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Barind orange shows hope
SHYKH SERAJ

It was mid-October this year and a 
bright sunny morning. I was travelling 
through the Barind area on Rajshahi-
Chapainawabganj highway along the 
Mahananda river to reach the orchard 
of one of the most progressive farmers 
of the Barind region. Fields after fields 
of green grains. It was as if someone 
had placed a green carpet on the 
ground. Aman is cultivated in the 
fields at this time of Sharat (autumn). 
Again, some fields are full of early Rabi 
crops. Twelve years back, Barind was 
not as green like today. Barind means 
barren land, barren hard soil, and 
barren fields. But history says that the 
name ‘Barendra’ comes from ‘Indra’s 
land of blessings.’ Long ago this region 
was fertile, rich in fruits and crops. But 
over the years, the soil of Barind lost 
its organic attributes. Another reason 
for the soil to become dry was the 
Farakka barrage. The people of this 
region could produce only one crop. 
There was no other crop except the 
Aman rice. Mango did not become a 
cash crop back then as it is now. As a 
result, hunger and scarcity engulfed 

the people of the Barind region.

I have had the opportunity to 

witness and learn the socio-economic 

context of agriculture and farmers in 

this region since the 80s. This area 

became a storehouse of pulse crops. 

But as the water level went down, 
shortage of crop diversity was evident. 
Although the Barind has changed due 
to efforts from government and non-
government organizations, there are 
still many areas where agriculture is 
still troubled due to lack of enough 
water. 

I arrived at Matiur Rahman’s 
fruit orchard in Jamtara village in 
Chapainawabganj. I came here a few 
years back. He’s more known for his 
malta, but he also does guava, orange 
and many other diversified fruits. 
I went there this time especially to 
see Matiur’s success on his 16 bigha 
orange orchard. He has cultivated 
three varieties of oranges. Once we 
knew that oranges are cultivated in 
hilly lands. But with the invention 
of new varieties, there is no longer 
a seasonal constraint. You probably 
would recall Rafiqul’s orange orchard 
located in Jhenaidah’s Maheshpur. 
Let me again remind you that, Matiur 
was a truck driver of the Roads and 
Highways Department. He could 
have easily carried on with his job, 
but he fell in love with nature and 

his spontaneous overflow of powerful 

feeling was expressed through his 

diversified fruit orchard. Over the 

years, agriculture has brought him 

great economic prosperity.   
I was chatting with 55-year-old 

Matiur while walking in his orchard. 
“I started off with a leased land 

of seven bighas when you first came 
to my orchard. I gradually increased 
the farming area to 61 bighas,” said 
Matiur.

“My orchard now has increased 
to 70 bighas and I hope to do even 
better in the future; You know what, 
today I have my own 15 bighas of 
land,” gladly said the successful agro-
entrepreneur. Each of the orange trees 
in Matiur’s orchard is full of oranges. 
According to statistics, in the 2017-
2018 fiscal year, Bangladesh imported 
1,17,170 tonnes of orange and malta. 
Per tonne, the price was Tk 93,000 

(USD 1098). And the total amount 
that was spent was Tk 1,088 crore 
(USD 1285 million). The total import 
of orange and malta during the 
previous fiscal year (2018-2019) was 
1,02,100 tonnes. In other words, there 
is a demand for oranges worth around 
Tk 1,500 crore (USD 1800 million) 
in our country. Matiur attempts to 
cultivate 100 percent organic fruits 
and crops. In the orchard, therefore, 
various arrangements of integrated 
pest management, for example, 
colour charts, sex pheromone traps 
are already installed. Matiur still faces 
some problem with pest management 
and also looks forward to the bagging 

method.
“How much are you looking 

forward to earning this year?” I asked 
Matiur. 

“No less than Tk 4 lakh this year, 
but next year the profit would be even 
more,” he gladly replied.

I also saw some female Santal 
labourers who looked quite happy 
working at Matiur’s orchard. It was 
great talking to them. They are well 
satisfied with their employment. 
Matiur hasn’t only worked on orange 
farming, he is industriously working 
on orange saplings and thus he could 
make improved varieties. He also 
has his nursery for selling saplings 

and seeds of various fruits and is 
earning very well from his nursery 
project. Matiur is pretty successful 
in his family life as well. He has the 
most cooperating wife, a son and a 
daughter. His son Nahid obtained his 
degree in Computer Engineering and 
now has a store of agricultural tools 
in Chapainawabganj. His daughter, 
Mitu recently completed her studies in 
Statistics from Jagannath University. 
Her dreams revolve around the 
farming sector and she wishes to 
become a successful agricultural 
entrepreneur, just like her father.   

