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People form queues and wait patiently for food in front of Akboria Grand Hotel
in Bogura town recently.
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Feeding the needy for
over 100 years!

Our CORRESPONDENT, Bogura

Vagrants, homeless, slum dwellers,
drug  addicts, street  urchins,
differently abled or just a poor
hungry soul in Bogura town -- all
know that they will not have to go to
sleep at night on an empty stomach.

They know all too well that there is
a place in town, on Kobi Kazi Nazrul
Islam Road, where they will get a full
meal every day, absolutely free, after
the clock strikes 12 at night.

Akboria Grand Hotel, named after
restaurateur Alhaj Akbor Ali, is most
likely the country’s only restaurant
that has been serving free meal to the
destitute for over a hundred years.

Served within a half hour past
midnight, the menu includes rice,
meat and vegetables.

This correspondent during a visit
to the restaurant counted at least 156
people who had patiently lined up
since evening for a wholesome meal.

Shafiqul Islam, aged 13, was
among them. He said, “My father is a
rickshaw puller and my mother works
as a house help. I get my dinner here
every night.”

He also said he brings the food
home and shares it with his parents
every night. This way, his family can

save expenses on at least one meal in
a day.

Rasel Mia, 9, and Shahinur Islam,
10, were also in the line.

Rasel, an orphan, said he lives on
the street near the railway station and
he has been getting meal at night
from Akboria since he was six.

Shahinur said after his father
deserted his mother with three
children, she had been working as a
domestic help to make ends meet.
But things turned for the worse when
she could not find regular work due
to the coronavirus pandemic. Now
Shahinur is a regular at Akboria.

Akboria Grand Hotel’s manager,
Shamim Talukdar, said they spend
about Tk 2,000 to Tk 3,000 on
ingredients for serving freshly cooked
food to around 150 to 200 people
every night, except on the night of the
two Eids. But “due to the pandemic
and floods, the number of people
lining up for free meal from us is on
the rise.”

Every day, about 10 of their staff
members take part in preparing the
free meal, that is cooked separately,
and they serve no leftover or food
waste to the destitute, he assured.

Asked about the history behind
the benevolent deed, Hasan Ali
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Alal, chairman of Akbori Group,
said, “My father Alhaj Akbor Ali and
his brothers came to Bangladesh
in the year 1900 from India’s
Murshidabad... My father worked
at various odd jobs in the northern
districts and in 1911, he established
a small restaurant in Bogura named
Mohammadia.”

After seeing many lower caste
Hindus and poor Muslims going
hungry due to discriminatory caste
and religious restrictions enforced at
most food stores and restaurants in
the region, his father started to feed
the hungry at night with leftovers
from his restaurant.

When ‘Manga’ (a form of famine)
in the north resulted in longer queues
on the street, Akbor started to serve
freshly cooked meal for the needy.

Before he passed away in 1975, he
made his six sons, who all established
Akbori Group later, promise that
they would carry on the good deed
he started.

Alal also said the Group now owns
and operates ten different business
ventures where he hopes to employ
the destitute and drug addicts after
establishing a charity organisation
for providing them with life skills
training.
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Country's largest seed
farm faces erosion threat

Our CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

The country’s largest seed
production farm in Dashmina
upazila is facing threat of erosion
by the Tetulia river. About 258
acres of land of the seed farm have
already been washed away by the

of producing seeds of adverse
tolerant species in the vast coastal
districts, which was once known
as a grain store.

The tenure of the project ended
on June 30, 2017 and since then,
the seed production farm has been
operating under the supervision

river in the .last three years. of Bangladesh Agriculture
If effective measures are not Development Corporation

taken immediately to prevent the (BADC).

erosion, the entire farm may go Later, office buildings,

into the river any time, said local \yarehouses, covered —threshing

farmers.

The farm was setup on 1,044.33
acres of land in Char Bashambaria
area to supply different varieties of
seeds to the farmers to make the
southern region self-sufficient in
food.

On March 19 in 2013,
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
inaugurated the Tk 250 crore,
four-year project of agriculture
ministry.

The farm authorities said under
the project, farming was started
in the farm with two tractors
from the beginning with the aim

floors and sunning floors have
been built and many tools have
been purchased, but they are all
under erosion threat.

During a recent visit to the
seed production farm, this
correspondent found that the river
was devouring the west and north
of the farm. Apart from this, the
brick road in the farm has already
been washed away by the river.
Other important farm structures
are under threat of erosion.

The seed production farm of
Dashmina Upazila Land Office
has lost 258.15 acres of land to

the river.

The authorities said despite
various adversities, the production
of this farm is increasing every
year.

According to the farm, 180.96
tonnes of Aman seeds and 229.36
tonnes of Boro and Robi crop
seeds have been produced in the
fiscal year 2014-2015 while 255.70
tonnes of Aman and 311.40 tonnes
of Boro seeds were produced in
the last fiscal year 2019-2020.

Earlier, wheat, potato,
sunflower, lentil, mug, felon,
soybean and sesame seeds were
produced but due to high tide
in the season, the production
of these seeds is being severely
hampered.

Sheikh Igbal Ahmed, deputy
director (DD) of Dashmina Seed
Production Farm, said flood
control embankment should be
built to prevent the erosion.

They have already sent letters
to the authorities concerned to
take necessary steps to check the
erosion here, said the DD.

