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RAPE OF MINOR GIRL

Man jailed 
for life term
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Cox’s 
Bazar

A court here yesterday 
sentenced a man to life 
term imprisonment in 
connection with a case for 
raping a minor girl in Ramu 
upazila in 2017.

The convict is 
Mohammad Islam of 
Kariyaghona village in 
Chakaria upazila of the 
district.

Cox’s Bazar Women 
and Children Repression 
Prevention Tribunal Judge 
Jebunnesa Ayesha also fined 
him Tk 1 lakh. In default, 
he is to suffer one year more 
in jail.  According to the 
case statement, the convict 
raped the seven-year-old 
victim on January 28, 2017.

4 of a family 
stabbed
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail 

Four members of a family, 
including three women, 
sustained critical stab 
injuries in an attack allegedly 
by a group of criminals in 
Kalihati upazila on Sunday 
night.

The injured are Riya, 19, 
a resident of Kuchuti village 
under Bangra union in the 
upazila, her mother Rahima, 
47, elder brother Riyadul 
and cousin Anti, 18.  

Of them, Riya, Riyadul 
and Anti is admitted at 
Tangail General Hospital 
while Rahima was shifted 
to Dhaka Medical College 
Hospital.

Victim’s relatives said 
Riya was married to 
Nazmul, a fruits vendor 
from Sadar upazila, about 
a year ago. But recently Riya 
divorced him and Nazmul 
has been threatening her 
family members with dire 
consequences since then. 

Around 9:00pm, Nazmul 
his eight cohorts, riding on 
three motorcycles, entered 
Riya’s house and stabbed 
Riya and three of her 
family members with sharp 
weapons and fled the scene.

Pest attack on Aman 
fields worries Baufal 
farmers
Agriculture experts have blamed the adverse 

effects of climate change for the attack
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali                            

Melanitis leda, locally known as leda 
poka, has attacked Aman fields in different 
areas under Baufal upazila of the district, 
much to the worry of farmers. 

Some of the farmers have started 
harvesting half ripe paddy and taking it to 
home while others are using pesticides to 
check the pest attack.

Agriculture experts are blaming 
the adverse effects of climate change, 
including this year’s heavy rains for the 
pest attack.

Mojibur Fakir, a farmer of Mathbaria 
village in the upazila, said he has 
cultivated Eri-52 variety of Aman paddy 
on about nine acres of land this year. 

He added that the yield has also been 
good. The field is now covered with half 
ripe paddy. 

But farmers are now very worried as 
leda poka has attacked Aman fields, said 
Mojibur.

Due to the pest attack, he started 
harvesting half ripe paddy and taking it to 
home, said Mojibur.

Bashar Hawlader, a farmer from 
Ghucharakathi village, said about seven 
acres of Aman paddy had been attacked 
by the pest.

Rahim Mridha, a farmer of Dhandi 
village, said, “This time the yield of paddy 
has been good and the market price is 
also relatively good, but the paddy of my 

1.50 acres of land has been destroyed due 
to the pest attack.”  

Finding no other alternative, he is now 
spraying pesticide on the paddy field to 
control the pest attack.

This pest has attacked paddy on his 
two acres of land, said Jahangir Khan of 
Mathbaria village.

He is now spraying pesticide on the 
paddy but it is not working, said Jahangit, 
adding that this year, heavy rains triggered 
waterlogging in the fields. So, the paddy 
fields could not dry up at night. Due 
to this, the pest hides at the base of the 
paddy during the daytime and cuts the 
sheaf at night.

Patuakhali Science and Technology 
University`s Professor of entomology 
department Md Atiqur Rahman said the 
attack of this pest is more severe this year 
due to wet weather.

He further added that a pest can lay 
200 to 300 eggs. A pair of this pest is 
enough to destroy a cropland.

Contacted, Upazila Agriculture Officer 
Md Moniruzzaman said about 37,000 
hectares of land in Baufal have been 
brought under Aman cultivation this year.

He further added that said field 
level officials have continued providing 
necessary advice to the farmers including 
distribution of leaflets.

Farmers have also been requested to 
report the condition of the field round the 
clock, said the officer.

A farmer in Patuakhali’s Baufal upazila sprays pesticide on his 

Aman field to check pest attack.
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Brick kiln operating on 
cropland for years

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

A brick field on cropland, adjacent to an 
educational institution in Gafargaon upazila of 
Mymensingh, has become a threat to locals as 
well as to the environment.

Locals alleged that MBB Bricks, set up on 
four acres of cropland near the Shila river in 
Chamurtha village, has been operating illegally 
for four years, but the authorities concerned are 
yet to take any action. Around 400 maunds of 
logs are being burned at the brick field daily 
and black smoke emitted from it is affecting the 
villager’s health as well as local agriculture and 
vegetation.

On November 21, a team from the Department 
of Environment (DoE) in Mymensingh asked 
its owner, Mohammad Habibullah, to shut it 
down, but he resumed the brick field three days 
later, they also said. 

AKM Nuruzzaman, principal of Shamsul 
Haque Fazil Madrasa near the brick field, said 
the madrasa is within 100 metres of the brick 
kiln and the students experience difficulty 
breathing when the kiln spews out ashes and 
thick black smoke. 

It is a serious nuisance for the students, 

teachers and over 1,200 inhabitants of the 
village, but there is no remedy to it, he said 
frustratingly.  

When asked about the impact of such a brick 
kiln on agriculture, Mohammad Motiuzzaman, 
deputy director of Department of Agricultural 
Extension in Mymensingh, said no crop, 
vegetable or fruit will grow properly if a brick 
field in the vicinity continuously emits harmful 
smoke and ashes.

Although the brick field owner, Mohammad 
Habibullah, admitted that he did not obtain 
any licence or any certificate from the DoE, 
he claimed that he has been conducting the 

business since 2017, with verbal ‘permission’ 
from several DoE officials and the ‘permission’ 
is applicable till this season.

Primarily coal along with a minimal amount 
of wood is used as fuel in the kiln, he also 
claimed.

Mohammad Shahabuddin Khan, chairman 
of Niguari Union Parishad, said the authorities 
concerned conduct raids against such illegal 
brick kilns, but for unknown reasons, the illegal 
establishments continue to operate in the 
area, causing harm to residents as well as the 
environment.

Contacted, Gafargaon Upazila Nirbahi 
Officer Tajul Islam said no brick field violating 
applicable laws would be allowed in the upazila 
and they would soon conduct drives against 
illegal brick fields. 

Farid Ahmed, divisional director of DoE, said 
the owner of MBB Bricks never even submitted 
any application for permission from the DoE.

Since the owner did not pay heed to their 
order of stopping its operations, the DoE would 
take stern action against him to protect villagers 
and the environment from the harm of the brick 
field, he also said.2

The illegal brick field on cropland has been in operation near an educational institution in Chamurtha village 

of Mymensingh’s Gafargaon upazila for about four years.

Around 400 maunds of logs are 

being burned at the brick field daily 

and black smoke emitted from it is 

affecting the villager’s health as well 

as local agriculture.
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