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Constitution
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CABINET MEETS 

The Bangladesh cabinet meets 
for nearly three hours under the 
chairmanship of Prime Minister 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman at the Gono Bhaban today. 
This is the first cabinet meeting after 
the draft constitution has been placed 
before the Constituent Assembly for 
adoption.
ATAUR RAHMAN CALLS ON PM 

Ataur Rahman Khan, chief of the 
Bangladesh National League, calls on 
Bangabandhu at the Gono Bhaban 
today. Discussions on various 
matters are held between the two 
for about an hour. Coming out 
from the meeting Atuaur Rahman, 
who returned to the country after 
prolonged treatment in London only 
the other day, tells newsmen that 
there is no possibility of his joining 
Awami League. He says he has his 
own political party and would prefer 
its leadership to joining any other 
party.
SOURCES: October 25, 1972 issues of 
Bangladesh Observer, Dainik Bangla 
and Dainik Ittefaq.

14 more die
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and the positivity rate was 
11.23 percent.

The overall positivity rate 
now stands at 17.73 percent.

Meanwhile, 1,533 
Covid-19 patients have 
recovered, raising the total 
number of recoveries to 
3,12,065. The recovery rate 
is now 78.72 percent.

Among the 14 reported 
dead yesterday, 13 were male 
and one was female. All of 
them died in hospitals, said 
the press release.

One was aged between 
41 and 50 years, one 
between 51 and 60 and the 
rest 12 were over 60.

Healthcare within reach, yet distant
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Dakshin Bongshikunda union -- were established by the 
Directorate General of Family Planning (DGFP) more than 
two years ago.

But they still stand empty -- without doctors or other 
staff.

Saidur Rahman, former chairman of Dakshin 
Bongshikunda union, said, “We waited a long time to have 
such a facility in the locality so that people don’t need to 
go to Netrokona or Mymensingh.

“This centre gave us hope, but now it’s sitting idle for 
years and people are suffering.”

But this is not just the picture of two centres in a remote 
upazila of Sunamganj.

Since 2013, 159 such centres all over the country are 
being set up under DGFP to provide maternal and child 
healthcare services across the country.

The construction of around 140 centres has been 
completed but these are not yet functional due to the lack 
of human resources, said maternal and child healthcare 
officials.

Each specialised centre is set to have two medical 
officers, four family welfare visitors, four nurses including 

two midwife nurses, one laboratory technician, one 
pharmacist, one office assistant, one MLSS (peon) and a 
guard.

Dr Mohammed Sharif, director (MCH-services) of 
DGFP, said, “We’ve already urged the PSC to recruit doctors 
for these centres and the administrative section of our 
directorate is about to start the recruiting process for all 
other staff.

“As many centres were constructed years before, 
we decided to keep them open for some healthcare 
and maintenance and 89 such centres have some staff 
appointed for the work.”

The director said they are hopeful about starting 
healthcare at the centres soon, once the recruitment is 
completed.

Md Shah Alam, additional secretary (admin wing) of 
Medical Education and Family Welfare Division of the 
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, said, “We urged 
PSC several years ago to recruit doctors for these centres 
but they are still not responding and we are waiting . Once 
the doctors are recruited, the DGFP will recruit other staff 
and these centres will be functional.”

Scientists claim to have discovered
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cadavers -- one male and one female. They all had a set. 

The discovery was “thrilling” but the authors were “a 
bit skeptical” at first, said the study’s lead author Matthijs 
H. Valstar, a surgeon in the department of head and neck 
oncology and surgery at The Netherlands Cancer Institute. 

Two warring
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in the east and dominated by military 
commander Khalifa Haftar.

“The two Libyan delegations... 
signed a complete, country-wide 
and permanent ceasefire agreement 
with immediate effect,” she told 
journalists afterwards.

Williams said the parties agreed 
that “all military units and armed 
groups on the front lines shall 
return to their camps”, while “all 
mercenaries and foreign fighters” 
must leave within three months.

