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I am a proud
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Senani by the Inter-Services Public
Relations to commemorate the

first anniversary of the victory
against Pakistani occupation

forces, Bangabandhu calls upon
the armed forces of Bangladesh

to devote themselves to building

an exploitation-free society in the
country on the basis of the four
principles of the state. Bangabandhu
also urges them to stand by the side
of their countrymen in rebuilding
the devastated Bangladesh.
BANGLADESH-USSR 20M POUND
CREDIT ACCORD SIGNED

A credit agreement of 20 million
pounds is signed today between
Bangladesh and the USSR.
According to the agreement, the
Government of the USSR would
supply Bangladesh tractors and
agricultural machinery, aircraft,
helicopter equipment and also
materials for roads, highways and
ship building. The Soviet Union
would buy traditional items such as
jute from Bangladesh.

SOURCES: December 15, 1972 issues
of Bangladesh Observer, Dainik Bangla
and Dainik Ittefaq.

Ensure fees
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Meanwhile, the HC bench also
ordered the health secretary and
director general of DGHS to submit
a revised chart of other medical
tests and a report on the progress
of a health commission formation
within a month.

The court fixed January 20, 2021
as the date for further hearing
and passing order on this issue,
petitioner’s lawyer Bashir Ahmed
told The Daily Star.

According to the revised chart
prepared by the DGHS, CBC
test would cost Tk 500, CRP
test Tk 600, LFT test Tk 1,000, S
Creatimr test Tk 800, S Electrolgle
test Tk 1,000, D Dimer test Tk
1,500, S Ferrition test Tk 1,200,

S Procalcitonin test Tk 2,000, CT
Scan-Chest test Tk 6,000, Cht
x-ray-Analogue Tk 400, and Cht
x-ray-Digital Tk 600.

Once the price chart is displayed
at the gates of hospitals, clinics and
diagnostic centres, people would
not have to pay extra money, the
petitioner’s lawyer said.

Assistant Attorney General
Kalipado Mridha represented the
state during the court proceedings.

During hearing the writ petition,
the HC bench on September 1
sought the revised charts of fees
and charges for medical tests
at private clinics, hospitals and
diagnostic centres.

Following the same writ
petition, the HC on July 24, 2018
had directed that private clinics,
hospitals and diagnostic centres to
display the charts of their charges
and fees in public view.

Health secretary, director
general of the Directorate General
of Health Services (DGHS) and
Bangladesh Medical and Dental
Council had been asked to execute
the directives.
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The remaining doses will come in
phases with 50 lakh each month.

Prof ABM  Khurshid Alam,
director general of the DGHS,
signed the agreement on behalf of
the government and Nazmul Hasan
Papon, managing director of Beximco
Pharmaceuticals Ltd, on behalf of the
mediator company.

The contract paper will be sent to
the Serum Institute of India (SII) for
producer’s authorisation.

Among others, Prof Nasima
Sultana, additional director general
(administration) of the DGHS, was
also present there.

On November 5, the health ministry
signed a tri-lateral memorandum of
understanding (MoU) with Beximco
and SII to purchase three crore doses
of Oxford-AstraZeneca’s vaccine.

Against this backdrop, the Cabinet
Committee on Economic Affairs on
December 2 approved in principle
a proposal of the Health Services
Division to procure Covid-19 vaccine
directly from any organisation through

negotiations without following any

bidding process.
Pune-based Serum  has an
agreement with AstraZeneca to

manufacture the vaccine, ChAdOx1
nCoV-19, being developed by the
Oxford University. The vaccine has
been branded Covishield in India.

Once the vaccine is approved for
human application, Beximco Pharma
will buy each dose from Serum for $4
and then supply it to the government
for $5.

Each person will need two doses.

On November 16, the finance
ministry initially allocated some Tk
735.77 crore for the Health Service
Division to procure the Covid-19
vaccine.

Apart from the vaccine from SII,
Bangladesh will buy 68 million
doses from the Gavi under a global
arrangement called COVAX. The first
shipment of vaccine doses from Gavi,
the Vaccine Alliance, is likely to be
delivered between February and June
next year, health directorate officials
said.

