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Unabated
FROM PAGE 3

He also warned against indiscriminate dredging of rivers. 
“There is a dredging festival going on throughout the country. Dredging 

is supposed to be conducted to increase navigability of rivers, but now, 
dredging is politically motivated,” he stated. 

Ainun Nishat, professor emeritus of Centre for Climate Change and 
Environmental Research at Brac University, said, “Taking on dredging 
projects without any data about what river needs to be dredged and where, 
will not lead to any benefits.”

He said in the name of improving navigation, private parties choose 
just about any location and create huge holes in the riverbed without any 
regard for environmental impacts. 

“For example, instead of dredging the Gomti, there are two dams 
upstream -- if you release waters from the dams, the navigation would be 
easier,” he added. 

“In Chandpur, there are 315 bulkheads that remove 50-60 lakh 
cubic feet sand from the riverbeds every day. While we stop fishing to 
protect breeding hilsa, we don’t see the same level of initiative to stop 
dredging even though this is hurting the same fish. This is caused by 
legally allowed sand-mining; none of this is illegal,” said Md Mokhlesur 
Rahman Chowdhury, project coordinator at Center for Natural Resource 
Studies.

Meanwhile Nahid Hasan, president of Gono Committee from Chilmari 
upazila spoke about how the ponds are being filled up with sand from the 
Brahmaputra even though there are no legally declared mines. “There is 
vast sand-mining going on without any lease from the government,” he 
said. 

Then why 
FROM PAGE 3

The BNP leader said, “The salaries 
of government officials have been 
raised by three to four times. Have the 
incomes of our farmers, labourers and 
small traders increased? They have, in 
fact, become almost paupers during 
this coronavirus period. There are 
now many people who can’t eat two 
square meals a day. You (govt) have 

now created that situation. You’re 
pushing the country towards darkness 
by holding people hostage.”

Fakhrul said the government is 
giving people a false impression about 
the country’s GDP growth, resorting 
to lies. “Go to neutral economists 
and they’ll tell you the facts. Go to a 
farmer, rickshaw-puller, and labourer, 
and ask how they are leading their 

lives!” he exclaimed.  
BNP standing committee member 

Gayeshwar Chandra Roy said 
Tariqul Islam had involvement with 
progressive democratic politics since 
he was a teenager.

On November 4, 2018, Tariqul died 
at Apollo Hospital in the capital at the 
age of 73. 

Six arrested 
FROM PAGE 3

this crystal meth had 
entered the country through 
the syndicate earlier but it 
can be said for sure after 
interrogating the arrestees. 

“We have already 
got some names of the 
syndicate members and are 
conducting drives to arrest 
them,” he added. 

On June 28 last year, the 
Department of Narcotics 
Control arrested Nigerian 
national Ajah Anayochuka 
Onye Anwusi  in Khilkhet 
and seized 472-gramme of 
crystal meth from him. 

On February 28 that year, 
DNC busted a narcotics 
manufacturing laboratory 
and seized a consignment of 
two types of drugs, including 
crystal meth, from Jigatola. 

At the time, DNC 
claimed it was the first time 
in Bangladesh they detected 
these types of narcotics -- 
crystal meth and MDMA.

The DNC team also 
arrested Rakib Uddin (45) 
from Mohammadpur and 
his associates -- Md Jakaria 
(30), and Helal Hossain 
alias Saddam (32) -- from 
Eskaton with 160 yaba 
tablets and 5g crystal meth. 

Based on information 
from the arrestees, they 
later bused the lab.

Former RHD 
FROM PAGE 3

On May 26 that year, Jawed submitted his wealth statement, in which 
he mentioned having immoveable property worth Tk 38.95 lakh 
and moveable property of about Tk 84.86 lakh, according to the case 
statement. 

Anwara declared immoveable property worth Tk 1.7 crore and moveable 
property of about Tk 59.69 lakh, it added. 

“The total amount of Anwara’s illegal wealth is about Tk 2.24 crore 
which she had actually gotten from her husband, who earned it illegally,” 
read the case statement. 

