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MIDLAND BANK

Md Ahsan-uz Zaman, CEO of Midland Bank; Md Ridwanul Hoque, head of retail distribution, and Bidyut Kumar Basu, 

CEO of development organisation Uddipan, pose at a deal signing ceremony at the bank’s corporate head office 

in Dhaka on Monday. Uddipan will use Midland Cash Management application for conducting their daily business 

banking and cash management activities nationwide. 

STAR BUSINESS DESK

Standard Chartered and UCEP Bangladesh 
have jointly announced the launch of a 
re-skilling and employment reintegration 
programme for economically vulnerable 
individuals who have lost their livelihoods 
due to the impact of Covid-19.

Under this initiative, UCEP Bangladesh 
will conduct a rapid needs assessment 
study to identify the skills gaps in both 
formal and informal sectors, and the 
opportunities created by the disruptions 
caused by Covid-19. 

Based on the findings of this study, 
demand-driven training programmes will 
be developed that prepare participants with 
the skills to best meet current and future 
demands of the job market. 

The graduates will then go through a job 
placement programme to complete their 
reintegration within the economy. 

“Covid-19 is a once-in-a-century 
challenge that has forced us to rethink 
our way of life. It is also a generational 
opportunity, a chance to mould the new 
normal on our own terms, building a more 
resilient and equitable society,” said Naser 
Ezaz Bijoy, CEO of Standard Chartered 
Bangladesh. 

“Partnership with UCEP is our attempt 
to help the pandemic-impacted workforce 
to become future fit and to get reintegrated 
as gainfully employed workforce to 
contribute in our beloved nation’s next 
journey towards prosperity.”

Tahsinah Ahmed, executive director of 

UCEP Bangladesh, said, “The Covid-19 
pandemic has opened up opportunities 
in the domestic market especially in the 
health, agriculture and technology sectors.” 

“Standard Chartered has been 
supporting UCEP Bangladesh in skilling 
and upskilling of youth, especially females 
in demand-oriented occupations,” she said.

“Through this new partnership, UCEP 
Bangladesh will reintegrate the youth 
and adults who have lost their jobs 
due to Covid-19 with wage and self-
employment through Recognition of 
Prior Learning assessment, upskilling and 
entrepreneurship development training,” 
she said.

“Food aid will also be provided,” she 
added. 

Standard Chartered is currently focusing 
its community support measures in five key 
areas. 

One is over providing life-sustaining 
food and hygiene support to 120,000 
individuals, providing 3,600,000 meals 
and personal hygiene material through 
Bidyanondo Foundation, BRAC and 
Kumudini Welfare Trust. 

Another is supporting lifesaving medical 
services for 560 critically-affected Covid-19 
patients through Sajida Foundation and 
Bidyanondo Foundation. 

The third is supporting livelihoods of 
2,000 farmers by directly sourcing 200 
tonnes of fresh produce and delivering them 
free of cost to 200,000 direct beneficiaries 
with OBHIZATRIK Foundation. 

The fourth is supporting education by 
contributing Tk 109,135,000 to the Unicef 
to be used for protection measures and 
remote education of vulnerable children. 

The last is on supporting the healthcare 
workers fighting on the frontlines by 
contributing Tk 25,185,000 to Red Cross 
programmes.

Standard Chartered, UCEP 
launch reskilling project 
for vulnerable individuals

Ibrahim Khaled 
joins Pubali Bank as 

independent director
STAR BUSINESS DESK

Prominent banker, 
economist and former 
deputy governor of 
Bangladesh Bank Khondkar 
Ibrahim Khaled has 
joined Pubali Bank as an 
independent director. 

He was the managing 
director of Pubali Bank 
from 2001 to 2006. Khaled 
has been associated with 
the banking system of 
Bangladesh for nearly six 
decades. He was the deputy 
governor of Bangladesh 
Bank from 1998 to 2001. 
He also served as the 
chairman of the board of 
directors of Bangladesh 
Krishi Bank. He has been 
the director, president of 
the executive council and 
a member of the trustee 
board of the Central Kachi-
Kanchar Mela since 2000.

Born in Gopalganj 
in 1941, Khaled holds a 
master’s degree in geography 
from the University of 
Dhaka and another in 
business administration 
from the Institute of 
Business Administration.

BASIC BANK

Md Rafiqul Alam, managing director of BASIC Bank, launches a dual currency contactless Visa credit card at its 

head office in Dhaka recently.

Use Dutch expertise in deep-sea fishing, shipbuilding
FROM PAGE B4

Addressing the programme, Dutch 
Ambassador to Bangladesh Harry 
Verweij said their companies had the 
scope to make joint investments with 
Bangladeshi ones.

He recommended enabling more 
flexibility to develop the business 
environment in Bangladesh.

Verweij also expressed his interest 
in supporting Bangladesh to tap 
into its potentials of the water and 
maritime economy.

M Riaz Hamidullah, Bangladesh 
ambassador to The Netherlands, 
said the technology and innovative 
solutions of Dutch companies could 
tap into the economic possibilities 
of riverine routes and develop the 
infrastructure of river ports which 
was environmentally friendly and a 
cheaper mode of transport.  

He also saw good potential in 
growing the shipbuilding industry 

with the help of Dutch companies.
Even Dutch and Bangladeshi 

companies can go for joint ventures 
in deep sea fishing which is still 
untapped, he said.

Saiful Islam, chairman of Western 
Marine Shipyard, said the Dutch 
companies could come to invest 
in joint ventures into Bangladesh’s 
experience in building different kinds 
of ships, including sea bound trawlers 
and big ships.

He also saw a great opportunity in 
utilising waterways in Bangladesh to 
reduce logistical costs of business. 

Zahedul Amin, co-founder and 
director of LightCastle Partners, in 
a presentation said dredging by the 
government was likely to increase the 
length of round-the-year navigable 
river waterways from the current 6,000 
to 7,000 kilometres.

Inland riverine transportation can 
outpace road and rail transportation 

across Bangladesh and develop 
competitive, efficient supply chains 
attractive to businesses, he noted.

“Our traditional boats and vessels 
run on single stroke diesel engines. 
Netherlands have long since switched 
to LNG engines. Conversion of 
engines and making vessels spill-
proof is a huge opportunity,” he said.

He also said the private sector of 
Bangladesh has few vessels and lacks 
the knowledge and technology for 
deep sea fishing. Bangladesh Delta 
Plan, which would take nearly $37 
billion to implement, has good 
scopes for partnerships in physical 
infrastructure development, he said.

Moderated by Mattias Brienen, 
director of Larive International, 
the webinar was also addressed by 
Albert Hoek, an exclusive senior 
consultant of Broekman Logistic and 
Win Rietman, area sales manager of 
Nijhuis Industries.  