Abused at every turn
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On July 16, Masud, Babu along
with some others took her away in a
CNG-run auto-rickshaw after the girl
reached Bogura’s Mohishura area on
her way to her grandmother’s home
in the nearby district of Sirajganj, said
her father.

As the parents went to Dhunat
Police Station to file an abduction
case, Ahsanul Haque, one of the sub-
inspectors, allegedly rebuked them
and showed them the door.

Police finally registered the
abduction case on August 12, filed by
the girl’s mother against Masud, Babu,
and five others of the same village.

The girl was found unconscious
with her hands and feet tied with
rope in Kazipur upazila of Sirajganj
on August 24. Locals informed her
parents and Dhunat police brought
her home from the spot.

According to her mother, the girl
told police that Masud Rana and
UP member Fazlul Haque Babu
abducted her, locked her up in a
room andrepeatedly raped her for 38
days. Most of the time she was given
sleeping pills.

Talking to The Daily Star on
Saturday, the victim said, “Masud
Rana and Fazlul Haque Babu abducted
me and raped over a month. They
ruined my life. I want their exemplary
punishment so that they can't spoil
any other girl’s life.”

Police sent the girl for medical tests
and received the results on October
25.

“We found primary evidence of
rape in her medical test,” said Kripa
Sindhu Bala, officer-in-charge of
Dhunat Police Station, declining to
comment further.

Babu was arrested in Bogura town

on December 5, said the OC.
"HUMILIATED ENOUGH’
However, more than three and a half
months after the girl was abducted,
police have still not recorded a rape
case even after getting evidence of
rape and the victim’s statement that
she was gang-raped.

In what is a grim and familiar

experience for poor families who
seek to access justice against local
influentials, police officials did little
to help the family and actively worked
against their interests.

“We were humiliated enough when
we filed the abduction case,” said the
father.

Besides, the sub-inspector verbally
abused the victim and her mother
whenever he met them. “The SI knew
Babu quite well,” he said.

Asked abouthis alleged connections
with Babu, SI Ahsanul Haque claimed
he did not personally know Babu.
He also denied misbehaving with the
girl’s family.

Additional SP (Sherpur circle)
Gaziur Rahman, however, told The
Daily Star, “I visited the area, talked
to the victim and her family members,
and found that Ahsan misbehaved
with them and did not arrest the main
accused for a long time.”

He said he requested the
superintendent of police to take
departmental action against the SI.

On December 1, Ahsan was closed
to the police lines and the case was
handed to the OC.

Asked why no rape case was filed,
the additional SP said on December
5, “Based on the medical report and
the victim’s statement, it is surely an
incident of rape. We will mention
about the rape while submitting the
charge sheet to court.”

Later on December 8, he said they
applied to the court the abduction
case to be counted as that of gang-rape
under the relevant section of the Penal
Code. Hearing on the matter has not
taken place yet.

THE ARBITRATION

The girl's mother said the village
arbitrators pressurised them in various
ways after they went to the police.
They also forced them into agreeing to
going for a “mutual settlement” with
the accused.

According to the victim’s parents
and locals, a meeting was held in
October at the Dewria Government
Primary School where Gopalnagar
Union Parishad Chairman Golam
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Thirty-two more people died from
Covid-19 in 24 hours ending at
8:00am yesterday, according to a
DGHS press release.

With this, the total number of
deaths has now reached 7,052, and
the death rate stands at 1.44 percent.

At least 1,355 new infections were
recorded during the period, taking
the number of people infected to
4,90,533, the release added.

Against a total of 12,748 tests in
those 24 hours, the positivity rate
was 10.63 percent, while the total
positivity rate was 16.52 percent.

Meanwhile, 3,393 Covid-19
patients recovered in the same 24
hours, bringing the number of
recoveries to 4,20,896. This was 85.80
percent of all confirmed cases.

Of the 32 deceased, 24 were men
and eight women.

