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Heyday of illegal hospitals
in Habiganj

Our CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

Amid concerns over alarming rise in
privately operated illegal hospitals, clinics
and diagnostic centres -- most of which
lack proper setup and prerequisites for
their operations -- in the entire district of
Habiganj, the district health authorities
seem to be playing down the situation.

When concerned citizens are claiming
that there are at least forty such illegal
facilities that are fleecing the unsuspecting
public in the district, Mukhlishur Rahman,
deputy civil surgeon (DCS) of Habiganj,
however, said only seven out of 131 private
healthcare facilities in the district are
illegally operating without licence.

The data gathered from recent drives
conducted by the district administration
against illegal healthcare centres in the
district is also very different from that
provided by the deputy civil surgeon.

After most of these establishments failed
to comply with the government'’s directive
of obtaining necessary licence by September
28, the Habiganj district administration
started conducting raids against the rogue
medical facilities.

A government physician requesting
anonymity said a large number of illegal
private healthcare facilities in the district
did not bother to apply for the licence yet.

But the owners who submitted their
licence applications online, did not even
attach any invoice of licensing fees that
they were required to pay at government
banks, he also said.

As per DCS Mukhlishur Rahman,
the seven illegal healthcare facilities in
Habiganj are Khowai Hospital Pvt Ltd in
Sabujbagh area, Prime Care Diagnostic
Center in Old Hospital Road area and New
Life Care Hospital Limited near Municipal
Bus terminal of Habiganj town, The Apollo
Diagnostic Center in Madhya Bazar area of
Chunarughat upazila, The Care Hospital
and Diagnostic Center in North Bazar of

Madhabpur upazila, Doctors Diagnostic
Center in Noapara of Madhabpur upazila
and National Diagnostic Center in
Madhabpur upazila town.

But on November 15, when a mobile
court led by Habiganj District Executive
Magistrate Shamsuddin Md Reza conducted
a drive in Shayestaganj upazila, it sealed off
Popular Diagnostic Center on Shayestaganj
Hospital Road for not having a licence.

The court also fined the authorities of
Popular Tk 50 thousand for not ensuring
a hygienic atmosphere and not having any
certified medical practitioner at the facility,
the magistrate told The Daily Star.

The data gathered from recent
drives conducted by the district
administration against illegal
healthcare centres is also very
different from that provided by the
deputy civil surgeon.

The same day, the court also closed down
an illegal abortion clinic in the same area
and sentenced its proprietor, Jayanti Rani,
to six months’ jail term for not having any
licence for the clinic and for falsely claiming
to be a medical practitioner registered by
Bangladesh Medical and Dental Council.

These two illegal establishments in
Shayestaganj were not mentioned in the list
of illegal hospitals provided by the deputy
civil surgeon of Habiganj.

Magistrate Shamsuddin also said in
November alone, they shuttered and
fined Khowai Hospital Pvt Ltd, Prime
Care Diagnostic Center and New Life Care
Hospital in Habiganj town for various
violations including not possessing any
licence.

This correspondent during a recent visit
to one of the illegal hospitals in Habiganj
town found the inside of its operation
theatre in an unhygienic condition and
lacking standard operating equipment and
accessories.

The reception and other areas of the
facility were also not up to the mark,
considering frequent surgeries, especially
caesarean sections, being performed there
almost every day.

According to reliable sources at the
health department, the hospital has been
in service since 2014, but its authorities
never even applied for its licence.

A senior official, asking not to be named,
at the health department in Habiganj
said all the illegal healthcare facilities in
the district are either owned by or have
blessings of influential locals.

Tofazzal Sohel, coordinator of ‘Habiganj
Shankhubdho Nagorik Andolan’, told
this correspondent that Habiganj district
has more than 40 illegal medical facilities
-- mostly thriving on caesarean child
delivery business -- that do not have proper
setup, waste management mechanism or
adequate registered physicians and trained
staff for providing proper medical care.

Taking advantage of poor services and
mismanagement at government hospitals,
the owners of these illegal medical facilities
are making brisk business and charging
fees at will, he added.

Mohammad Kamrul Hasan, deputy
commissioner of Habiganj, told this
correspondent that according to the
Medical Services Act, all medical facilities
have to obtain licence from the government
for operating under different categories and
their licences have to be renewed as per
rules.

The district administration has been
conducting mobile courts at private
healthcare facilities to enforce applicable
laws, he added.

Potato cultivation sees big
boost in Rangpur region

High prices encourage farmers to bring more land under

potato cultivation

Our CORRESPONDENT, Nilphamari

Ignoring advice of the Department of Agricultural
Extension (DAE) not to cultivate potato in large
scale, farmers in the greater Rangpur region
become too enthusiastic to cultivate the popular
tuber crop in large areas with the hope of getting
fair prices as people who have now opted to stay at
home to steer clear of the contagious coronavirus
are consuming it a lot.

The high prices of potato have encouraged
farmers to bring more land under the crop
cultivation, said wholesaler of Nilphamari Boro
Bazar Belal Hossain, adding that the retail price of
potato is now at Tk 45 to Tk 35 per kg, which was
Tk 20 to Tk 18 a kg last year.

Md Moniruzzaman, additional director (in-
charge) of DAE in Rangpur region, said there is a
trend among farmers to cultivate the crop in large
scale for which they got high prices in the last
sowing season. This is going to happen in potato
farming this season.

