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Ocean Rebellion protesters demonstrate outside the Albert Embankment on the first day of the International 

Maritime Organisation climate conference in London, Britain, yesterday. PHOTO: REUTERS

Restaurant
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attraction in central 
Budapest.

“It is now especially 
important for people to be 
able to be separate from 
other guests to be safe, and 
the ferris wheel is ideal 
with its separate cabins.”

As of Sunday, Hungary 
had reported 46,290 
COVID-19 cases with 1,142 
deaths and the economy 
is heading towards a 5-7% 
contraction this year.

Bangabandhu
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today that the Draft Constitution has 
failed to reflect the hopes and aspirations 
of the people and ensure their basic rights 
to food, shelter, medicare, education 
and employment. It has also failed to 
provide provisions for the proportionate 
representation of the workers and the 
peasants in the assembly, although the 
government is committed to establishing 
the “Krishak Sramik Raj” in the country. 
Addressing the extended meeting of the 
Central Working Committee of NAP 
(B) at Santosh Bhashani calls upon the 
government to hold a referendum on the 
draft constitution and assess the public 
opinion. He says that if the people accept 
the constitution, then his party should 
not have any objection to it.
$14M SWEDISH AID FOR 

BANGLADESH 

The government of Sweden has fixed 
an indicative planning target of 14 
million dollars for Bangladesh for the 
fiscal year 1973-74. This is disclosed 
by Gus Edgren, leader of the eight-
member delegation of the Swedish 
International Development Authority, 
now visiting Bangladesh. He says 
that the Swedish government gave 
21million dollars to Bangladesh under 
an agreement signed in April, 1972 for 
the current fiscal year which has already 
been placed at the disposal of the 
Bangladesh government for national 
reconstruction and development.    
SOURCES: October 21, 1972 issues of 
Bangladesh Observer, Dainik Bangla and 
Dainik Ittefaq.

21 more die
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the 15,146 samples 
tested yesterday was 10.81 
percent.

With this, the overall 
positivity rate stands at 
17.91 percent.

Meanwhile, a total 
of 1,627 patients have 
recovered raising, the total 
number of recoveries to 
3,05,599 in the country, 
with the recovery rate now 
at more than 78 percent.

Among the 21 deceased 
yesterday, 14 were male 
and seven were female.

One was aged under 10, 
while one was between 31 
and 40, one between 41 
and 50, five between 51 
and 60 and 13 above 60, 
added the release.

Condemned
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humanity during the 
Liberation War.

According to the 
prosecution, a group of 
Jamaat leaders and activists 
led by Azharul during a 
procession on September 
19 2011 in front of the 
capital’s Kakrail Super 
Market vandalised cars, 
hurled bombs on policemen 
and prevented them from 
discharging their duties.

A number of policemen 
were injured, the case 
statement said.

After an investigation, 
Sub-Inspector Mohammad 
Saiful lslam Khan of 
Detective Branch of police 
on August 22 last year 
submitted a chargesheet 
to the Chief Metropolitan 
Magistrate’s Court of Dhaka.

Azharul was produced 
before the tribunal during 
yesterday’s hearing.

4,315 women
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46,521 were women and 26,124 
children.

The survey found 4,428 incidents 
of domestic violence took place in 
August and September.

Of the victims, 1,980 faced mental 
abuse, 1,244 were victims of physical 
abuse, 1,164 faced economic abuse, 
and 40 were victims of sexual abuse.

During the survey period, 1,081 
children, both girls and boys, became 
victims of domestic violence.

The report added that 1,767 
women and 872 children were new 
victims of violence.

MJF conducted the survey through 
96 of its partner organisations, the 
release stated.

Early voting begins
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The state’s prize of 29 electoral votes 
is tied with New York for third most, 
behind only California and Texas, in 
the race for the 270 Electoral College 
votes that determine the presidential 
winner under the US system.

The Oct 7-14 Reuters/Ipsos poll 
showed Biden with 49% of the 
support and Trump 47%, within 
the survey’s credibility interval of 4 
percentage points.

Both campaigns have poured 
advertising money into Florida, 
although Biden, who has significantly 
outraised Trump since the summer 
while setting consecutive monthly 
records for a US candidate, has 
outspent his Republican rival.