Analysts have warned that further 
measures are needed to prevent 
spoilers undermining the deal in a 
country wracked by conflict for nearly 
a decade, since the overthrow and 
killing of dictator Muammar Gaddafi 
in a Nato-backed uprising in 2011.

Since then, it has been dominated 
by armed groups, riven by local 
conflicts and divided between the two 
bitterly-opposed adminstrations.

Tripoli is held by the 
internationally recognised 
Government of National Accord, 
while a parliament based in the 
eastern city of Tobruk is backed by 
Haftar’s forces.

But hopes for a solution rose after 
the two sides separately announced in 
August that they would cease hostilities.

Ahmed Abu Shahma, who headed 
the GNA delegation in Geneva, urged 
Libyans to come together and rebuild 
a united, stable country.

His opposite number Emrajaa 
Amhimmid Mohamad al-Amami 
said: “We have succeeded in achieving 
that which all Libyans which are 
looking forward to: the feeling of 
belonging to a nation and to spread 
peace and security.”

Europe’s daily cases double
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Around the continent, further 
restrictions are being planned by 
governments desperate to avoid a 
repeat of the blanket lockdowns 
that brought a measure of control 
in March and April at the cost 
of shutting down their whole 
economies.

Belgium, one of the worst-hit 
countries, whose foreign minister 
Sophie Wilmes went into intensive 
care this week, tightened restrictions 
on social contacts yesterday and 
banned fans from sports matches.

Poland, another of a string of 
countries to report record daily 
case increases, said it would close 
restaurants and bars for two weeks 
and limit public gatherings to five 
people.

In Spain, which passed the grim 
1 million case milestone earlier 
this week, two regions, Castilla and 
Leon and Valencia, urged the central 
government to impose night-time 
curfews quickly to stem the spread.

Official data show Spain already 
has the highest number of cases 
in Europe but the real picture may 
be even worse, according to Prime 
Minister Pedro Sanchez, who 
said a nationwide antibody study 
suggested the actual total may be 
over 3 million.

“If we don’t follow precautions, 
we are putting the lives of those 
we love most at risk,” Sanchez said 

in a televised address. “What we 
have to do is reduce mobility and 
social contact. There is no other 
solution.”

How long the resistance to 
lockdowns will last is uncertain. The 
governor of Campania, the southern 
Italian region around Naples which 
has imposed a curfew and shut 
schools, announced plans for a total 
lockdown, saying “half measures” 
were not working.

“It is necessary to close everything, 
except for those businesses that 
produce and transport essential 
goods,” Vincenzo De Luca said.

While health services have not so 
far been overwhelmed to the extent 
they were in the first wave, medical 
authorities have warned of a likely 
surge in demand for intensive care 
beds as colder weather forces more 
people indoors and infections 
spread.

The wave of public support 
seen at the start of the crisis has 
steadily eroded amid a welter of 
often confusing and contradictory 
public information on the latest 
restrictions and growing fears about 
the economic costs of the crisis.

Underlining the threat, a business 
survey showed service sector 
companies cutting back heavily as 
more and more consumers stayed 
home, raising the likelihood of a 
double dip recession this year in 
Europe’s single currency zone.

A member of the Israeli security forces takes a photograph with his telephone during clashes with Palestinian 

protesters after a weekly demonstration in the West Bank village of Kfar Qaddum, yesterday. PHOTO: AFP

Dolphins vanishing
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The Halda alone has lost 27 dolphins, 
belonging to Platanista Gengetica, 
in the last three years. Eighteen 
died between September 2017 and 
February 2018 whereas nine more 
died since February 2018 as of now, 
Prof Kibria said. 

The Halda researcher identified 
fishing nets, propellers of mechanised 
boats, decreasing water level of 
upstream due sluice gates and dams, 
and industrial pollution as some of 
the main reasons why the dolphins 
were dying. 

