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Special Supplement

orld Polio Day 2020

24th October, 2020

Dear Fellow Rotarians, Friends, and Esteemed Guests

On the eve of the World Polio Day, let me tell you about the story
of over three decades. The story that Rotarians have been telling
everyone that a polio free world is possible. Polio is a global
disease and was affecting over a hundred country in the middle
of 1980s and was the reason that over 300,000 children were
affected every year. However, as Rotarians we do not give up and
have been able to reduce the cases to just about a hundred
children in with only two countries in the world. In Rotary, we do
not give up.

The Rotary Foundation is how our dreams of a better world come true. Over a century ago,
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Rotary established an endowment "for the purpose of doing good in the world” Over
thirty years ago, we spearheaded the movement to end polio, surprising the doubters by
doubling our fundraising target, and ever since we've made amazing pregress. Working
with our dedicated partners, we have raised more than $2 billion for the cause, We are
advocates, fundraisers, unofficial diplomats, conveners, and leaders on the frontlines.On
the eve of the World Polio Day, | urge upon all the Rotarians around the world to continue
their good work to get us over the line to present everyone with a polio free world.

Today, we are a major force for lasting change, and we are needed now more than ever. We

have had to adapt to harsh new realities of a global pandemic and economic turmoil, But
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The Rotary Foundation has endured challenges like this before, and with your leadership,
we adapted quickly to meet these challenges, helping Rotarians provide assistance to
those in need and protect their communities.

This is what Rotary is all about - we are people of action, dedicated to working together
to create lasting change at home and abroad. The Rotary Foundation belongs to the

world, but without your support, none of the work we do around the world is possible, It's
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up to each of us to make sure our Foundation stands ready for the challenges of
tomarrow.

For the coming days and months, we need the following steps for the Rotarians in
Bangladesh and in elsewhere. These are as follows:

i) We will engage your club and the community to raise awareness about polio;

il) We will start a social media conversation to get everyone connected;

iii) We'll hold an event like the World Polio Day on 24th October and throughout the year;
iv) We'll advocate to the GoB to continue supporting our efforts to end polio;

v) We'll make a contribution and will invest in one of the largest global initiative.

Be a character in our story. Be a solution to our challenge. Polio eradication is possible.

%

Message from K. R. Ravindran, TRF Trustee Chair

Throughout our 115-year history, we have adapted in the face
ofpandemics, war, economic crises and other hardships. And so
too, must we continue to persevere today because the world
and Bangladesh needs Rotary now more than ever.

The key is to present our humane vision for creating lasting change. Rotarians
of Bangladesh are already doing so. Investing in Rotary is nothing less than an
investment in our future health and prosperity. We are close to eradicating
Polio. In fact Bangladesh did it many years ago. Once polio is eradicated in the
world, the assets we have built up over three decades will make health systems
stronger. In fact, those assets are already playing a crucial role in the fight
against COVID-19. Once we overcome coronavirus, Rotary's support of
frontline workers, of those struggling for work, of businesses trying to rebuild -
all this will help economic and societal recoveries, and foster resilience.
Ultimately, the values which have taken us this far against polio - the values of
protecting our fellow human beings, of equal opportunities for vaccination
against disease and primary healthcare, of building an infrastructure against
public health threats which cross borders - these are the values which will also
define this generation’s success in the struggle against the Coronavirus. In order
to perpetuate our shared values and provide maore financial resources to the next
generation of Rotarians to do good, consider creating your own Rotary legacy
with a contribution to our Endowment. Help Rotary build a better world,

Sincerely,

K.R. Ravindran, Chair, The Rotary Foundation 2020-2021

Message from Chairman, International PolioPlus Comittee
Dear PDG Ishtiaque

On the eve of the World Polio Day, | congratulate and welcome
you to the PolioPlus team as the National Chairman of
Bangladesh's PolioPlus Committee. | hope you have a
successful year in leading all the stakeholders in Bangladesh to
Y promote a polio-free world.

Polio has been the cornerstone of Rotary’s humanitarian face for years, The
sustained efforts of past leaders have allowed us to reach to a point where we are
very close to getting rid of polio from the face of this earth. Now that it is so near, we
must not relent and keep up our efforts to ensure that we get this over the line. |
urge you and your team to continue to work hard and liaise with all the stakeholders
in your country in achieving this cherished goal for all of us.

| wish you well in your work as the National Chair.

Mike McGovern
The Rotary Foundation and Rotary International

Messege from DGE Barrister Mutasim Billah Faruqui, RID-3281
The polio story is an extraordinary tale of dedication and effort.
This s the largest joint endeavor in peacetime, and one of the most
successful public health campaigns in histary. Through its PolioPlus
program, established in 1985, Rotary was the first to have the
vision of a polio-free world. As a Rotarian, it has given us a lot to be
proud of. Rotary's primary responsibilities include fundraising,
advocacy, and volunteer recruitment.

