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Redouble 
FROM PAGE 3

income has dwindled in Teknaf,” said Rashed Mohamad 
Ali, UP chairperson of Hnila-2 in Teknaf.

Zahirul Alam, executive director of Integrated 
Development Foundation, said, “We want developed 
countries to work with Myanmar for early repatriation,” 
adding that many countries are improving business ties 
with Myanmar, which has been accused of genocide.

CCNF Co-chair Rezaul Karim Chowdhury said despite 
repeated demands over the last three years, UN and other 
INGOs have not been able to empower local NGOs nor 
reduce their operation costs.

Citing a CCNF study, he said till October 15 this year, 
development partners provided $2.6 billion for Rohingyas, 
which is around $423 per Rohingya family each month, 
but in reality, per family received services worth $130.

MUKTI Cox’s Bazar CEO Bimal Dey Sarker said there 
is serious lack of transparency in the utilisation of funds 
for Rohingyas. According to Grand Bargain commitment, 
at least 25 percent of humanitarian assistance should be 
used for locals, but there is no accountability in this regard.

CCNF Co-chair Abu Murshed Chowdhury said Inter-
Sector Coordination Group (ISCG), which coordinates 
humanitarian assistance, imposes so many conditions for 
local NGOs that they hardly have access to funds coming 
through ISCG. “Our priority is Rohingya repatriation. 
Until then, management costs must be improved and 
local NGOs be given priority for implementation. UN 
and INGOs should provide only technical assistance and 
monitoring services,” he said.

Court 
FROM PAGE 3

the same case. 
On October 6 last 

year, Rab arrested Samrat 
and Arman, former vice 
president of the same unit 
of Jubo League, in Cumilla 
after raiding a house near 
Indian border.

Samrat came under the 
spotlight after Rab busted 
his illegal casino business 
at different sporting clubs 
in Dhaka. 

Following his arrest, 
he was expelled from the 
youth wing of Awami 
League.

13 detainees 
FROM PAGE 3

On the other hand, police claimed 
that nine police members were 
injured. Two buses and a private car 
were vandalised during the clash, they 
said. 

During the clash, some agitators 
were trapped inside Eastern Jute Mill. 
About two hours later, 14 activists 
and workers came out from the 

mill around 3:30pm, where police 
detained them and took them to 
Khanjahan Ali Police Station. 

Kudrat-e-Khuda, convener of the 
citizens’ platform, was released from 
the police station around 11pm. 

Police prevented a peaceful 
blockade at the Eastern Mill Gate on 
Monday. “We asked them to let us 
observe the programme for at least 

an hour, but they did not listen,” said 
the Khulna chairman of Sushashoner 
Jonno Nagorik, adding that police 
treated them “inhumanely”.

 Police in a statement on Monday 
night said a moving bus was vandalised 
by stones  during a blockade. 

Also, nine policemen, including a 
senior officer, were injured, the law 
enforcers said.

Flawed 
FROM PAGE 3

work avoiding the interest of 
individuals or groups, it will be 
difficult to live in the city.

The BIP report remarked that 
density planning (controlling 
number of people inhabiting a given 
urbanised area) is an important tool 
and technique to limit the growth of 
a city. It is important to note that the 
maximum height in various zones 
should not be considered automatic; 
rather it should depend on areas.

A density control measure should 
be applied in the Detailed Area 
Plan of Rajuk to ensure sustainable 
development, the report added.

Dr Adil Mohammad Khan, general 
secretary of BIP, in his presentation 
said even though the country’s growth 
is satisfactory, Dhaka continues to be 
one of the most unliveable cities in 
the world.

High-rise development does 
not provide affordable housing; 
instead it tends to drive housing 
prices up, enabling more large scale 
developments, which eventually serve 
developers’ interests, he said.

Very dense high-rise cities are 
not necessarily the best option. 
Medium-density, and “compact and 
infill developments” should be the 
preferred choice. Developing vacant 

or under-used parcels within existing 
urban areas and effective use of land 
can be a very useful model towards 
achieving the compact, green, mixed-
use and walkable city.

The mid-rise compact city based on 
“block development” strategy can be a 
good starting point, he said. 

For a developing country like 
Bangladesh and for a city like Dhaka 
where majority of the population 
belongs to the middle income, lower-
middle income and lower income 
groups, such high-rise developments 
should be discouraged due to lack 
of affordability of the majority, he 
added.    

YouthCan 
FROM PAGE 3

H Eggar, global project manager of 
“YouthCan!”, presented ways how 
partners can help, such as mentoring, 
sponsorships and training.

Mahbub ur Rahman, CEO of HSBC 
Bangladesh, said they have been 

working with SOS Children’s Villages 
Bangladesh for the past 13 years and if 
needed, will provide mentorship. 

Grameenphone Bangladesh CEO 
Yasir Azman, who was the guest 
of honour, also committed to get 
associated with the project.

Mohsinul Haque, director of HR at 
Coca Cola Bangladesh; Md Shamsul 
Arefin, head of human resource at 
Woori Bank; and Shoab Alam of SOS 
Dhaka, among others, spoke at the 
event, which was broadcasted live on 
The Daily Star’s Facebook page.

Biman to operate special 
Dhaka-Rome flight Oct 28
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Biman Bangladesh Airlines will operate a special flight from Dhaka to Rome 
on October 28. Mokabbir Hossain, managing director and CEO of the national 
flag carrier, said this through a WhatsApp message yesterday. 

The national airliner came up with the decision as the European country has 
withdrawn a flight embargo for Bangladeshis with valid stay permits last week.

Passengers have been asked to contact Biman sales counter for booking, 
said the Biman MD. Turkish Airlines, Qatar Airways and Emirates have recently 
started carrying Bangladeshi passengers to Italy. Among the four airlines, only 
Biman will operate a direct flight from Dhaka to Rome. Around 15,000 people 
are waiting to return to the European country at present. 

Hridoy Ahmed, administrator of Italy Help Centre -- a platform of Italy-bound 
Bangladeshi expatriate workers -- yesterday told The Daily Star that although the 
airlines have started flights, many of the 15,000 Bangladeshi expatriates won’t be 
able to return to Italy as validity of their resident permission has already expired.

Due to Covid-19 restrictions imposed by the Civil Aviation Authority of 
Bangladesh, air operators will be able to carry maximum 260 passengers. 

Khorshed Alam 
passes away
CITY DESK

Md Khorshed Alam, 
a renowned teacher 
at Hizla, Muladi 
and Mehendiganj 
in Barishal, passed 
away on October 
11 at his Maultala 
village residence, 
aged 77. 

He left behind his wife, a daughter, 
three sons, hundreds of students 
and a host of relatives, says a press 
release. Alam was the headmaster of 
Kazirchar High School, Muladi for 30 
years.

His qulkhawni will be held on 
November 20 at his village residence.