“We conducted first autopsy of a 
dolphin in 2018 where we saw the 
injuries caused by sharp propeller. 
Later, we requested authorities to ban 
plying of mechanised boats in the 
river which were complied with by 
the government in the same year. After 
that the death of dolphin reduced 
significantly”, he added. 

According to his research, Kibria 
said, he found 166 dolphins through 
direct sighting at the Halda. He was 
now conducting a survey using sonar 
and GPS system to get exact figure of 
the mammals. 

In the wake of such scenario, the 
world is observing International 
Freshwater Dolphin Day today. 

The Forest Department of 
Bangladesh has undertaken a ten-year-

long conservation plan from 2020 
to 2030 to protect species that are 
declared endangered by International 
Union for Nature Conservation 
(IUCN) in 2015. 

Mohammad Abdul Aziz, national 
consultant of Dolphin Conservation 
Action Plan, also a professor of 
zoology department at Jahangirnagar 
University, said that dolphins faced 
several threats to its existence. 

Losing number river gorges due 
to grabbing and sedimentation, 
low water level in winter, increasing 
traffic of vessels in the waterbodies 
have led the species to get enlisted as 
endangered species, he said. 

Still the dolphin has optimum 
population to be conserved in the 
Padma, the Jamuna, the Meghna, the 
Brahmaputra and the Karnaphuli, the 
Halda, the Poshur and the Doleswhori 
rivers, he hoped. 

Mihir Kumar Dey, conservator 
(wildlife and nature conservation) of 
Bangladesh Forest Department, said 
the Dolphin Conservation Action 
Plan would provide a roadmap on 
how to conserve the endangered 
species which is an important part of 
river ecosystem. 

“We will work with concerned 
authorities, stakeholders, communities 
to make sure that the plan is being 
properly followed”, he added.

Child raped by 55-yr-old in Noakhali
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searching for the suspect as of last evening. 
Family members and police said the culprit lured the 

girl promising to give her cookies and later raped her at 
his house. 

Meanwhile, a schoolgirl was raped allegedly by Asadul 
Haque Chowdhury Shakil, president of Narsingdi’s 
Raipura upazila unit Chhatra League, on Thursday, reports 
our Brahmanbaria correspondent. 

The schoolgirl was rescued by police upon receiving call 
on 999 and kept in police custody. 

Her father filed a case against Shakil and one of his 
associates with Raipura Police Station over the incident 
yesterday. 

According to the girl’s family members and police, 
Shakil called the 10th grader to a local auditorium around 
10:00pm Thursday. Later, he raped her around 11:00pm. 

At that time, hearing her scream, locals rushed to the 
spot while Shakil managed to flee the scene. 

Mohsin Quadir, officer-in-charge of Raipura Police 
Station, said a case was filed against two persons including 
BCL leader Shakil. 

He said they were investigating the incident and that 

efforts were on to arrest the accused. 
In Gazipur, a 45-year-old man raped a woman in 

Kaliganj while she was preparing to offer Maghrib prayers 
on September 24, reports our Gazipur correspondent. 

The suspect Faruk forcibly entered her house and raped 
her by threatening to kill her only son. Faruk raped the 
woman several times in the past. 

The woman mentioned these descriptions in the case 
statement filed with Kaliganj Police Station yesterday. 

AKM Mizanul Haque, officer-in-charge of the police 
station, said they received rape allegation and were 
investigating the incident. 

In her complainant, the victim stated that she earlier 
gave Tk 7 lakh to Faruk, her neighbour, to buy a piece 
of land since her husband lives abroad. Faruk has been 
stalking her ever since. 

In Feni, police yesterday produced a 16-year-old boy 
before a Senior Judicial Magistrate court after arresting him 
on suspicion of raping a 15-year-old girl, reports our Feni 
correspondent. 

Later, the court ordered to send the accused to a juvenile 
correction facility in Gazipur and sent him to jail for the 
day. 