“We have a bitter experience in the past that
whenever farmers grow crop in excessive, price sees
fall as supply is more than the demand. Due to this,
we suggest the farmers this year not to bring large
areas under potato cultivation but they seemed
much more enthusiastic,” said the additional
director (AD).

According to the DAE in Rangpur region, 93.4
thousand hectares of land in Rangpur, Gaibandha,
Kurigram, Lalmonirhat and Nilphamari have
been brought under potato cultivation with a
target to produce 23.68 lack tonnes of potato. It is
mentionable that the DAE brought 93.7 thousand
hectares of land under potato cultivation last year.

The potato farmers in the region have already
completed 26% cultivation this time which was
20% last year.

Farmer Shamim Hossain Babu of Uttar Durakuti
village in Nilphamari’s Kishoreganj upazila said
last year, he cultivated potato on18 bighas of land

A farmer works at his potato
field at Panialpukur village in
Nilphamari’s Kishoreganj upazila.
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but this year, he has brought 23 bighas of land
under potato cultivation with the hope of getting
good prices as he earned a good profit by selling
the vegetable last season.

Farmers Kasiruddin and Jaman Ali of Taraganj
upazila in Rangpur and Hatem Ali and Khitish
Chandra of Nilphamari Sadar wupazila said
although the production cost has increased much,
they are likely to cultivate in larger area with the
hope of getting fair prices like previous year.

Sreedam Das, president of Nilphamari district
unit Krishak Samity, said Bangladesh Agriculture
Development Corporation (BADC) has supplied
quality seeds but it is too insufficient to meet need
and farmers have to pay more as it sets price of per
kg of seed at Tk 47 to Tk 33.

Md Asaduzzaman, deputy director of marketing
department, BADC in Rangpur, said they have
supplied around 3,772 tonnes of potato seeds this
year.
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Infection spikes by 32.5pc

FROM PAGE 1
risen, by 8.03 percent, in November.

There were 635 deaths in the first 29 days of October, and
686 deaths in November in the same number of days.

A week on week comparison, however, indicates that the
rise in deaths have been sharper in late November.

In the week that just passed, ending Saturday, the number
of deaths rose by almost 30 percent compared to the
previous week, according to data from the DGHS.

It has been 38 weeks since Bangladesh recorded the first
three Covid-19 cases on March 8.

On March 18, the DGHS reported the first casualty in
Dhaka.

At the beginning of the Covid-19 outbreak, the daily
positivity rate was comparatively lower but it peaked to 25
percent of those tested in late May. Until the third week of
August, the positivity rate was over 20 percent, which came
down to 10 percent in October.

The positivity rate started to rise again since the beginning
of November.

“Usually, the number of casualties increases three weeks
after the infection rate rises. So, the number of casualties
will also go up in the days to come,” Prof Mushtaq Hussain,
consultant of the Institute of Epidemiology, Disease Control
and Research (IEDCR), told this paper yesterday

Pointing to the second wave of Covid-19 in Europe and
America, the epidemiologist said, “Despite experience of
the first wave, the death rate is higher in western countries.
Actually, Covid-19 is dangerous for people with chronic
diseases like diabetes, hypertension, etc. because such
patients develop severe illness early and require treatment in
ICU. But there is a shortage of ICU [beds] in our hospitals.”

“To tackle the situation, there is no way to control the
transmission by implementing health measures,” he said.
“Viruses spread more in cold weather.”

He also suggested taking people infected with Covid-19
to hospitals in time.

29 DEAD, 1,788 INFECTED

Twenty-nine more people died from Covid-19 in the past
24 hours till 8:00am yesterday, according to a DGHS press
release, taking the total number of deaths to 6,609. The
overall death rate is 1.43 percent.

In the same 24-hour period, meanwhile, some 1,788
people tested positive for the virus, taking the number of
confirmed cases to 4,62,407.

Against a total of 13,737 tests in the 24 hours in 115
labs, the positivity rate was 13.02 percent while the overall
positivity rate is 16.77 percent.

At least 2,287 Covid-19 patients recovered in those 24
hours.

The total number of recoveries rose to 3,78,172 and the
overall recovery rate is 81.78 percent.

Among the 29 deceased, 23 were male and six female.

Two were aged between 41 and 50, eight between 51 and
60, and 19 were above 60 years old, added the release.

Govt setting up

FROM PAGE 1
Bridge over the Jamuna aimed at increasing the rail
communication between the capital and Western zone of
the Railway.

She said that the government will set up a rail line from
Dhaka to Payra Port via Barishal and Patuakhali.

“We'll start a feasibility study, we've taken initiative in
that regard,” she said.

Sheikh Hasina said that after assuming power, the
government has done a massive expansion in the railway
sector through various steps including procuring new
locomotives and compartments.

“Now, Railways is giving service to the people,
contributing especially to goods carrying, above all during
the Covid-19 pandemic Railways is giving the highest service
to the people,” she said.

Recalling the suicidal decision of the BNP government to
strangle the railway sector, the prime minister said that the
government again revived the sector through various time-
befitting decisions.

“Railways now is the place of highest confidence among
the people, which will contribute a lot to our economy, I
think,” she said.

She said that the government is developing and
modernising the communication network of the whole
country apart from diversifying it so that it could contribute a
lot in enhancing the socio-economic condition of the people.

“We're working to keep our eyes on that matter,” she
added.

She mentioned that the government is implementing
various massive development programmes for the overall
development of water, rail and airways.

Railways Minister Nurul Islam Sujan, Ambassador of
Japan Ito Naoki and Railways Secretary Selim Reza also
spoke at the programme.



