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Saifur Rahman 
named Gulshan 
Club president 
for second time
CITY DESK

Captain 
Saifur 
Rahman, 
managing 
director of 
NetWorld 
Group, 
has been 
elected president of 
Gulshan Club Limited for 
the year 2020-21. 

He was elected 
unopposed at the 42nd 
Annual General Meeting of 
the club held on Saturday. 

This is the second time 
he has been elected for the 
post, said a press release. 

Ten others were elected 
members of the board of 
directors of the club. 

They are: Ahmed Kabir, 
MA Quader (Anu), Engr 
MKM Kamal Uddin, Md 
Waseem Nabi, Mirza 
Khorshed Alam (Dulal), 
Musaur Rahman Khan, 
Rafiqul Alam (Helal), 
Syed Raihan Hasan Ali, 
Tahmina Rehman and 
Tareq Rahman.

Dr Hira passes away
CITY DESK

Eminent gynecologist and ex-departmental 
head of Mymensingh Medical College 
Dr AKM Mojibur Rahman Khan Hira has 
passed away. He breathed his last at a 
private hospital in Dhaka around 10pm on 
Sunday, after battling with Covid-19. He 
was 68 at the time, says a press release.

A dear figure in greater Mymensingh, the specialist 
physician had been treating patients for the last 42 years.

DURATION OF LIFE IMPRISONMENT

Apex court to give 
its verdict today
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Appellate Division of the Supreme Court will deliver 
its decision today on the meaning and tenure of a convict’s 
life imprisonment. 

The apex court will also announce its verdict on a review 
petition involving the dispute over the issue. 

The review petition has been included as the first item in 
today’s cause-list of a seven-member bench of the Appellate 
Division headed by Chief Justice Syed Mahmud Hossain 
for announcement of judgement, says the SC website. 

On November 24, the top court fixed December 1 as the 
date for delivering verdict after it concluded rehearing on 
the review petition filed by a convict, Ataur Mridha. 

On July 11 last year, an apex court bench had kept the 
petition CAV (the verdict will be delivered any day).  

Later, a judge of the bench retired and another was 
appointed to the apex court. The SC bench included the 
petition in the cause list for its rehearing on November 24. 

The apex court had earlier heard expert opinions from 
four amicus curiae (friends of court) -- senior lawyers AF 
Hasan Ariff, Rokanuddin Mahmud, Abdur Rezak Khan and 
AM Aminuddin -- on the issue. 

Khandker Mahbub Hossain and Mohammad Shishir 
Manir appeared for the petitioner while Attorney General 
AM Amin Uddin argued for the state on November 24. 

Ataur Mridha challenged an apex court verdict that on 
February 14, 2017 commuted his death penalty to life 
imprisonment in a murder case. The Appellate Division 
bench headed by then Chief Justice SK Sinha had said 
life imprisonment means jail until natural death of the 
convict. Mridha submitted the petition to the SC seeking 
review of its judgment the same year.

3 to die for killing 
child in N’ganj
OUR CORRESPONDENT, N’ganj

Three people were sentenced to death yesterday for killing 
a child in Sonargaon upazila of Narayanganj in 2013.

Additional District and Sessions Judge Sheikh Razia 
Sultana delivered the verdict in presence of the accused, said 
Additional Public Prosecutor Mohammad Abdur Rahim.

The court also sentenced another person to 10 years in 
jail, fined all the convicts Tk 10,000 each and acquitted five 
others in connection with the murder, he said.

The death row convicts are Fazlul Haque Munsi alias 
Fazal Munsi, his brother Jasim Uddin Rana alias Langra 
Jasim, and one Raju of Durgaprasad village.

Five-year-old Soaib Hossein, son of Nazmul Islam 
Masum of Mangalergaon village, went missing on February 
20, 2013, after he went out to play with his friends.

Six days later Soaib was found dead in a bush nearby his 
house, according to the case statement.

Soaib’s father Nazmul filed the case against 13 people, 
including the convicts, with Sonargaon Police Station. He 
said perpetrators killed his son over previous enmity.

Yesterday expressing dissatisfaction with the verdict, 
Nazmul said, “I had hoped that all the accused would be 
sentenced to death. But only three people were handed 
down the punishment. I will appeal to the High Court for 
capital punishment of the acquitted accused.”

HC 
FROM PAGE 3

Razzak from Segunbagicha 
in Dhaka. Later in the day, 
a Dhaka court placed him 
on a 5-day remand.

Earlier, ACC interrogated 
Razzak over the allegations 
of  supplying 20,000 
fake N-95 masks to 10 
hospitals. The ACC also 
filed a case against seven 
people including Razzak 
on charges of embezzling 
money over the supply of 
the fake masks.