The country’s largest seed production farm in Patuakhali’s Dashmina

upazila is under erosion threat.
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e-Tender Notice No. 15/2020-2021
e-Tender is invited in the National e-GP System Portal (hitp://www.eprocure.qov.bd) for the procurement of
following works. Details are given below:
Sl Package No. Tender Description of works Tender Tender
No. ID No. security last closing &
submission opening
(date/time) (date/ time)
01 | LGED/FENNRRP/ 495964 | Rehabilitaon  of  Sonapur | 08-Nov-2020 | 08-Nov-2020
0OL/19-20/W-662 Middabari Road from Ch. 00m- 1.00pm 3.00pm
1025m [Road ID 430295131]
under Feni-S, Feni
02 | LGED/FENNRRP/ 502301 Rehabilitation ~ of  Jagathpur | 08-Nov-2020 | 08-Nov-2020
Re-hab/20-21/ (Kayem Mosque) Somibhuiyar 1.00pm 3.00pm
W-1139 Hat Road Ch: 00m-898m [Road
ID: 430254030] under
Dagonbhuiyan, Dist: Feni
03 | LGED/FEN/NRRP/ 502303 | Rehabilitaton  of  Siddique | 08-Nov-2020 | 08-Nov-2020
0L/20-21/W-685 Member Bari o Bairagir Bazar 1.00pm 3.00pm
Pool from Tulatoli-Koreshmunshi
GC Road Ch: 00m-1030m [Road
ID: 430255297] under
Dagonbhuiyan, Dist: Feni
04 | LGED/FEN/NRRP/ 502304 | Rehabilitation of Islampur Road | 08-Nov-2020 | 08-Nov-2020
Re-hab/ 20-21/ from Ch: 00m-900m (Road ID 1.00pm 3.00pm
W-1141 430515014] under Parashuram,
Feni
05 | LGED/FEN/NRRP/ 502309 | Rehabilitation of East | 08-Nov-2020 | 08-Nov-2020
Re-hab/20-21/ Modhugram Old DC Road to 1.00pm 3.00pm
W-1146 Radhanagar UpP Road
(Radhangar Hafizia Madrasha
Road) from Ch: 1100m-2000m
[Road 1D 430145054] under
Chagalnaiya, Feni
06 | LGED/FEN/NRRP/ 502311 Rehabilitation of Captain Badiul | 08-Nov-2020 | 08-Nov-2020
Re-hab/20-21/ Alam Road to Master Bari Jame 1.00pm 3.00pm
W-1148 Mosque Road from Ch: 00m-
1050m (Road ID 430145168]
Chagalnaiya, Feni
07 | GSIDP/FNI/ 502297 | Improvement of Dhalia Aziziya | 08-Nov-2020 | 08-Nov-2020
SDW-217 Jame Mosque, Union: Dorbarpur, 1.00pm 3.00pm
Latitude: 23.10389, Longitude:
91.44949 under Fulgazi, Feni
08 | GSIDP/FNI/ 502298 | Improvement of Dagonbhuiyan | 08-Nov-2020 | 08-Nov-2020
SDW-218 Upazila Thana Jame Mosque, 1.00pm 3.00pm
Union: Dagonbhuiyan
Pourashava, Latitude: 22.94444,
Longitude:  91.31417  under
Dagonbhuiyan, Feni
09 | GSIDP/FNIf 502299 | Improvement  of  Dakkhin | 08-Nov-2020 | 08-Nov-2020
SDW-219 Choygaria Jame Mosque, Union: 1.00pm 3.00pm
Shovopur, Latitude: 2979709,
Longitude:  91.552967 under
Chagalnaiya, Feni
This is an online tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP Portal and no offline/hard
copies will be accepted.
To submit e-Tender, registration in the National e-GP System Portal (http://www.eprocure.gov.bd) is required.
The fees for downloading the e-Tender documents from the National e-GP System Portal have to be
deposited online through any registered bank’s branches date up to 08/11/2020 at 12.00 Noon.
Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP System Portal and from e-GP held desk
(helpdesk@eprocure.qov.bd).
Md. Shah Alam Patwary
Executive Engineer
GD-1682 E-mail: xen feni@laed.qov.bd

Criminals stabbed a batter-
run easy-bike driver to
death in Kishoreganj Sadar
upazila on Tuesday night
and tried to snatch his
vehicle.

The deceased, Paran
Miah, 18, was son of Idris
Ali of Latifpur village in the
upazila.

Officer in Charge (OC)
of Sadar Model Police
Station Abu Bakar Siddique
said they detained one of
the alleged killers Sharif,
17, son of Salam Miah
of Mogoltuli area in
Chattogram.

Quoting locals, police
said three youths, in guise
of passengers, boarded on
Paran’s auto-rickshaw in
Bottola area of Kishoreganj
town.

Around 8:00pm, as they
reached near Sogra area the
trio attempted to loot the
vehicle, but when Paran
tried to resist them, one of
the criminals stabbed him
on the throat with a knife,
leaving him critically.

Being informed by locals,
a police team rushed to the
spot immediately and took
injured Paran to Kishoreganj
General Hospital where he
succumbed to his injuries
the same night, the OC said.

The body was later sent
to the hospital morgue for

autopy.
During primary
interrogation, arrested

Sharif confessed that they
all are members of an
organized muggers gang,
the OC said, adding that
they were conducting drives
to arrest the other members
of the gang.
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