
COUNTRY 5DHAKA TUESDAY OCTOBER 20, 2020, KARTIK 4, 1427 BS

Govt rice dealer ‘fleecing’ 
poor in Baralekha
MINTU DESHWARA, Moulvibazar

Allegations are surfacing about a rice dealer 
who is giving short weight to recipients of 
an affordable rice distribution programme 
of the government in Moulvibazar’s 
Baralekha upazila. 

Many of the recipients of the rice, under 
the government’s “khadya bandhab” 
programme for the poor in haor areas 
of Sujanagar union, said the rice dealer, 
Bikash Chandra Das, has been giving each 
recipient 25 to 26 kilogram of rice, instead 
of the 30-kg allotment for each individual.

The irregularity in distribution has been 
possible as the supervising government 
officer, known as the ‘tag officer’, has not 
been present during the distribution of rice, 
they also alleged. 

On September 20, the dealer collected 
9,270 kg of rice -- under the “khadya 
bandhab” programme for Sujanagar union 
-- from government food warehouse in 
Baralekha upazila, said Mostaq Ahmed, 
food control officer in Baralekha upazila. 

Each of the 309 cardholders in the union 
is supposed to be able to buy 30 kg of the 
rice for Tk 300 from the dealer, he added.  

Aside from giving short weight, the 
dealer is also distributing rice to multiple 
cardholders together, alleged a number of 
cardholders. 

Sajon Kumar Biswas, from Barathal 
village, said he saw a 50-kg sack and another 
10-kg sack being handed over together to 
two different cardholders.  

Cardholder Muhibur Rahman, from 
Eidgah Bari in Saldiga village, said he paid 
Tk 300 to the rice dealer for 30 kg of rice, 
but he received only 25 kg in return. 

The ‘tag officer’ officer was not present 
during the distribution that day, he also 
said.

Barathal village resident Akkas Ali said 
the dealer also fleeced him of his money by 
giving him only 26 kg of rice in exchange 
for Tk 300.

Bakul Mia, another cardholder from the 
same village, the dealer has been fleecing 
people by not using any weighing scale 

during distribution. 
Asked about the accusation, dealer 

Bikash Chandra Das claimed that only 
a handful of people might receive short 
weight as some of the bags of rice he had 
received from the food warehouse were 
underweight.   

However, he said he did not make any 
formal complaint about the “rice shortage” 
to the upazila food control officer.

According to the rules of the 
government’s rice distribution programme 
for the poor, each cardholder is eligible to 
buy 30 kg of rice every month for Tk 10 each 
kg and it is mandatory to use a weighing 
scale during the distribution process, said 

Mostaq Ahmed, the upazila food control 
officer. 

He said he has asked the officer-in-
charge at the upazila food warehouse to 
investigate into the claim of rice bags, 
dispatched from the warehouse, being 
underweight and also as to why a ‘tag 
officer’ on behalf of the government is not 
overseeing the rice distribution programme 
in Sujanagar union.

When asked what action would be 
taken against the rice dealer in Sujanagar, 
he said it is a gross violation of the rules 
to distribute the rice to multiple recipients 
under one transaction.

He would launch an investigation over 
the alleged fleecing of the poor by the rice 
dealer and take legal action against him if 
he is found guilty in the investigation, he 
also said.

Missing youth 

found dead
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jamalpur

Police recovered the body of 
a youth in Melandah upazila 
yesterday, seven days after he 
went missing on October 12.

The deceased, Abdul 
Malek, 30, an auto-rickshaw 
driver, was son of Dulal 
Miah of Burunga village.

Meanwhile, police 
detained two people for their 
alleged involvement in the 
murder.

Malek went out of his 
house with his auto-rickshaw 
on October 12 and remained 
missing since then, OC of 
Melandah Police Station 
Rezaul Islam said.

The following day, 
Malek’s wife Rita Begum 
filed a general diary (GD) 
with the police station, he 
added.

On secret information, 
police recovered Malek’s 
auto-rickshaw from the 
house of one Shafiqul 
Islam Sadhu, 30, at Nalkuri 
villageon Sunday night, the 
OC said. 

Later, according to Sadhu’s 
statement, police recovered 
Malek’s decomposed body 
from a canal in Munsi 
Nangla area yesterday.

The irregularity in distribution 

has been possible as the su-

pervising government officer, 

known as the ‘tag officer’, has 

not been present during the 

distribution of rice.