Ensure
FROM PAGE 3

funding process and make themselves free from conflict of 
interest.” said Arifur Rahman, a leader from Chottogram.

Asaduzzaman Sheikh from Khulna said there should 
be technology and knowledge transfer to local authorities 
and expatriates should be appointed by necessity, and it 
should not be supply-driven. “Donor agencies should fund 
local NGOs and CSOs with no intermediaries, and should 
reconsider the due diligence,” said Sayed Yesmin.

Masuda Faruque Ratna urged international agencies 
to adhere to aid transparency principles, amd to examine 
what is luxury and necessity in their expenditure culture.

The virtual conference was held at On October 6, 8 
and 10. PKSF Chairman Quazi Kholiquzzam Ahmad 
inaugurated the conference.

Covid-19 
FROM PAGE 3

number of malaria cases globally recorded was about 229 
million, an annual estimate that has remained virtually 
unchanged over the last four years. Last year, the disease 
claimed about 409,000 lives, compared to 411,000 in 2018.

United Hospital in the capital has launched a comprehensive diabetes centre to 

offer diabetes education and medicine management service. One will also be 

able to avail emergency services from endocrinologists, nutritionists and other 

contingency services through a 24/7 call centre. Bangladesh Diabetes  Association 

President Prof  AK Azad  Khan inaugurated the centre yesterday, in presence of 

doctors and high officials of the hospital. 
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Tangail road 
crash kills 2
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

Two people were killed and 
three others were injured in 
a road accident at Kalihati 
upazila in Tangail early 
yesterday.

The deceased are 
Sanwar Hossain, an Ansar 
personnel, and Sabuj Miah, 
employee of a tobacco 
company. Both of them 
hailed from Gopalganj 
district.

Md Kamal Hossain, in-
charge of Elenga Highway 
Police Outpost, said the 
accident took place around 
2am when an unidentified 
vehicle hit a Rangpur-
bound microbus from 
Dhaka.

The force of the collision 
killed two of its passengers 
on the spot, the official 
said.

The three injured 
microbus passengers, 
including its driver, were 
rushed to Tangail General 
Hospital.

Highway police are 
trying to identify the 
unidentified vehicle, which 
managed to flee the spot, 
the official added.

The wrecked microbus lays on the side of the road. The accident claimed the life of Ansar member Sanwar 

Hossain. This photo was taken yesterday. PHOTO: COLLECTED

DRU elects new 
leadership 
UNB, Dhaka

Mursalin Nomani and 
Moshiur Rahman Khan 
have been elected president 
and general secretary of  
Dhaka Reporters Unity.

The DRU election was 
held yesterday. Voting began 
at 9am and continued till 
5pm without any break. 

A total of 1,381 votes 
were cast out of 1,693 
voters of the country’s 
biggest organisation of 
reporters.

Election commissioners 
Manjurul Ahsan Bulbul 
and MA Aziz conducted the 
election.  Three candidates 
-- Women Affairs Secretary 
Rita Nahar, Publicity and 
Publication Secretary 
Maidur Rahman Rubel and 
Welfare Secretary Khalid 
Saifullah -- were elected 
unopposed. Some 38 
candidates contested for the 
rest 18 posts.

A good initiative
FROM PAGE 3

virtually from Gono Bhaban, gave special directives to 
control indiscriminate sand extraction in order to save river 
erosion.

Later at a briefing, Cabinet Secretary Khandker Anwarul 
Islam said they held several inter-ministerial meetings in 
last three or four months on the matter and gave precise 
directives for Balu Mahal (sand extraction zone).

“We then formed a committee led by the land secretary 
and gave them a guideline too,” he added. “One of the prime 
reasons for river erosion is indiscriminate sand extraction.”

The committee will prepare rules by January next year. 
The Water Development Board and BIWTA with the help of 
respective deputy commissioners will survey Balu Mahals 
and fix the quantity of sand, he said.

He said they will use “multibeam technology” to find out 
the precise quantity of sand. After that, the DCs will disclose 
it in their respective websites with maps. There will also be 
a list of contractors who will be involved in sand extraction.

“Contractors will be able to extract sand on a limited 
scale. None other than the specific contractor will be able 
to extract sand. I hope it will then come under a system and 
indiscriminate sand extraction will stop,” he said. 

Asked about local musclemen, who used to control Balu 
Mahal, he said they will not be able to do so anymore. 
“There will be tender advertisement in newspapers and 
websites detailing the amount of sand in a Balu Mahal,” 
said Anwarul. 

At the meeting, the cabinet also gave some directives to 
modify the Delta Plan.

The cabinet also approved draft “National Emergency 
Service 999 Policy -- 2020”. According to the draft, a separate 
unit will look after the 999 service to make it more effective, 
said the cabinet secretary.


