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Poacher 
jailed, 32 
dead birds 
seized
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Moulvibazar

Members of Forest and 
Nature Conservation 
Department in a drive 
detained four people, 
including three minor 
boys, and seized at least 32 
dead birds from them in 
Habiganj’s Chunarughat 
upazila on Monday 
evening.

A mobile court later 
sentenced the adult 
bird hunter, out of the 
four, to one month 
imprisonment under 
Wildlife Conservation 
Act, Chunarughat Upazila 
Nirbahi Officer (UNO) 
Satyajit Ray Das said.

The convict, Siddique 
Ali, 31, is a resident of 
Chandpur area in the 
upazila.

However, the three 
minor poachers were 
released upon giving an 
undertaking that they 
would never involve in 
such illegal activities in 
future, he added.

UNO Satyajit said 
officials of Chunarughat 
Forest and Nature 
Conservation Department 
detained the four when 
Siddique Ali and the three 
minor boys were taking the 
dead birds in Chandpur 
Tea Garden for sale.

People from different 

walks of life form a human 

chain in Patuakhali’s 

Rangabali upazila 

headquarters on Monday, 

demanding ferry service 

on Agunmukha river 

to save the lives of the 

inhabitants, living on both 

sides of the river. 
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200 families in Sharsha 
barely survive on 
selling snails
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Benapole

At least 200 poverty-stricken families, many 
of whom were fishers by profession, in 
Sharsha upazila of Jashore have resorted to 
catching snails for survival in the past few 
months.

Many of the residents, of eleven unions 
in the upazila, lost their livelihoods due 
to the outbreak of Covid-19 pandemic 
and some of them lost their access to 
fishing in local water bodies such as 
Banmandar Beel.

Shankar Mandal, inhabitant of 
fishing village Tebaria in Dihi union, 
said they used to live on catching fish in 
Banmandar Beel, an open water body in 
the area. 

After their entry to the wetland was 
restricted by a private fish farm, many of the 
villagers were forced to leave their ancestral 
profession and start scavenging open water 
bodies -- local rivers, canals, ponds and 
wetlands -- for snails.

They scour the area all day for snails and 
make a stockpile of those in the village in 
the afternoon. 

Now he and his family members are 
struggling to survive on earnings from 
selling snails for only Tk 5 each kilogram. 
“On an average day, I get about 60 to 70 
kilograms of snails,” Shankar added.

The poor families are worried as to how 
long they would survive on the meagre 

income from gathering snail, which is 
available in the nature for only several 
months -- Ashar through Kartik of the 
Bangla calendar year.  

Another cause for concern is that a 
large number of the snail gatherers are 
contracting skin diseases as toxicity is 
unusually high in the local water bodies 
this year, they said.  

Pakshiya village resident Rajab Ali said 
he and his family members head out in 
the morning and continue to gather snails 
from the locality till around 3:00pm. 

The family has to live on an income of 
around Tk 250 to Tk 300, from 50 to 60 kg 
of snails that they are able to gather in an 
entire day, he also said.  

Sarani, who comes from family of 
fishers in fishing village Gorpara, said 
the water in the local water bodies this 
year is causing severe skin diseases. But, 
poor people like her, who have no skill 
for other jobs, have no other choice but 
to go in the water and gather snails every 
day.  

Snail trader Akram Hossain, from Wapda 
Khalpara area, said snail is an ingredient 
of fish feed consumed at different shrimp 
enclosures and fish farms.

He also said that he buys about 65 to 70 
maunds of snail from the gatherers every 
day and sells those to a buyer at Kapalia 
Bridge Bazar in Dumuria of Khulna.Snails being packaged for transport at a market in Sharsha upazila of Jashore.  PHOTO: COLLECTED

Neelima Point: An oasis 
by the Bay
SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

The flood protection embankment 
of the Bishkhali river, which flows 
through the southern part of 
Patharghata town in Barguna, is 
gaining popularity among tourists. 

Located near the river’s mouth 
at Bay of Bengal, the spot on the 
embankment has been named 
Neelima Point, which has been 
formally inaugurated by Barguna 
district administration recently.

The place was given the name 
‘Neelima’ because when the 
Bishkhali river meets the turquoise 
waters of the Bay -- with the blue sky 
embracing them above -- the nature 
there wears a blue attire.  

The place sees a good crowd in the 
afternoon when clean air, tranquil 
waters of the Bay and natural 
greenery on both sides of the river’s 
banks become too irresistible for 
visitors.

Neelima Point came into being 
after the Patharghata town protection 
levee, built to save the town from 
strong current of the Bishkhali, was 
renovated and fortified with concrete 
blocks recently. 

People of all ages and professions 
oftentimes stay at Neelima Point till 
the evening when they can reenergise 
by observing the breathtaking view 
of the rising moon in the east. 

Nripendra Nath Sadhak, a retired 
teacher of Bangla at Patharghata 

College, said he enjoys visiting this 
southern part of the town where 
there are many trees in the pastures 
along high slopes of the Bishkhali 
river.

Tourism has immense potential 
there, as the serenity of the Bay and 
blue sky above helps one find inner 
peace, he added.

Patharghata Upazila Nirbahi 
Officer Humayun Kabir said the 
upazila has good potential for 
tourism and Neelima Point is a good 
place for people to spend time near 
Patharghata town. 

He also said the site needs further 

development in order to provide 
necessary amenities for tourists.

Mostafa Golam Kabir, chairman 
of the upazila, said efforts are being 
made to make Neelima Point an 
attractive destination for residents of 
the town.

Contacted, Barguna Deputy 
Commissioner Mustain Billah said 
emphasis would be placed on the 
tourism potential of the picturesque 
Neelima Point.

Aside from adding more facilities 
and services for visitors, security 
would be heightened around the area 
for their protection as well, he added.  

Visitors enjoy the serene beauty of Neelima Point, on the bank of Bishkhali 

river near Patharghata town of Barguna.    PHOTO: STAR


