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this correspondent over phone that his complaint was not 
recorded as a case till October 27. 

Around 20 people, including BCL leader Manna, 
attacked and threw him in a drain, he alleged.

According to an industrialist in the area, influential 
politicians are behind the attacks. 

Md Jalish Mahamud, deputy general manager of BSCIC, 
Barishal office, said they informed higher authorities after 
the pipes were taken from their area, but no action has 
been taken in this regard. 

Contacted, Lokman Hossain, officer-in-charge of 
Kawnia Police Station, said a case was filed by Shafiul 
Azam on October 27 over the matter. 

Regarding the allegations of not registering the case 
sooner or taking steps against perpetrators or ensuring 
security, he said, “We’re investigating the matter.”

Despite repeated attempts through phone and text 
messages, this correspondent could not get in touch with 
Commissioner Md Shahabuddin of Barishal Metropolitan 
Police for comments.

However, this correspondent was able to get in touch 
with the main accused -- Manna.

Though he does not hold any post in the BCL committee, 
according to locals, he is often seen with party leaders and 
participating at party events. Hira and Hridoy are said to 
be his followers.

Manna does hold a post in the city corporation though. 
He is the assistant private secretary (APS) to the mayor, 
confirmed Barishal City Corporation authorities.

About the allegations, Manna told this newspaper that 
some factories grabbed portions of roads, which locals 
protested. 

“The city authorities seized the pipes, which were being 
used for sand filling. But the industry owners’ association 
filed a case against me to tarnish my image,” he claimed.

He denied the allegations of extortion, vandalism and 
beating up industrialists. 

This correspondent tried to get in touch with the city 
corporation high-ups over the issue of seizing pipes, but 
they declined to comment.

Contacted yesterday, SM Ajiar Rahman, deputy 
commissioner of Barishal, said he is aware of the situation. 
“We are trying to resolve the issue,” he added. 

Chinese contractor
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Besides, the project authorities would create 
a fund, from where RHD would get more 
money if the road is damaged further, Sabuj 
told this correspondent on Tuesday. 

PBRLP Director Golam Fakhruddin 
Ahmed said the amount was not fixed 
yet and their consultants are working to 
determine the amount. 

Replying to a question, he said, “It would 
take some time [to ascertain the amount]. 
Our consultants are working on it.” 

When this correspondent contacted 
CREC through their PR agency, it said, 
“CREC has not received any instruction 
from BR or RHD to discuss about 
compensation, if any, against damages 

inflicted on N8 [Dhaka-Mawa-Bhanga 
expressway].” 

In March, Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina inaugurated the country’s first-
ever expressway from Dhaka to Faridpur’s 
Bhanga upazila. 

The 55km four-lane highway, with service 
lanes on both sides, is the most expensive 
road in terms of cost per kilometre in the 
country. 

On the other hand, the Ecnec in May 
2016 approved the “Padma Bridge Rail Link 
Project” to connect the capital with Jashore 
with a 169km rail line over the under-
construction Padma Bridge. 

The deadline of the Tk 39,246-crore 
project is June 2024.  

HSC-pass
FROM PAGE 3

Five others were sentenced to jail on 
different terms. Makkah-Madina and 
Nurjahan hospitals were sealed on 
charges of various irregularities, including 
mistreatment, he said.

“We have even found that an OT 
staff, Jahangir Hossain, was performing 
orthopaedic surgery at Nurjahan hospital,” 
the magistrate said. Jahangir, who only 
studied till fifth grade, was sentenced to 
two years’ imprisonment.

The magistrate further said that they also 
found severely unhygienic atmosphere in 
OT rooms of the two shut hospitals, with 
blood stains everywhere and foul stench 
emanating from the rooms. 

Basu said he found many victims, 
including children, during the raid. “The 
surgery spot of a victim had become 
infected.”

Nurun Nabi, owner of Makkah-Madina 
General Hospital, was sentenced to one-
year’s jail, and staffers Anwar Hossain and 
Abdur Rashid to six-months’ imprisonment.

Basu said there were various allegations 
against private hospitals, including fake 
doctors providing treatment, carrying out 
complicated surgeries without trained 
physicians, loss of life due to malpractice, 
collection of large bills from patients and 
unhygienic environment.

It was alleged that patients who went 
to National Institute of Traumatology and 
Orthopaedic Rehabilitation were coerced 
by intermediaries and brokers to go to 
various private hospitals. 

The hospitals were raided after receiving 
such allegations.

Babul Hossain, owner of Nurjahan 
Orthopaedic Hospital and a leader of 
the brokers, was sentenced to one-year’s 
imprisonment. 

Road safety
FROM PAGE 3

“I think this [road safety] can be incorporated in this plan 
as a priority matter.”

The minister said his ministry is not solely responsible 
for ensuring road safety, rather different other ministries 
and agencies have to play roles in this regard. “The issue of 
coordination among all stakeholders to ensure road safety 
can be incorporated in the plan specifically,” he added. 

He said plan has been taken to convert 550km roads 
under the Road Transport and Highway Division into four 
lanes in next five years.

“Usually, we are highly ambitious while preparing a 
plan but very slow in implementation. However there 
are exceptions. So, I will call for taking plan which is 
implementable,” he said.  

“We have to consider our capacity to implement a plan. 
We have to set priority while selecting project,” he said. 

Suspended
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hospitalised on October 27,” said Srity. 
“We do not blame anyone for my sister’s missing. We 

request the government and authorities for my sister’s safe 
return,” she said. 

On October 26, Tithy, a student of the university’s 
zoology department, was suspended for making 
“derogatory” comments about religion on social media, 
said JnU Registrar Md Ohiduzzaman. 

