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workers and sugarcane farmers towards uncertainty will 
have a greater impact on the economy of the northern 
region as a whole,” explained the BNP Secretary General.

“It’s not good for the economy,” he said. Demanding 
the introduction of closed mills, he said agriculture must 
be subsidised and that it is important to keep agro-based 
industries under subsidy.

“The people of the country cannot franchise their vote 
now. Can’t talk, can’t write, charge sheet has been issued 
against Prothom Alo editor Matiur Rahman in a murder 
case. The old editor of Sangram is still in jail,” mentioned 
Fakhrul, adding that the purpose of such acts is to 
intimidate journalists so that they do not write the truth. 

Among others, the district unit general secretary of BNP, 
Mirza Faisal Amin; vice president Nur-e-Shahadat Swajan; 
finance secretary Shariful Islam Sharif and Jubo Dol 
president Chowdhury Mahebullah Abunur were present.

Latifur Rahman
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professor of Gauhati University, Assam while “Nature 
Conservancy Award” to Arannayk Foundation, Bangladesh: 
Habitat Restoration, Climate Mitigation & Natural 
Resource Management. 

Closing the evening, Balipara Foundation founder, Ranjit 
Barthakur, highlighted the need for more changemakers 
to be inspired across the region and the urgent need for 
collaboration across borders.

Introduced by the Balipara Foundation in 2013, the 
awards stand as a platform to reward and encourage the 
efforts of grassroots changemakers and leaders working 
tirelessly to protect and enhance the rich biodiversity and 
natural capital of the Eastern Himalayas. 

Over the past eight years, the  Balipara Foundation 
has highlighted and invested in the efforts of 103 such 
leaders from the North East states and the neighbouring 
Bangladesh, Nepal and Bhutan. 

Bangladesh
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Asked about BNP secretary general’s remarks that the 
government has turned the Election Commission into an 
organisation of the party, Quader said such comments are 
baseless and purpose-oriented. 

“People have boycotted BNP both in movements and 
elections. That is why BNP is shifting its failures to the 
Election Commission,” he said. “BNP’s evil attempts are 
clear to people.” 

Earlier, Turkish Ambassador in Dhaka Mustafa Osman 
Turan paid a courtesy call on the minister at his office. 

Quader said Bangladesh and Turkey have been 
maintaining friendly relations for a long time as the ties are 
established on mutual trust and respect. 

He said both Bangladesh and Turkey believe in practicing 
liberal democracy. 

The Turkish ambassador lauded Bangladesh’s progress 
and economic uplift and development in social indexes. He 
also praised Bangladesh’s efforts in facing the coronavirus. 

Turan said process is underway to construct a sculpture of 
Bangabandhu in Ankara in Turkey and sculpture of Kemal 
Ataturk, founding father of the Republic of Turkey, in Dhaka 
as per a decision taken in 2018. 

He said there are many sculptures across Turkey 
commemorating the country’s history and culture but there 
is no controversy or difference of opinion centring those. 

Quader hoped that the relations between the two sides 
will be further strengthened in economy, infrastructural 
development, employment sector and cultural arena.

Remove illegal
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City Corporation’s administrator, 
commander of Rapid Action Battalion,  
CDA chairman have been made 
respondents to the HC directives, 
petitioner’s lawyer Manzill Murshid told 
The Daily Star.

During yesterday’s hearing, Murshid 
told the court that the HC in 2016 had 
delivered a verdict directing the authorities 
to evict the illegal structures along the 
Karnaphuli river in Chattogram port.

The authorities have evicted a part of 
the illegal structures and most of them 
were not removed, he said.

Chattogram Port Authority’s lawyer 
Murad Reza told the court the structures 
were not removed due to ongoing 
Covid-19 pandemic and the eviction will 
need more time.

Lawyer Manzill Murshid told this 
correspondent yesterday that the HC 
on April 9 last year ordered the CPA 
chairman to immediately take necessary 
steps to remove illegal structures along 
the Karnaphuli river and submit a report 
before it after complying with the directive 
within 30 days.

The CPA chairman on July 4 last year 
submitted a report before the HC through 
his lawyer, saying that his office could not 
abide by its directive for different reasons, 
including pressure from some quarters.

The court that day again directed 
the CPA chairman to remove all illegal 
structures along the Karnaphuli river in 
the port area and submit a report after 
complying with the order within three 
weeks.

On August 29 last year, the CDA 
chairman submitted another report to 
the HC saying that it has evicted illegal 
structures from 20 acres out of total 50 
acres along the Karnaphuli river and 
sought more time from the court to this 
effect.

The HC on the same day ordered 
the CDA chairman to remove illegal 
structures from the rest 30-acre area along 
the Karnaphuli in three months and to 
submit a compliance report to this court 
by November 14 last year.

The CDA chairman on November 18 
last year submitted a report to the HC 
seeking another six months to comply 
with the directive, Manzill Murshid said.

ACC clears
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The commission also 
found Salim has illegal 
immoveable property 
worth about Tk 49.46 lakh, 
and deposits of about Tk 
9.84 lakh in different bank 
accounts.

Thus, his illegal wealth 
stood at about Tk 35.41 
crore.

During the 
investigation, it was found 
that Salim deposited Tk 
5.49 crore at Bangkok 
Bank and United Overseas 
Bank (Thailand).

Investigators were able 
to trace two cash deposits 
worth about Tk 1.22 crore 
and four cash withdrawals 
worth about Tk 2.74 
crore to and from Salim’s 
four accounts with The 
Siam Commercial Bank, 
United Overseas Bank and 
Bangkok Bank between 
October 7, 2013 and 
October 10, 2016.