Agriculture has changed Matiur’s 
life. It’s not just that he has enriched 
but he has helped others becoming 
enriched too. Many have found 
employment at his orchard and 
nursery. He has inspired many farmers 
and those who want to become real 
entrepreneurs. He has received many 
honours from government and non-
government organizations for his 
contribution to the development of 
farming in the country and for his 
brilliant agricultural initiatives. 

Diversified fruit cultivation is 
changing in the hands of enterprising 
farmers of Bangladesh. The farming 
scenario of Barind is also changing 
with the help of farmers, young 
and big entrepreneurs, keeping the 
objective of commercial farming in 
mind. Loving the soil and fruits, they 
are setting example of diversified 
success in agriculture. After guava, 
mango, dragon fruit and malta, 
orange production has started in 
Matiur’s orchard and it is gradually 
spreading across the Barind region. 
The massive production of oranges 
in the soil of the Barind shows the 
immense potential of the fruit. I 
strongly believe that we can come out 
of the import-dependence of fruits 
through the assistance of enterprising 
farmers like Matiur and also sure that 
Bangladesh will go a long way towards 
sustainable development.

Matiur, wearing a broad smile on his face, at his orange orchard in 

Chapainawabganj’s Jamtara village, situated in the Barind region of Bangladesh.
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Under fire, IPH scraps dress code circular
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general of the DGHS, said, “Rahim 
sent a letter to me saying sorry and 
that he will not make such mistakes in 
future. He has withdrawn the circular. 
But the issue is not going to end here.

“He has to officially explain why he 
would do this.”

Wednesday’s IPH circular said, 
“For Muslims, men must make sure 
their clothes do not cover their ankle 
joints… and women must wear hijabs 
in addition to making sure that their 
clothes cover their ankle joints.”

The IPH director was asked to reply 
to the health ministry “show-cause” 
notice within three working days, said 
the notice signed by Deputy Secretary 
Sharmin Akter Jahan of the ministry.

A ministry spokesperson said 
the order to issue a “show-cause” 
letter came from the health minister 
himself.

The Daily Star made multiple 
phone calls and sent texts to Dr Abdur 
Rahim. He did not respond before 
switching off his phone.

Bangla Tribune quoted him as 
saying, “Ours is a Muslim country; if 
the people in our office, our country 
are adorned in this manner, it will 
make me feel good. I have given 
this order to ensure that my staff are 
following the path of discipline and 
rahamat.”

Dr Mahbuba Jamil, head of the 
virology lab at IPH, was contacted by 
The Daily Star. “I have received the 
notice. I do not know why this was 
issued,” she said.

Prof Nasima Sultana, additional 
director general of the DGHS, said, 
“He [IPH director] cannot do this. 
We have asked him to withdraw it 
immediately.

“Any such notice requires prior 
approval from multiple levels. He has 
not done any such thing. He has issued 
the circular without maintaining the 
procedure.”

State Minister for Public 
Administration Farhad Hossain said 
no government official can issue such 
a circular mentioning a religious dress 

code for his office.
“Bangladesh is a secular country. 

People of different religions work in 
the offices. Therefore, such a circular 
citing dress code cannot be issued,” he 
told The Daily Star.

Salma Ali, veteran women’s 
rights lawyer, said, “No one has the 
right to impose a separate rule for 
any government office without any 
discussion with the stakeholders. 
Human rights, and gender equality 
and this order cannot exist together.”

Shireen Haq of Naripokkho 
said, “This notice is absolutely 
outrageous. Women’s clothing is 
policed everywhere. In public places 
especially, women are routinely 
harassed for not covering their heads, 
or for not carrying scarves; but at 
least those harassments come from 
strangers. When a workplace, an 
institution, polices women’s clothing, 
it is absolutely unacceptable. He does 
not know that imposing a dress code 
to followers of a certain religion is 
against the constitution.”  

Special classes likely from next month
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Bangladesh in the winter.
“If the situation improves in the next 

few weeks, we will try to reopen classes for 
candidates on a limited scale,” she said.

About two million students are 
scheduled to sit for next year’s Secondary 
School Certificate and equivalent 
exams in February and another 1.3 
million students are expected to sit for 
the Higher Secondary Certificate and 
equivalent exams slated for April 2021.