One was aged between 21 and
30, one between 41 and 50, three
were aged between 31 and 40, seven
between 51 and 60, and 20 were above
60 years, added the release.

Hossain Sarkar, also an advisor of the
Dhunat Awami League, and Anowar

Hossain, former Gopalnagar UP
chairman and a local BNP leader, were
present.

Others who joined the meeting
included Azhar Mukti, Solaiman Ali,
Nurul Islam, Sayeed Bapary, Abdul
Mannan and Sathi Khatun, said local
sources.

From the family, victim’s father and
elder brother were present.

The village arbitrators decided
that Babu and Masud would give the
victim’s mother Tk 2.5 lakh within
a week and she would withdraw the
case against them.

At another meeting, Tk 30,000
was handed over to Anowar Hossain
to give it to the family. Later, Azhar
and Sayeed took the signature of
the survivor’s mother on an affidavit
relating to the agreement over the
case withdrawal, said UP Chairman
Golam.

The mother, however, said she did
not take any money:.

Police said they have already
arrested three -- Masud’s uncle Abdul
Mannan, Sayeed Bapary and Sathi
Khatun -- who were present at the
village arbitration.

Sayeed Bapary admitted taking
Tk 1,00,000 from the two accused
and handing the amount to other
arbitrators, said Additional SP Gaziur
Rahman.

Contacted, Golam  Hossain
Sarkar said, “I was reluctant to
attend the meeting, but I went
there at the request of the victim's
mother and former chairman
Anowar Hossain.”

Anowar claimed he had attended
the meeting at the request of the
current chairman. He denied taking
any money from the accused.

“Attending the meeting was a
mistake, I know that this kind of
incident cannot be settled,” he added.

Golam Hossain echoed the same.

Additional SP Gaziur said, “We
will take action against all who
were involved in arranging the
arbitration.”

HC stays trial proceedings
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Khan told The Daily Star that the HC
issued the stay order and rule after
hearing the argument that Matiur
Rahman was not present at the venue
where Abrar, a ninth-grader, was
electrocuted during the anniversary
programme of Prothom Alo’s youth
magazine Kishor Alo on November 1

last year.
Matiur Rahman was neither
involved in  electricity  supply

management for the occasion nor
appointment of the contractor for
electricity management, and therefore
there were no elements for framing
charges against him in the case, the
lawyer added.

Meanwhile, DAG Saifuddin Khaled
told this correspondent that he does
not know whether the government
will move any appeal before the
Appellate Division of the Supreme
Court against the stay order.

On November 12 this year, a Dhaka
court framed charges against Matiur
Rahman and nine others in the case
filed over Abrar’s death.

The lower court, however,
discharged Prothom Alo Deputy
Editor Anisul Hoque as it found no
grounds to frame charges against him.

The other accused are Kishor Alo
Head of Events and Activation Kabir
Bakul, the youth magazine’s Events
and Activation Assistants Shuvashish
Pramanik Shuvo and Shah Paran
Tushar, its Senior Assistant Editor
Mahitul Alam Pavel, and stage
decorators Jasim Uddin Topu,
Mosharraf Hossain, Md Sujan and
Kamrul Hawlader.

Matiur and eight others, now on
bail, pleaded not guilty and demanded
justice after Judge KM Emrul Kayesh
of the Metropolitan Sessions Judge’s

Court of Dhaka read out the charges
to them.

The court had earlier dismissed
five other petitions submitted by their
lawyers to discharge them from the case.

The court then fixed December 14
for starting the trial of the case.

Abrar’s father Mojibur Rahman filed
the case with the Fourth Additional
Chief Metropolitan Magistrate’s Court
in Dhaka on November 6.

In the complaint, Mojibur said his son
was electrocuted and became unconscious
around 4:30pm on November 1 while

attending the programme.

Dhaka'’s Additional Chief
Metropolitan ~ Magistrate ~ Aminul
Haque took the «case into

cognisance and ordered the OC of
Mohammadpur Police Station to
submit an investigation report.