Analysing income tax returns of Jawed, ACC found that between 1999 
and February 2019, he has earned about Tk 90.47 lakh from salary and his 
expenditure was Tk 55.56 lakh. Therefore, his saving stands at Tk 34.91 
lakh. 

Jawed declared making a profit of Tk 18.45 lakh from FDR and saving 
certificates between 2007 and 2017 but no legal sources of the funds 
against the investment was found.

Lack of 
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districts -- Rangamati, Bandarban, 
Khagrachhari, Rajshahi and Nogaon.

Most respondents of the study were males 
who live on agriculture, cattle farming and 
day labour. According to research findings, 
indigenous people of plainlands are poorer 
than their counterparts of Chittagong Hill 
Tracts (CHT).

The highest of 66 percent of indigenous 
families in Rajshahi were found poor, 
followed by 62 percent families in Naogaon.

On the other hand, the percentage of 
poor families in Bandarban, Rangamati and 
Khagrachhari are respectively 39, 40 and 41.

Since the indigenous people could not 
cope up with the modern agriculture system, 
they are lagging behind in crop production. 

“It has made them dependent on loans,” 
reads the study.

On Wednesday night at in a webinar, Prof 
Halim pointed out the research findings.

She said indigenous people of plainlands 
are less educated than their counterparts of 
hill tracts. About 21 percent of indigenous 
people from hill tracts were found to be 

educated, whereas the number is only 16 
percent for indigenous people of plainland.

However, only three percent of indigenous 
people of hill tracts get opportunity to 
continue study at tertiary level.

“The situation is dire among the 
indigenous people of plainlands. Half of 
the respondents of Naogaon said they could 
not take admission at primary schools,” said 
Prof Halim.

Researchers recommended providing 
motivation to indigenous people on 
animal husbandry and adopting modern 
agricultural practices.

They asked both government and private 
organisations to take effective measures 
to ensure their education and design a 
dedicated social safety net programme for 
indigenous people.

Among others, lawmaker Fazle Hossain 
Badsha, Pro-Vice Chancellor of Dhaka 
University AKM Maksud Kamal, Raja 
Devasish Roy, Dhaka University’s Prof Dr 
Niaz Ahmed Khan also spoke.

MJF Executive Director Shaheen Anam 
delivered welcome speech at the event.

Missing JnU 
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Tithy was suspended from 
the university on October 
26 as well as from her 
post of office secretary 
of Bangladesh Chhatra 
Odhikar Parishad’s JnU unit 
on October 23, following 
the same charges, the case 
statement also said.

On October 23, some 
screenshots of Tithy’s 
Facebook posts and 
comments about Prophet 
Muhammad (PBUH) 
and Islam went viral 
on social media. Since 
then, JnU students have 
been demanding her 
punishment.

On the same day, Tithy 
Sarker filed a general diary 
(GD) with Pallabi Police 
Station, claiming that her 
Facebook account was 
hacked.

According to the family 
members, Tithy went 
missing since October 25 
morning, after she went out 
of her Pallabi house for the 
local police station.

On October 27, her sister 
Srity Rani Sarker filed a 
general diary with Pallabi 
Police Station, following the 
missing incident.

“The family members 
are distraught over Tithy’s 
missing. We are requesting 
the government and 
authorities concerned for 
her safe return,” said Seba 
Dashi, Tithy’s aunt.

Police are trying their 
best to find out her 
whereabouts, Kazi Wazed 
Ali, officer-in-charge of the 
police station, said.

Over 50pc
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He said roads are not pedestrian-friendly, yet a huge number 
of pedestrians take to the streets regularly, and most road 
infrastructure designs don’t have adequate safety measures.

When asked about city roads and pedestrian casualties, 
he said 40-45 percent of commuters in Dhaka city are 
pedestrians, but 40-50 percent of roads do not have 
footpaths, and existing footpaths are not properly usable.

He said most accidents took place at intersections. Police 
manage most intersections manually, and pedestrians try 
to cross roads without following traffic rules, falling victim 
to accidents.

Prof Hadiuzzaman said it would be difficult to halve 
road crashes by 2030 without taking drastic measures.

