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The Tk 2-crore CT scanner lies idle at General Hospital, Pabna while blame
game continues at the expense of public interest.

Cost Tk 2cr, service zero

Our CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

It is essentially a classic example of putting
the cart before the horse.

The authorities of Pabna general
hospital first spent around Tk 2 crore
for setting up a CT scan (computed
tomography scan) machine and a power
substation for it. Then they realised that
the machine runs on 440 volts of power
supply, which is not even available at the
hospital premises.

About 10 months went by since the
setup was complete and a technician was
appointed to operate the scanner. But
after all the money spent, not a single
patient has so far been able to get any CT
scan done at this major public hospital in
Pabna.

Dr Aiyub Hossaini, assistant director
of General Hospital, Pabna, said the
equipment sits idle as the Public Works
Department (PWD) did not pay heed to
their repeated requests of installing a 440-
volt power line for it.

However, Anwarul Azim, -executive

About 10 months went by
since the setup was complete
and a technician was appoint-
ed to operate the scanner.

But after all the money spent,
not a single patient has so far
been able to get any (T scan
done at the hospital.

engineer of PWD in Pabna, claimed that
the local power supply company, Northern
Electricity Supply Company (Nesco), did
not install the new power line despite
getting required payment from PWD.
Caught in the middle of red tape and
blame game, relatives of critical patients of
the hospital are often compelled to take
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the ultimate risk by transporting patients
to different medical facilities for urgent CT
scans.

Rizvi Joy, a resident of Kishtopur area
in Pabna town, said when the doctors at
Pabna general hospital ordered an urgent
CT scan for his uncle after his condition
suddenly turned critical, they had to
spend crucial time in locating a private
hospital with a CT scanning machine and
transporting him there.

But after they finally managed to take
his uncle to that hospital, he lasted only
several hours, he lamented.

The expensive piece of equipment has
so far been kept functional by routinely
charging up its auxiliary power batteries,
said its technician Shahidul Islam.

On Sunday night, when this
correspondent asked about the status
of the new 440-volt line installation,
Nesco Executive Engineer Mahbubul
Haque said they already gathered the
necessary materials and accessories for
the connection at the hospital site and the
actual work would start any day this week.

ANvVIL CHAKMA, Rangamati

Joshi Chakma, a resident of Khabang Pujje area in
khagrachhari town, has changed her lot by making
and selling banana chips amid the pandemic.

At the beginning of the coronavirus pandemic,
when most of the people spent time sitting idle at
home in lockdown, she used Facebook to sell her
homemade snacks and banana chips. She is now
self-sufficient just by making and selling banana
chips.

During a recent visit to her house, this
correspondent found that unripe bananas were
scattered around the house. She sliced the bananas
with a kitchen knife in a bowl of water first. The
slices were kept in the water, so that they did not
darken. The slices were then kept for drying in the
sun. Joshi later fried the banana chips in the oil at
her kitchen. Only salt, oil and pepper were added
as ingredients while frying the chips. The whole
house looks like a small chip factory.

Joshi said she started the venture with Tk 1200
only. Now her monthly income is Tk 15 to Tk 20
thousand. She is now selling chips at Tk 800 to
Tk 1000 per kg. The chips are made in completely
organic way. Only salt, oil and pepper are added as

Joshi Chakma packages banana chips at her home in khagrachhari town for sale.

Homemade banana chips
change her lot

Joshi started her venture with Tk 1,200 and now her
monthly income is Tk 15 to Tk 20 thousand

ingredients.

She added that she learned how to make banana
chips while sitting at home in lockdown. She has
no academic knowledge in making chips. She
wasted a lot of bananas at first while making chips.
But she adhered to this. She is now self-sufficient
by making banana chips. She created employment
for a local woman as her helper. Her husband also
supports her a lot to run this new business.

Joshi said she first supplied the chips to a few
local stores for sale, but there was no response.
Then she got a wide response after the pictures of
the banana chips were posted on “SABANGEE”,
a Facebook page created for young indigenous
entrepreneurs.

She is now selling her chips in different parts of
the country besides the three hill districts through
Facebook. Now she herself created a Facebook page
named “SPICY” to spread her business.

Joshi’s husband Mithun Chakma said he works
in a private firm. Joshi is really helping the family
with her additional income from selling the
banana chips.

Suchitra Chakma, a client from Rangamati, said
she bought the banana chips from the Facebook
page-SPICY. The chips are very tasty.
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