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Heyday of illegal hospitals 
in Habiganj

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

Amid concerns over alarming rise in 
privately operated illegal hospitals, clinics 
and diagnostic centres -- most of which 
lack proper setup and prerequisites for 
their operations -- in the entire district of 
Habiganj, the district health authorities 
seem to be playing down the situation.

When concerned citizens are claiming 
that there are at least forty such illegal 
facilities that are fleecing the unsuspecting 
public in the district, Mukhlishur Rahman, 
deputy civil surgeon (DCS) of Habiganj, 
however, said only seven out of 131 private 
healthcare facilities in the district are 
illegally operating without licence.

The data gathered from recent drives 
conducted by the district administration 
against illegal healthcare centres in the 
district is also very different from that 
provided by the deputy civil surgeon.

After most of these establishments failed 
to comply with the government’s directive 
of obtaining necessary licence by September 
28, the Habiganj district administration 
started conducting raids against the rogue 
medical facilities.

A government physician requesting 
anonymity said a large number of illegal 
private healthcare facilities in the district 
did not bother to apply for the licence yet. 

But the owners who submitted their 
licence applications online, did not even 
attach any invoice of licensing fees that 
they were required to pay at government 
banks, he also said. 

As per DCS Mukhlishur Rahman, 
the seven illegal healthcare facilities in 
Habiganj are Khowai Hospital Pvt Ltd in 
Sabujbagh area, Prime Care Diagnostic 
Center in Old Hospital Road area and New 
Life Care Hospital Limited near Municipal 
Bus terminal of Habiganj town, The Apollo 
Diagnostic Center in Madhya Bazar area of 
Chunarughat upazila, The Care Hospital 
and Diagnostic Center in North Bazar of 

Madhabpur upazila, Doctors Diagnostic 
Center in Noapara of Madhabpur upazila 
and National Diagnostic Center in 
Madhabpur upazila town.  

But on November 15, when a mobile 
court led by Habiganj District Executive 
Magistrate Shamsuddin Md Reza conducted 
a drive in Shayestaganj upazila, it sealed off 
Popular Diagnostic Center on Shayestaganj 
Hospital Road for not having a licence. 

The court also fined the authorities of 
Popular Tk 50 thousand for not ensuring 
a hygienic atmosphere and not having any 
certified medical practitioner at the facility, 
the magistrate told The Daily Star.

The same day, the court also closed down 
an illegal abortion clinic in the same area 
and sentenced its proprietor, Jayanti Rani, 
to six months’ jail term for not having any 
licence for the clinic and for falsely claiming 
to be a medical practitioner registered by 
Bangladesh Medical and Dental Council. 

These two illegal establishments in 
Shayestaganj were not mentioned in the list 
of illegal hospitals provided by the deputy 
civil surgeon of Habiganj. 

Magistrate Shamsuddin also said in 
November alone, they shuttered and 
fined Khowai Hospital Pvt Ltd, Prime 
Care Diagnostic Center and New Life Care 
Hospital in Habiganj town for various 
violations including not possessing any 
licence.  

This correspondent during a recent visit 
to one of the illegal hospitals in Habiganj 
town found the inside of its operation 
theatre in an unhygienic condition and 
lacking standard operating equipment and 
accessories. 

The reception and other areas of the 
facility were also not up to the mark, 
considering frequent surgeries, especially 
caesarean sections, being performed there 
almost every day.   

According to reliable sources at the 
health department, the hospital has been 
in service since 2014, but its authorities 
never even applied for its licence. 

A senior official, asking not to be named, 
at the health department in Habiganj 
said all the illegal healthcare facilities in 
the district are either owned by or have 
blessings of influential locals.    

Tofazzal Sohel, coordinator of ‘Habiganj 
Shankhubdho Nagorik Andolan’, told 
this correspondent that Habiganj district 
has more than 40 illegal medical facilities 
-- mostly thriving on caesarean child 
delivery business -- that do not have proper 
setup, waste management mechanism or 
adequate registered physicians and trained 
staff for providing proper medical care.

Taking advantage of poor services and 
mismanagement at government hospitals, 
the owners of these illegal medical facilities 
are making brisk business and charging 
fees at will, he added.   

Mohammad Kamrul Hasan, deputy 
commissioner of Habiganj, told this 
correspondent that according to the 
Medical Services Act, all medical facilities 
have to obtain licence from the government 
for operating under different categories and 
their licences have to be renewed as per 
rules.

The district administration has been 
conducting mobile courts at private 
healthcare facilities to enforce applicable 
laws, he added.  

Murder of Infant: 3 get 

life term jail
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bagerhat

A court here yesterday sentenced three people to life term 
imprisonment in connection with a case for abducting and 
killing an infant boy for ransom in Morrelganj upazila in 
2019.

The convicts were identified as Mohammad Hridoy alias 
Rahat Hawlader, 21, son of Moazzem Hossain, Mohiuddin 
Hawlader, 22, son of Jasim Hawlader, and Faizul Islam, 
29, son of Abdur Rashid. They all hail from Nishanbaria 
village in the upazila.

Bagerhat Women and Child Repression Prevention 
Tribunal Judge Mohammad Nure Alam also fined the 
convicts Tk 45,000. 

In default, they are to suffer one year more in prison, 
Public Prosecutor Ranjit Kumar Mandal said.

