District of Columbia based on congressional representation.

In 2016, Trump defeated Democrat Hillary Clinton despite losing the national popular
vote by nearly 3 million ballots. Biden won the popular vote in November by more than

7 million votes.

Meanwhile, US Attorney General William Barr said on Monday he will step down next

week, shortly after the Electoral College confirmed Trump'’s loss to Biden.

“The war criminals will be tried and
must be tried; nobody can stop this,”
he reiterates. “Sheikh Mujib never
compromises.”

The prime minister recalls in a
plaintive voice that war criminals
carried out a systematic genocide in
Bangladesh, killing 30 lakh people.
They murdered intellectuals, they
forced the exodus of 10 million
people, dishonoured two and a half
lakh women, made 40 lakh children
orphans and let loose a hell of

Referringto some external pressures,
Bangabandhu says Bangladesh
was born through bloodshed and
if necessary, the sovereignty and
independence of the country would
be defended through sacrifice of
blood. “The flag of Bangladesh will fly
forever; Bangladesh has come to stay,”
he adds.

CONSTITUTION COMMENCES

The constitution of the People’s
Republic of Bangladesh comes into
force today. A resolution seeking the

by the Gono Parishad on November 4.

British Prime Minister Edward
Heath  congratulated Bangladesh
on the inauguration of the
constitution today. In a message to
the Bangabandhu, Heath says, “I send
my congratulations and best wishes
to the government and people of
Bangladesh on the introduction of
new constitution.”

Sources: December 17, 1972 issues of
Dainik Bangla, Ittefaq and The Daily
Observer.

their awards under section
14 of the General Clauses
Act, he said in the petition,
adding that many countries,
including the USA, have
cancelled such awards for
different reasons.

Lawyer Abdul Kaiyum
Khan appeared for the
petitioner while Assistant
Attorney General Kalipado
Mridha represented the
state during the hearing on
the petition yesterday.

Many
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Rasheda, who chaired

the webinar, urged all to
come forward to speak up
in favour of persons with
disabilities.

Monsur Ahmed
Choudhuri, director
and trustee of Impact
Foundation Bangladesh,
said there are laws that
ensure rights of persons
with disabilities in the
country, but those are not
being implemented.

Ashrafun Nahar Misti,
executive director of
Women with Disabilities
Development Foundation,
said as a person with
disability, she continues
to face obstacles in her
life. She highlighted the
importance of increasing
budget allocation for
persons with disabilities in
the education sector.

She said budget in the
sector is the same compared
to last year, though it
should have been increased.

Among others,

Indrajit Kumar Nandi,
senior teacher, Buddhi
Protibondhi & Autistic
Bidyalaya, Mymensingh,
and Igbal Hossain,
education specialist,
Unicef, spoke at the event,
moderated by KM Enamul
Hoque, deputy director of
Campe.

Recall Notice
Guardian Healthcare Ltd.
manufactured  medicine, ~ Generic

name: Omeprazole BP, Commercial
name: Omilant 20, Batch No. 1, Expiry
date: 12/21, DAR No. 346-12-067, due
to out of standard, all Pharmacy
owners are requested to retun this

batch medicine to the local
representative  within - 07 days.
Authority D-152
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"Take Bangladesh-South Korea
relationship to new heights’

Say speakers at webinar

DirLomarIiC CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh and South Korea want to
take their bilateral relationship to new
heights - going beyond textile to ICT,
energy, blue economy, climate change
and infrastructure development, said
diplomats and academicians, as the two
countries celebrate 47th year of diplomatic
relationship on December 18.

They suggested going for free trade
agreement (FTA) quickly, as Bangladesh is
on track to graduate from least developed
country (LDC) category by 2024, when
duty-free facilities could be withdrawn.

Emphasising the cordial relationship
between Bangladesh and Korea, Korean
Ambassador to Bangladesh Lee Jang-Keun,
at a webinar, said the relationship needs to
be elevated to new heights.

The event “Bangladesh-Republic of
Korea: The 47th Anniversary of Diplomatic
Ties” was jointly organised by the South
Korean Embassy in Dhaka and the South
Asian Institute of Policy and Governance
(SIPG) of North South University (NSU)
yesterday.

