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US senators push Uighurs 
‘genocide’ bill 

US senators sought Tuesday to declare that 
China is committing genocide against Uighurs 

and other Turkic-speaking Muslims, a step 
that could ramp up pressure on behalf of the 
estimated one million-plus people in camps. 

The resolution was introduced by senators across 
the political spectrum, although it is unlikely 
to move immediately as the Senate is out of 

session until after next week’s election. The text 
states that China’s campaign “against Uighurs, 
ethnic Kazakhs, Kyrgyz and members of other 
Muslim minority groups in the Xinjiang Uighur 

Autonomous Region constitutes genocide.” 
Rights groups say that more than one million 

Uighurs languish in camps in the Xinjiang region 
as Beijing attempts to forcibly integrate the 

community and root out its Islamic heritage.

US firms fund deforestation, 
abuses in Amazon: report
Major US financial firms are helping fund 

environmental destruction and indigenous 
rights abuses in the Amazon with billions 
of dollars in investments in questionable 

companies, according to a report published 
Tuesday. Six top firms -- BlackRock, Citigroup, 
JPMorgan Chase, Vanguard, Bank of America 

and Dimensional Fund Advisors -- have invested 
more than $18 billion over the past three years 
in mining, agribusiness and energy companies 

involved in a “series of abuses” in the world’s 
biggest rainforest, found the report by the 

environmental group Amazon Watch and the 
Association of Brazil’s Indigenous Peoples.

Millions queue to vote in 
Bihar under Covid gloom

Millions of Indians turned out to cast ballots in 
a state election in the world’s biggest vote since 
the coronavirus emerged, with booths packed 
out and many ignoring government advice on 
wearing masks and social distancing. Some 70 
million are eligible to vote in Bihar governed by 

an alliance that includes BJP, which has promised 
a free vaccine for every person in the state if it 

wins. Voting in Bihar has been split across three 
days -- Wednesday, November 3 and November 
7 -- to reduce crowding at booths. Opinion polls 

indicate disquiet with the incumbent regime, 
particularly Chief Minister Nitish Kumar from 

the JDU, who has been in power for most of the 
past 15 years, over perceptions he has not done 

enough to lift the state out of poverty.

SOURCE: AFP, REUTERS

NEWS IN BRIEF

y

y

y

Outsiders now 
can buy land 
in Kashmir
REUTERS, Srinagar

India has amended a law 
in Jammu and Kashmir 
allowing Indian citizens to 
buy land in the disputed 
territory, said officials, 
sparking opposition 
criticism about a steady 
erosion of the rights of 
Kashmiri people.

A notification issued 
on Tuesday stated that the 
term “being permanent 
resident of the state” as a 
criteria has been “omitted”, 
paving the way for even 
non-Kashmiri Indians 
to purchase land in the 
Himalayan region.

Until last year, the 
region enjoyed a special 
status, guaranteed by the 
Indian constitution, which 
allowed it to make its own 
rules about permanent 
residency and property 
ownership.

Opposition leaders in 
Kashmir have criticised 
the Modi government for 
rewriting the land laws.

“The amendments have 
put Jammu and Kashmir up 
for sale...These new laws are 
unacceptable to people of 
J&K,” said former J&K CM 
Omar Abdullah in a tweet.

Pompeo slams ‘predator’ 
China on Sri Lanka trip

AGENCIES

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
called China’s Communist government a 
“predator “yesterday, during a trip to boost 
ties with Sri Lanka, which has received 
huge investment and diplomatic support 
from Beijing.

Pompeo made his latest attack on 
China after talks with President Gotabaya 
Rajapaksa on security cooperation to keep 
open vital Indian Ocean sea lanes just 
south of Sri Lanka.

“A strong sovereign Sri Lanka is a 
powerful strategic partner for the United 
States on the world stage,” Pompeo told 
reporters as he wrapped up a 12-hour visit, 
the second stop on a four-nation tour.

Pompeo described how Washington 
has provided military training and recently 
gifted two coastguard vessels, contrasting 
its assistance with China.

“We see from bad deals, violations of 
sovereignty and lawlessness on land and 
sea that the Chinese Communist Party is a 
predator, and the United States comes in a 
different way, we come as a friend, and as 
a partner,” Pompeo told a televised news 
conference in the capital, Colombo.

The Chinese embassy in Colombo hit 
back, tweeting a promotional image for the 
“Aliens vs Predator” video game.

“Sorry Mr. Secretary Pompeo, we’re busy 
promoting China-Sri Lanka friendship and 
cooperation, not interested in your Alien v 
Predator game invitation,” it said.

Sri Lanka’s Foreign Minister Dinesh 
Gunawardena made no reference to China, 

but at a press conference with Pompeo, 
told reporters that the country maintains a 
non-aligned foreign policy.