Harris, who was given a clean bill of 
health after an aide tested positive for 
Covid-19, will participate in early-vote 
rallies in Orlando and Jacksonville, 
the campaign said.

Trump will stage rallies first in 
Prescott and later in Tucson, Arizona, 
another state for which both his 
campaign and Biden’s are competing.

The 27.9 million Americans who 
have already voted either by mail or in 
person, according to the US Elections 
Project at the University of Florida, is 
a far greater number at this point in 
the campaign than previous years. 
Voters have now cast about 20% of the 
overall total in 2016, when more than 
136.6 million cast ballots.

Democrats account for 55% of 

the 10.9 million ballots cast in states 
that report party registration data, 
compared with 24% for Republicans.

At a rally in Carson City, Nevada 
on Sunday, where voting began the 
day before, Trump implored his 
supporters to “get out and vote” 
to help him flip a state that he lost 
narrowly to Democratic nominee 
Hillary Clinton in 2016.

Despite his recent recovery from his 
own bout with the virus, Trump also 
mocked Biden in Nevada for his cautious 
approach toward the pandemic.

“Listen to the scientists!” Trump 
said in a mocking voice. “If I listened 
totally to the scientists, we would right 
now have a country that would be in a 
massive depression.”

Trump also lashed out at “stupid” 
critics from within his own party and 
called for unity after growing Republican 
criticism and warnings of a “bloodbath” 
in the November 3 election.

He particularly attacked Republican 
Senator Ben Sasse of Nebraska, 
who recently told his constituents 
that Trump “kisses dictators’ butts,” 
mistreats women and uses the White 
House as a business.

Other Republicans have warned of 
electoral losses in the polls, including 
Senator Ted Cruz, who like Sasse said 
there was a risk of a “bloodbath.” 
Even one of Trump’s closest Senate 
allies, Lindsey Graham, recently said 
Democrats have a “good chance” at 
winning the White House.

Murder case plaintiff
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him to a house, said the victim.
After he was released at dawn, Farid 

was admitted to Rowmari upazila 
health complex with injuries.

While talking to our correspondent 
at the health complex, Farid said he was 
on his way to Rowmari Police Station 
as he was called by Tuhin Mia, a sub-
inspector of the police station and also 
the investigation officer (IO) of the case 
filed over the death of his father.

When he reached Jhagrachar, five to 
six men abducted him. 

“They kept me in a house and 
tortured me overnight. They allowed me 
to leave the house early in the morning 
after taking my signature on a blank 
paper. Later, I was admitted to Rowmari 
hospital with injuries,” he said.

“I know all those who abducted me. 
I gave their names to police,” he said, 
adding that he would file a case with 
the police station after being treated at 
the hospital.

Dr Moktarul Islam Selim, a resident 
medical officer (RMO) of Rowmari 
upazila health complex, said the victim 
had suffered injuries to various parts of 
his body, including hands and feet.

Contacted, SI Tuhin Mia said Farid 
was supposed to meet him on Saturday 

night, the day of the incident, but he 
did not come.

After hearing of the incident on 
Sunday morning, the SI went to the 
hospital, met Farid and heard about 
his abduction in detail, he said.

Rowmari Police Station Officer-in-
charge Abu Md Dilwar Hasan Inam 
said legal action would be taken if 
a complaint is filed with the police 
station in this regard.

Farid’s father Rafiqul Islam was 
murdered over a land dispute at Char 
Baraikandi village of Rowmari upazila 
around noon on May 13 this year. He 
lodged a murder case with Rowmari 
Police Station accusing 10 persons on 
the same day. 

The accused in the murder case 
are Mukul Mia,45, Abul Hossain, 
50, Shakhawat Hossain, 38, Saidur 
Rahman, 32, their father Naibar Ali, 
80, Saiful Islam, 28, Asad Ali, 27, 
Rasedul Islam, 25, Ashraful Islam,18, 
their parents Abul Hossain and 
Sabiya Begum, 48. All are of the same 
residence at Baraikandi village.

OC Dilwar Hasan Inam said the 
main accused Mukul Mia was arrested 
and is now in jail. Sabiya Begum got 
bail from the court, while the eight 
other accused are absconding.

The Netherlands
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discriminatory policies which caused 
influxes of the Myanmar’s ethnic 
community people to Bangladesh. 