In Bangladesh, Rotarians gave millions of volunteer hours in immunizing the
children on all NID's, The country received about taka 1250 million in the form of
polio vaccines and other logistics support from The Rotary Foundation of R

Despite being a polic-free country since 2006,the Great Newscameon 27 March
2014, The Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI) congratulated Bangladesh along
with the 11 countries in the South-East Asia Region of the World Health
Organization (WHO) on being certified polio-free, a historic milestone in the
worldwide effort to end polio and realize the broad benefits eradication will bring.
Let me remind a call from our PRIPJohn Germ:“As fear of polio wanes, so does
awareness of the disease. It's our responsibility to keep that awareness high and
keep polio eradication at the top of public and government agendas. We must finish
the job and End Polio Now, through Rotary Serving Humanity.”

Let's together make a smiling world by opening opportunities with our works and
words through Rotary.

Messege from DGN Engr. M. A.Wahab, RID-3281
| am happy to know that Rotary Bangladesh National PolioPlus
Committee, led by committee Chairman IshtiagueZaman, PhD
has taken several initiatives to observe World Polio Day. World
Polio Day is a time for Rotarians all over the world to celebrate
what we have accomplished and to raise awareness about our
B continuing efforts to eradicate polio for good. In 1985, Rotary

’ launched PolioPlus program to globally eradicate polio through
the mass vaccination of children. Rotarians volunteered to immunize more than 2.5
billion children in 122 countries since its inception. While significant strides have
been made against the paralyzing disease, wild poliovirus is still a threat in parts of
the world. Rotary has committed to raising $50 million a year, yielding 5450 million
for polio eradication activities over a three-year period. From Bangladesh we are
committed to contributing to this goal.| wish the World Polio Day a grand success.

So let's keep our promise.

Message from RI President Holger Knaack

Dear 2020 International Assembly Training Leader Ishtiaque:

This year is challenging for us all. The Covid-19 pandemic has
changed the way Rotary and Rotaractors meet, connect,
fundraise, and perform acts of service. As a leader, you should see
these challenges as a great opportunity. In your club, you have a
rare opportunity to make a difference immediately by rising to
these challenges and helping to adapt the Rotary experience to changing times. You
will need all of your years of experience as a Rotarian and a leader to make this
happen. You will need to use new tools to work together which will help build a
stronger and more active club. By doing so, you will also help strengthen your
community. Opportunity is Rotary's future and we must work to export it to
everyone who shares our values.

In Rotary, we are not afraid of challenges when we meet it in the case against paolio.
On the eve of the World Polio Day, | hope all the Rotarians in Bangladesh as in
elsewhere will continue with their efforts to ensure that we reach our destination of
a polio free world,

The world needs Rotary now more than ever and | am relying on you. Together, we
will bring hope to the less fortunate. And Rotary opens opportunities for ourselves
and the people we serve. Thank you what you are doing for Rotary and your
communities.

Sincerely,

LGacusts

Holger Knaack
2020-21 Rotary International President

Message from Press Conference Chairman Rtn. M. A. Kashem
Ower the last three decades, the Global Polio Eradication Initiative
or GPEl - a unique public-private partnership comprised of
[ national governments, Rotary International, WHO, UNICEF, the U.S.
’ Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the Bill & Melinda
. Gates Foundation and Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance - has made
incredible progress toward eradication. In 1988, there were
350,000 annual cases of wild polio from 125 countries.
In 2020, wild polio continues to circulate in just two countries: Pakistan and
Afghanistan, and the World Health Organization’s African region has been certified
wild polio-free. This achievement comes four years after Nigeria - the last
polio-endemic country in Africa - recorded its final detection of the wild poliovirus
following decades of effort from Rotary members, GPEI partners, local and national
leaders, and health workers throughout the African region.
In the midst of a global pandemic, we recognize that attention to polio eradication
may be diverted, but this makes it all the more vital for Rotarians to remain strongly
committed to fighting polio and not let our progress be eroded.
On the eve of the World Polio Day, | congratulate the Chairman and the members of
the Rotary Bangladesh National PolioPlus Committee a very successful endeavor.

Message from DG Dr. Belal Uddin Ahmed, RID-3282
World Polio Day is celebrated on 24 October annually to raise
awareness about the polio disease and efforts for eradication.
Rotary International established the World Palio Day over a
decade ago to commemorate the birth of Jonas Salk, who led
the first team to develop a vaccine against poliomyelitis. The use
of inactivated vaccine of poliovirus and subsequent widespread
use of the oral poliovirus which was developed by Albert Sabin
led to the establishment of the Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPE!) in 1988.
According to WHO, by 2013, GPEIl had reduced polio worldwide by 99%. Polio is a
fatal infectious disease, There Is no cure, but due to safe and effective vaccines, it can
be prevented. That is through immunization it can be prevented. For eradication of
polio, the strategy was to provide immunization to almost every child until
transmission stops and to make the world polio-free.

Rotary is an international community that brings together leaders who step up to
take on the world's toughest challenges, locally and globally. The eradication of polio
is one of our longest standing and most significant efforts. Along with our partners,
we have helped immunize more than 2.5 billion children against polio in 122
countries. We have reduced polio cases by 99.9 percent worldwide and we won't
stop until we end the disease for good.