“A four-member committee led by Prof AKM 
Moniruzzaman, dean of business studies faculty and also a 
syndicate member of the university, was formed the same 
day to investigate the matter,” he added. 

On October 23, some screenshots of Tithy’s Facebook 
posts and comments went viral on social media. Since then, 
JnU students have been demanding punishment for her. 

She was also suspended from her post of office secretary 
of Bangladesh Chhatra Odhikar Parishad’s JnU unit on 
October 23, following students’ protest. 

The same day, Tithy filed a GD with Pallabi Police 
Station, claiming that her Facebook ID was hacked.

Couple arrested for 
torturing 7-year-old 
house help to death
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Police arrested a couple in Kishoreganj on 
Wednesday for allegedly torturing their 
seven-year-old domestic help to death.

The arrestees are Nadratul Ahmed (23) 
and Elahi Shuvo (34), an employee of a 
private firm in Cumilla, said police.

Nadratul, mother of a three-month-old 
child, employed Morium Akter from Bir 
Paiksha in Hossainpur upazila, Kishoreganj 
two months ago, said police.

Hossainpur Police Station Officer-in-
Charge Sheikh Md Mustafizur Rahman 
quoted victim’s mother Kulsum Akter 
as saying that the couple used to torture 
Morium.

Shuvo and Nadratul handed over the 
girl’s body to her family members on 
Wednesday morning, saying that Morium 
died after falling from the staircase while 
she was playing, said the OC.

Seeing injury marks on the body, 
Morium’s family members started 
screaming. Their neighbours rushed to the 
spot and caught the couple as they tried to 
flee the scene, said the police officer.

Later, they were handed over to police. 
The law enforcers sent the body to 
Kishoreganj General Hospital morgue for 
autopsy.

OC Mustafizur Rahman said the body 
bore injury marks including burn. She 
might have been tortured to death, he said.

Victim’s father Sirajul Islam, a rickshaw-
puller, filed a murder case with Daudkandi 
Police Station, accusing Shuvo and 
Nadratul on Wednesday night, said the OC.
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to locate its properties. The firm, Masih Muhith Haque 
& Co Consortium, suggested in its report that the 
university should initiate moves to reclaim possession of 
six dormitories -- Shaheed Anwar Shafique Hall, Shaheed 
Azmal Hossain Hall, Bani Bhaban, Shaheed Shahab Uddin 
Hall, Tibet Hall and Abdur Rahman Hall.

This newspaper has also reported that the property on 
which Tibet Hall used to be, is a vested property.

“We think university authorities are not trying to 
reclaim Tibet Hall because they are being strong-armed by 
powerful factions,” alleged Mishu.

Two of the occupied halls, Abdur Rahman hall and 
Bani Bhaban can be classified as antiquities, both being 
over a hundred years old.

Students of JnU had previously demonstrated for this 
demand in 2016 and 2014. In 2014, students demonstrating 
in front of Tibet Hall were beaten up by local goons, 
resulting in at least 50 injuries.

62pc males 
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for sexual health-related problems at 
least once, while most reported their first 
points of contact as kobiraj, homoeopathy 
doctors, or the local medicine dispensary.

Besides, 28 percent of participants said 
that sexually transmitted diseases are a 
result of weak faith or the “evil eye”.

The survey, funded by the Embassy 
of the Kingdom of the Netherlands in 
Bangladesh was conducted to understand 
the perception, practices, and challenges in 
accessing Sexual and Reproductive Health 
(SRH) services for male youth and to map 
the existing SRH interventions and review 
existing SRH Rights policies.

The study also found that male SRHR 
issues are comparatively less elaborately 
discussed in textbooks compared to female 
SRHR issues. It also said that teachers are 
not adequately sensitised to these issues, 
which is one of the reasons why they are 
mostly ignored in the classrooms.

Respondents agreed to this and 

expressed demands to urgently tailor 
and implement male SRHR programs. 
Researchers said this requires more funds, 
more training programs, and more skilled 
SRHR personnel in the field level.

The study also recommended all-
inclusive national policies for male SRHR 
issues. Besides, more community-based 
research on males to generate evidence 
for policymaking, inclusive SRHR laws, 
teachers’ training, a comprehensive SRHR 
chapter in the national curriculum was 
some other recommendations for the 
policymakers.

Sabina Faiz Rashid, SRHR researcher 
and dean of BRAC James P Grant School 
of Public Health, and Mushfiqua Zaman 
Satiar, senior policy adviser, SRHR and 
Gender, Embassy of the Kingdom of 
the Netherlands in Bangladesh urged 
journalists to take these findings to 
policymakers and the public so that they 
can realise the importance of male sexual 
and reproductive health rights.

Hurray for 
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enjoin the two floors. 
The supervisor said a team of 22 people 

built Anandaloy. It took them around a 
year to construct the building, at a cost of 
around Tk 70 lakh. 

“With this building, everything comes 
together: local materials, local energy 
sources, and global creativity,” Anna 
Heringer said in an interview on the Obel 
Award web site. 

“First of all, it is important to me to 
show that you can create something out of 
existing materials. The material below our 
feet and the things that grow around us 

are enough to make something beautiful. 
Secondly, Anandaloy is completely run 
by solar energy, and human labour and 
craftsmanship were also very important 
sources of energy in the project. And finally, 
inspiration for the design came from 
Bangladesh but also from beyond.” 

Obel Award is an international prize 
for architecture that honours recent and 
outstanding architectural contributions 
to human development all over the world.

The award also aims to increase 
awareness regarding the transformative and 
social values of architecture.


