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Barind orange shows hope
SHYKH SERAJ

It was mid-October this year and a 
bright sunny morning. I was travelling 
through the Barind area on Rajshahi-
Chapainawabganj highway along the 
Mahananda river to reach the orchard 
of one of the most progressive farmers 
of the Barind region. Fields after fields 
of green grains. It was as if someone 
had placed a green carpet on the 
ground. Aman is cultivated in the 
fields at this time of Sharat (autumn). 
Again, some fields are full of early Rabi 
crops. Twelve years back, Barind was 
not as green like today. Barind means 
barren land, barren hard soil, and 
barren fields. But history says that the 
name ‘Barendra’ comes from ‘Indra’s 
land of blessings.’ Long ago this region 
was fertile, rich in fruits and crops. But 
over the years, the soil of Barind lost 
its organic attributes. Another reason 
for the soil to become dry was the 
Farakka barrage. The people of this 
region could produce only one crop. 
There was no other crop except the 
Aman rice. Mango did not become a 
cash crop back then as it is now. As a 
result, hunger and scarcity engulfed 

the people of the Barind region.

I have had the opportunity to 

witness and learn the socio-economic 

context of agriculture and farmers in 

this region since the 80s. This area 

became a storehouse of pulse crops. 

But as the water level went down, 
shortage of crop diversity was evident. 
Although the Barind has changed due 
to efforts from government and non-
government organizations, there are 
still many areas where agriculture is 
still troubled due to lack of enough 
water. 

I arrived at Matiur Rahman’s 
fruit orchard in Jamtara village in 
Chapainawabganj. I came here a few 
years back. He’s more known for his 
malta, but he also does guava, orange 
and many other diversified fruits. 
I went there this time especially to 
see Matiur’s success on his 16 bigha 
orange orchard. He has cultivated 
three varieties of oranges. Once we 
knew that oranges are cultivated in 
hilly lands. But with the invention 
of new varieties, there is no longer 
a seasonal constraint. You probably 
would recall Rafiqul’s orange orchard 
located in Jhenaidah’s Maheshpur. 
Let me again remind you that, Matiur 
was a truck driver of the Roads and 
Highways Department. He could 
have easily carried on with his job, 
but he fell in love with nature and 

his spontaneous overflow of powerful 

feeling was expressed through his 

diversified fruit orchard. Over the 

years, agriculture has brought him 

great economic prosperity.   
I was chatting with 55-year-old 

Matiur while walking in his orchard. 
“I started off with a leased land 

of seven bighas when you first came 
to my orchard. I gradually increased 
the farming area to 61 bighas,” said 
Matiur.

“My orchard now has increased 
to 70 bighas and I hope to do even 
better in the future; You know what, 
today I have my own 15 bighas of 
land,” gladly said the successful agro-
entrepreneur. Each of the orange trees 
in Matiur’s orchard is full of oranges. 
According to statistics, in the 2017-
2018 fiscal year, Bangladesh imported 
1,17,170 tonnes of orange and malta. 
Per tonne, the price was Tk 93,000 

(USD 1098). And the total amount 
that was spent was Tk 1,088 crore 
(USD 1285 million). The total import 
of orange and malta during the 
previous fiscal year (2018-2019) was 
1,02,100 tonnes. In other words, there 
is a demand for oranges worth around 
Tk 1,500 crore (USD 1800 million) 
in our country. Matiur attempts to 
cultivate 100 percent organic fruits 
and crops. In the orchard, therefore, 
various arrangements of integrated 
pest management, for example, 
colour charts, sex pheromone traps 
are already installed. Matiur still faces 
some problem with pest management 
and also looks forward to the bagging 

method.
“How much are you looking 

forward to earning this year?” I asked 
Matiur. 

“No less than Tk 4 lakh this year, 
but next year the profit would be even 
more,” he gladly replied.

I also saw some female Santal 
labourers who looked quite happy 
working at Matiur’s orchard. It was 
great talking to them. They are well 
satisfied with their employment. 
Matiur hasn’t only worked on orange 
farming, he is industriously working 
on orange saplings and thus he could 
make improved varieties. He also 
has his nursery for selling saplings 

and seeds of various fruits and is 
earning very well from his nursery 
project. Matiur is pretty successful 
in his family life as well. He has the 
most cooperating wife, a son and a 
daughter. His son Nahid obtained his 
degree in Computer Engineering and 
now has a store of agricultural tools 
in Chapainawabganj. His daughter, 
Mitu recently completed her studies in 
Statistics from Jagannath University. 
Her dreams revolve around the 
farming sector and she wishes to 
become a successful agricultural 
entrepreneur, just like her father.   