Thanks to the Chairman of the National Polio Committee PDG Ishtiague Zaman to
arrange for the publication of today’s special supplement.

Messege from DGE Abu Faiz Khan Chowdhury, RID-3282
World Polio Day was established by Rotary International on 24th
October to celebrate the birth of Jonas Salk, who developed a
vaccine against poliomyelitis. World Polio Day is a time for
Rotarians and Rotaractors across the globe to raise awareness
about our work to eradicate polio for good.

World Palio Day was established by Rotary International on 24th
October to celebrate the birth of Jonas Salk. who developed a vaccine against
poliomyelitis. World Polio Day is a time for Rotarians and Rotaractors across the
globe to raise awareness about our work to eradicate polio for good. If we stay
committed to making progress, polio will be the second human disease ever to be
eradicated. A polio-free world is possible, but we can achieve it only by taking
action together. With the challenges to vaccination programs posed by the
COVID-19 pandemic, it's even more crucial that Rotary continues to build
awareness. | must congratulate Rl for taking initiative to “END POLIO" and all the
Ratarians for their contribution, Rotary Opens Opportunities.
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Shekhar Mehta
President, 2021-22
| Rotary International

- M +51-9831012901
ridshekharé@gmail.com

Dear PDG Ishtiaque,

Rotarians around the world are engaged in varied and effective activities to address
poverty, health, education, importantly aimed at promoting sustainable
development initiatives at the grassroots level, Rotary’s global polio eradication
campaign is an excellent example of government, international organization and
civil society partnership for the benefit of children around the world. | wish you as
the Chairman and your country's National PolioPius team in your continued work to
end polio.

On the occasion of World Polio Day, | urge all the Rotarians around the world,
including those in Bangladesh, to continue to work hard to present everyone a polio
free world.

| wish everyone a great Rotary journey.

Craksdedd il
Shekhar Mehta
President Rotary International 2021-22

Message from the Past Chairman of TRF
Dear PDG Ishtiague
' | am very pleased ta send you my greetings for the Rotary year
2020-21 as you take up the responsibility of undertaking a
number of Rotary tasks for the year and beyond. Polio is Rotary's
signature project. It has been our most important humanitarian
work for over three decades. We are now at the cusp of getting
rid of polio from the face of the earth.
In such a context, | am happy to note that you have been made the Chairman of
Bangladesh's Mational PolioPlus Committee by The Rotary Foundation from July
2020. | wish you well in your duties as the Chairman of National PolioPlus
programme in Bangladesh.
You have shown over the years your exemplary leadership in Rotary. | am sure you
will do well in your many roles as a Rotary leader from Bangladesh.
On the occasion of World Polio Day, | extend my good wishes to all the Rotarians in
Bangladesh.

Gary C.K.Huang, Past Rl President

Message from DG Md Rubayet Hossain, RID-3281

It is an immense pride and honor for Rotary and Rotarians in
Bangladesh to observe "World Polio Day®™ with great
enthusiasm. This is because, the eradication of polio is one of
our longest standing and most significant efforts. With the
intensive maneuvering as well as financing, Rotary has been
able to ensure the safety of millions of children around the
world.promote a polio-free world.

World Polio Day is this October 24 and Rotary is once again gearing up to help
eradicate polio. We need to tell the world and our local communities not only what
we do, but let them know how they can be involved. What | believe is, the lessons
learned from the successes around polio vaccination campaigns can help guide
other health interventions, including the current pandemic of COVID-19.

On this day, | do express my gratitude to the 'lighthouse’ of Bangladesh Rotary, late
PDG Iftekharul Alam for his dedicated services in our path of success in eradicating
polio from Bangladesh. Past National PolioPlus Committee Chair PDG Salim Reza
also had contributed a great deal in this regards.

Finally, | do congratulate the current chair of National PolioPlus Committee, PDG
Ishtiaque A Zaman and his team and hope, they will be able to carry forward all
activities related to polio in Bangladesh more efficiently than ever.

Let's continue working for the community and spread around that Rotary Opens
Opportunities. | wish every success of the observance of World Polio Day 2020.

Messege from DGN Ruhela Khan Chowdhury, RID-3282

1 would like to convey my heartfelt thanks to Past District Governor

Rtn, Ishtiaque Zaman PhD, Chairman, Rotary Bangladesh National

Polio Plus Committee to celebrate "World Polio Day®in Bangladesh.

3 Rotary launched Global Polio Eradication Initiative in 1988, There

were 350000 of polio in 125 countries every year. Today Polio cases

‘J have been reduced by 99.9%, and just two countries continue to
~ report cases of wild polio virus: Afghanistan and Pakistan,

Rotary’s people of action have used their passion, intelligence and energy ta improve
lives through service. We wish NO child should have to suffer fram a vaccine
preventable disease.

A Polio free world is possible, but we can achieve it by taking action together. We
remain committed to the END. | wish this program a huge success.
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