According to the case statement, the convicts pricked 
up three-month-old Abdullah, son of Sirajul Islam Sohag 
of Bisharighata village, from his parents’ bedroom in the 
early morning of March 11 in 2019. 

Soon after the incident, Abdullah’s father Sohag filed a 
case with Morrelganj Police Station in this connection.

Later in the same day, the gang called Sohag and 
demanded Tk 10 lakh as ransom for his son’s release. 

Accordingly, Sohag paid the ransom money to the gang 
members, but they did not returned his son. 

On March 13, police arrested Rahat, suspecting his 
involvement in the incident.

Later, according to his confession statement, police 
arrested two other accused involved in the incident and 
recovered Abdullah’s body from a roadside toilet in 
Bisharighata area on March 17. 

After investigation, police submitted the charge-sheet to 
the court on March 9 this year. 

Meanwhile, father of the slain kid expressed his 
satisfaction over the court’s verdict. 

Four teenagers return 
after serving jail term 

in India
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Benapole          

Four Bangladeshi teenagers yesterday returned home from 
India, where they had been jailed for one and a half years 
for illegally entering the country.

Indian police handed them over to Benapole 
Immigration Police through Benapole Check-Post around 
1:30pm yesterday noon.

All the returnees hail from different areas of Narail and 
Khulna. 

Officer in Charge (OC) of Benapole Immigration Police 
Mohammad Mohsin Ali said a team of Indian police 
arrested the four from the Indian city of Goa for entering 
the country without valid documents over one and a half 
years ago.

They were later produced before a Goa court that jailed 
them for one and half years.

The OC quoted the returnees as saying that a gang of 
human traffickers lured them to India promising to give 
them good jobs there.

The returnees were handed over to their respective 
families later in the day, the OC added.

Housewife found dead 
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Police recovered the body of a housewife from a pond in 
Phulbari upazila of the district yesterday. 

The deceased, Marufa Begum, 40, wife of Mahbub Alam, 
was a resident of Kasapukur village in the upazila.

Officer in Charge of Phulbari Police Station Md Fakhrul 
Islam said villagers spotted Marufa’s body floating in a 
pond nearby her house yesterday and informed the police. 

On information, police recovered the body and sent it 
to M Abdur Rahim Medical College Hospital for autopsy, 
the OC said, adding that they were not confirmed whether 
it was an accident or murder. 

The data gathered from recent 

drives conducted by the district 

administration against illegal 

healthcare centres is also very 

different from that provided by the 

deputy civil surgeon.

Potato cultivation sees big 
boost in Rangpur region
High prices encourage farmers to bring more land under 
potato cultivation
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Nilphamari

Ignoring advice of the Department of Agricultural 
Extension (DAE) not to cultivate potato in large 
scale, farmers in the greater Rangpur region 
become too enthusiastic to cultivate the popular 
tuber crop in large areas with the hope of getting 
fair prices as people who have now opted to stay at 
home to steer clear of the contagious coronavirus 
are consuming it a lot.

The high prices of potato have encouraged 
farmers to bring more land under the crop 
cultivation, said wholesaler of Nilphamari Boro 
Bazar Belal Hossain, adding that the retail price of 
potato is now at Tk 45 to Tk 35 per kg, which was 
Tk 20 to Tk 18 a kg last year.

Md Moniruzzaman, additional director (in-
charge) of DAE in Rangpur region, said there is a 
trend among farmers to cultivate the crop in large 
scale for which they got high prices in the last 
sowing season. This is going to happen in potato 
farming this season.

“We have a bitter experience in the past that 
whenever farmers grow crop in excessive, price sees 
fall as supply is more than the demand. Due to this, 
we suggest the farmers this year not to bring large 
areas under potato cultivation but they seemed 
much more enthusiastic,” said the additional 
director (AD).

According to the DAE in Rangpur region, 93.4 
thousand hectares of land in Rangpur, Gaibandha, 
Kurigram, Lalmonirhat and Nilphamari have 
been brought under potato cultivation with a 
target to produce 23.68 lack tonnes of potato. It is 
mentionable that the DAE brought 93.7 thousand 
hectares of land under potato cultivation last year.

The potato farmers in the region have already 
completed 26% cultivation this time which was 
20% last year. 

Farmer Shamim Hossain Babu of Uttar Durakuti 
village in Nilphamari’s Kishoreganj upazila said 
last year, he cultivated potato on18 bighas of land 

but this year, he has brought 23 bighas of land 
under potato cultivation with the hope of getting 
good prices as he earned a good profit by selling 
the vegetable last season.

Farmers Kasiruddin and Jaman Ali of Taraganj 
upazila in Rangpur and Hatem Ali and Khitish 
Chandra of Nilphamari Sadar upazila said 
although the production cost has increased much, 
they are likely to cultivate in larger area with the 
hope of getting fair prices like previous year.  

Sreedam Das, president of Nilphamari district 
unit Krishak Samity, said Bangladesh Agriculture 
Development Corporation (BADC) has supplied 
quality seeds but it is too insufficient to meet need 
and farmers have to pay more as it sets price of per 
kg of seed at Tk 47 to Tk 33. 

Md Asaduzzaman, deputy director of marketing 
department, BADC in Rangpur, said they have 
supplied around 3,772 tonnes of potato seeds this 
year.

A farmer works at his potato 

field at Panialpukur village in 

Nilphamari’s Kishoreganj upazila. 
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