Sri Lanka borrowed billons of dollars from 
China for infrastructure when Rajapaksa’s 
brother Mahinda was the country’s leader 
from 2005 until 2015. Unable to service a 
$1.4 billion loan to build a deep sea port, 
the country was forced to lease the port to a 
Chinese firm for 99 years in 2017.    

On Tuesday, the Chinese embassy 
accused Pompeo of trying to “coerce and 
bully” Sri Lanka with his visit.

Anti-China comments have been a key 
theme of Pompeo’s Asian tour this week, 
which began in India and will now take 
him on to the Maldives and Indonesia.

China has in the past helped Sri Lanka fight 
off allegations of human rights violations, 
particularly in the final months of a decades-
long civil war, when the current president was 
the country’s top defence official. Washington 
has insisted on credible investigations into 
charges that Sri Lankan troops killed at least 
40,000 civilians as they crushed Tamil Tiger 
separatist rebels in in 2009.   

A method behind the madness!
After a chaotic term, ‘Trump Doctrine’ remakes US approach to world

AFP, Washington

With his insults of US allies, soft spot 
for autocratic rulers and contempt for 
international agreements, President 
Donald Trump has turned US foreign 
policy on its head over a chaotic four 
years.  

But behind the bombast, is there 
in fact a “Trump Doctrine,” a method 
behind the madness on which voters 
will decide on November 3?

Trump has embraced the term 
“America First,” reflecting his campaign 
promises four years ago of curbing 
immigration, confronting a rising 
China, winding down “endless wars” 
and renegotiating trade deals that the 
tycoon charged had hurt US workers.

Colin Dueck, a visiting scholar at 
the American Enterprise Institute and 
author of “Age of Iron: On Conservative 
Nationalism,” said that Trump’s 
worldview has on some core issues 
been strikingly consistent.

“I think there is a kind of Trump 
Doctrine, even though it obviously 
doesn’t fit the usual DC pattern at all,” 
Dueck said.

Dueck noted that Trump has 
constantly prioritized US commercial 
interests and has questioned the need 
for military deployments, most recently 
vowing to speed up the US withdrawal 
from Afghanistan.

In style, the real estate mogul 
-- who has boasted for decades of 
his negotiating skills -- has shown a 

willingness to engage widely, putting 
out not just barbed tweets but also 
eyebrow-raising praise.

“He’s open to negotiating with 
almost anybody other than ISIS,” Dueck 
said of Trump. “The up-and-down 
ladder of escalation is characteristic.”

Even if Trump is not known to be 
a student of history, Dueck said that 

Trump was reviving a pre-Cold War US 
approach to the world.

Leaders of Trump’s Republican 
Party a century ago similarly ran on 
the “America First” slogan -- slamming 
the brakes on immigration, rejecting 
the fledgling League of Nations and 
vigorously promoting economic goals.

The US as an independent actor, not 
thinking of multilateral commitments 
of having primary importance, and just 
looking at the world from the point 
of view of does this serve American 
interests narrowly defined -- it was a 
dominant strain of American foreign 
policy for generations prior to World 
War II.

On the flip side, Trump has for the 
first time raised questions about US 
commitments to the Nato alliance and 
aggravated the impact of the Covid 
crisis, Thomas Wright, a senior fellow 
at the Brookings Institution, said.

“I think there’s uncertainty about 
America’s role in the world that wasn’t 
there before,” Wright said.

Even if Trump loses, his impact will 
likely be long-lasting for the United 
States and the world.

SOURCE: REALCLEARPOLITICS
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‘He speaks directly to the people’
AGENCIES

Melania Trump raged against the ‘sham’ impeachment 
of her husband, the media and “divisive” Democrats 
in rare political attack.  

In her speech Trump, an anti-bullying campaigner, 
also defended her husband’s daily social media 
attacks.

“For the first time in history the citizens of this 
country get to hear directly from their president, every 
single day through social media,” said Ms Trump.

“I do not always agree with the way he says things but it is important 
to him that he speaks directly to the people he serves.”

The first lady went after the Democrats for “caring more about 
removing our elected president” than concentrting on coronavirus when 
it broke out in the US earlier this year.

Trump’s fiery accusations on Tuesday came during her first campaign 
event in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, less than a week before election day.

“The Democrats have chosen to put their own agendas ahead of the 
American people, they intend to create a divide, a divide, that causes 
confusion and fear instead of security, that is not leadership,” she said.

‘Tweeting … doesn’t fix things’
INDEPENDENT.CO.UK

Speaking at a Biden-Harris 
campaign rally in Florida, Barack 
Obama ridiculed Donald Trump 
for being jealous of the media 
coverage that the coronavirus 
pandemic receives.  

