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BARISHAL UNIV STUDENT MURDER
Convict’'s death
penalty commuted
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to life in prison

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday commuted the death sentence
of a convict to life imprisonment in a case filed over the
murder of Barishal University (BU) student Saoda Begum
in 2013.

Saoda (18), a first-year student of the university, died
after being attacked by Russel Mia, a former student of BU,
on September 5, 2013.

Shahida Begum, mother of Saoda, filed the murder case
with Kotwali Police Station in Barishal city, accusing Russel.

Following the incident, the university authorities
expelled Russell, who was romantically involved with
Saoda. On June 1, 2015, the district and sessions judge’s
court of Barishal sentenced him to death.Russell (20) then
filed an appeal with the HC, challenging the trial court’s
verdict.

After holding hearing and examining the appeal and
death reference of the case, the HC bench of Justice Krishna
Debnath and Justice ASM Abdul Mobin commuted the
death penalty to life imprisonment.

The HC commuted the sentence considering Russell’s
“tender age and emotional disturbance”, Mohammad
Shishir Manir, lawyer for the convict, told The Daily Star.

The lawyer said Russell, now in condemn cell of Barishal
jail, will have to serve 22.5 years with remission facilities in
the normal cell of the jail following the HC verdict.

Lawyer Khandker Mahbub Hossain also appeared for
Russell.

Committee formed
to scrutinise list of
martyred intellectuals

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Ministry of Liberation War Affairs has formed a committee

Bangladesh Federal Union of Journalists staged a token hunger strike in front of the capital’s Jatiya Press Club
yesterday, demanding release of detained journalists, justice for all of their murdered fellows, including Sagar-
Runi, and a stop to repression on them.

to scrutinise the list of intellectuals who sacrificed their
lives during the Liberation War.

The committee includes researchers, freedom fighters
and officials of the ministry.

The ministry issued a notification in this regard on
Thursday, according to a press release.

Dhaka University professors Muntassir Mamoon
and Mesbah Kamal, Ekattorer Ghatak Dalal Nirmul
Committee President Shahriar Kabir, Genocide-Torture
Archive and Museum Trustee Dr Chowdhury Shahid Kader
and its researcher Gazi Salauddin, as well as National
Institute of Preventive and Social Medicine Director Dr
Baizid Khoorshid Riaz, freedom fighter and filmmaker
Nasiruddin Yousuff, and Lt Col (retd) Sajjad Ali Zahir Bir
Protik were named members of the committee, among
others.

According to the notification, the committee will
scrutinise the list of martyred intellectuals - their names
and addresses -- and will also give their opinions.

They will also set the definition for martyred intellectuals
to prepare the list, the notification said.

The committee will prepare the list after going over
research books, newspaper clippings, TV reports and other
sources.

Besides, it will also check the applications received from
different ministries, departments, organisations, districts,
upazilas and other sources to recommend names for the
list.
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Four injured as fire
breaks out at jute

Ishraque
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It is unbelievable that why a notice was
served this way though several employees
were working at the residence.

FR Tower FIRE
Ex-Rajuk chairman

Tk 100cr
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accumulating illegal wealth of Tk 12.80
crore and his wife Sumi Rahman for having
illegal assets worth Tk 1. 31 crore.

Sayedul Hasan
passes away

Crty DESK

Md Sayedul Hasan,
managing director of

the proposed Citizens
Bank and former deputy
managing director of
Dutch-Bangla Bank,
breathed his last at the
capital’s Square Hospital
on November 16, aged 60.

He had been struggling
with post Covid-19
complications for more
than one month, says a
press release.

He left behind his
wife, two sons and a host
of relatives, friends and
admirers to mourn his
death. Sayedul Hasan
was buried at Banani
graveyard.

mill in Khulna

UNB, Khulna

At least four people sustained burn injuries after a fire
broke out at Jaman Jute Mill Corporation in Khulna’s
Digholia upazila on Sunday.

The injured were identified as Aslam, Rabiul, Akash and
Helena, all jute mill workers.

Officer-in-Charge of Digholia Police Station Ahsanullah
Chowdhury said one of the injured was sent to Dhaka in
severe condition.

Digholia Fire Service In-charge Masud Parvez said the
fire started at noon and spread rapidly.

Four units of firefighters doused the flame after one-
and-a-half hours of frantic efforts, he said.

Md Ripon Molla, deputy general manager of the mill,
said they lost jute and machines worth around Tk 50 lakh.

Most
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“We host these websites under two centres -- one at
Bangladesh Computer Council’s National Data Centre and
another under Bangladesh Telecommunications Company
Limited,” informed Arfe Elahi.

“On Wednesday night our monitoring team saw that the
capacity of the data centre server got overwhelmed due to
heavy traffic,” he added.

“We have informed the ministries that we will be able
to finish server extensions within today [yesterday],” he
added.

