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UP member 
shot dead in 
Gopalganj
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

A union parishad (UP) 
member was shot dead 
near Gopinathpur High 
School area of Gopalganj 
Sadar upazila on Saturday 
evening.

The victim Hamidul 
Sharif, 45, son of late 
Abdul Haque Sahrif of 
Gopinathpur village, was 
a member of Ward No-7 
of Gopinathpur Union 
Parishad, Officer in Charge 
(OC Investigation) of 
Gopalganj Sadar Police 
Station Hazrat Ali said.

Quoting locals, the 
police official said two 
masked criminals on a 
motorbike intercepted 
Hamidul’s rickshaw near 
Gopinathpur High School 
around 7:30pm while he 
was returning home after 
closing down his shop.

The miscreants opened 
fire on Hamidul and fled the 
scene, leaving him severely 
injured, added the OC.

Hearing screams, local 
people rescued bullet-
hit Hamidul in critical 
condition and took him 
to Gopalganj General 
Hospital, where the doctors 
declared him dead, he said, 
adding that he was shot 
four times in his chest.

Meanwhile, police 
detained rickshaw-puller 
Sagar for interrogation.

Gopinathpur Union 
Parishad Chairman Sharif 
Aminul Haque said 
Hamidul was a good man 
and he had no feud with 
any one. 

Gopalganj Assistant 
Superintendent of Police 
(Sadar Circle) Md Sanowar 
Hossain said they were 
trying to find out the 
motive behind the killing 
and conducting drives to 
arrest the culprits.

5 Illegal 
brick kilns 
fined
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Lalmonirhat

A mobile court during a drive 
on Saturday fined five illegal 
brick kilns Tk 16.5 lakh in 
Kurigram’s Rajibpur upazila.

Assistant Commissioner 
Mahmudul Hasan, also 
executive magistrate 
of Kurigram deputy 
commissioner’s office, 
conducted the drive and 
imposed the fine for running 
business without licenses.

The brick kilns-- ADB 
brick kiln, MAB brick kiln, 
Number One brick kiln, 
AHB brick kiln and ‘777’ 
brick kiln--were fined under 
Brick Manufacturing and 
Kiln Installation Control 
Act 2013, he said.

He said the 
aforementioned brick kilns 
were fined for illegally 
manufacturing bricks by 
procuring the top soil from 
agricultural land. 

Eight-temple complex 
awaits due attention
AZIBOR RAHMAN, Jhenidah

On an average day, more than 
1,500 people visit the scenic site in 
Naldanga area of Kaliganj upazila, 
where the Begboti river flows by eight 
spectacular Hindu temples, built 
several centuries ago, on over 20 acres 
of land. 

But the visitors have to rush back 
home with the fall of darkness at 
dusk when the compound turns into 
a safe haven for drug dealers, addicts 
and other antisocial elements of the 
area.  

Construction of the temples was 
first initiated by the then zamindar 
in the area in 1656 and successive 
heirs of the zamindar family 
carried out the work throughout 
the following centuries. After 
the death of Promotho Bhushan 
Deb Roy, the last zamindar of 
the family, in 1941, the estate 
eventually became property of the 
Pakistan government in 1955.  

Currently, six of the temples 
-- Shib Mondir, Pancho Mondir, 
Gopal Mondir, Ganesh Mondir, 
Laxmi Mondir and Siddheshwari 
Mondir -- are being renovated by 
Naldanga Mondir Committee.  

The other two -- Rajeshwari 
Mondir and Bishnu Mondir -- still lie 
in a deplorable condition. 

The Committee has been 

working on to restore the past glory 
of the complex by raising funds 
from locals. But due to insufficient 
funds, it could not yet manage 
to employ security staff or install 
security lighting, boundary fence 
and restrooms in order to ensure 
security and comfort of visitors at 
the sprawling estate.   

Arun Mondol, secretary of 
Naldanga Mondir Committee, 
said while hundreds of devotees 
visit the temples every day to offer 
puja, a good number of others 
visit the place for recreational 
purpose.

Thousands throng the temples 
during Durga Puja. Basonti Puja 
festival in the Bangla month of 
Chaitra also draws a large crowd 
every year. 

