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An illegal polythene factory runs its operation at Bishbari village in Lalmonirhat’s Aditmari upazila, posing health
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hazard for workers and local people as well.

[llegal polythene factory
pollutes environment

Locals said the factory was set-up overnight about a month ago

Our CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

A polythene factory is running
illegally at Bishbari village in
Aditmari upazila of the district,
polluting the environment there.

The factory has continued
production of the harmful item in
the populated area for over amonth
without any permission from
the Department of Environment
(DoE), locals said.

Shahidul Islam, a farmer of the
village, said that a man named
Salam Miah had set up an illegal
polythene factory in the village
overnight over a month ago. In
fact, noise pollution by the factory
affects their lives in various ways.
They cannot fall asleep as the

factory runs its operation for 24
hours.

The environment of the
village is being polluted due to
the illegal factory which makes
polythene, he said, adding that
the factory continued production
of the harmful item without any
permission from DoE.

Altaf Hossain of the same village
said the factory is running illegally
in the village. It is very harmful for
the environment. The owner of the
factory was asked to remove it, but
he refused to do it.

If the factory runs its operation
here this way, the production of
agricultural crops in the village
may be disrupted, said Altaf.

Mobarak Hossain, a worker
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of the factory, said the factory
produces an average of 600kg of
polythene per day. Polythene of
the factory is supplied to different
districts of Rangpur division.

However, owner of the factory
Salam Miah claimed that a
maximum of 300kg of polythene
is being produced in this factory
every day.

Salalm added that he worked in
a polythene factory of Dhaka for a
long time. Returning to the village,
he set up a factory.

Asked if there was any
permission from the Department
of Environment or the upazila
administration for building the
polythene factory, he said he is yet
to take any permission from any
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department.
He remained silent when

question of getting electricity
connection to the factory from

the irrigation pump line on
agricultural land.
However, Salam said some

villagers work at his factory. He
has created employment for them.

Kazi Saifuddin Ahmed, an
inspector at DoE in Rangpur, said
the factory is running illegally.
It has been secretly making
polythene.

Immediate steps will be taken
by conducting a drive in the
factory with the help of local
administration, said the DoE
official.

300 Kalapara women
helping families with
additional income

SoHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

Ash gourds are hanging from the net on
tree in her home yard. Each ash gourd
weighs around 5kg. She has also cultivated
other vegetables in the yard. She has used
vermicompost fertiliser in the yard.

Salma Begum, wife of day labourer
Shahidul Islam of Punamapara village
in Kalapara upazila of the district, has
earned around Tk 10,000 from selling the
vegetables in the last two and a half months.
With this extra income, she is helping her
husband to run their four-member family.

“It is very tough to run our family with
the low income of my husband. So, she is
now cultivating vegetable and rearing goats
and ducks to assist her husband in running
the family,” said Salma, adding, that she
bought two goats by selling the eggs of
ducks.

She further added that they are now
self-sufficient by rearing ducks and selling
organic vegetables. Apart from this, the
nutritional needs are also being met.

Salma’s neighbour Hanufa Begum is
also cultivating various vegetables. She

has now 40 ducks in her farm. She bought
seven goats by selling eggs of ducks. By
selling vegetables and duck eggs, she is now
earning extra money to support her nine-
member family.

“I am very happy that 'm now able

The woman produces ash gourd in her home yard at Punamapara

village in Patuakhali’s Kalapara upazila.

to meet the needs of my family with my
additional income,” said Hanufa Begum.

Like Salma and Hanufa, many
housewives of the village have engaged
themselves in rearing goats and ducks and
cultivating organic vegetables and helping
the family with their additional income.

A number of men and women in the
coastal area have recently achieved self-
sufficiency in various types of farming,
including vegetable farming. Thus, they
are earning extra income to support their
families.

A non-governmental  organization
(NGO) named ‘Friendship’ has provided
training to 300 women and 60 men in
five unions of Kalapara upazila on various
topics including vegetable cultivation,
duck and goat rearing and vermicompost
fertilizer.

The unions are Latachpali, Dhulasar,
Lalua, Tiakhali and Chakamiya, said an
official of the NGO.

At the end of the training in January
this year, 12 ducks and necessary vegetable
seeds were provided to each of trainees free
of cost, said Jewel Hasan, manager of the
‘Assistance for Sustainable Development
project’, implemented by Friendship.

Plastic containers have also been
provided to each of the trainees for storing
the seeds, said the project manager.
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‘Wonder girl’ reaches for

MoHnsIN MiLoN witH Firoz A
MuzaHID

Out of all the limbs in her body,
only one arm is functional. And
in that arm, only three out of four
fingers work properly.

When Shahida Khatun was
born this way to grocer Rafi
Uddin and Johra Begum, their
neighbours in Shimulia village
of Jashore’s Jhikargachha upazila,
told Johra that the child was born
this way because of the ‘sins’ Johra
had committed.

While Shahida was growing up,
the villagers and their children
would not speak to her because
she was ‘good for nothing,
reminisced a tearful Johra. “That
was how Shahida spent her
childhood!”

Now, 29 years later, Shahida
holds a master’s degree and the
same neighbours come to her
for study lessons or for advice on
various other issues.

But ensuring proper education
for a differently abled child like
Shahida was quiet difficult for her
parents.

Her father Rafi Uddin said the
agony he and his wife endured
for their fourth child Shahida
was unimaginable.  Especially
comments made by the villagers
about Shahida were brutal.

Ignoring all the negativity,
they took five-year-old Shahida
to a missionary school, St Louis
Primary School, in the area to
get her admitted. But their efforts
were faced by a major obstacle
when most of the teachers at the
school opposed her admission
there.

The opposing teachers said
since young Shahida cannot move
about by herself, she would be
a burden for the staffers of the
school when she would need to
use the restrooms during school
hours.

Shahida was finally admitted to
the school at the request of Sister
Joseph Marie of the mission.

Since then, there was no turning
back for Shahida. Rain or shine,
she would make it to the school
every day, riding on the laps of her
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Shahida Khatun

parents or elder siblings.

Her perseverance and keen
interest in getting educated
eventually helped her win the
hearts of teachers and neighbours
alike.

In 2009, Shahida crossed her
first big landmark by passing
the Secondary School Certificate
examinations from St Louis
High School. She passed Higher
Secondary Certificate exam from
Shimulia Degree College three
years later.

When she enrolled at Shahid
Mashiur Rahman Degree College,
six kilometres away from home,
her father arranged a rickshaw-van
for her commute at Tk 100 daily
rent.

After securing the BA degree
from there, Shahida went on to
enrol herself in master’s course at
Jashore MM College. She earned
her master’s in political science
from the college in 2016.

Shahida has proved her worth
by passing all the major public
examinations in the country. A
befitting job at this stage would
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be the ultimate acknowledgement
for her after long years of struggle,
her father said.

Shahida’s younger sister Nazma
Khatun, an honours degree
student, said she witnesses how
much hardship her elder sister
faces every day and she hopes that
her sister's achievements would
make her a role model for other
differently abled children in the
country.

But in order to portray that
image to the society, she would
have to earn a decent living from a
job with prospect, she added.

Hoping to have the opportunity
to explain her life struggle to
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
someday, Shahida said for over
eight months, she has been
working in a teaching position at
a school in Raghunathnagar.

“I need a job to make a living,”
but the future there is bleak
because the school, Babar Ali
Sardar Special Intelligent School,
is not in the government’s MPO
(monthly payment order) list, she
also said.
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