“What’s his closing argument? 
That people are too focused on 
Covid. He said this at one of his rallies. 
‘Covid. Covid Covid,’ he’s complaining. 
He’s jealous of Covid’s media coverage,” 
the former president said. 

He took the administration and Trump 
personally to task over the response to the 
pandemic that has now cost the lives of 
226,000 Americans.

“You can’t think of anything you might 
be doing differently?” Earlier, regarding the 
coronavirus response, Obama had mocked 

Trump with the line: “Tweeting 
at the TV doesn’t fix things.”

He urged voters to vote early.
“We can’t be complacent. We 

were complacent last time… Look 
what happened … Not this time, 
not in this election,” he said.

Obama’s speech was covered 
live by all of the major news 
networks.

A reference to Trump’s “secret Chinese 
bank account” and the fact he had paid 
more in taxes in China than the $750 
he reportedly paid in the US, elicited a 
response from the president himself.

“Now Fox News is playing Obama’s no 
crowd, fake speech for Biden, a man he 
could barely endorse because he couldn’t 
believe he won. Also, I PREPAID many 
Millions of Dollars in Taxes,” Trump 
tweeted.  

Biden leads Trump nationally 
by 10 percentage points, 
according to the poll. Five 

percent said they were consid-
ering a third-party candidate 

and only 2% said they did 
not know yet how they would 

vote. Nearly one-third of 
American adults said they 

had already voted. Below is a 
chart of six battleground state 

which will decide the race 

MICHIGAN 
(16 Electoral votes)

* 32% said they already had 
voted.

NORTH CAROLINA 
(15 Electoral votes)

* 35% said they already had 
voted.

WISCONSIN 
(10 Electoral votes)

* 33% said they already had 
voted.

PENNSYLVANIA 
(20 Electoral votes)

* 21% said they already had 
voted.

FLORIDA 
(29 Electoral votes)

 

* 21% said they already had 
voted.

ARIZONA 
(11 Electoral votes)

* 27% said they already had 
voted.

6 SWING STATES
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Virus ravages Europe, US
Germany, France among countries to enact new tougher restrictions
AFP, Paris

People in France and Germany were 
bracing yesterday for tough new curbs 
on their daily lives as Europe struggled 
to contain an alarming surge in 
coronavirus cases with winter looming.

The deepening gloom across 
the continent contrasted with the 
jubilation in Australia’s second city of 
Melbourne where champagne corks 
popped to celebrate the end of a 
months-long lockdown.

The pandemic has unleashed 
devastation across the global economy 
since emerging in China at the end 
of last year. And in the absence of a 
vaccine or effective treatment, countries 
are being forced to impose widely 
unpopular Covid-19 restrictions that 
have sparked violent clashes in Italy.

In Europe, the main stock markets 
tumbled as investors fretted over 
the tighter measures expected to 
be imposed in the EU’s leading 
economies.

Daily cases of Covid-19 in France 
have topped 50,000, while Germany 
is regularly reporting 10,000 new 
infections.

French President Emmanuel 
Macron is to address the nation 
yesterday evening to present new 
measures, with doctors warning that 
many hospitals are just days away from 

being overrun with patients. Reports 
say Macron might extend the hours of 
an overnight curfew already imposed 
on 46 million people, possibly with 
a full lockdown on weekends, or 
else order targeted lockdowns for the 
hardest-hit regions.

German Chancellor Angela Merkel 
is also expected to push for tighter 
restrictions in crisis talks with regional 
leaders. The proposed measures 
include closing restaurants and bars 
and putting strict limits on private 

and public gatherings while keeping 
schools, daycares and shops open, 
according to the Bild daily.

And in Russia, an order making 
masks mandatory at public gatherings, 
on public transport and in elevators is 
set to come into force Wednesday.

The new restrictions are likely to test 
the resolve and patience of many. Anger 
has already boiled over in Italy, where 
thousands have protested in recent days 
against anti-coronavirus curbs.

But there was exhilaration and 
relief Down Under yesterday as 
Melbourne’s five million people were 
able to return to shops and restaurants 
after months at home.

Across the world, the coronavirus 
has infected close to 44 million people, 
with well over 1.1 million deaths, 

In the United States, President 
Donald Trump and his challenger 
Joe Biden are trading barbs over 
the handling of the pandemic as 
campaigning enters the final week 
ahead of the November 3 vote.

The US is reporting tens of 
thousands of new cases every day, with 
the overall caseload fast approaching 
nine million and a death toll over 
225,000.

After the US, India is the most 
infected nation on the planet, with 
nearly eight million cases and tens of 
thousands of new infections daily.  

US reports half a million cases in a 
week   

Cases in India nears 8m

Australia cheers end of Melbourne 
lockdown