The temple complex would be 
safer and more enjoyable for the 
visitors if they could secure the area 
with boundary fences, arrange a 
rest house for overnight stay and 
construct adequate toilet facilities 
with tube wells for supply of fresh 
water, he added.

Mosharraf Hossain, a teacher at 
Berbenni Secondary School, told 
this correspondent that he brought 
his family members along as he 
heard a lot about the beautiful 
ancient temples by the river from 
many people.

Another visitor, Swapan 
Chakrabarti, a social worker by 
profession, said a river flowing by 
eight ancient temples is a sight to 
behold. 

But unfortunately, such a 
remarkable historic site does not have 
any amenities for visitors, he also 
said.   

Uma Chatterji, a senior citizen, 
said she had been offering puja at 
the temples for many years, but the 
area has no place to stay overnight 
and loitering of drug addicts at night 
inside the unlit temple compound 
makes it unsafe for all. 

Contacted, Jhenidah Deputy 
Commissioner Saroj Kumar Nath 
said he would take necessary steps in 
this regard after visiting the site.   

The Pancho Mondir in Naldanga of Jhenidah’s Kaliganj upazila is slowly getting its 

splendour back during the ongoing renovation work. 

Construction of the temples 

was first initiated by the 

then zamindar in the area in 

1656 and successive heirs of 

the zamindar family carried 

out the work throughout the 

following centuries.
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‘UP chairman’ forces farmer 
out of his land
Criminals knock down house and boundary walls on the land
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

A 68-year-old farmer, Mohammad 
Hossain Hakim, cannot go to 
his own land in fear of attack by 
miscreants in Sarkarhat area of 
Lalmonirhat’s Patgram upazila.

Although locals secretly favoured 
the farmer, they cannot cooperate 
with him openly in fear of attack 
by the gang, allegedly led by Jongra 
Union Parishad (UP) Chairman 
Ashraf Ali. 

There was a longstanding 
conflict between farmer Hakim and 
chairman of the union parishad 
over the land. 

Hakim said he recently got court 
order in his favour in the case. On 
November 19, he started building a 
house on the 36-decimla of land in 
presence of police and magistrate. 
Later, boundary walls were erected 
around the home.

On the night of November 29, a 
gang bulldozed the boundary walls 
and house and looted the furniture 
following the instruction of the 
chairman, he alleged. 

The following day, he filed a 
written complaint with Patgram 
Police Station in this regard but 
police are yet to take any action, he 
added. 

“Now I can’t go to my own land as 
the men of the chairmen continued 
threatening me with death,” said 
farmer. 

Despite filing complaint, police 
are yet to take any legal action in this 
regard, he alleged. 

“Instead, police are advising me 
to stay away from the land”, he said, 
adding that he will go to the court 
again if he does not get any legal 
help from the police.

Locals said Hakim is the actual 
owner of the land.  The land is very 
valuable as it lies beside the road 
and in front of the union parishad. 
Although the union parishad claims 
ownership of the land, there is no 
document in favour of it. 

Although locals have been well 
aware of the issue, they are not able 
to stand by the farmer in fear of 
attack by the gang, they added. 

UP Chairman Ashraf Ali said 
farmer Hakim took possession 
of the land after forty years as the 
verdict is ‘one-sided’.

He added that the union parishad 
actually owns the land. The land 
was used as playground. There are 
a primary school and a high school 
near the land. When the farmer built 
structures on the land, locals got 
angry and demolished it.  

The land will be brought back 
to union parishad through a legal 
battle, said the chairman. 

Contacted, Officer-in-Charge 
(OC) Sumon Kumar Mahanta of 
Patgram Police Station said farmer 
Hakim lodged a complaint on 
November 30, but he withdrew it on 
December 2. 

Someone demolished the house 
and boundary walls in the dark of 
night, said the OC, adding that if 
the farmer seeks help again from 
police, they will give him all legal 
assistance.  

The farmers further said he did 
not withdraw his complaint. 

A gang knocks down boundary walls and house on the land of farmer Mohammad Hossain 

Hakim in Sarkarhat area of Lalmonirhat’s Patgram upazila on November 29. 
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