On January 16 this year, Abdul
Alim, inspector of Mohammadpur
Police Station, submitted the probe
report to the court, saying the charges
brought against all 10 accused were
found to be true.

Dhaka's Additional Chief
Metropolitan  Magistrate  Kaisarul
Islam issued arrest warrants against
Matiur Rahman and nine others in the
case that day.

Following the arrest warrants,
Matiur Rahman got bail from the
High Court while nine others got bails
from different lower courts.

On  September 20, Dhaka
Metropolitan Magistrate Mohammad
Jasim ordered that the case be
transferred to the Dhaka Metropolitan
Sessions Judge’s Court for trial.

On October 1, the Dhaka
Metropolitan Sessions Judge’s Court
took cognisance of the charges against
Matiur Rahman and nine others in the
case.

US starts vaccination today
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new measures agreed by Chancellor
Angela Merkel with regional leaders
of Germany'’s 16 states yesterday.

Germany last week recorded new
daily death tolls reaching close to
600 and as disease control agency RKI
reported that the infections trend has
taken a worrying turn.

Italy meanwhile overtook Britain as
the European nation with the highest
coronavirus death toll.

“I am worried about the two weeks
of Christmas holidays. We are up
against a dramatic pandemic which is
ongoing -- the battle still has not been
won,” Italian Health Minister Roberto

Speranza warned as the country
recorded 64,036 deaths, surpassing
Britain's 64,026.

Regional Affairs Minister Francesco
Boccia said that unless people adopted
a careful approach, “the risk of a third
wave is almost certain.”

As fatalities worldwide passed
1.6 million, infections in the United
States were soaring, with 1.1 million
new cases confirmed in the past
five days and the death toll nearing
300,000.

Over the past two weeks, the US
has repeatedly exceeded 2,000 Covid-
related deaths per day, rivaling tolls
from the early days of the pandemic.

‘Profits over people’
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The infections also prompted factory
closures and look set to have an
impact on global supply.

Top Glove, which commands
about a quarter of the world’s market,
has warned of delays to deliveries and
rising prices.

‘DIDN'T KEEP WORKERS SAFE’

More than 5,000 workers -- almost
a quarter of the firm’s workforce --
have tested positive after the outbreak
at an industrial area housing factories
and dormitories outside the capital
Kuala Lumpur.

“The accommodation is so
overcrowded,” said the Bangladeshi

worker Kibria.

“Theroom itselfis abare minimum.
It is quite impossible to maintain
cleanliness when so many people live
in a single room. It is like an army
barracks -- only less maintained.”

When the situation escalated last
month, Top Glove began shifting
infected workers to hospital and their
close contacts to quarantine centres,
reducing the numbers in dormitories.

Kibria, 24, was suspected of having
Covid-19 so was first put in hospital,
although he later tested negative and
was moved to a hotel.

But critics say the actions were too
little too late.
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Saturday.

Virtual book fair plan scrapped

date and duration based on a proposal to be submitted by the
publishers” association, which will first await ministry approval.

Farid said safety measures for the book fair had already been
discussed. Dedicated teams will ensure that visitors and participants
wear face masks at all time. Hand sanitisers will be kept at the
strategic points. Social distancing and other safety measures will be
monitored at the entrances, he said.

Mentioning the ongoing pandemic, the book fair committee on
Saturday said the fair will be held virtually in February.

“Plans to host the Amar Ekushey Grantha Mela 2021 at its
usual physical location have been suspended due to the Covid-19
pandemic. We have decided to have the fair virtually this year,” Jalal
Ahmed, member secretary of the book fair committee, had told this

The associations of publishers and booksellers protested the
decision and called for an urgent meeting with the Bangla Academy
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“We were surprised to learn that the Bangla Academy had
unilaterally decided to suspend preparations for the book fair 50
days before the scheduled date. A virtual book fair can never be an
alternative to our historic tradition,” the associations of publishers
and booksellers stated in a letter sent to member organisations on