PROJECT FOR ROAD SAFETY
DTCA, in consultation with ARI, has taken a project to 
identify most hazardous road locations in Dhaka city 
and prepare school zoning and road-safety booklets for 
children, after risk assessment.

Mamunur Rahman, director of Road Safety Management 
and Capacity Building Project, said the Tk 4.96 crore 
project is supposed to be implemented between January, 
2020 and June, 2021.

However, they started work in September due to the 
pandemic, he said, adding that they would formulate 
urban streetscape guideline, road safety audit guideline 
and work-zone guideline under the project.

ROAD SAFETY OUR PRIORITY: QUADER
Taking part in the programme virtually, Road Transport 
and Bridges Minister Obaidul Quader said ensuring road 
safety is their priority.

Mentioning that sudden death on roads is not expected, 
and each death is painful, he said although a lot of 
discussions, seminars and meetings are held on road safety, 
progress on implementation is not good.

“We are constructing four-lane, six-lane and eight-lane 
roads, but we could not ensure road safety yet,” he said. 
“There is nothing to hide here; we have to tell the truth. 
Road crashes are our main concern now.”

“Whatever infrastructure development is taking place, if 
we can’t bring discipline in the road and transport sector, 
we can’t ensure safety. All our development would fall 
flat,” he said.

With DTCA Executive Director Khandakar Rakibur 
Rahman in the chair, Buet Vice Chancellor Prof Satya 
Prasad Majumder, pro-VC Prof Abdul Jabbar Khan, Road 
Transport and Highway Division Secretary Nazrul Islam 
and road-safety activist Ilias Kanchan, among others, spoke 
at the programme.

Vistara starts flying 
Dhaka-Delhi route
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Vistara Airlines, a joint venture of India’s Tata Sons and Singapore Airlines, 
yesterday started operating regular flights between Dhaka and Delhi.

The India-based airlines will operate two weekly flights on the route. 
To mark its maiden flight on the route, the airlines arranged a 

programme at the Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport.
Addressing the programme, State Minister for Civil Aviation and 

Tourism Md Mahbub Ali called upon airlines authorities and passengers 
to ensure health guidelines are maintained while travelling by air.

The launching of Vistara’s flights would make travelling a lot easier 
and comfortable for people from both countries, who usually travel for 
medical and commercial purposes, family visit, and tourism, he said. 

Indian High Commissioner to Bangladesh Vikram Doraiswami; Civil 
Aviation Authority of Bangladesh Chairman Air Vice Marshal M Mafidur 
Rahman; Air Commodore Md Khalid Hossain and HSIA Director Group 
Captain Touhid-Ul Ahsan were also present at the programme.

Form special tribunal 
for Jewel murder trial
Family urges govt
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Family members, relatives and villagers yesterday urged the government to 
take initiative to try the accused of Jewel murder at special tribunal.

They also urged the government to take responsibility of Jewel’s family.
Abu Yousuf Sahidunnabi Jewel, a former librarian of a school in Rangpur 

city, was murdered by a mob in Lalmonirhat’s Patgram on October 29, 
when he went to his sister’s house.

Protesting the killing, the demonstrators brought out a procession from 
the city’s Shalbon area on Thursday noon which concluded at DIG office 
of Rangpur police range after parading various streets.

People of all walks of life participated in the procession. All shops and 
businesses of Shalbon area were closed for half day protesting the killing.

Later, memorandums were handed over to DIG and the divisional 
commissioner, which were received by the additional DIG of Rangpur and 
additional divisional commissioner (revenue).

The agitators also staged a rally where they said Jewel was beaten to 
death soon after he ended his afternoon prayers. 

The killers have to be given capital punishment by a special tribunal, 
they said, adding Jewel’s family lost their lone breadwinner.

New hotline 
for United 
Hospital 
appointments
from Nov 11
CITY DESK 

For doctor consultation, 
telemedicine and 
appointment of other 
healthcare services, United 
Hospital appointment desk 
is functional round the 
week, says a press release. 
The phone number will 
change to 02222262466 
from November 11. 
However, the hotline 
number 10666 will 
continue to remain active 
like before. Further, anyone 
can seek an appointment 
by sending an email to 
appointment@uhlbd.com.