Agriculture has changed Matiur’s 
life. It’s not just that he has enriched 
but he has helped others becoming 
enriched too. Many have found 
employment at his orchard and 
nursery. He has inspired many farmers 
and those who want to become real 
entrepreneurs. He has received many 
honours from government and non-
government organizations for his 
contribution to the development of 
farming in the country and for his 
brilliant agricultural initiatives. 

Diversified fruit cultivation is 
changing in the hands of enterprising 
farmers of Bangladesh. The farming 
scenario of Barind is also changing 
with the help of farmers, young 
and big entrepreneurs, keeping the 
objective of commercial farming in 
mind. Loving the soil and fruits, they 
are setting example of diversified 
success in agriculture. After guava, 
mango, dragon fruit and malta, 
orange production has started in 
Matiur’s orchard and it is gradually 
spreading across the Barind region. 
The massive production of oranges 
in the soil of the Barind shows the 
immense potential of the fruit. I 
strongly believe that we can come out 
of the import-dependence of fruits 
through the assistance of enterprising 
farmers like Matiur and also sure that 
Bangladesh will go a long way towards 
sustainable development.

Matiur, wearing a broad smile on his face, at his orange orchard in 

Chapainawabganj’s Jamtara village, situated in the Barind region of Bangladesh.
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103 poverty-stricken indigenous 
families struggling to survive
EAM ASADUZZAMAN, Nilphamari

Indigenous people from the Musahar 
community, who used to live on 
catching and selling eel and snail, are 
struggling to survive as they cannot 
sell eel and snail amid coronavirus 
outbreak.

They live at bordering Subarnakhuli 
village in Nilphamari Sadar upazila 
and Khansama upazila of Dinajpur. 

During a visit to the village on 
Tuesday, this correspondent found that 
the poverty-stricken people sat idle in 
the area as there is no work now. It is 
mentionable that the same people were 
busy with selling of eel and snail before 
the pandemic.

They lost their livelihoods due to the 
outbreak of Covid-19 pandemic, said 
locals.

Ramdas Rikhiason, 65, of the village, 
said “We usually live by selling eel and 
snail to traders from different districts 
but the traders cannot pay regular visit 
to the area now due to coronavirus 
outbreak, badly hampering our meagre 
income from selling snail and eel.” 

During the coronavirus shutdown, 
the government provided food 
assistance to them but the food aid 
programme has been stopped for the 
last four months, he said.

Ramdas added that on the other 
hand, people in the country’s northern 
region have become jobless during the 
lean period (mid-September to mid- 
November). As a result, the situation 
has now significantly worsened. 

They are now suffering a double 
blow, he said.

Deepak Chakrovarti, Sadar upazila 
vice chairman in Nilphamari, said 103 
families of Musahar community are 
passing miserable life as there is no 

work in their hand now. 
Moneswar Rikhiason, 60, a 

community member, said “Many of 
us earn by working in farmland but 
after transplanting Aman saplings in 
August, there is no work now, bringing 
hardship to our livelihood.”

A septuagenarian widow, Pugli 
Rikhiason from the community, said 
“We used to consume boiled arums in 
the crisis time as my only son has been 
sitting idle for days for want of work. 
Meanwhile, we have no money to buy 
rice.”

Gadlu Rikhison and his mother 
Kamoni of the village were seen 

breaking snail’s shell to bring out fleshy 
part. They would eat it during lunch.

Housewives Pushni and Alomuni of 
the same area said at present, they only 
eat cooked rice with salt.

College student Subel Rikhiason 
of the community said “While other 
students are preparing their lessons at 
home during the coronavirus situation, 
students of our community are 
struggling to make ends meet.”

Contacted, Khansama Upazila 
Nirbahi Officer Mahbubul Islam said 
“We are ready to render support to the 
hapless indigenous people within our 
capacity.”

Snail’s shell being broken to bring out its fleshy part to eat at 

bordering Subarnakhuli village between Nilphamari Sadar and 

Dinajpur’s Khansama upazila.

A mobile court seized 4,500 metres of fishing nets from different points of the Jamuna river 

in Tangail’s Nagarpur upazila yesterday for defying the ongoing ban on catching hilsa.
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