KT Corporation on 
September 14, 2016, 
deposited about Tk 3.15 
crore to the account of 
Salim’s Global Trading 
and Property Ltd at 
United Overseas Bank, 
as telecommunication 
consultancy fees.

Salim is owner and 
shareholder of seven 
companies, where he has 
investments of about Tk 
10.04 crore.

Earlier, investigators 
detected Salim spending 
Tk 46.41 lakh in the US for 
buying casino chips and 
other instruments.

Rabab Fatima
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alleviation and sustainable development. 
The UNFPA covers population and 

family planning issues, while UNOPS 
works in cross-cutting areas across peace, 
development as well as humanitarian 
matters.

In her address at the first meeting 
of the newly-elected executive board, 
Ambassador Fatima thanked the board 
members for their support and confidence 
in Bangladesh’s ability to contribute to the 
work of these important UN agencies. 

She assured them of her delegation’s full 

support to their work, especially now in 
their efforts to build back better from the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

This election comes as a demonstration 
of the trust and confidence that Bangladesh 
enjoys due to her strong legacy of working 
together with the UN entities and their 
executive boards for implementation of 
the global development agenda under 
the leadership of Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina, she further said. 

Ambassador Rabab Fatima presently 
also serves as the president of Unicef 
executive board.

BHASAN CHAR 

Netherlands, Sweden 
seek UN assessment
DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

The Netherlands and Sweden have called for urgent 
need for a UN assessment on the safety, feasibility and 
sustainability of Bhasan Char as a place for refugees to live.

The call came after a visit by the two European 
ambassadors to Cox’s Bazar, where about a million 
Rohingyas are living in congested refugee camps. 

At least 1,642 Rohingyas were transferred to Bhashan 
Char on December 5 amid criticism from the UN and rights 
bodies who say the island in Hatiya of Noakhali is low-
lying and isolated. UN said it was waiting for assessment 
by a technical team of the UN. 

The ambassadors said they will continue to focus on 
accountability for the atrocities committed in Myanmar 
and put pressure on it to allow the Rohingyas to return.

“Despite the challenges of the Covid-19 pandemic, 
it is important to maintain the focus on the Rohingya 
crisis,” they said in a joint statement yesterday, calling 
for the international community to continue to do its 
part to support both the Rohingya refugees and the host 
communities for their protection and well-being.

During their visit to Cox’s Bazar, Swedish Ambassador 
Alex Berg von Linde and Dutch Ambassador Harry Verweij 
met with local government officials and humanitarian 
actors to exchange views on the current situation of the 
Rohingya refugees in the camps. The ambassadors engaged 
with both host communities and refugees.

JU suspends 
chief security 
officer
JU CORRESPONDENT

Jahangirnagar University 
(JU) authorities yesterday 
suspended its chief security 
officer, Sudipta Shaheen, 
for controversial activities 
during his four-year service.

An office order was 
issued yesterday, signed by 
JU acting registrar Rahima 
Kaneez, approved by a 
virtual syndicate meeting 
held on November 16.  

He will continue to 
receive his livelihood 
allowance; this order will be 
in effect from November 16.   

According to the order, 
the decision was taken 
based on complaints of a 
news presenter of a private 
TV channel and alumni. 

Over a dozen complaints 
of assault, blackmail, 
extortion, and verbal abuse 
of female visitors had been 
submitted to the university 
authorities against him. 

UNIPAY2U SCAM

Convicted accused 
Arshad denied bail
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday refused to grant bail to a former 
employee of Unipay2u Bangladesh Limited in a money 
laundering case in which he was sentenced to 12 years’ jail. 

The HC, however, set January 14 for hearing an appeal 
filed by HM Arshad Ullah, director of Uniland Ltd and the 
employee in question, challenging the trial court verdict.

The HC bench of Justice Md Nazrul Islam Talukder 
and Justice Ahmed Sohel came up with the order. DAG 
AKM Amin Uddin Manik said a Dhaka court on January 
23, 2019 sentenced Arshad and five officials of unipay2u, 
including its chairman and manager, to 12 years’ rigorous 
imprisonment each in a case filed for laundering around 
Tk 1,351 crore through a multi-level marketing sham.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Two brick kilns that were built 
inside the coastal reserve forest 
at Uttar Kattoli along the Bay of 
Bengal were knocked down by a 
joint operation yesterday.

Officials from the Forest 
Department, Department 
of Environment (DoE) and 
Chattogram district administration, 
along with police, Rab, and Fire 
Service personnel, took part in the 
drive to demolish the kilns. The 
drive also destroyed thousands of 
earthen bricks stocked at the kilns.

The kilns -- KLM and MRS 
-- were operational since 2008. 
“Despite their illegal status, they 
kept running as their owner used to 
secure stay orders from court,” said 
Golam Mawla, divisional forest 
officer of Coastal Forest Division, 
Chattogram.

In addition, the drive also pulled 
down a third kiln -- the Abdus 

Sobhan Brick Kiln -- adjacent to 
Link Road at Sitakunda upazila.

Mohammad Moazzom Hossain, 
director of DoE Chattogram region 
told The Daily Star, “The three kilns 
had been operating illegally as they 

did not secure any clearance from 
DoE.” 

They were also cutting hills to feed 
the kilns and polluting the air due to 
not setting up environment-friendly 
mechanisms,” the officialsaid.

Mohammad Nurullah Nuri, 
director of DoE Chattogram metro, 
told The Daily Star they will 
continue to clamp down on such 
illegal structures in order to enforce 
environmental compliance.

The illegal brick kilns ran for a decade as their owner managed to produce court stay orders. PHOTO: COLLECTED

Decade-old brick kilns inside reserve 
forest demolished in Chattogram