A bridge without a guardian
Damaged five years ago, it brought misery to hundreds; but it failed to invoke 

responsibly of public servants and representatives alike
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Hundreds of inhabitants of 20 villages in 
Dhobaura upazila are living in misery since 
the bridge on the Indian Chhora river, running 
through Baghpara village, collapsed partially five 
years ago. 

However, in these long years, the authorities 
did not feel any obligation to the citizens by 
reconstructing the 48-metre-long section of the 
bridge.

The collapsed section of the bridge was built in 
2009 on Charuapara-Baghpara road. It sustained 
extensive damage by strong current and erosion 
of the river in 2015.

Locals said the breech of communication 
due to the broken bridge is not only causing 
sufferings, but it is also having a negative impact 
on the residents’ livelihoods in the 20 villages of 
Dakhhin Maizpara union.

Especially for residents of Baghpara, 

Munsipara, Gilagora, Kashipur, Ballabhpur, 
Kalikapur, Ramsinghpur, Koroigora, Nayapara 
and Digalbagh villages, this bridge has been the 
only means of communications with the upazila 
and district headquarters. 

When even motorbikes and bicycles struggle 
to cross the bridge, crossing it in any other form 
of vehicle, let alone transporting critical patients, 
is absolutely impossible, they also said.  

“We petitioned the department concerned 
and public representatives to reconstruct the 
bridge on numerous occasions, but no steps 
were taken. We’re really frustrated and left it for 
fate to decide,” Shahidul Islam, a resident of 
Ramsinghpur village said.    

“Contestants of local or national elections 
always make fantastical development pledges. 
But the pledges are shelved after the poll is over,” 
he said frustratingly.

Jalal Uddin, from Kashipur village, said 

if schools were open now, students of six 
educational institutions including three primary 
schools, situated on either sides of the bridge, 
would have to risk their lives to cross the broken 
bridge.  

Moreover, farmers in this agricultural 
communality are paying a heavy price for not 
being able to send their produce and goods to 
markets in time, the elderly man added.

Farmer Abdul Kadir, from Ramsinghpur 
village, said unable to ship out their produce to 
markets, local farmers are being compelled to sell 
those at rock-bottom prices to wholesale buyers.       

Contacted, Shahinur Ferdous, engineer of 
Local Government Engineering Department in 
Dhobaura upazila, said they recently submitted a 
project proposal with the ministry concerned for 
reconstruction of the bridge’s damaged section

Once approved, they hope to start the work 
this year, he also said..

The broken bridge at Baghpara village in Mymensingh’s Dhobaura upazila PHOTO: COLLECTED

Primary school under river 
erosion threat
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jhenidah

Students of a government primary 
school in Sadar upazila of the district is 
facing uncertainty as the institution is 
under threat of being washed away due 
to continuous erosion by the Begbati 
river.

Established on 33 decimals of land 
in 1999, there are five teachers and 102 
students studying at different classes 
from Class I to Class V.

Head teacher of Hatbakua 
Government Primary School Sayeda 
Parvin said the school ground is facing 
serious erosion threat as the Begbati 
river is only 70 to 80 feet away.

Around 60 feet portion of the school 
ground has already been washed away 
by the river in the last couple of years, 
she said, adding that students of the 
institution cannot play any games and 
sports.

Moreover, they cannot even arrange 
students’ assembly on the school 
ground. 

Sayeda said the school needs a 
demarcation wall and its playground 
should to be filled with earth 
immediately. 

“I have talked to the Sadar upazila 
education officer several times in this 
regard, but to no effect,” Sayeda said. 

Besides, the school has a 100 percent 
pass rate in the PSC exams for two 

consecutive years in 2018 and 2019.
Papia Khatun, an assistant teacher 

of the school, said they are worried 
about the remaining part of the school 
ground as it is being gradually washed 
away but authorities concerned are not 
taking necessary steps despite repeated 
pleas.

Al-Amin, a Class V student of the 
institution, said they cannot play sports 

as most part of the school ground has 
already been washed away due to river 
erosion.

Fourth-grader Samia khatun echoed 
the same. 

Acting Sadar Upazila Education 
Officer Sudhangsu Shekhar Biswas said 
he will take necessary step in this regard 
after visiting the school soon.

A large portion of the playground of Hatbakua Government Primary School 

in Jhenidah Sadar upazila have already been washed away by the Begbati 

river, and the school may be devoured soon. PHOTO: AZIBOR RAHMAN