While elaborating on the plan, Dipu 
Moni said they are planning to bring 
class-10 students, who are set to sit for 
the SSC exams, and class-12 students, 
who will appear for HSC exams, back to 
schools and colleges.

They will be divided into several 
groups and will receive lessons spread 
over several classrooms.

When asked about the possible 
deferment of the 2021 SSC exams, Dipu 
said she was hoping that it would not 
be needed, but everything depended on 
the Covid-19 situation.

She said all SSC and HSC candidates 
would have to go through a qualifying 
test at schools to appear in public 

exams.
On March 17, the government 

closed the schools to contain the spread 
of Covid-19. Educational activities of 
about four crore students are being 
hampered due to the crisis.

This year’s HSC, Primary Education 
Completion and its equivalent exams 
and Junior School Certificate and its 
equivalent exams were cancelled.

In place of HSC exams, candidates 
would be evaluated based on their 
results in Junior School Certificate 
(JSC), Secondary School Certificate 
(SSC) and their equivalent tests.

More than one crore students of 
classes six to nine will be promoted to 
the next classes this year without any 
annual examinations, the government 
announced.

Instead, school authorities will give 
assignments to students so that they 
can achieve the minimum learning 
outcome.

About the textbook distribution 
ceremony, she said, “The festival is 
important but it will not be wise to hold 
such festivals that could create a health 
risk.”

She added that all books would be 
ready by January 1 and the government 
is looking at alternative ways to get 
books to the students.

National Curriculum and Textbook 
Board (NCTB) Chairman Prof Narayan 
Chandra Saha told this newspaper 
that they will distribute 34.36 crore 
textbooks among 4.16 crore students.

Of them, about 24 crore books 
will be distributed among secondary 
students and the rest among primary 
students.

Dipu Moni urged educational 
institution authorities to refrain from 
taking unnecessary fees from guardians 
during the closure of the institutions. 
She also said the government will 
issue a directive regarding tuition fee 
realisation.

She said while many universities 
may be saying that they would take 
admission tests but all have to keep the 
safety of students in mind.

“What situation will arise if all 
universities take admission tests like 
they did before; [instead] combined 
admission tests should be considered to 
ensure safety of all students.”

Trump, Biden zero in on Florida
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“But what I can promise you is this: We’ll 
start on Day 1 by doing the right thing. 
We’ll let science guide our decisions.”

Tomorrow, Biden is to get some star 
power when he is joined on the stump 
in Michigan by Barack Obama, whom 
he served as vice president. It will be 
their first joint in-person appearance of 
the 2020 race, though Obama has been 
delivering strategically timed broadsides 
at Trump throughout.

Trump, by contrast, is finishing 
his campaign in an extreme test of 
endurance, with a final attempt to catch 
up both in swing states and also states 
that he won in 2016 but now has to 
defend.

After rallying supporters in three 
states Tuesday, Trump, 74, overnighted 
in a fourth -- Nevada -- and then flew to 
Arizona for two more rallies.

On an airport tarmac in Bullhead 

City, Arizona, Trump all but ignored the 
Covid-19 crisis, and many supporters 
did not bother with masks as they 
cheered his defiant insistence on a 
landslide victory November 3.

“It’s going to be a great, great red 
wave,” he boomed, referring to the 
Republican color. “We love you! We 
love you!” the enthusiastic crowd 
chanted back.

At another rally, in Goodyear, 
Arizona, Trump predicted he’d repeat 
his 2016 upset, saying: “We’re going to 
have an even bigger surprise in six days.”

The pandemic has upended all aspects 
of American life and overshadowed the 
election, with polls showing it may well 
be the president’s undoing as cases hit 
record levels in the US.

More than 76.5 million people have 
cast early in-person and mail ballots 
nationally, according to data compiled 
by the US Elections Project at the 

University of Florida. That is a record-
setting pace and more than 53% of the 
total 2016 turnout.

Some 57.4 percent of Americans 
disapprove of Trump’s coronavirus 
response, while 39.8 percent approve, 
according to a poll average compiled by 
tracker FiveThirtyEight.com.

Biden has seized on that to build an 
impressive advantage in polls heading 
into the final week and is looking to 
expand his state-by-state path to victory.

On Tuesday, Biden visited Georgia, 
traditionally Republican territory, and 
he has said he will travel to Florida, 
Wisconsin and Michigan in the race’s 
closing days. 

All are states that Trump won in 2016 
but that are up for grabs this year.

On Wednesday, Trump kept up his 
scorn for Biden’s focus on health safety, 
saying that the Democrat would destroy 
the country through more lockdowns.


