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VIOLENCE ON WOMEN

DMP launches 
hotline, quick 
response team  
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka Metropolitan Police 
(DMP) yesterday launched 
a quick response team 
for women and children 
undergoing abuse.

“Any women and 
children living in a 
situation of abuse can 
call the hotline, and the 
team will go over to the 
victim’s location,” said 
Hamida Parveen, deputy 
commissioner of the 
Women Support and 
Investigation Division. 

The rescued person will 
be kept in custody of the 
Victim Support Centre. “A 
lot of domestic workers 
live in conditions of abuse 
in the city. We will rescue 
them and help them go 
back home,” said Perveen. 

DMP Commissioner Md 
Shafiqul Islam launched 
this new team. 

The hotline number 
where the team 
can be reached is 
+8801320042055. 

FINAL SEMESTER STUDENTS OF PVT UNIVS

UGC to allow in-person 
practical classes, exams

at a ‘limited scale’
MOHIUDDIN ALAMGIR

The University Grants Commission is going to allow private university students, who are 
at their final semester, to attend practical classes and exams in person.

These classes will be held following strict heath guidelines and maintaining six feet 
distance between two students.

A maximum of 10 students from each class will be allowed to attend the lab classes and 
exams, and only one class will take place per day, a UGC member told The Daily Star after 
a meeting yesterday afternoon.

The virtual meeting was attended by chairman, members and top officials of UGC.
“We have decided that students who are at their final semester before graduation or 

post-graduation will be allowed to attend practical classes and exams in person,” UGC 
Chairman Prof Kazi Shahidullah told this newspaper.

He said they took the decision as many private universities appealed to them to do so 
as only a handful of student need to take the practical classes and exams for graduation.

“We are not reopening the universities, we are just allowing them to attend classes and 
exams under special circumstances,” he added.

Prof Shahidullah said the universities will bear all responsibilities for the students. 
UGC member Prof Muhammed Alamgir said they are considering the matter as 

students who are in their final semester are not getting graduation certificates as their lab 
classes and exams are pending.

UGC in a directive in May said private universities that have completed 70 percent 
of academic activities for outgoing semester and have been conducting online classes 
successfully for theoretical courses will be able to evaluate their students through online 
viva exams and virtual presentations.

‘Some get excess water, 
others don’t get enough’
Speakers say at water rights webinar
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Rahmat Ali, a landless angler in Sirajganj’s 
Rayganj Upazila, faced 11 cases and spent 
39 days in jail about fight over illegal 
occupation of the upazila’s Sonadanga 
Beel.

“When our beel was being seized, we 
went to government offices and found 85 
bighas of the beel was government’s khas 
land. The grabbers had made fake papers to 
occupy the land illegally,” Rahmat Ali said 
at a webinar yesterday.

The webinar, titled “Water Policy and 
Public Rights” was jointly organised by 
The Daily Star and Nijera Kori. It was 
supported by ICCO Cooperation. Khushi 
Kabir, coordinator of Nijera Kori, chaired 
the programme. 

“When we tried to do something about 
the occupation, they started filing a lot of 
cases against us anglers,” Rahmat Ali added.

Eventually, their collective won. 140 
fishermen, against whom cases were filed, 

won their legal battles and won the right 
to catch fish from the beel. But they had to 
expend a lot of their resources, and had to 
knock on every other door of the court.

Similar experiences were shared by 
Ayesha Begum from Khulna’s Dumuria. 
“Ever since influential people got a lease 
of our river [name of river not mentioned], 
they made a dam here and started polluting 
the water.”

  “We grew up catching fish and picking 
water lilies and vegetables out of the river, 
but the same water smells too foul for any 
of that now. We protested over and over and 
demanded action from the government, 
but instead we were charged with lawsuits,” 
Ayesha Begum narrated. 

Organisers of the also showcased 
recorded interviews of people from Rangpur 
and Gaibandha who were victimised in the 
same way.

“We have a lot of laws to protect our water 
resources and ensure that every person has 

MLM SCAM

Three arrested over 
embezzling Tk 6cr
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Criminal Investigation Department (CID) of police 
arrested three men of a “multi-level marketing (MLM)” 
company from the capital’s Pallabi area, on charge of 
embezzling over Tk 6 crore from 1,427 people by tempting 
them with exorbitant profits.

“The fraudulent group had been running the MLM 
business by recruiting members, telling them that they will 
receive 250 percent dividend. They targeted government 
employees and the relatively wealthy,” Sheikh Md Rezaul 
Haider, an additional deputy inspector general of CID, 
told reporters at a press briefing at its headquarters 
yesterday.

CID received a complaint from some people that Sopan 
Products Ltd and Sopan Properties Ltd have been operating 
the MLM business for the last eight months.

Based on the allegations, a team of CID Dhaka Metro 
(North) conducted an operation at their office in Pallabi 
area on Monday and arrested three, including Gazi 
Mohiuddin (27), managing director of Sopan and the 
ringleader.

The other two are directors of Sopan – Anisur Rahman 
(37) and Harunur Rashid (37).

A computer, Tk 47,000 cash and Tk 59,26,594 in 
different bank accounts were seized from the arrestees.

RU to hold 
in-person tests 
for admission
OUR CORRESPONDENT, RU

Admission tests for 
Rajshahi University’s 
2020-2021 session will 
require students to appear 
in person, in spite of 
the ongoing Covid-19 
pandemic, university 
authorities have confirmed.

The decision was taken 
at an academic council 
meeting held at the 
university senate building 
yesterday morning, said a 
press release.

The academic council 
made it clear that first year 
honours admission seekers 
will have to participate in 
the test by appearing in 
person, not online. Most 
of the teachers present 
at the meeting opined in 
favor of hosting the exam 
on university campus, 

DNCC TRAFFIC INFRASTRUCTURES

Ecnec okays project
worth Tk 319.23cr
BSS, Dhaka

The government has approved a Tk 319.23 crore project 
to improve road safety, including traffic infrastructures 
development, as well as reducing traffic congestion in 
Dhaka North City Corporation (DNCC) areas.

The approval came from the 13th Executive Committee 
of the National Economic Council (Ecnec) meeting of the 
current fiscal year, held virtually with Ecnec Chairperson 
and Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in the chair.

The premier joined the meeting from her official Gono 
Bhaban residence through videoconferencing while other 
Ecnec members were connected from the NEC conference 
room in the city’s Sher-e-Bangla Nagar area.

Three projects at a cost of Tk 5,189.69 crore of two 
ministries were approved in the meeting, said Planning 
Division Senior Secretary Md Ashadul Islam while briefing 
reporters after the meeting.

Among these, two are revised projects and the rest one 
is fresh, he said.

Of the total cost, Ashadul said Tk 2,270.76 will come 
as project assistance while the rest from the government.

Talking about the project titled “Road Safety including 
Improvement of Traffic Infrastructures in Dhaka North 
City Corporation Areas,” Planning Commission Member 
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AFTERNOON DELIGHT ... Near the Malibagh rail gate in the capital, dozens of tea 

stalls have installed televisions and play movies from every afternoon well into 

the evening. Daily earners gather at the shops after a hard day of work, to unwind 

with some tea, snacks and entertainment. The photo was taken earlier this week. 
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