Bangladesh Foreign Secretary Masud Bin
Momen said Bangladesh is rapidly growing

and becoming a lucrative investment
destination.
Khondker Talha, director general

of Bangladesh Foreign Ministry’s East-
Asia wing, proposed establishment of a
human resources development centre,
where Bangladeshis can receive advanced

technical skills for placement in Korea or
Bangladesh.

Shin Dong Woo, director at South
Korea's foreign ministry (Asia and Pacific
Division 2), said Korean companies have
interests but they sometimes question
about red tape, unknown risks and
business environment before considering
investment in Bangladesh.

Youngone Corporation Chairperson
Ki-hak Sung said Youngone is the first
Korean company that set up business in
Bangladesh about four decades back, and
had an excellent experience throughout the
period.

Prof Choe Wongi, head of Center for
ASEAN-Indian Studies in Korea, said
Korea has been too focused in East-Asian
countries, but gradually it is moving to
ASEAN and South Asia. Over the years,
about 1,000 Korean companies relocated
to Vietnam from China. In South Asia,
Bangladesh is a priority country after
India.

NSU Vice Chancellor Prof Atiqul Islam
said his university is eager to exchange
students with Korean universities and train
graduates to be employable in Korea.

Shahidul Haque, former foreign secretary
and senior fellow at SIPG, moderated the
discussion, also addressed by Bangladesh
Ambassador to Korea Abida Islam, Prof
Delwar Hossain of Dhaka University, and
Prof Abdul Hannan Chowdhury and Prof
Tawfique M Haque of NSU.

Wait for
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Rahman Nizami, Secretary General Ali
Ahsan Muhammad Mojaheed, its leaders
Delawar Hossain Sayedee, Muhammad
Kamaruzaman, Abdul Quader Mollah,
Mir Quasem Ali and ATM Azharul Islam,
BNP leader Salauddin Quader Chowdhury
and former Jatiya Party leader Syed
Mohammad Qaisar.

Among them, Nizami, Mojaheed,
Kamaruzzaman, Quader Mollah, Quasem
Ali and Salauddin were executed, after the
apex court dismissed their review petitions
against verdicts, confirming their death
sentences.

Sayedee, whose imprisonment until
death was affirmed by the SC, is now in
jail.

The list of convicted war criminals
whose appeals are now in the pipeline

includes expelled Awami League leader of
Brahmanbaria Mobarak Hossain, Azizur
Rahman from Gaibandha and Saifuddin
Ahmed from Noakhali.

The ICT-1 in July 2013 sentenced
Ghulam Azam to a total of 90 years in jail
on five different charges.

The ICT-2 in October 2013 sentenced
former BNP minister Abdul Alim to
imprisonment till death for committing
genocide and crimes against humanity
during the war.

War criminal Jamaat-e-Islami leader
Maulana Abdus Subhan died at Dhaka
Medical College Hospital (DMCH) on
February 14 this year.

On February 18, 2015, the ICT-2
sentenced Subhan to death for crimes
against humanity and genocide during the
war.

assigning any reason whatsoever.
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@ LARSEN & TOUBRO
Tender Notice

Tenders are hereby invited from reputed manufacturers for the supply of
9000MT cement (Portiand cement in accordance with BS EN 197-1 strength R T T
grade 42.5N) and 1700 MT of TMT Rebars (Yield strength: 500Mpa,
conforming to BS4449). Material will be used in the Design, Supply, Installation,
Testing and Commissioning of Power Transmission Infrastructure for Rupsha
800 MW Combined Cycle Power Plant on Tumkey Basis, NOA No.
27.28.0000.306.07.003.20.69 dated: 25/02/2020, Contract Agreement No.
20057/NWPGCL/EPC/P2/RUPSHAB00MW/2020. The payment shall be made
in USD. The price shall remain firm for a period of 18 months. Tenders shall be
received up to 20:00 Hrs of 25-Dec-2020 at the project office of Larsen &
Toubro Limited — Road No. 2, Plot No. 352, Sonadanga, 2nd Phase, Khulna,
Bangladesh. We reserve the right to accept or reject any or all tenders without

