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A few of the Munda community members
including Sumitra Murali, widow of Alokesh, who
have been living in uncertainty and in inhumane
conditions after adult male members of their
families fled the village, Chaitrahati in Ullapara
upazila of Sirajganj. The adult males of the
community went into hiding seven months ago
following a clash over their temple, Jagadishwari
Mata Mondir, inset.
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CrASH OVER LANDED ENDOWMENT OF TEMPLE
Male members of 29 families
in hiding for 7 months

AnMED HumayuN KaBir Toru, Pabna

As many as 29 families of a small ethnic
community, known as Mundas in Ullapara
upazila of Sirajganj, have been living in
miserable conditions as the male members
of the community have been in hiding for
the past seven months to evade arrest in a
murder case.

The adult males of the Mundas are
staying away from their village, Chaitrahati,
after they were implicated in a murder
case filed in April by influential locals who
had encroached upon 130 acres of landed
endowment of their temple -- Jagadishwari
Mata Mondir, alleged the community
members.

On October 14, when Alokesh Murali,
40, one among the absconding males, died,
the other male members of the community
had to refrain from attending funeral of the
deceased, they also said.

Subol Chandra Chakrabarti, a priest
of the temple, said on April 13, a clash
between the community members and the
encroachers left one person dead and 20
others injured.

The clash erupted after Delbar Pramanik,
the mastermind of the encroachers, started
catching fish in a pond belonging to the
temple.

Afterwards, both feuding groups filed
cases against each other. But the affluent
encroachers, who are influential in the
area, came out of jail on bail.

The Mundas, however, had been on the
run ever since to avoid arrest, he added.

Sumitra Murali, widow of Alokesh, said
wailing, “My husband fell sick while in
hiding with all the other male members
of our village. And that’s why he could not
seek necessary medical help. He finally

died [without treatment].”

Another of the villagers, Fulmani Murali,
said her two sons were breadwinners of
the family. After they absconded, other
members of her family are facing wretched
living conditions.

“I was pregnant when my husband went
into hiding following the clash. I later gave
birth to our baby, but my husband still
couldn’t see the newborn,” said Sanjita
Murali of the village.

Alleged encroacher Delbar Pramanik’s
son Abdul Hannan, however, claimed,
“The Mundas have no rights over the land
because it's government property. We've
leased it from the government. And so we
cultivate and catch fish there.”

Nevertheless, “They attacked us suddenly
on that day [April 13]. They killed my
cousin,” he claimed further.

Contacted, Ullapara Upazila Nirbahi
Officer Dewan Moudud Ahmed said
they were investigating into the incident.
“Multiple cases remain pending at the
court over the property. Hence, we will act
as per the court’s directive.”

RIGHTS GROUPS VISIT CHAITRAHATI
Meanwhile, officials of different human
rights organisations and leaders of
indigenous communities visited
Chaitrahati village on Sunday.

Officials of the organisations --
including Bangladesh Legal Aid Services
Trust (BLAST), Bangladesh Environmental
Lawyers  Association (Bela), ALRD,
Nijera Kori, Jatiya Adibashi Parishad and
Bangladesh Adibashi Forum -- during their
visit witnessed sufferings of the Mundas
without the male members of their families
at the village, said Bivuti Vushon Mahato,
central committee member of Jatiya
Adibashi Parishad.
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A schoolgirl, who was abducted allegedly by one of her
neighbours in Sadar upazila about two weeks ago, is yet
to be rescued.

The 13-year-old victim is a Class VII student at a local
high school.

Father of the victim alleged that one Jariful Islam with
the help his parents abducted his daughter while she was
going to one of her relative’s house at the same village on
October 21.

The following day, he lodged a missing diary with Sadar
Police Station and later submitted a written complaint
against Jariful, 20, his father Makbul Hossain, mother
Jarina Begum, and neighbours Kashem Ali and Al Amin on
October 23, he said.

But police did not recorded his complaint as a case due
to unknown reasons, he alleged.

Contacted, Sub-Inspector (SI) of Sadar Police Station
Rabiul Islam, also the investigation officer of the
complaint, said he already visited to spot twice and
found the fact true.

They were trying to collect the mobile numbers of the
accused so that they can trace their whereabouts, using the
mobile tracking technology, the SI said.

Officers in Charge of the police station Shaha Alam
said he knows about the missing diary, but he was not
aware of the case and he will take necessary step in this
regard.
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An auto-rickshaw driver was
beaten to death allegedly
by a group of fellow drivers
over a trivial matter at
Dashuria intersection in
Ishwardi upazila of the
district yesterday.

The victim, Mizanur
Rahman, 30, was a resident
of Muladuli Koroitola
village.

Officer in Charge (OC)
of Ishwardi Police Station
Sheikh Nasir Uddin said
Mizanur had an altercation
with other fellow drivers
over forcing a passengers
boarding his vehicle at
Dashuria area around
12:30pm.

At one stage, they beat
Mizanur mercilessly, leaving
him unconscious.

Local people rescued him
and took him to Ishwardi
Upazila Health Complex,
where he succumbed to his
injuries around 2:00pm, the
OC added.
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surrounding agricultural lands at
Sharsi village in Barishal Sadar
upazila, posing threat to nearby
farmlands and damaging the soil
fertility in the area as well.

The villagers submitted a
complaint to the local police,
seeking their intervention in this
regard and take necessary step to
stop such illegal activities.

During a visit to the area,
it was seen that local resident,
Nurul Islam, set up two dredging
machines at the agriculture land
two days ago. He was lifting sand
from the ditch dug at the land
using the dredging machines. The
sand is brought through plastic
pipes to raise the level of a nearby
low-lying land.

Nurul Islam has set up the
dredging machines to fill his low-
lying farmland with sand, said
locals.

Local people said landslides
may happen anytime here due to

cultivation is going on. But sand
lifting from the hole is posing
threat to the farmlands.

The owner of the adjoining
land, Dulal Fakir, said once sand
extraction is started, nothing will
grow in the farmland, much to the
worry of local farmers.

At least 50 farmers of the
village have lodged a complaint
with  Airport Police Station
against setting up of the dredging
machines.

Contacted, the officer-in-
charge (OC) of Airport Police
Station said he had received
allegation of lifting sand from the
agricultural land using dredging
machines.

They were investigating the
matter, said the OC.

Nurul Islam said he has set up
dredging machines at his own
land to fill his another low-lying
farmland with sand. It is not

harmful for anyone.

He, however, said that he did
not take any permission from the
authorities concerned to set up
the dredging machines.

Contacted, Upazila Nirbahi
Officer (UNO) Md Munibur
Rahman said he was not aware of
the matter.

Urgent action will be taken in
this regard, said the UNO.

Rafiqul Alam, secretary of
Bangladesh Paribesh Andolan
(Bapa) Barishal unit, said such
illegal activities will have an
adverse effect on the environment.

They demand immediate action
against such illegal activities.

Bank official burnt to
death after gas leak

Our CORRESPONDENT, Bandarban

Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
Health Services Division
Health Economics Unit
14/2, Topkhana Road (3rd Floor), Dhaka-1000

A Grameen Bank official was burnt to death when a fire
engulfed his rented house due to a gas leak in the kitchen
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