Following a public hearing on The 
Gambia’s case on December 10-12 
last year, the ICJ in January this year 
issued an order asking Myanmar to 
take provisional measures to prevent 
genocidal acts against the Rohingya 
Muslims during the pendency of the 
case, and to report regularly on its 
implementation of the order.

The court also set a deadline for 
The Gambia’s memorial submission 
on October 23 this year, while 
Myanmar’s date for submission was 
set on July 23, 2021. 

The Netherland’s letter assuring 
its determination to support 
the Gambia’s case ahead of its 
submission of the memorial is 
significant, said a diplomatic source 
in Dhaka.

“The Netherlands has a tradition 
of dealing with international law and 
working against international crimes. 
Therefore, the country has taken a 
strong position against the genocidal 
acts by Myanmar,” the source said. 

During the call on, Harry Verweij 
also assured the Bangladesh foreign 
minister of continuing humanitarian 
assistance for some one million 
Rohingyas living in the camps in 
Cox’s Bazar. He stressed on justice 
and accountability for a sustainable 
solution to the Rohingya crisis. 

Momen said Bangladesh was 
focusing on safe and sustainable 
repatriation of  Rohingyas. 

He requested the Netherlands 
to coordinate with the European 
Union member countries and create 
a conducive environment back 
in Rakhine state for the return of 
Rohingyas.

Covid cases top
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In Belgium, where hospitalisations 
rose 100 percent in just the last week, 
bars and restaurants were closed 
yesterday for a month and a curfew 
will be reinforced overnight.

“Managers, chefs, dish-washers, 
everyone is suffering,” Angelo Bussi 
said as he put the key in the lock of 
his Brussels restaurant late Sunday.

“We don’t feel like anyone cares. It 
breaks my heart,” he told AFP before 
shrugging and walking off into the 
night. “Ah, well there we are, see you 
in a month.”

Belgium’s second major lockdown 
comes after Prime Minister Alexander 
de Croo warned the situation was 
“much worse” than in March when 
there was an almost complete 
confinement.

Italy, the initial epicentre of 
Europe’s outbreak, also announced 
fresh curbs including earlier closures 
for bars and restaurants and a push to 
increase working from home.

“We cannot waste time,” Prime 
Minister Giuseppe Conte said, also 
flagging bans on amateur team sports 
and local festivals.

In Poland, where around half 
the country is now designated 
as a coronavirus “red zone”, the 
government said the national stadium 
would double as a field hospital to 
help ease the strain on overwhelmed 
health care facilities.

Switzerland meanwhile made 
mask-wearing compulsory in indoor 
public spaces and put limits on public 
gatherings after infections doubled 
over the last week. 

“The second wave is here, earlier 
and stronger than we expected, but we 

are prepared,” Swiss Health Minister 
Alain Berset said.

France imposed its own overnight 
curfew from the weekend in nine 
cities including Paris, affecting 
20 million people, with a record 
32,400 new infections reported on 
Saturday.  

About 6 million more people in 
the United Kingdom will face tougher 
lockdowns in coming days as Wales 
and Manchester, the country’s third 
largest city, mull additional restrictions 
as the outbreak accelerates.

Wales First Minister Mark 
Drakeford yesterday announced that 
the country would impose a full 
“firebreak” lockdown for two weeks 
from Friday in a bid to reduce soaring 
coronavirus cases.

In England, about 28 million 
people -- half of the population – have 
been already subjected to tight social 
restrictions.

Meanwhile, Slovenia declared 
a 30-day state of emergency after 
cases more than doubled in the 
past week from the previous week. 
Austria is limiting gatherings to a 
maximum of six people indoors 
and 12 outside.

While European nations imposed 
new restrictions, a lockdown as eased 
in Austalia’s second-biggest city of 
Melbourne yesterday, as residents 
flocked to reopened hair salons and 
golf courses that had been closed for 
more than 100 days.

The number of daily cases rose to 
700 in August in the state of Victoria 
of which Melbourne is the capital, but 
following months of a strict lockdown 
it has fallen as low as one, with four 
recorded yesterday.

China denies 
report it may 
detain Americans
REUTERS, Beijing

China yesterday denied that foreign 
nationals are under threat of arbitrary 
detention, following a newspaper 
report that Beijing had warned 
Washington it might arrest Americans 
in China.  