6

Subhrajit Sengupta
Project Manager
Larsen & Toubro Limited

Sonadanga, Khulna fafE-2008
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BERC chairman
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be punished for not
implementing its directive.
The HC bench issued
the rule during hearing a
petition filed by Consumers’
Association of Bangladesh.
Petitioner’s lawyer
Jyotirmoy Barua told the
HC bench led by Justice Md
Mozibur Rahman Miah that
following the same petition,
another HC bench on
August 25 ordered the BERC
and its chairman to fix LPG
price after holding a mass
hearing on the issue and to
submit a report to this court
in 30 days after complying
with the directive. But, the
BERC chairman has not
implemented the August 25
order which is tantamount
to contempt of court.
Lawyer Jyotirmoy Barua
on November 29 told The
Daily Star that the BERC
has not fixed any LPG price
after 2009 although it is
supposed to fix the price
every year comparing with
the international market.

Give indigenous
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Barapukuria Coal Mine affects the Santal and Munda.

Meanwhile the Sajek Tourism Complex in Rangamati
affects the Tripura, Lushai and Pankhua indigenous groups.

“At Sajek, indigenous people have very little or no
share in these tourism complexes. All this development is
forcefully driving away indigenous people from their lands,”
said Chakma.

Dr Sadeka Halim, dean of social science faculty at
University of Dhaka said that our constitution does not
protect the land rights of the indigenous people.

“The constitution talks about protecting their culture
and traditions,” she pointed out. “Indigenous people are 5
percent of the world’s population but hold stewardship of
80 percent of its biodiversity,” said Mai Thin Yumon, Asia
Focal Person, Global Indigenous Youth Caucus.

Shankar Limbu, secretary general, Lawyers Association
for Human Rights of Nepalese Indigenous Peoples from
Nepal stated, “For indigenous people if there is no land
rights, there are no rights.”

“For the plains land indigenous people, there is no
legislation protecting their rights. The government made
a commitment to form a land commission for plain land
indigenous people in 2008, but that never went anywhere,”
said Sanjeeb Drong, general secretary, Bangladesh
Indigenous Peoples Forum.

“Itis time to fight back. This awareness is not being spread
to the indigenous people; these discussions are happeningin
rights based seminars,” commented Mayfereen Ryntathiang,
president of Grassroots from Shillong in India. Shamsul
Huda, executive director of ALRD also spoke at the event.

Youths' interest
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Akhtaruz Zaman said
compared to other fields,
youths have shown more
interest in agriculture. “To
cope with the pressure

of candidates, we have
increased the number of
sessions,” he said.

According to the
survey, 95 percent of the
550 respondents faced
detrimental effect on their
lives and livelihoods during
the pandemic. Their average
monthly income came
down from pre-pandemic
level of Tk 6,273 to Tk
4,408 by September.

Some 74 percent said
they needed immediate
food, 61 percent said they
were in need of healthcare,
and 48 percent said they
required a source of
livelihood and income.

Nazmul Ahsan, manager
(Young People), ActionAid,
Morium Nesa, manager
(Women Rights and
Gender Equity), ActionAid
Bangladesh, also spoke.

Police station
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charge sheet in the Maj
(retd) Sinha Rashed Khan
murder case.

Regarding the charge
sheet, Rab’s Legal and
Media wing director Lt
Col Ashique Billah in a
media brief said the plot
to assassinate Rashed Khan
was hatched at Teknaf
Police Station.

At yesterday’s event, the
police chief also said those
who joined the force to
commit corruption should
leave the profession. “We
have already started looking
into the allegations of abuse
and corruption against
police,” he said.

Earlier, the IGP launched
the tactical belts for officials
involved in operational
duty and patrols, as part
of their effort to better
equip the force and make
the policing system more
efficient.

Made of nylon and
polyester, a belt will have
six chambers where a small
water bottle, wireless set,
POS machine for traffic
fines, torch, collapsible
baton and handcuffs can
be kept. A small thigh belt
will be attached with the
tactical belt to hold the
gun, said officials of PHQ's
equipment section.

The belts will initially
be provided to operation
and patrol teams of Dhaka
Metropolitan Police and
Chattogram  Metropolitan
Police. Later, they will be
distributed among all other
police unit members across
the country in phases, said
the IGP.

Around 7,000 belts will
be distributed amid DMP
officials and 3,000 among
CMP members tomorrow.
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