Moreover, his permanent address is at
4/1 Gopibagh where the ACC could have
served notice.

Soon after the judgment, Ishraque told
journalists that there are still a section of
judges in the judiciary who are engaged in
establishing rule of law.

Earlier, the prosecution and defence
completed their arguments and the
court recorded statements of = six
prosecution witnesses, including the case’s
complainant.

The same court on January 15 framed
charges against him.

On December 6 of 2018, ACC Deputy
Director Jahangir Hossain pressed charges
against Ishraque.

Later on May 5 last year, Judge KM
Emrul Kayesh of the Senior Special Judge’s
Court of Dhaka took cognisance of the
charges in his absence and issued arrest
warrant against him.

Ishraque on December 9 last year
secured bail from the court on his
surrender.

According to the prosecution, it was
alleged that ACC on September 1 of 2008
served a notice asking Ishraque to submit
his wealth statement to it in seven days.

But Ishraque failed to submit that
within the time. On August 29 of 2010, the
ACC filed a case against him with Ramna
Police Station.

receives bail

Court CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday granted bail to Md Humayun
Khadem, former chairman of Rajuk in a case filed over
forgery in the design of FR Tower in the capital’s Banani
area.

Judge Syed Kamal Hossain of the Special Court for
Dhaka Division passed the order after his lawyer Shahinur
Rahman moved a bail petition.

Humayun Khadem appeared before the court on a
stretcher, witnesses said.

Four other accused -- Syed Md Hossain Imam Faruque
alias SMHI Faruque, a lease holder of FR Tower; Liakat Ali
Khan Mukul, chairman of Rupayan Housing Estate Ltd;
Md Saidur Rahman, former chief engineer of Rajuk; and
Syed Makbul Ahmed, former authorised officer of Rajuk
-- also got bail in the case.

The judge set January 31 for hearing on charge framing
against the accused in the case.

The FR Tower caught a massive fire on March 28 last
year, that left no fewer than 25 people dead and 73 others
injured.

The Anti-Corruption Commission filed a case against
the five over forgery in the design of FR Tower on July 25
that year.

On October 29 last year, Md Abu Bakar Siddique,
deputy director of ACC, submitted the charge sheet against
the five.

On February 11 this year, Judge KM Emrul Kayesh of the
Senior Special Judge’s Court in Dhaka took cognisance of
the charges against the five accused.

Meanwhile, expelled organising secretary
of Jubo League Khaled Mahmud Bhuiyan
had laundered about Tk 8.75 crore to
Singapore, Malaysia and Thailand between
2017 and 2018, finds the Anti-Corruption
Commission.

The development came during the
investigation of a case filed against Khaled
by ACC on October 21, 2019 for amassing
wealth illegally, said ACC Secretary
Muhammad Delwar Bakht yesterday.

The investigation officer has submitted
charge-sheet incorporating the findings.
It will be submitted before court soon, he
added.

ACC sources said Khaled opened an
account with Maybank Islamic Berhad on
September 12, 2018 with Tk 2.25 crore.

ACC found another account in his name
at RHB Bank Berhad where the expelled
Jubo League leader has Tk 2.48 crore.

He opened two FDR accounts with the
Malaysian bank worth about Tk 60.54 lakh.

Khaled opened an account at United
Overseas Bank in Singapore on October
15, 2017. The balance of the account on
December 12, 2019 was Tk 3.14 crore.

He opened an account with Bangkok
Bank PCL on October 11, 2018 with Tk
25.5 lakh.

The ACC filed the case against Khaled
for amassing about Tk 5.58 crore through
illegal means.
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Four sustain
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treatment, said Abdul Khan, assistant sub-inspector at

DMCH Police Outpost.

Mirza Rabiul Alam, a technician of Titas’ Dhanmondi
Zone, said they received a complaint that there is a problem
in underground gas line at Panthapath-Green Road.

Upon receiving the news, a team was sent there Sunday
afternoon for repair. An explosion occurred moments after

they had reached there, he said.

Rabiul said the reasons behind the blast is yet to be
ascertained. It is being investigated whether there is any

leak in the gas line, he added.
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No dog
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instantly, as he was busy with official duties.
Lawyer Mustafizur Rahman Khan appeared for the

petitioners during yesterday’s hearing.

Celebrated actor Jaya Ahsan, and animal welfare
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organisations Obhoyaronno and People for Animal
Welfare submitted the petition as public interest litigation
to the HC on September 17, requesting it to stay DSCC's
move to relocate stray dogs to Matuail landfill.
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Dhaka metropolis as per the directions of the present
government. As a part of this, 132 KV underground cable line
installation work is underway in Pragati Swarani and Madani
Avenue areas of Dhaka. The activities may cause temporary
disruption to the normal movement of the people and other
activities. DESCO authority sincerely apologize for this
inconvenience. We are seeking cooperation of all concerned

in this regard. .
- DESCO Authority
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