UK, EU agree to go ‘extra mile’
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after almost a year of negotiations,
despite the fact that deadlines have
been missed over and over we think
it is responsible at this point to go the
extra mile,” Johnson and von der Leyen
said in a joint statement yesterday.
Britain quit the EU in January but
remains an informal member until
December 31 - the end of a transition
period during which it has remained in
the EU single market and customs union.
Britain and the EU are very far apart
on key issues in trade talks so people
should be prepared for a no-deal on
December 31, Johnson said yesterday.
“I'm afraid we're still very far apart
on some key things, but where there is
life, there’s hope, we're going to keep
talking to see what we can do. The UK
certainly won’t be walking away from
the talks,” Johnson told reporters.
“I've got to repeat the most likely
thing now is of course that we have

to get ready for WTO-terms, Australia
terms.”

A Brexit without a trade deal would
damage the economies of Europe,
send shockwaves through financial
markets, snarl borders and sow chaos
through the delicate supply chains
across Europe and beyond.

“Every opportunity to reach a
deal is highly welcome,” German
Chancellor Angela Merkel told a news
conference in Berlin.

The two sides have struggled to
agree on fishing rights in British
waters and EU demands that Britain
face consequences if in the future it
diverges from the bloc’s rules for fair
competition - what it calls a level
playing field.

“They are making some inroads
on difficult stuff. How to manage
divergence and soften the blows for
(EU) fishermen is still open,” one EU
diplomat said.
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delicate, smooth teeth.

Fossil hunter finds new type of ‘sea dragon’

Jacobs, who has spent several years working on ichthyosaurs, identified it as a new genus i)
and species which lived 150 million years ago.
Researchers say the discovery is the UK’s fifth known ichthyosaur from the Late Jurassic
period and by far the smallest so far.
The fossil was found near Kimmeridge Bay - part of the Jurassic Coast World Heritage
Site - in a limestone known as the white stone band.
When the ichthyosaur died, the seafloor would have been a very soft ooze, allowing
the front half of the animal to sink into the mud before scavengers came along and ate

As a result of being buried in this way, it was preserved in exceptional conditions and
even some of its soft tissues were preserved.
Jacobs said: “Skeletons of Late Jurassic ichthyosaurs in the UK are extremely rare,
so, after doing some research, comparing it with those known from other Late Jurassic
deposits around the world and not being able to find a match was very exciting.
“Thalassodraco etchesi is a beautifully preserved ichthyosaur, with soft tissue
preservation making it all the more interesting.
“Steve’s incredible collection contains many new and exciting animals and being given
the chance to describe this ichthyosaur was a real privilege.”
Ichthyosaurs were highly adapted marine predators, with a streamlined body for gliding
through the water, large eyes for enhanced vision, and elongated jaws full of conical teeth,
well-suited for catching slippery fish and squid.
The newly discovered species has a deep ribcage, small forelimbs and hundreds of tiny,

The specimen is on display alongside Dr Etches’s other many fossils in his museum in
Dorset, the Etches Collection, which he built to house the many discoveries he’s made
over a lifetime of fossil hunting.
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College Education Development Project (CEDP)
Govt. BL College, Khulna

Memo No. BLC/CEDP/1076

e-Tender Notice

e-Tender is invited in the National e-GP Portal (http://www.eprocure.gov.bd) for
the procurement of the following work.

Dated: 13 December 2020

Tender ID Package No. and Last selling date Closing date
No. description and time and time
526939 | CEDP/2020-2021/G-10 03-Jan-2021 04-Jan-2021
Procurement of latest 16.00 14:00

lab-equipment for the
laboratories

GD-1989

This is an online tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-
GP Portal and no offline/hard copies will be accepted.

To submit e-Tender, registration in the National e-GP System Portal
(http:/iwww.eprocure.gov.bd) is required. The fees for downloading the e-
Tender document from the National e-GP Portal have to be deposited online
through any branch of any registered banks within the date mentioned in the
tender notice. Further information & guidelines are available in the National e-

GP System Portal and e-GP help desk (helpdesk@eprocure.gov.bd).

Prof. K. M. Alamgir Hossain
Principal
Govt. BL College, Khulna




